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TREMAINE, 



OR, THE 



^ MAN OF REFINEMENT. 



CHAP. I. 

SUSPENSE. 



" The house doth keep itself. 
There's none within." 

SBAKSPBARB. 



It was the next morning but one after Tremaine 
had received the important packet from Georgina, 
that Evelyn, having heard nothing fr«m him in 
return^ rode over to Woodington. The lodges 
were tenanted as usual, and the gate thrown open 
with the customary civil salutes; and, when he 
aiTived at the great hall door, a groom ran out 
from the offices, ai he had been wont, to take 
his horse. The hall waa unpeopl(Bd by ^rvants ; bu t 
as that, since Tremaine's seclusion,* was but a com- 
mon occurrence, it seemed nothing particular, and 

voi,. III. n 



TREMAINE. 



Evelyn, as he imd been accustomed, made his way 
alone to the long'dimng-room^wbic^ opened on the 
terrace, and through that to the library which flanked 
that end of the house. ' 

That no master was there to be found, did not sur- 
prise him; his books were all open upon their desks, 
pens were still in the ink, some notes in writing lay 
on the table, and Evelyn, therefore, made sure of 
finding his friend in the garden or park, to which he 
immediately bent4iis steps. 

But when, after full half an hour's search, he re- 
turned from the grounds without having seen the 
trace of a human creature, much less of the master, 
his heart took the alarm: and, aware of his friend's 
ebuUitioiis, in conduct as well as in feeling, though 
not suspicious, he began to suspec^ 

Betaking himself to the bell of the library, he rang 
hard, in hopes of being answered by his friend, Mon- 
sieur Dupuis. * Not evefn a lacquey appeared; and, 
'fearing «h«t there might be illness, he mounted the 

* stairs to seek Tremaine in his bed«-clmBd»ei% 'Bnt not 
^only the bed-chamber was tenantless, but all wa^ soli- 
' tary, vacant, and deserted. He coursed the gallery 

* (above a hundred feet long), without meeting a soul; 
' and, as a last resource, descended to seek In the sta- 

* bles for the groom who had taken his horse, in order 
to 6btain from him tfae^ information that now seem- 
ed painfully necessary. 
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TRSMAIirs. 3 

' A heiler infermant met him onthe^ay/^d he^ 
was^ reaHy.reltered at the aight of his fespectable 
fHend, Mre.:Wiatsoti* 

^^ Ob! Sk/' said this attached adherent^ ^^ I was 
in hopes yeu wmild have^come yesterday, add I was 
just going dewn- to the Hall to adc after my poor 
i9[iaster." 

**Askti4;er him, my good Watson! what caa* 
have happened ?" 

^^Ah, Sir! yOQ kncyw /bwt, fbt it was your 14st 
packet thai set him otf; 1^ wa6 like wild to as all' 
from the tim« he received iu" 

Here the gDod wcffitian beeame too agitated ta pvo- 
ceed, and* could only w^g her hkndsatnd betmoan. 
herself* £vtlyfi, though he knew her, could not 
prevent some akrm in- btms^ft but, concealing it, 
enquire^, i;rich as mfiich calrnnees 4s he could master, 
where her maigter was ? 

" By this time at Belmont," replied Watson, *' as 
be sure you mustltnow from 'Mr. Dupiiis/' 

^ I have not seen Dupuis,'* said Evelyn, with sur- 
prise. 

" That nasty Frenchman !'* exclaimed Watson. 
♦* He went to you, as I thought, from my master, 
when he told me to pack up all his clothes/' 

^^ All his cl(rtbes !" 

** Yes ! all t for I asked him for how long he was 
goings thinking he might be only going to York, or 

B 2 



4 TRBMAINE. 

so; but be .said he did nol koonr. when, if ever he 
should come bade. But Belmont is a vile place for 
him, Sir, as you know, and he won't stay there 
neither, for from what Dupuis said, I am sadty afear- 
ed he will. go abroad again. . Oh ! who would have 
thought it^-r-so comfortable as we was all getting t 

Oh ! dear Sir, if you and Miss Georgy — , buty 

to be sure, 'I beg pardon, — to be sure I am but a 
servant." 

Here the good creature, who was in sincere grief^ 
was obliged to stop, though she might have gone 091 
long for any interruption that Evelyn was inclined to 
give her* He was, indeed, somewhat c^uieted from 
the alato he had at first experienced ; but a long 
train of tlioy^ts and fears, which what she wdd say- 
ing had conjured up to his imagination, occupied 
him so tnucb, thai he^jfeltno necessity to question 
her &rther than to ascertain, if possible, the route of 
his friend. 

He leai'ned that he had gone the first stage to* 
wards Ferrybridge with his own horses^ which had 
long been returned, and were to remain, with all the 
stable people, till &rther orders. 

Could Watson have told more, it is certain she 
would not have concealed it ; as certain that she did 
all that was consistent with her own sense of de- 
corum "and fespect^to hei' superiors, and for Eveiyn 
in particular, to gather, if possible, what had passed 
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Wtween Tvemaine and the Evdya HaH fianily^ 
That aom'ediUig'critrcal had ka^ipesied) slie aaw^ and 
her maliciotts coac^utor Monftieur Dupms had. as- 
serted most positively that Tremaiiie >Uad. dftfmiy 
and been refused by Georgina; but thia'she vmtld 
never beliere. Nay, she was 8ui*e that he hadionly 
to offer to be accepted, as slie often said, by the finest 
lady in the land. The valet denied this, partly to 
teaze her, partly from a secret wish that'some nior^^ 
tification might haj^n to Tremaine; wUch his 
afironts, as^ he calted them, from his naaoter, matkf 
htm believe was hot more natural than justifiable: 

Evelyn, perceiving that nothing more was to be 
gained from Watson, took his leave of that good 
woman, with' expressing a hope that bettef timea 
would come. 



CHAP. II. 

A WONDERING. 



• « 



*' Tour Frorost knows the place where he abides/ 

*' Why, how, now. Monsieur ! . what 4i life is this. 
That, your poor friends n^usl; woo, your cpmpany ! " 

SHAKSPBARE. 



The returh of "Evelyn to his home was moumftil 
and slow* He was lost in anxious doubt as to the 






o trbmaine: 

iittentions of Treinaine/anS ihe ultimate fate both 
<tf him aiid\of im daughter. That be should fly 
fiom Woodiiigton, did not suiprlse^^perhaps^ at the 
l^oment, ' diU '.not displease him ; diat he" should 
choose 'Belmont as a refuge, grieved htm; but the 
atfrmiie'dial; he might go abroad was tbeilaatt satis- 
fiictory of all. Wbst pitzalecl, and perhaps hurt 
him most, was, that he shoirid take any T^scdution' 

without informing them. 

; - << Hedannot be angry with.uf ! "' escckiimed he to 
himself* ^ And yet he is aproud^naoi! :M9»V if 
it had not been so, he: perhaps had not been ah.i»« 
fidek**- ■'••..■;■ '••'?.•','. 

i Betterthougbtsofhiai succeeded/, ^^^br, pbcFi^ 
IhttoMr Ih&n su£Ebring to the bdttoin of his heart, and 
all from honour. He cannot close soc(h a heart 
against us." 

This was Evelyn's soliloquy,, and this brought him 
home, but not to happiness, for it was no longer to a 
daughter's smile. 

The brow of Georgina eleuded more and more at 
the tidings be brought j fljid when he related lbe»po8- 
siblUfy, na'y probability, that Tremaine might leave 
the kingdoiii, her heart sunk within her. 

, " Here, at least,*' said she, *^ we might know the 
state of his mind. But whatever happens, surely he 
will Fetuni) and lell'it tb us him^df^" - ' ' 

' S|ill ' weeiks Cind mpnthsel^psfed, an^ to cornddiini- 
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cation was received bj this afflicte4 fftber an|l 
daughter, from the friend whose happiness or tinipery 
iiad so entirely depended upon them ; and though 
they learned from Watson^ (the only informant they 
had left}) that he had quitted Belmont, and that aU 
the house servants had been discharged, yet they saw 
the long, long year close qver their h^ads without 
receiving the smallest tidings from Trem^ine himself 

What was almost^ worse, the sinking state of bi» 
daughter, exclusive of the pangs it naturally e^^cited^ 
began to be accompanied with receptions crudand 
bitter to the good heart of Evelyn : foil, firm as he 
was to the puipos^- he thought right, particularly 
when^^onnected with his religioi^i duty, he bege^A to 
qfyiestioii whet^erbothhimself^vRdGepiginahad n^ 
de^U too hardly by their friend; ai^ therefore, 
whether much of the misery, both as to the p9St;and 
the ftiture, might npt have been avoided. ' 

Forgive him^ Heaven, for this t forgive him, all the 
stoics, and all the ferities of the world ! \yben he 
saw the' faded, sunken cheek of such a' creature as 
Georgina had been--8aw her struggling with a sorrow 
that seemed only becoming moi'e and more rooted,7et 
assuming, or rather striving toassume,asmile tppjease 
faim, which the ghostly piajeness of her countenance 
teamed to cp/ivert into mockery--rhfs heart must 
have been hard indeed, if it bad not -^ometicpes su& 
fered itself to be affe<?ted by a weakness of this sort . 



8 tREMAINE. 

Heaven knows it bore its own punishment alon^ 
with it. 

A journey to Belmont itself by Evelyn, in order 
to ascertain, if possible, whether its master were again 
really buried there, or what had been his intentions 
when he quitted it, proved wholly unavailing. Nei- 
ther could the servants, left there in charge, nor any 
one in the nei^bourhood, nor Dr. Asgiil himself, 
(the sensible physician whq . bad forinerly corres- , 
ponded with Evelyn concerning Tremaine), give the 
smaliest tidings of his steps. That he had been 
there fi>r a week^ during which he had confined him- 
self to the house, and at length had left the -place 

with p«s{-horsies, and eriUrely unattended — was all 

* -• • »< >•««»> ,- 

they could relate,- for it was all they had learned; 
and Evelyn returned home to his drooping girl, to 
see her droop still more ; and though her mind was 
supported by her piety, her tender frame was evi- 
dently shaken by a struggle too violent for its 
strength. 

Once, and once only, a little gleam seemed to open 
upbfl their melSncholy.* in Oxford, that beautiful 
Athens — where gix)ves, and gardens, and towers^ and 
cathedrals, and consecrated walks by liiead or river, 
are mingled in delight ; where conteniplation at lei- 
sure prunes her wings, philosophy revels, ambition 
prepares itself for its career, or retreats after being 
satiated ; in short; iri that fairy land of genius and 
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instruction, 80 fbU of all interests, wbetber of deipsAit 
taste or learned lote, Cvelyn, in very ibndnesefor the 
nursing mother of his mind, had kept up an occasi- 
onal corrtepondence (if so a letter in a twelvemonth 
could be called), with one "or two of its recent 
members. . One of them, a Mr, Davenpprt, fall 
fifteen months after Tremaine's flight, wrote to 
Evelyn as follows : ' 

" 1 think I never mentioned to you your neighbour 
Squire, Atr. Tremaine, who you once said had so in^ 
terested and enlivened your old northern faalL Inter^ 
ested he may, but I should think he never could have 
enlivened it. At least we are all puzzled about him 
here, . considering his station in the world, the busy 
hours of his former life, and his former distinction 
both public an^ private. Here, to be as little dis- 
tinguished as possible, to be buried in the silence of 
his rooms, immei^ed in no one knows what studies 
(for with scarce any one does he converse), in short, 
to be a College machine, seems to be the changed 
lot of this once brilliant and conspicuous character. 
You never told me of his coming, and we are all 
strangers to him except the President, whom alone 
he visits, and with whom alone he converses. , To 
us Fellows he is civil enough, but in his civility he 
is moat melancholy* He reads and walks a great 
deid, but always alone, and the latter chiefly at 

bS 
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irigbt... ^Ntr evdrtngr btit aete bim for an Iionr, or 
fi^rhaps tMOf in Atlifison^s Walk, frcMn isirhich b^ 
«ilwitys retires if any one invade him ; iiHiicb I must 
My no xMie i» disposed to do : for, tx>nsideriDg bis 
rank^ fortahe^ connections, ahd present vacuity, we 
lodk/upon hirh as little more than an illustrioas 
mope*" 

Evelyn almost let fall this letter, when it first came 
to hand. To read this account of his friend, both 
4^UFpii8ed«M)4 distressed him ; but to beaf oCbiiti at 
all was (lyerpowering, and. front such a. place most 
unlpoked^r. . Yeit to; be^r was a soft of pleasure of 
itself, though, min^l^d; wUb regret that be should 
ba^ l^ft them 90 long without intelligence. It was 
evident, however, froati Mr. Davenport*s style, that 
*be bad no thouglit but that Evelyn knew bletter than 
himself both the fact of his retreat, and the cause 
of it. 

. Two moments sufficed to take his resolution what 
to do — iwp dg.ys to carry it into effect ; for it was no 
longer a tiitie ;before: Evelyn set out for Oxibrd in 
seardi of his unhappy friend* 

During the first days of his absence the feelings of 
Georgina may easily be conceived. The natural 
buoyancy of her mind permitted it to be ispmewhat 
raised from that dull and listless weariness of spirit, 
which had takin the place of her cbanning vivacity. 
Her lovely .bfiauty seemed almost to revive/ s^hda 






Kea.1 rase Jiearlj took place* of thfi, h^ct\t on hpi^ 
fbeelu Sb^e counted the hovirs to the fi^i^t {y>j»t ^qiu 
Oxford, and the seal of b^r letter wa^ broken in ani 
agonj of iningle^ einqtionu Into i^Mjt didU^ub* 
^d^y if it could be said to subsid^) ^hign pbe n?ad 
that the object qf her father's search wa$ iriot toibe 
found; having, he said, withdrawn t^toself. irpni 
Oxford the very day after the dfite of Mr, Paveft* 
pprt's letter. He had by chance seep this letter in 
J>avenport's hands^ and vfra^ astonished to .find* 
upon questioning him, that he was the DoctQr'3 old 
acquaintance and occ^^ftiq^l corresppnd^i)it< . . 

Why Tremaine had withdrawn, neither Daven- 
port nor th^' President of tb^ Coltf ge, (to the last of 
ivbpmh^ had merely signiQe^d his intention), could 
ev^n gu^99, limcib le99 t^ll 

From the Pc^ident, however, Evelyn was able, 
before b^ t0ok bis leave, to procure some few parti^ 
cul^rSi as %Q the life dnd habits. of hia ^cceotric 
friend, during his monastic seclusion : for such it 
seemed. 

' ** One would have supposed," SjEiid the President, 
" that these had been the cloisters of the Paraclete, 
9r L^ Trappe, instead of the rational retirement of 
a studious man ; so much did our friend shun the 
very little society that presented itself to him ; and, 
in regard (;o the silence, so nearly did he appear to 
have taken the vows. Had he been a§ devout as he 
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was regular in the dis€i|)line of prajcers, or had lie 
been as s^teady in his convictions as he was serious 

in lu0 subjects of enquiry, I should have thought • 

... • • • • » 

that -Abelard or De Ranee had renounced the 
tumults and temptations of the world, and had 
retired hither to repentance and meditation."*' 
" And yet^V added the President^ " considering 
liis «itF61uely ftip, titi^- iiiM 4)%h character in the 
world, and also many acts pf gdodness that came to 
our ears^— 'he was a mystery which t own I could 
not unravel." 

*^ Did he not communicate with you?" asked 
Evelyn. t- '• -• ^■■', 

*< Little," said the President, ^^ though more than 
vrith any one else. Our former acquaintance, and 
the turn of his studies, together, perhaps, with some 
little opinion he was pleased to have formed that I 
might be able to assist his objects, induced him to do 
me the honour of opening himself to mie in a very 
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* Pe Ranee was a man of' quality, early in the seventeenth cen- 
tuxy in France ; a scholar, hut of most careless and dissipated 
life ; in the midst of which, struck with several instances of pro- 
vidmce in the preservation of his own per8on> his conversion was 
perfected hy . the sudden sight of his mistress, whom he had gone 
to see (as he thought revelling in health and heanty) stretched in 
her coffin. At the age of thirty-seven he retired from court, where 
iVhiid[gf^ I^wer ; gave away his estates, and shut himself up in 
his'AlJlMg^'Kif^'I>» -'IVappe, of iMch he restored the ditfcipHn^ / - 
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Ismail de^dee, wlien mth bllven/lie was as silent as 

the night walks he was so fond oC * o ? ' j 
" May I ask those objects ?" said Evelyn/ - •' i 
" I have miscalled them," answered the Pre^deht. 

•— " I should rather have said the subjeols ^ he Was 

upon. ' 

" And what were they ?'' continued Evelyn. '' ' 

• • • 

^^ Metaphysics, and those of the deepest kind ; all 
the high geiiera ; the keenest subtilties of scepti- 
cism; Spinozism, Hobbes, and Des Cartes." » :i i 

" You make me tremble!" said Evelyft~" I 
would rather it had been the Bible, NewtoD, and 
Cbrke." . '■:-.:, 

" They were by no means wanting^" continued 

' • • • • 

the- Presideht; ^^ and the avidity with which all 
were pursued, vras more like that of a keen student 
about to take his degree' in divinity, than a mati so 
entirely of the world; for such he ceptttoly wasy 
however he might, from J know not what cttuse^ ' be 
enamoured of retreat." ••••-. 

" Did he assign no cause ?'- asked Evelyn. • •*^ . 

" He opened \nmse\(i^a$ sejf very little, 'or' rather- 
not at. uV,* ' ^ obSefved th§^; President; ^'^and it was 
not for m6 to aide hiss'^'c&nfidc^e. 'Yet it was^* evi- 
dent there vmssome^iQg^n'his mind more than 
mere love of phHosbpbyj or a Christifitn desire to 
work out s^vattcm.'^e^^ ^^» 

<* Was there ani/'thmg of the laHV^ enquireii 
Evelyn, with interest. 
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i "I should s^y, Tip( much,^' returned the PresU 
dent| ^^ though it ^^as certaioly not altogether ;^ant* 
ing. H^ia aim 609ipj^d $ruth." 

. ^^ Njo dpttbt) 3ut with all this, there ^as a 
gloom, a fear, a doubt of himself, and aU attended 
with .an indescribable . melancholy^ that made. me 
SometiiU^s susp0ct aU was not right in his head. 
Andt}ii|(; was mther <!onfirmed .than weakened h^ 
his mode .of living*" - , 

" As how ?'* asked Evelyn* 

<^ In ^, manner wholly unworthy pi^her his rank 
or fortune, or his known liberality. No acquaintance ^ 
scarcely a ^efvant, or a horse ; the mere College fare, 
^hpteVnious aa to that, and ^.Iways alone. Th^ haU 
Scarcely ev^if saw \xm, ; at^d his lamp burned long 
after every other in Q^ford was exti:ngoi8h^} and 
^ery sod. iij College at r^j." 
; <^ Ypu ioteliest me.grwtjy," w^d Evelyii— f^ and 
his departure you say ;*' , . . ^ : 

'^ Was ^Y^n tnQf:e sadden, and ui^c^^^t^d^tban 
hisarrivaU' A$ l^e . nv^rely wr^te me wQrd,a>veek 
hefore be .cari)e, of his, ip.tention . to .re^de Pii his 
feUow^hipj— which he had never, JOaknow? renounced 
amidst aU his gay or. busy pujrwit^-rrSO) th^ very 
day of his.qiiitjtiijg us,.. he cont«nt0d JiUns^lf y?ith 
announcing his intention to me, as his Siiperipr in the 
place> apd r^tprning his thanks fpr what he was 
pleased to call my civilities as a friepd*'^ 



t It was'vdtU gfirief ^hiH iRdi^aised',. that Evelyn 
Mi fbrdsd^ from tfais conTeitetioh^ to gi^ up all 
hope of the diflcoveries he had .todieavonred |o; make. 
Chie thing only appeared ; that Tremain^, whatever 
might have induced htm to fly even the commonest 
intercourse with the Mends who had once so ab- 
soTbed him, was deeply and sincerely plunged in 
thofie sabjects on wIhcIi they had so cruelly <li£^ed % 
and ir his object, as the good Firesideat said, was 
iruth, he could not^.ks Evelyn hoped, long resist its 
demonstration. 

This gilded a little, though but a little, the gloom 
tvith which he took leave of his College friends ; 
from whom he carefully concealed the real intention 
of his visit, which passed ibr one of mere interest 
about the place he had always so miich lov^d. He 
took London in his way back, on the thankless 
errand of inquiring at Tremaine's bankers, after 
that unfortunate friend ; — thankless, because nothing 
could he elicit from the real or well-feigrtfed igno- 
rance of the cautious pefsohsT of whom he made the 
inquiry. 

This overthrow to all hope, after it had been so 
excited, only made the situation both of father and 
daughter worse than it had been before. 

That lovely flower again hung its head, under the 
very hand th^t^«ideavdured, with uhremitting affec- 
lion, to. prop and protect . it. . Health secim^d or 



ev^r gone ; tlie liu)e mescal alA. tkfti had been 
used was discontinued, as unairailii^; and Evelyn 
agreed with his friend Dr. Asgill, who bad come all 
the way from Northamptoashiie to. visit them, that 
the case was beyond his reach. 

^^ The mind is always so," said this unpretending 
^rson, ^^ nor do we affect to cure it : it is sufficient 
happiness if we can reach the ills of body. But 
mind may be soothed, may be diverted, and partir 
cularly by change of place* Evelyn is too lonely 
for one who is evidently 

' Sicklied o'er, with the pide cast of thought" 

*^ You advise, then," said Evelyn, ^^ a change of 
air, offd^ce?" ', 

." I do,? siud Dr» Asgill, ^ and as far from home 
as you please." 



CHAP. in. 

A TOUR. 



« 



At pleasure km ve llOy a»Ar Orleansv" 



SHAKSPEARE. 



A stck mind ikida no ioletesi or pleasure, a^d 
therefore no ease, in citieB. 'Wliere men and wo* 
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men, and even children, are shouldering one ano- 
ther in a perpetual race— where every nerve striv^ 
and every pulse beats v^ith some great passion, even 
to bursting — there is no room for the stricken deer 
to lie down though but to die, much less to Wdea- 
vour to recover, .'.-*. 

The chariot wheels of Lord and Lady St. Clair, 
of Mrs. Neville, of Tremaine's political friend 
'Lord A. (wtio, it may be remembered^ had deserted 
him), a'lid of a hundred other minions of splendour, 
who have* their'' reward ' in this life,* drove not one 
inch the slower , than their usual pace," because 
Georgina might be dying of a hrokeii heart, or Tre- 
maine perishing, by inches* wherever he might be; 
the one in the cause of Heaven, the other of honour. 
No ! like Macbeth, they were content to find the 
' Be all, and the end all, here ;' and, provided that 
were brilliant, ^ they jumpt the life to come.* 
• It was not, thefefdre,'am6ng8iieh' as these, that 
either Evelyn or Georgina could obtain that di- 
version for thoughts ill at ease, or remedy for health 
underminedj^ which both of: theni so needed. Yet 
something there was to both, in the little excitements 
occasioned by a change of place, which no heart, 
however monotonously disposed, but sometimes 
feels. -This was not, however, in the towns they had 
visited. 'To Georgina, and Evelyn too, in their 
present state, London seemed one vast vacuity, anil 
Paris a burning dream. 
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It waB at the gate of a cottage garden in the Or« 
iMnnoisy.iQ one of the softest evenings ever known in 
Franoe, that a graceful little French girl, with bro\i^i\, 
hut well tttf ned hands, presented a scarcely browner 
loaf an4: a glasd of milk to Georgina ; and this little 
French girl looked so nat'oe and eveilUey and was 
dressed &o f>iquafnt^ly, in ^ jabket and short ju})e, 
showing the mosT chjEirming symmetry af^ev^ tum>; 
told th^ Ample rpse with which she had peeked her 
dark hair, just where it parted, MadqnMike, across 
her oval poKshed forehead,' was so tasteftiUy dis- 
'posed;; and moreover she, curt6fey^ her tbanb^^u) 
prettily for the little piece of silver bestowed upon her 
;fbr' tb'e inilk and bread she had supplied ; she was sp 
Jkumble, yet so proud wtthal, to have doneanyvthing 
for to dweet a lady — ^^ ]V[ademQiselle:est^i:doacej; et si 
mailade/'satd the little Fr^nOh girl; all this, togefher 
with the scene around, excited more interest in 
<Stoif[tna than any thing she had niet with since 'she 
.I^*Y^rkflh«re*^ ' - 

It was, ifideed, a scene to do- the' h^art- good ; espe- 
cially if it wanted soothing : for not ohly was the 
:air in tbat soft climate, otnd softest bf evenings, 
a luxury sufficient iot the most sickly s^nse, but the 
-cottage gardeil, ^t the gate of which the poor ex- 
hausted Geoi^ina had stopped, was a blaze of 
flowers, displaying such colours, and eniittiiig such 
scents, as we poor islanders, with all our Turalttiei, 
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are condemned never to know. Then^ again, in a 
large stack-yard, only just across the garden, the fra- 
grant process of buildhtg serenll hayricks was going 
on. These were supplied by a succession of carts, 
drawn by oxen, from the plain of Orleans, which lay 
but a short distance off. The venerable pile of its 
cathedral could indeed be distinctly seen in the dis- 
tance, and its curfew " hei^rd, as if waiipi«g all tra- 
vellers to 'come * within its protection before night 
should set in. 

' Oeoi^tna, however, was mach more ^UsffosedT to 
listen to a aong of birds, perftictly ravibhtog, that arose 
fromtbe echoing of a number, seemingly 'endWs, of 
AigiiitingaleB and thrushes, that li^sed on tbeb^nkvof 
tile copsy Mream which passed Mhe .end of the little 
gaidfen*: This fairy rivulet run winding under various 
root^mied banks, and gurgling over mossy stones, 
till it bi*oke out of the valley into the gr^t plain of 
Orleans abovementioned ; where, uniting itself with 
the Loire, it proceeded in broad and majestic march, 
till, at a distance, it seemed lost among the ever<4ne* 
morable walls and consecrated steeples of this old, 
eventful, and still respectable city. All ihn formed 
exactly a fit' scene, both foi* fiither and daughter. 
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CHAP. IV. 
ECCENTRIC. 



*< Thoiifh OOi %e maanesa, yet there's metiioa ia't ! " 

SHAK8P£AR£. 

^ Yott are a Gentleman of my o^n way." 

SHAKSPEARE. 



We haVe ^ixeited ourselves much in vain, if the 
I'eiider has not by this tiine formed such a notion of 
Ev^lyn^s ehaiMier, or rather disposition, as to be- 
lieve ihUi whenever he was free from the trammels of 
his drdifiliry life, he was any' thing but an ordi- 
nary ii#reller, over whatever road he chose to take. 
With all his practical knowledge and habits of bu- 
siness, he had been, particularly in hts youth, and 
was «ren now, the child of his feelings for the time 
bang. Thoae feriitigB, though always hatura], ap- 
proached sometimes even to the romantic. This had 
made him often be thought eccentric by the world ; 
though perhaps the eccefitricity was no more than 
to pursue a by-path or a crosis track, when the high 
beaten way v^as not so agreeable. I mean this not 
merely as a figure. 

He was particularly (bnd of making journeys, whe- 
ther of business or pleasure, on horseback ; and on 
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these occasionflno man aliTe, not of a similar mind, 
could make him out. A fine prospect wouM always 
take him a mile out of the road, perhaps over hedge 
and ditch ; nor, magistrate as he was, did he scruple 
to commit a trespass on such an occasion, if he could 
not enjoy what he wanted without it. 

Above all, what he could never resist when alone, 
was a clean village inn, or country garden, in any 
sequestered spot, if there was a rich, busy, or inerely 
quiet landscape Q4x>und it. Here he would some* 
times loiter for days at a time, though expected else* 
where. This was the sort of solitude he enjoyed ; 
and as he had always books, and read, wrote, and 
thought much> he traced many of his best acquisi« 
tions to these moments of seclusion. 
. Seclusion indeed he denied it to be; for though he 
might pass hours either in the window that had first 
tempted him, by overlooking a fresh' garden, or a 
wood impervious to the sun in the heat of the day, yet 
he could, he said, return to the world, whenever the 
stage coach stopt to water or change horses ;' and 
tliere was always the resource of the inn kitchen.. 

This liberty was so pleasing to him, that the prox- 
imity even .'of friends could not tempt him to inter- 
rupt it ;. and he is known to have passed two whole 
days at the gate of a park belonging to a v^ry oki 
ao^uamtance, without the owner of it ever knowing 
he had bton there. 



S8 TReMAii^s:^ 

Many, of hi& notes, with which hia books weHo 
plemeoUaLy ioteriined, were dated from these, out of 
the. way places^ which, to be. sui^ did not always 
seem. congeiuaL to. ll)^ . subjects revolved. Some of 
the deepest points in Adam Smith were 4ated from 
a goatherd^s cottage oa the Alps; and a Commentary 
on Coluber's Treatise oh the Soul was signed from 
the. Stag and Homids in. Windsor Forest. 

And yet^ I have often, heard him say^ thai aon«e 
of his purest enjoyments were the .fruit of these jtenvi 
porary deviations; which . however were generally 
much more agreeable to the master than to his un^ 
sentimental sewanlk. 

" You will lose ten hours if you -stay here. Sir"— t 
said his groom once to bin^ who was in alarm at 
his only eyeing the sign of the Royal Oak| hanging 
half way up. a hill, embosomed in wood. 

^' But I shall gain ten years of existence," replied 
Evelyn, ^^ so put np the horses." 

John knew there was nothing left for it, lor ." Mas^ 
ter," as he said to the ostler >as he helped to unsad* 
die, ^^ was in one of his whims." He therefore obey^ 
ed, whistling, not for want oi^ but to divert thought; 
for, in fact, he wanted to be. home, and could not 
help lamenting that so wise a man as his master 
should knoW' so little about travelling. 

Such weve some of the passages of his fortner, and 
particularly of his bachelor life ; and his disposition 
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<m these paints was participated) iillhealth forbade, 
by the partner of hisheart. Itfaad now rather scib^ 
sided, but to^ily reviyed when occasion ealled jt forth ^ 
and in these respects, and at -the present momenty 
though little equal now to any thing out of the: beaten 
track, he was not ill seconded by the drooping Geor- 
gina herself. 

^^ i\nd what is your name, petite?*' asked the Doe- 
tor of the -little French hostess.- 

" liisette, Monseigneur," returned she, dropping 
her twe»tieth curtsey rery low indeed^ atrbeiitg^poken 
to, as. she thought, frofuc his bl^ck-habk, and ba- 
rouche aquatre chevaux, by a Bishop, or grand 
Yieaii^, at least. 

" And how far to Orleans?" 

" C'est tout pr^s," ecmtinued Lisptte, <^onIy the 
bridge is broke down, olose to the city, and the ford 
is very bad.*' 

^^ Ce n'est rien," said the postillion, striding up in» 
his long jack bqots, ^^ and besides, there is- a ferry 
boat, and we can shift ^U the luggage*" . 

"And the inn?" 

*< C'est superbe," cried the pOBCilHon, ^^et pourle 
chef de cuisine, un Cordon bleu ! You will be therc^ 
in no time,'* continued the postillion^^^^ You woald 
have been there add at 3upper, by this^ if it had not 
been for this little cAo^e, aivlherdianti% de pahi bie.^' 

The postillion, ihough a Frenchman,, was not 
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seilUmental, and bad little f aste for CQttages, wh^n 
there were all the charms of the Lion d'Or, in the 
grande place d'Orleans, close by. the magnificent ca- 
thedral, and the evening promenade of thewbole town 
besideSi only waiting, as it were, for their arrival. 

Both Evelyn and Georgina thought differently. 
They looked and looked upon the landscape, and 
scented the Surrounding sweets again and again, and 
felt all the charms of sttmtHfier' twilight stealing over 
their seiAes. : ' 

" My dear," said the Doctor, " l*m thinking, if 
such a thing were possible, and we could stay here 
to-night, instaad of going into a close town" — 

" It would be delightful !" exclaimed Georgina*-: 
^^ and we might be amused with Lisette." 
. " Let us enquire," said Evelyn. 

" If there is but bedding," added Georgina, ^* we 
shall want nothing else ; I care little for the cordon 
bleu."— ' ' 

** I see an atbour of vine leaves," observed Eve- 
lyn, getting t)ut of the carriage. 

La petite Lisette wondered what all this was to 
lead to, seeing him and Gdoigina's travelling maid, 
(not Winter) desce(id fi-om the barouche. She wil- 
lingly, however, attended them, answering all their 
questions with great promptness ; but when she 
found what was their aim, her countenance suddenly 
fell, she shook her head^ and exclaimed with that 
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f^peiij iott do^daureud: nvSueh noiMs bit a F«en«h girl 
can expiress. 

^'H^bs! c'est impioafiiUe. Nora ti'i^fo^g rief]^ 
dig^ de MadennQisell&^iii chaoobffe, ni Ui : et ma 
mere ! obi ciaumiie cela est maHi^ilettX !" 

Eivelyn ansireved with .a ^^ comment ?" mA found 
that ilihi little Liisette, who .at most yms but thir^ 
teen, bad been left with her father^ a market gar* 
dener, for two days, in charge of the cottage^ whil^ 
her mother was gone to put in order the chateiau, on 
a neighbouring hill above, belonging to a^Btleman 
who was expeeted every day fintm due aouth. 

^' C'«st.niaUieui%ttK," repeated Lkette, ^^ il n'y a 
rien, nipaur la osisine, ni pour la.cbanibffe, point 
de salon,* point de linge, rien que des flewrs," look* 
ing'at her own face, and the rose ia her hair, in the 
.only bit of glass to be found in the cottage. 

In effect, however, Evelyn was much better satis- 
fied than he himseli^ much more Lisette, could have 
expected. The cottage was, in- fact,''a fishing-house, 
belonging to the chateau above; there was a good 
sitting room, and at least one good bed-chamber; 
and every bod^ knows that in France, whatever else 
may be wanting, ^tolerable bedding is generally sure 
to^e found. 

The barouohe contained all requisite lin^ and 
all materials f^r Geoi^n&'s little mesoes; in short, 
she 1^ out of the carriage Xw^ and jiealed b^rsel^ 

TOL. III. c 
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after rather a faliguing day, in tbe freshest of French 
i¥indow8, looking immediately into the smooth gli- 
ding river beneath, from which the last gleams of 
twilight seemed to be retiring, while a lovely moon 
was just beginning to rise. Here she continued, 
and endeavoured to soothe her weakened spirits, 
while her kind father, with her maid, a French tra- 
Telling valet, and the proud and pleased Lisette, 
had soon put every thing in the beat order the 
adventure (for so for want of a better it seemed) 
would admit of, 

<^ This is better than the Lion d'Or," sei4 Eve- 
lyn, pressing her hand, after both had in silence 
been contemplating the beautiful night vision, at the 
still open window of the pretty fishing-house. 

^^ That river is not unlike the Wharfe in dear 
England^^' observed Geoi^gina, with a sigh. 



CHAP, V. 

A RENCONTRE. 



»f 



^' WiU you encounter tbe house ? 

SHAKSPEARE. 



The next morning Georgina arose a good deal re- 
freshed, and by no means the worse for havingslept in 
a pure honey-suckled air, instead of the smoke of tbe 
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Qwnde Place d*Cfrleans; The pretty Lisette, too,' 
continued to amuse her-— performing all the duties of 
a hostess (by no means leaving out that of prattling) 
to admiration. Had she been deficient, indeed, the 
father had now come to her asisistance. But be was 
a plain man, of not near so many words, intent upon 
bis garden toil, which led him daily to the market at 
Orleans; and little more could be got 'from him^ 
than regrets that la bonne femme should be absent 
at such a time. She was, howeverj Tamie, et la con- 
fidente de Madame la Concierge of the chateau on 
the hill ; and, as the announced return of the owner 
was very sudden and unexpected, she could not pos- 
sibly be spared from her task of providing furniture, 
particularly beds and linen, from the most celebrated 
tradesmen at Orleans, where she at present was. 

"And who is the owner?" asked Evelyn, while 
Jerome was tying up his bundles of flowers, and fill- 
ing his pottles with raspberries for the market at 
Orleans. 

He really could not tell, except that he was grand 
officier militaire, who had just succeeded to the estate 
by marrying the heiress. 

*^ And who was she ? " 

Of that too Jerome was ignorant ; for he was him- 
self a mere vieu:^ soMat, only lately settled in thofie 
parts; but la bonne femme, Tamie de Madame la 
Concierge, knew all about it, and would certainly 
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tell all she knew if Monsieur d^d not intend to pr&« 
ceed immediately on his journey'. 

'Twas the la^t thing that Monsieur did intend ; 
for, pleased himself, and seeing his daughter pleased 
vrith their pretty quarters, he resolved to dlay where 
he was, for at least that niorning. 

He proposed boating (for Jerome had a boat), and 
Georgina, too^ said dhe should lore a 'few hours by 
that pretty river's »de> while, thfe bay was strewed in 
its very sweetest fragrance, on both its banks. Eve- 
lyn was delight^ that any thldg cofild please her, 
and told her she was queen of the day. Accbrdiog* 
ly, a garden chair was carried out into the pleasant* 
.est part of the meadow, directly opposite the chateau 
, which rose on the other much higher bank of the 
stream. Georgina was soon established with some 
books, and attended by Lisette, — who, wbild she 
staid,^ supplied the place of them; and the Doctor 
had the delight of seehig, almost for the iirst timefor 
many a long month, something like placidity on the 
cheek of his invalid. 

The hearts of both seemed to dilate. They look* 
ed along the plain where every thing was so rich, 
with the broad road winding through it, between a 
4ouble row of elms, and cattle of all kinds tended by 
herdsmen from the busy city. There the great 
church always closed the prospect, in grandeur more 
venerable for a thousand classical associations that 



ifttihded k^ wh^hsr &ra. FMiiehiiMiii* otma En* 
gikbaiam 

^^W^Bhall MtheabUlostir toKlftj/' ifeUIBSiie* 
Jyiu 

^^I know not why w^ dMuld," observed CiMr* 
giaa; ^^«9id I tbink yon bawe a tristftl eye M 4lie 
ohateaabtt Ike UU b^^iro us." 

^^ It qlMids exactly wke*e it oiigkt^'' velunMcL the. 
Doclorj, ezaaeiniiig It cfkioallyw ^ TliOBe giey^ brick 
tniretSy heeTylecUle^ ropft, and gilt "vanea^ eve Tery 
QMtek to. my teete^ wcA 1 qaestion if thM meM of ye^, 
^a ckHdiy jduure% just abmg tke terrace orerkangkng 
u% nmy net aoliiaUy he eut into a teniple; pevkape 
ei«a a peacock itself eould one bttt sea tke uiaicUiw'^ 

MWky aoi loake tbf^ attempt?" sakl Georgina* 
^^ As fb» Bte^ I am so mack taken witk laia^'e ae- 
coant of a fitee ska^rfi. allowed lo go to tkis time last 
year at GMe|n% ikat yon need not fear lea^ring me 
afoaa." 

Evelyn patted ker ckeek^aad set off for a little 
bnM%a tk«^ led oter tbe river iflittedmtciy up the 
hill, to tbe Chateau de St. Jules. He iraft sdon 
there, iM^ found no other diflSeulty in entering the 
garden, along one side of which tbe buildings ranged 
tbemeelves^ than arose from the immense weight of 
the iron gates ^t let hkn in. . Tlie great door of 
the house waa in the same heaty taste^ and certainly 
htd kept the interior safe from at leaH ^^^ <^y^ 
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of .L«fri» :XIV. .wheD the. v front "seemed to haw^ 
been erected. That too was open, and led intaa 
haU, fitttn which, oh each Bide, was a complete 
e$ffilade of apartments, handsome from their spacious*' 
nefp, >i|t a)l withdut f umiture* As it never odcurred 
to Eireljn that he might be taking too great a lt«: 
berty, even with an empty house, he became in a voo^ 
ment under thd influence pf that irre^lar impidse of 
fedtfig that has been mentionied, and gave way^ witb<» 
out sample^ to his curio^iiy, or rather his t^sCa for 
an dd buildi^g^ . The style of it brought old Lewis^ 
and all his court, befi>re him ; Y illeroy , Boqmlaorrey 
BnsBac,^ Madame de Maintenon, La yaU^ie> S|6« 
vign^ and a thousand others; and.be paced the 
rooms, and afterwards the gardes, and then the 
rooms f^n, with all the liberty of an absent man* 
9e was, therefore, almost surprised, in one oi lua 
wanderings, to be asked his bunness, by an eldearly 
female of good address; evidently from the bilnch of 
keys at her girdle,, jthe Madame la Concierge of 
w>9m be had heasd. IX^ja3r<ca{iandla|i^ts,8bolt 
qrimson petticoat Uipder her :white jacket, sUppfsrs 
down at h^, and milk white cotton stockings, dis*! 
p|#yed the .c^itiplet^'Qrleaanoise, and Fr^ich bonne 
boi^lgeoiae... Thoii^h. M^ed with g^eat civility, it 
ipuftt be pwQed the qi^^e^ipn was a puzzling one, and; 
the answer to it still more so. It was, at least, not 
easy for a grave English diving like Evelyn to ez«« 
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)>l«in to a French housekeeper, that he was k man 
who, on his traYelS) generally followed the whim of 
the moment ; and that that whim, combined with a 
great iailcy for examining empty houses, and a par* 
ticttlar taste for the style of Lewis XIV. had led 
him, unbidden, and without permission, to scale the 
territoij of Mount St. Jules, and invade her do* 
minion ia the manner she saw. ^ 

<<C'estfort extraordiiMdi^e," smd the Concierge^ 
<^ bten qu*il n'y a rien k voir. Nous ne sommes pas 
m£me meubl^s ; *' and then she went on to say, that 
dttdn, tables', beds, atid vaitfselles de cuisine, all Irere 
to arrive, cmly that Very day, in barges, from Orleaiis. 
There was nothing but her own room, and thb cabif^ 
net and petite chambre de lit de Monsieur, at the top 
6€ one of the turrets, that cbidd be said to have any 
fiimittire in them at all« Evielyn would then' have 
abided leave to see the style df the room whieh liietdp 
of the turret contained, and of which he supposed' 
l9ie corrasporident turret at the end of the galtery 
was « counteipart ; but th^ old lady, hearing a step 
from the little jitaircasie, at the boltote of whiefalbej^ 
had beenf debating, put hei' finger on her momkr 
while she looked at the doot of the stadncase* Tha(< 
door opened, and to the utter and ovorpoweriAg 
atfoi^hm'eiit'Of Evelyn, he beheld TrHuaiM. 
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«' I nerer heard of suolr Motlur fMUMtir, iviiidk- 

fHAKSPEAAB. 



MMiB?«xtr«oi«hiOTy fbingft Chan tlMB knft kaipptt* 
dl. Tlot & num wha thragV* hiiaidf sr m&akon^ 
h$faaAAe99B^€i hini«» i mmimiAia H, m akqge 
widctttpfej.dMautinaTeiy ivdml port of Ffance^ 
ahonU be aoboyed a4 hftYiag Ms mimiiieiit inter- 
ntftitA by iIm rfiattenng of a Ffotfa faacmeiDBcpcr 
iritb a pMiyni^ tmretfcf^ and, bakig iaucnipted, 
fliwfdd riiiit iqar hi* bookt, add dcacend to see* wboy 
md ^rtuit waA( tbe> eaw^ of iv**cftnnot be wouAenA 
$Uf. Tliftt Tftmnine AkkM, I» lim.MHaiMB«feiktey % 
tbewofki HKnnefbm wtr, and be gtad to haw ibaod 
tftieb a reVveat, h at Iktla tatomAingi and bow he 
fbimd it^ -will be prvsently ezplaiaec^ wiAoiit t&ere 
being airf dmig aMtnelkms in it^ . . 

On -flie ether band, that bla two iriencb fthootd, 
in their sta&7 and with the medical opinion glveti, 
also haTe resolved upon visiting France^ is in 
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nobrinfc tiiffmsittg; .neither cm it uiqmA^ 
bftviag vesoMd to go lai tha/aonib, akid Qrlef «s 
hmtvg in the direct voad to the lottth, tht^i^auld 
h^ve taken that read in the parent of th^r ob*^ 
ject, and step pre^^jr wKere they did f^p^ to gite 
rest and diversion (the very thiiigfi tbejr'caiM'fer) to 
the poor Gebrgina. 

Then again, that ^ Frnicb gicl is a veey mnueing 
llung, and that Liaette was a Frmich gi A m^ 

— Bat hold^ I have surelj shown enyn^ of what 
may ba called second eau^ in this ai&ir^ to prdve 
ihat it waUy ikras not preteniattisal ; a»d may Aerie- 
fiire Te^ituvB to proceed wtt^ my narrature* 

7he meeting.miiy be conceived, but not deeenbed ; 
at leafit no|; by me. I never 'was goc^d at what is 
called a scene, though I dan fiuthfully record irbftf E 

The ajBt^nishsieati the. perturbation, the ftar, the 
joy, thc| doubt, the coavincing endirace, the shake by 
the hand, renewed and venewed, wiule thepauvre 
concierge ^rem^ned in the backrground, astdnnded, 
dismay edy and yet so excited as to. be jincdblsi to quit 
ifae'sppt ; all this the reader must fiincy £ot xaoy and 
aeUow the mattpv to 'sai}<^de a Uttl^ before I pro- 
ceed wi^k kny story. : : ^ 

Atiirii48r twoin.tl^e gailei^ brought things Ik Jittle 
eouod ; and we .may fancy; the friends 9$,0ppit^gy as 
they fceqitenliy di4> to survey, perhii^ to cifiticise 
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each cAiBtf each thinking, and not fiir wrong in dp** 
ing so, thalhiB firiend'a looks w^fe all the worse since 
they parted. Put when to Tremaine's queatioii, >yhat 
brought Evelyn to Fiance, he answered, with a sigh 
of onxieity,.^^ My daughter's health," — the eagernesa 
with which the enquiry was pursued, and the over- 
whelming agitation with which Treniaine Jeamed 
that she was luit only at hand, but almott within 
view, — all thift I must trust to the reader^s imagina- 
tion ; for no picture of mine can do it justice* 

<^ Gracious Heavens!" at last exclaimed Tre-. 
maine; ^^ what then has been my fiUe ! I have beea 
driven into bsinishment by her own command ; com*, 
polled by that. CQm^land to forego, to renounce, to 
lose her society; and find her by chance^ <mly per^. 
haps, to lose her for ever ! " 

Evelyn was astonished at some parts of this speech^ 
but endeavouired to comfort him, by saying that their 
reunion might do much for them all ; but at present 
the difficulty was, to know how to break the intelli- 
gence of their extraordinary rencontre, without over- 
poiyering her already shattered nerves. , 

^^Alas! my friend," said he, f^ to break up that 
opeoing scene, of what it might have pleased Heaven 
to convert into the perfection of mortal happiness, 
was sufficient- bitterness; but you must not be of- 
fended if I tell you, you made, bitterness tenfold more, 
bitter, by withdrawing as you did, without |in inti«i 



mrmtion of jbatAeAgn^ or voachsafing ftft^rWards^'fbr 
near eighteen long months^ one single word of your- 
self^ your health, state of mind, or of those opiiuons 
upon which, you must have known, the happiness 
of us all wi» staked. Surely ihis was unkind to my 
poor girl, and much lias she rued it» God gtaht she 
may ever yet I'ecover I ** 

Treraaine, infinitely ihoted, expressed Us astonish- 
ment at thia reproach. 

<^ Was I not exiled," said he, " not merely fioili 
my hopes, but my delight in her society, by her own 
determination ? Was not my <i^ntinUanfce neair her, 
or even in England, refused by herself? Alas ! am I 
to be reproached with these sad consequences of se- 
paration, when I myself repined at what I thought 
her unnecessary caution, I may say^ almost her in- 
justice, for condemning me to it ?" 

"Nay, now my dear friend," said Evelyn, clasp- 
ing his hand^ <^I cannot undlsrstand you ; you hinted 
riddles to me just now; you have now told me &- 
paradox which yourself must unraveL To banish 
you from our society, much more from England, Was 
what neither I, nor my poor girl, ever either wished^ 
or presumed to advise. Witness my own pui^it of 
you, first to Belmont, and then to Oxford." ' 

" You are Equally paradoxical/' leturhed Tre- 
maine ; " for surely the long letters I wrote, both to 
you and Georgina^ the night befoi'e I left Wooding^ 
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tOP^ mii^ coBiniQe yon, that in loiiviiig yoa i« I 
4if)i I obejpfd your owq wiab^a. la tbeaei I Uft k 
19 yoiitp decide upon my stay or my banurkmeot 
SnnA Soglniid itself, togedier with all ftrther ioter- 
^ounie ; only entreating, that if the laii was your 
4l»mQtif 1 might gather it simply from your silence, 
as I could not bear a formal decree*" 
. ^^ lam all astonishment I" repCed Evdiyn; '^nor 
can I unriddle this mystery ; and yet 1 am upon the 
whole jdieaaed^ for it oonvulces me that you wave not 
proud.'' 

<<Proudl Proud to Georgina t " 

^ No I I lOn quite sure yoii could not be sou And 
yet these letters that you speak of! None of them 
eter came to hand«" 

> Tremaine started^ and rubbed his fmdiead, aa if 
to rouse recollection.'' 

» f^ My scoundrel yalet ! " exdmmed he, ^^ Dupuis ! 
do you remember him ? " 

^^ It ia impossible to foiget him.^' 

<^ To him I confided these lettem, I passed great 
part of the night in writing them ; he took them at 
early mom, and joined me at Ferrybridge, whi»« I 
waited for the answer; but answer, brought he 



none." 



^^ Did he give no account ?." aisled Evdyn. 
• ^^,Too good a one. He sud he brought me your 
respects, but that was all. Alas 1 6rom the form I 
had put it in, it was answer enough !" 
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^ I oiHb thiB piizdes me," 'said Et^)f9i. << People 
sekloin do ill without motive i but hei^ v^b Ao in* 
terest.'' ' 

^ I am equally embairasied/' said Tremaine» 

That tbe reader imiy not be embarrassed uk>yl 
must request him to go back with me to that last 
eonvmation between Evelya and lY^^tson, two 
mormngs after Tremaina's departure f^onv Vi^ooding* 
ton, in which Watson had protested thlit the 
Frenchman had been ordered oter to Ev^yjiHall, 
by )iis master. 

This was strictly the truth ; but because he we« 
ordered, it by no means follows that he obeyedt) In 
fncty this prince of valets was much too great a man 
to allow any business, even of a master, to iiltei^re 
with his own convenience or pleasures, and much 
top good a Frenchman not to have a litile affiiir of 
gallantry of his own on hand, exactly at the mo« 
ment when this order was given. Strictly to obey, 
and wait at Evelyn Hall till letters were written, and 
then ride post to Ferrybrifdge, would overthrow all 
his plans, and prevent a promised meeting with the 
very^Hy but blooming daughter of a neightionrlng 
farmer. Fl*omr the orders issued^ too, it was p^baps 
the only meeting hp could ever enjoy with his Helem 
and the' flesh and blood of a Frenchman could not 
withstand the temptatii()n held out to htm of hc^d 
Ibt soceesB, in pref^tice to the performance of ^o 



ilrifling « dtfty as delivering a letter* As tae6fl* 
jsequeneesi it whs oAlj to take a verbal compliment 
to his master that his letters were received, 'and as 
he had resolved to quit a place so Kttle congenial to 
his tast^ he calculated^ (and was not wrong) that, 
by giving instant warning, he should be out of reach 
«ven of enquiry, long before his neglect could \be 
4)i96overed* Accordingly, he gave his few remaining 
hours to his assignation with his fair one, instead of 
dancing attendance at Evelyn Hall; and as to the 
letters, after an abortive attempt to read themj to 
guard Itgatnst ilccidents he threw them into the fire. 
He then, in conformity with his plan, on joining his 
master^ persisted in asseverating that no answer, 
fitrther than compliments, was returned. . . 

This^ as we have seen, was critical to the fate of 
Tremaine^ to the health of Geoigina, and the happier 
ness of all* For we have hinted how Tremaine had 
shaped his application* He had indeed made Geor-* 
gina. the arbitress of his conduct. He had told her 
that he would either continue wttkin the pale and 
protection of his happiness, as he called the piecintt 
pf Evelyn Hall, — where he would do his utmost; 
with the assistance of her &ther, to work out . those 
opinions on which his all of happiness depended, 
but which even such a reward should never make 
him fbrfeit his,sin$:erity, in professing without con* 
viction ; ox he would l^ave th^ neighbourhood, and 



evejk the kingdom itself, if ehe preferred it^x>r^liQ!Kigh(i 
it would condoqe most to the r^coir^ry jcfiketqyit^ 
serenity,— fwliich. he grieved> he said, to think Mh^ 
invaded. Only, addctd h©> with perhaps a too jC%uti?, 
ous.and prophetic £ear for his own nenre^ ^^ if the: 
last should be your deei^on, and you really wish me. 
not jto.see you more, do not harrow me or yourself 
with reasons* Your silence alone I shall %oo well/ 
comprehend, and no answer will b^ the mOst d^isiye* 
one I can receive." 

The consequence^ of all this are known^ and: it » 
fonm only one more pro<^ though a very sp^ia) one, 
of . 

• ' ' Whst gretit o^nU firom tiiTlal causes spring.^ ' 



CHAP. VIL 
THE LOIRE. 



'' At Measure h«re we Ue, .near Orleans.'* 



On Evelyn's return to the fishing-house, it re^* 
quired infinitely less penetration than belonged to 
Georgina, to perceive that there was some interest 
in the Chateau de ^u Jules, which her father, in 



g&mmA %t> oohfidii^y ifas eaieSiI to tfmcmi fniai htf^ 
Bdt that be shdukl pn^MMe staying loc^r } ttt all 
Us wits and sertaiits to wortc in making tb^ hiaiise» 
both inside and out, more comibrtatble Ibr.hia 'm* 
valid r and even resolve to take a journey or tvro 
himself to Orieans^ to make puiEcbases for that pov* 
pose — all this did not surprise ber. it fell in very 
wsU v4tb the little taste for adventure we baM com* 
memorated | and she was so delighted Herself with 
her window overhanging the stream, if (Hdy te sit 
quiet and list^fi to the leaping of tbe tvout ia a 
hot morning, that th^r staying there seemed the 
most natural thing in the world. A very few articles 
from a menuisier of OrleanSy brought by water to 
the very door of the fishing-house, made her feel 
quite at home, and she was so soothed by the whole 
pastoral scene, that she had no wish to move. 

Still she could not account for her father's fre- 
quent long absences, daring tb? two or three mom* 
ings that afterwards ran on, and always, as he said, 
at the chateau, or at Orleans itself. It was in 
vain he explained that it was no longer quite the 
empty bouse he at first thought it — that he had 
found a library and pictures, and loved the style of 
it more and more; ' |I$r o>m wiA to' visit it t9as 
alwiiys opposM, on the groand that d^ ^s^ too 
weak XQ mount the- hi)l;'a' reaefoo, alas !,rl)t|(. too 
well ' foui^edi but on thiayt' very Acootunt; a tea* 



MB idMi ftor ii^%ft^ not Iwmg, bmu «» moch 

K€T«r WM m ffiMd: ftifaee » punribd, toi ^Umf 
tmamitfj m parny qmslioiis Sima » cUttiglilw far 
iMadl l^o^|«e»Kit6^aHlhMwl^ mmi i\mtsm^09m 
pmidy oatiiacl j9i^». Tet, iF ever it eeutdbt jui* 
iilM^ k ^««s sorely here. The grmtMy ithe <kte^eM 
iMiiiiAii, ki>fiicty ocMfiiedhiRr; andto gw»«llitlc| 
fli^ry Mtde lame befiwe he eoidd resoWe^Wllelhelr li« 
Aottld canry Tremeine to bis dai^liter, eeemed of 
ih^w^jr minefie ccnsecpienoe to* h » {ieart*$ beitin- 
teiBM^- 

it ]»i^ be (sepposed that bk joy on meetiiig hie 
trieSNl Miae not so- absorbing as to> be fiee ftom a inix^ 
t«c df arnciei^ ab<M the ^mt pi^mi. Iiv ftct, k 
was opp^nnoat with Ibisft, atid mfiigled itseljf^ thoof^ 
tacitly, with every fediing thai geided him, and 
e¥*ry word he uttered. T& restore IVenMne ahd 
CiMtgnoi 10 one ahother'd presence, yet slil! foriMd 
their mitiAs^ ftons mmmgy aeemed i^t QiAf tm^ bat 
m the bi^iest diegieediai^«erottsw 

QiiAeftsf^fty, Anrefo^becMall hecouldlo 
e^de TreiiRme*8 ardent wish to waH upon Geor» 
gma; and die slate of tier heakhilbmkbedUfii with 
btrt too good a reason to pvemL Ohi the second^ 
Ittvii^ fesoWed to g0 to QrkaVis to^ provide for their 
tiiitofis Itttle wants, he insisted npe» hk fiteod'to 
#>i«igthe boftoors of the eity, wkk which be was 
well acquainted. 
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Bdhcild diem^.lhm, (embMbed m one tif thefcoUti^ 
try boaC% with a lattice sail, laden with crockery ami 
wMie jai% . aiid^ i^idiiig along that sparhlii^ - riv^, 
wincHng in-^ bcautifid reaches above^ three totH^ 
thioiigh the fenile^^ plain up to the very city ; Itixn^ 
Slant weadoiirs on.each side filled with people ; tbe^ 
little. hiUr rising suddenly, and . crowned with pMity 
^las beloi^ng:to the bona bourgeois of cthe tow% 
with now and then a .Chateau de SeigneOr^^lite 
Mount St. Jules } the opening straelft and jchtttcksi^ 
as you approach the mouldering but pieturesqnA" 
walls : all this, together with the equable, chesrfiil 
motion of the boat, the bells of the horses^, ssnd 
fiong9^ the conductors in the towuig path^ would 
have made Evelyn, and Tremune too, as iiaf^yaft 
sense could hav^ made them, but for their seore^ 
thought, add inward melancholy. 

^^ Coi^ss this is a beautiful scene,'' cried Evelynf 
^ and worth all that riches can procure,* although 
we pay but a piece de vingt quatre sous tor it." 

'^ I do indeed," said Trefiaaina^ and I confess also 
^tlmt though I hale impertinent people .as nmoh as 
eyer, I am now as much #live as perhaps you would 
have me, to the aimpler s<Sene8 of nature ; — ^nay, and 
ift^^ jny solitude I have at length learned to extract 
MEUHement, if not profit, from a boor. Perhaps^ 
top,"-^nd he hesitated,-^nay, even a blush, thou^ 
not of pride, .tilled his sallow chsek as be :said i^ 
— ^^ this is not all I have to confess." 



;Ef<el7nici0ked st him-rmdi'lnmdl; imkieiy, tcr 
eacamiDe.'in >» eBUfUeimxice if mDre.iwi8 there thajv 
1mA m^ tbe ear. It A» cer^ia that < the iatereel? 
¥ibicb Ifit7.,upper«ti08t with biiQ^ vrtts^iill ex^ited^ 
Tanking he understood him^ he exckmoed^ > 

*^ With wbi^t delight shall I hail thoee iwneraMfr 
piles we fure approaching^ if they have restored 1113F 
djiend to VLSf such in all points as Heaven intended 
him to be I'* . ' 

This was all the allusion he ventured ta make to 
t^ plie great Subject of his thoughts* He saw hj 
thet mafineir in which this was taken^ that h^was 
ui^rstopd^ ,JLt was all he cocdd .then expect ; and^ 
indieed, their arrival at the busy wharf where thej^ 
wre to latMl, {Hfeyented m(»re. 



CHAP. Vllt. 

-THE CLOISTERS* * 



^* At pleasure here we Ue> near OfleiMK^ 

SHAKSPBiliaar 



« Ah ! que c'est une superbe ville qu* Orleans P* 
This is Ale exclamation of n^y Frenchman as" htf 
appftoM^hea it ; and the ejptthet is fbf once not undei- 
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atfiwd* (MmpAi mt8 Amn die wilev ia a Ittd»^ Mmi- 
€tiaikrliilly^ wilb » brid|g0 below of tioBteen arebe% 
endailiemite luuigfaig»8boitt» Its Vniveimtj, fcubdU 
ckhf VhSiippttle Btt; ito forty- tamwh 9ad fert)f» 
eight CaiMHMBy of which tw^Te aie digiiitams ; 
abomall^ i(i>8iicient gnmim» as a Church, aacttiU 
ka kyenda^^Doea it not do the imrpBi heait goo4 
toi ace a place fike thie prenerved frofltt Attik bjF tiia 
prayers of a Bishop, and from the English by the 
•voffd. o£a holy .naid ? 

Evelya thought of none of these Aiiq[B^ when he 
fian landed with Treaiaiiie ; biH, widi a mind fyi 
^ another subject, walked sdraught to th^ laeafaH 
aier^^ where they both busied themselves abMli 
Georgina's comforts. Afterwaifds, iofl^, thej^ ^ 
sited the cathedral, and having filled themselyes 
with much ancient lore, the short but impressive 
annals of the dead, they walked an old cloister, that 
abutted upon the Bishop's garden, and seemed 
abandoned to them and sUenoe^fagr all the world, 
save now and then where a solitary ecclesiastic 
crossed their path, in his habit, proceeding on the 
little busiaflaaef the ebiirch,. betweea the Bishop and 
the Chequer. 

^^ This is indeed,*' said Evelyn^ 

UoBieQiei ^moi&t wUcjgi \mA lately heee ^ ctcftd ia a 
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potfkt where tWo dlotsteite tmi^ and tlogether with aa 
abundance of painted glass, whose rich tints blasted 
in a dfeep %\^w6f ccAomsg trcm tbeMnid-day sun, 
gave a solemn magnificence to the plaee, even ifi th^ 
eyes of a 'Protestant dtVitie. At <tfaat sioaleil^ ^ne 
^f the ecclesiastics abc^e«f»ciitiOfied passing tiairovi^h) 
crossed himself with great reverence, bowifeg low as 
lie peii^sed the crUCifix. 

*^ I am not surprised,*' saad Ti^main^ ^ at this 
ostentation ; and I should conceive, though the rer 
fierehce inspired is evidently artificial, yet as the 
object is to create habitual eeveience amodg ignorant 
people, it is not without ks use." 

A young girl, who could not be above etgbteen, 
add of the lower order, but decent and senious in 
:b6r appe^ance, now apprdaSched tbe cfuotfix, and 
passing into a little enck>sed niche, that had the 
look of a shrine, threw hcfrself with ^fervour on her 
l^ne08, and with dalped bands and downcast eycfia^ 
from which tears at last. fell, ejaculated several pmy« 
ers to herself^ in great. and evidently sincere emotion^ 

'^ Some pmiance," observed Evelyn ; and the two 
friends, respecting her condition^' mo^i^d from W* 
Returning, they found her retiring with sOBPiellHng 
like composure, after hating performed this imposed 
.or voluntary duty, what^v^ H might be. 

^^ This dms^ not €eem artificial," observed Evelyn- 

t^ Cej^tjainly not ; tbtit poor giil is all die b^ter £)f 
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her devotions, from a confidence in their efficacy,*' 
said Tremaine. 

*^ She thinks her prayers have been heard," re- 
inarked Evelyn. 

*' Undoubtedly ! and this is a happy sight.*' 

^ That you should at length think so !" said Eve- 
4yn, considerably moved. 

^^ I have long thought so," rejoined his friend, 
^^ long (for why should I disguise it ?) felt all that 
sympathy which you once so memorably explained 
to me, and felt too, that the devotion of sympathy id 
hot unreal because it is sympathetic." 

« My dear Tremaine," cried the Doctor, pressing 
his hand, ^^ these are joyful tidings to me. But 
why, (for I must in all kindness reproach you) why 
have you concealed this so long from those who 
would have been so gladdened by hearing it ?" 

*^ You know not how far I can go, or where stop 
.*ort,» replied Tremaine : « I know not myself the 
^extentof my own progress to what I would fain think, 
and yet cannot be convinced, k truth; I am not 
•what I was-i-I even detest my former blindness, my 
hardness of heart. But even now I am little sure; 
I am indeed still full of doubts; and were this a pro- 
per place and time, I would immediately open to you 
this too interesting, too saddening field of thought. 
At any rate, the time seems come for confessions, far 
.IHher than those of the poor girl who has just left' us. 
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I have^ however, been restnuned from this and every 
thing, by doubts of another nature." 
'^ I beseech you explain;" said Evelyn. 
^^ Briefly then, I suspected my own motives might 
not be so sincere as yet they must be, before- ev«n the 
Heaven I aim at .here below should be mine, if really 
I could gain it." 

"And this," added he, after a pause, " is one, 
the strongest reason, for my thinking myself not yet 
in a condition to make the very few communications 
I have for you." 

" Still, and always honourable," exclaimed Eve* 
lyn, fervently ; " but I beseech you explain even 
here (and I know no place more appropriate out of 
our own England), explain here.and at once to what 
point you have attained, and what is still in doubt." 
" Alas !" returned Tremaine, ^^ 1 have the misery 
of not knowing, as far as reasoning and principles are 
cpnceri^ed, whether I have gained any thing. But 
honestly can I aver, that the feeling of religiany 
which I had so long allowed to be stifled in me, be- 
cause, as I thought, not supported by reason — this 
feeling has returned, and I own deliciously. It has 
often, expanded my very heart." 

*^ It is worth a universe," cried Evelyn, " and 

transcends all the philosophising and all the systems 

that ever drove poor reason jnad. For, say what the 

joqa Qrth()dox may, of the.prods fiom argummtand 
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eantroteisy, one spdok of gsmuBe^ pkun gratitiiide 
and reverence to God tbe Creator and dkpenaer of 
all good, one spafk of this^ahiaiiig in the boBrt, 119 a 
w^re fodingy mlhowl a proof beside, ifi ivortfl a 
thoufiMoid'^&ld mofe thsn tbe mioBt petfect cold txta* 
yictkih that a&y metaphyfiioiaia dotdd be latiirfied 
with." 

" t that your creed ?" aiked'TDemaincf. 

^^ It is. I have aliiayB iidd it, aiways clcmg to it, 
and think the f»oor Indiom wdns^ 89ee:God inTcfeuda^ 
and bears him in the wind,' happier than he, ?Nho ar» 
rives bX the' same tnlth aiter t^ ihost refined and 
happy deduciioBs of I'eaaoning." 

Trewaihe paused a few mi&titor, then observed, 
^' 1 beKeire, nay I am sui^ yen are r^t as to 4Aie 
effect. The feeling was ont» mioe, but in early^ 
very early youtlu It iwtts feascmh^, reasoning that 
could not satisfy mej biat i>ro«ight «dl into doubt ; it 
inras this that deprived tne 60 long of this precious 
feeling,'* 

^^ But it is restored'!^' findftimed Evelyn, 

" It is, in a degree; »or can I ever now contetti' 
plate the.&ce of happy nature, under whatever form 
it may come before me, whether animate orififlni- 
mate, without feeling, and delightfully too, the 
beauties and benerficence of its Author. But chough 
I' do not, fts ibrmerly, overwhelm myself with un- 
&thomabie calculations upon bis design, or upon 



our place in thfe order oCthitigSy I am still torfOs^ntod 
by ^the. inextricable diffi<;idjties drawn firom the ^3(istr 
^ikce ofevil, and the seen^ing want of a Qipral.Pi'OYi' 
detice. But my religion would be one of obedieiice^ 
resignation^ and gratitude, were there no pther«" 

"Grood!'' said Evelyn; "but may we no( add 
alsoj one of cpnfidence an4 hope hereafter ?' - 

,^ I wish I could say SO9" answered Tremaine; 
", but to this, alas ! I have not advanced. The theo« 
Hes, indeed, of Democritus, Lucretius, and Spinoza, 
Hobbs, and all the Academics, were: never ver^ in- 
fluential in making my mii^d the sea of doubt it 
Aometimes has been, even as tp the universe ; for they 
tread. on a.theism-rfrpm which I have been always 
exempt. But though exempt, as to the existence and 
general power of a Creator, they have puzzled me 
spmeumes as to particulars even in physics, until I 
found, it necessary to begin anew with the new phi- 
losophy ; and, glad I am to say, that the fellacies of 
liucretius and Des Cartes hav^e completely melted 
away before the warm sun of Newton, and his illus- 
tiious school. Sa&ly, therefore, 1 can assert, that I 
am as. alive as you would have me, in regard to the 
iecuistence and power of God— to the glowing im« 
agery of your beautiful Psalm : 

/ Wliitlier shall I go tiien^ firom thy presence ? . 
f* If I cUmb up, into hearen^ thou art there ; if I go down to heU, 
ihovL art there also." 

TOL. Ill, n 
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is «fl I would hare it/' mid 'EnHjti. 
^ But tnitli oompeb aie «o confen," added Tre- 
jaasoc, ^^ ihat I «m not yet «ble to ffo on with this 
too flattering) too sootfaing, »8 (vvioll as beautifill 
InxigoiBtffe I 

*lt I take tbe wings of the monnng, and Tcmiin in the utter- 
most parts of tAe sea, 

^ JEventhere iobc MiaU tky haad kud me, «MdthfHghi hrndtkall 
iM 



^ Alaa!" sitid Evelyn^ ^ ^w much is my hope 
cast down* Yom believe not yet, then, t^t the 
hand of Providenoe leacb us?'' 

^ I do Bot say so,'' ^nsweced Tvemaine.. ^^ I say^ 
lath^, that I believe in it most entiErcily in the iMl- 
tural woiid, but a.m not 'so 'ConGdient as to themoml. 
But eiwn were I as fillly persuaded of His perpetual 
and obvious interference, as the Jews themselves 
were throughout their history Bball i «wn lo you 
another rock against winch I have loqg i>een beating 
myself? Providence, as to this world, by no means 
implies the existence of another, but rather the con- 
trary ; and all my doubts as to the nature of the 
soul, or as to materialism and immat^ialism, would 
by no means be relieved, even weie my difficulties, 
as to the moral government of the world, completeily 
cleared up." 

^' We are in a sad wide sea indeed," said Evelyn, 
mournfully : ** how different is this from your open- 
ing !" 



J 
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^^ Do not, how^vex, mUuoderBtiMld me," return^ 
Tremaioe. *^^ Though . ipy doubts 9Xe hy no means 
settled, invitation and study, and guides whom I 
had' but too much slighted, have let in much light 
upon a mind, not only dark in iuadf| b^it dark fironi 
its own wilfulness. To have unsettled ^rong, is 
eupely a step, and not an inconsiderabte one, towante 
settling right. Above all^ it is not to you I need say 
that these very difficulties are themselves one of the 
foundations of revelation." 

" My dear friend," cried Evelyn, in a tone of joy, 
amounting to elation, ^^ if you have advanced tkus 
far, great indeed has been your progress. May God 
Wess the veork V* 

" Stop," interrupted Tremain^, 5^ nor misconstrue 
me on the other side. The darkness I was in, and 
vrhich, though less gloomy, I still want your help to 
dispel for ever, was so thick, so impenetrable, that no 
revelation could pierce it. It rendered all effi>rt use- 
less, because, while it existed, it was inconsistent 
with the trutht which you say come from God. Now 
all of you agree that even the omnipotence of God 
is not equal to establish a cQutradiction." . 

" Undoubtedly," said Evelyn. 

" Then, to me, revelation Qtipe appeared a con- 
tradiction to what I believed) both with respect to 
Providence, and to the soul. I have allowed I am 
much shaken: help me finally to destroy my opinions, 
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by relieving me from my doubts, and I will promise 
you thai revektion itself, being tlien no longer a con- 
tradietion, will be no longer the difficulty.'' 

" Too candid to be long unfortunate,*' said Ete- 
lyn : ^^ how am I to understand this last intimation ?^' 

• "In the- language of one of your wisest sup- 
porters," replied Tremaine, *^ in language which I 
l^ave got by heart; although, lest I should ever fail in 
remembering a word of it, it is here in my tablets." 

So saying, he read, from his memoranda, the intro- 
ductory passages to Paley's Evidences. 

• ^^ Suppose the world we live in to have had a Crea- 
tor; supposeitto appear from the predominant aim 
aiid tendency of the provisions and contrivances ob- 
servable in the universe, that thie Deity, when he 
formed it, consulted for the happiness of his sensitive 
creation ; suppose the disposition, which dictated this 
Council, to continue; suppose a part of the creation to 
have received faculties from their Maker, by which 
they are capable of rendering a moral obedience ta 
his will, and of voluntarily pursuing any end fbr wbick 
he has designed them; suppose the Creator to intend 
for these, his rational and ficcotmtable agents, a 
second state of existence, in which their siluatioii will 
be regulated by their behaviour in the first state, (by 
which supposition, and by no other, the objection to 
the divine government, in not putting a difference be- 
tween the good and the bad, and the inconsistency of 
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this confusion with the care and benevolence diacoyer*: 
able in the works of the Deity, is done away ;>^iip 
pose it to be of the utmost importance^tothesubjects, 
of this dispensation to know, what in in(ended for 
them ; that is, suppose the knowledge of it to be 
highly conducive to the hlEippine^ of the 8peci^--a;. 
purpose which somany provisions of nature* afe calr, 
culated to'promote; suppose, nevertheliess, almost thei 
whole race, either by the imperfection of their fa6ul«r 
ties^ the misfortune of their situation, orby the loss> 
of some prior revelati<^n, to want this knowledge, andt 
not to be likely, without the aid of a new revelation,, 
to f^tain itc — under these circumstances,' ig it im« 
probable that a revelation should be made? Is it 
incredible that God should interpose for sucha^ 
purpose? Suppose him to design for mankind* a 
future «tate, is it unlikely that he should acquaint 
theiii with it?" 

^^'I reinember these important princlpia full well," 
said. Evelyn. 

* *^To, eveiy word of these consequences I 8ub-» 
scribe," continued Tremaine, ^' but to go along with 
the immensity of the suppositions, is at present be- 
yond me. Once prove that they are to be made out 
by reason, nay, that reason does not even contradict 
many of them, and I can feel no obstinacy on reve- 
lation itself." 

Evelyn could by no means suppress his joy. He 
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8hook lumds. wich Tveamine again and again, and 
woiikLha?e embnured hin^ but that he was wiihbeld 
by hia ftar of a aCMe* 
At leiigtliy brtaking sikftce, lie ekelatmed,-^ 
^' Beastared, my goodfHeiid,yo«i amnot&r from 
thekttigdom of Ood. For, if atl that keeps you from 
rerdtftion iff its supposed iacoofpaiibirrtrf wiih any 
mtiohal belief or dfsbdtef in nainni) netigion, I 
pledge myself, (with your prefcidices joyfully beaten 
down, as you say they are by your owft eflbrts,) Co 
satisfy you that no* sueh incompatibitHy e^er did, or 
Gfer can subsisti Shall we proceed now ?" 

^ f think tKfi,** said Trenwme^ << Our time 
jiresaes; you w9t be missed at home ; and! I am, be*' 
skles) too fltueh mored with this whole reneoiftre ei 
Mrs, to recall my scattered thougbtSL I cannot do 
justice lo my filmier mastem, nor msffshal my ob* 
jections fairly. Let us seek again our beautifid nter, 
or visit the meadows about this place. I will show 
you where the great Guise fell, as so many olhev 
great men have fUIen, by th# hand of an asSaasih." 
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CHAP. IX. 
NATURAIi.IMMQETALITV W THE SOUL. 



^< My Soul 1 Whut CKA it do-to ttiat p' 
Being a thUjug iipinortal «s itself I'* , 

SHAKSPEAltE* 



Tub Chateau d& St. Jules has: bcMAia pari de- 
9crib«d; but W3& scavcdy isentianed-the galkry^ iotd 
y^bich the t^jml wheire Tneinaiaie had fixed his;9ludy 
xi^^edy as we said, by a littk staircaaei. This gal- 
lery nasr sixty OS seveaty fiaet long, ranging ttsdfloA 
the side of the Loire, which its high narrow windows 
comiaanded ift bea;iuif»l peiiq^ect^ve. It waa akiaost 
the Qcdy apurtia^t of thehcMiae whid^ had aay tbiog 
Uke funuaire^ for i^ was matted, and had a few high 
backed diaim with twiited rail% awd on the. MiaHs 
^Bg several portraits of statesasifeiii, warrion^ and 
philotopher% of the aeveateeath century. Amec^ 
these, though chiefly of the Cowrt, of Lewis XIV., 
wasNewton. 

True to his afqpovalnKml, aa. hoar had not passed 
after hreakfittii, before Eielyn lefl hia daughter aaet 
mere, in aearcbi as he aaid^ of a proper beat la be 
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hired at Orleans, in order to give her the pleasure of 
the water excursion he had enjoyed the day before, 
and which he had described ^with not more feeling 
than truth. If, considering his motives for conceal- 
ment, not to reveal the whole of his design was a 
crime, the Doctor was guilty ; for it is certain be 
thought not of going to Orleans, till he had seen and 
conversed ag^in with his friend. 

They took several turns in the gallei7 before either 
of them began, — not. from 3eing unprepared, but 
from being too full of their subject. In the course 
of the perambulation, Evelyn was struck, every time 
he came to the end of the gallery, v^ith the portrait 
of his countryman, that has been mentioned,-^the 
finding of which, so' Unexpectedly, and among such 
a number of Frenchmen, seemed more remark&ble 
than it really wa6. 

" I cannot," said Evelyn, " look at this representa- 
tion of surely the greatest intellect that ever belonged 
to a mortal^ and reflect that that intellect only made 
him more fixed and firih in his belief; I cannot do 
this without' reflecting mDre deeply oii tlie case of 
thoscf who 'are tofised in dOubt till they 6re Mrrecked, 
ni^rely because-^th^y disdain a pilot." 

** I at least am not one of those," observed Tre- 
maine:— " and if I have now no pilot j (unless it be 
yourself) it is only becaus^f those I have followed 
bave^roved uilequal to what they have undertaken." 
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^^ My dear friend, will you tell me whom you have 
followed?" ■ : ' ' ^ '■ 

Trfemaine hesitated, and at length bbseryed, ^^ 1 
mean hot any one in patticular ; b^t with a niintl 
teeming with objectionts, when I came to eooffldt 
them, none could give me the sattsfftction I reiq[utred.?: 

" Perhaps you required too much," said EJvelyn* 

" I think not," answered Treraaine— ^* I required 
only tiruth.^' . : . 

" What is truth?" — ^remarked Evelyn, " was once 
asked with feaVful curiosity, if not with reVei^ncb^ on 
a much more awful occasion. We, at least; will hot 
be so cruelty. and criminally indifferent to it after^ 
wards, as he who asked it proved to be : and we will 
not with himyt0ash our hands, and by that act think 
"we may leaVe the world to its horrors." 

" But even Pilate," rejoined Tremainfe, " was 



anxious .•••'..•" 



" He cared not to enquire," interrupted Evelyn : 
^^ truth came not of its own accord ; and finding it 
troublesome to pursue it, he plunged into sin and 
blood, from mere indolency and weakness oTchar 
r^Cter. How many, alas! are of the same com^ 
plexion among us." 

*^ Again I say, I am not one of them," said Tre- 
mairie. •• 

" Of tliat I am sure," answered Evelyn ; " you 
are too good. But will you tell me your difficulties 

D 3 / 



58 raattAiiTB. 

with pneciiioiii tliftt I iMj try to ttitwer thittn } Is 
the truth you require, certainty, equal to mathcma^ 
iieal? or will strong probability content you ?'' 

^< Inr genandibua Tdnnitur error," obaenred Tre- 
mmne« ^ How^ much is left iii misisrable doubt, or 
klMolntdy lost, under that specious but doubtfiil 
wtring prohMlUtf V 

^^ And yc%," said Evelyn, ^ the 'iwhole business of 
the world, all that impels the heart and actiyity of 
man ; t&at upon wUch he will ^Very day risk his all, 
nay his life, has no surer foundation/' 

^^ Tou medn then," said Tremaine, rather eagerly^ 
<^ that the obligatioito 6f virtue and morab are merely 
strong probabilities !" 

^^ As compared with the mathematical truth you 
require, and distinct from one other thii^, I do," 
answered Evelyn. 

^^ That other thing?" asked Tremaine. 

^^Chriiltianity," pUrsuM his friend; ^ the only 
thing I know which can stand in the jdaoer of your 
matheinattcid truth. Whoever belkvei^ has an autho- 
rity in morals at least as high as the demonstration 
of tlie Geometrician." 

*^ This I have conceded," said Tremaine. 

^^ We are, however, not yet ripe enough for this 
part of our subject," answered Evelyn. ^'I wish to 
discdss the religion of nature, before that^f risvda^ 
tion ; nor do I at all mean to cicatrize your doubts 
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with mne authoiityy and' Icav* jon floating in un- 
tiNTtainty, before you ate a bd^yer. AU I intend to 
Bay isy thai among these who belie:?e^ the autbarity 
of ChrifitiaDiiy m moraU ia thfi thing wKidh aiaweia 
%o iMthenatieal d^monstiation in geometry. Xe« 
YeithekflB, even without Chriatianityi I contend that 
the strong prdbabilities I hate mentioned^ are i30 fear- 
fuJly coATincing to the mind and heart of man^ thai 
be is a bdd one who doabtt ; mud more who lets 
bis doubts ao get hold of him, as to tafluence his 
conduet as if he had anivedat certainty on the 
.^tberaide^" 

^^ ThatagittOi as I have said, is not my case, !' ob* 
served Tremaine ; ^' but I wisb to know how you 
Bfplj this to a fiilure state ?" 

^ Why thus :-r*that there are tea thousand aigii'* 
meats for it, and not one against itl^^ cried Evelyn. 
^^ Oh t that c^ your ten thousand there were but 
^ <Mie certain apd demonstrable 1 " 
<^ What would content you ?" 
<^ The return of one, even of but one, who had 
lived in die other world." 

^ Christ alone is that person," answered Evelyn ; 
^>and for this, I agree our argument is not ripe. 
But on my side let me ask the reason for doubt ? " 
^^ Why this, if nothing else; and I am wiUiag. to 
allow I have little ekes the total desteniction, amu»- 
^iktion^ and disappearance of every thing, faelongitig 
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to us/ That \b positive on the one side ; while on the 
other, not a v^tigebii^ond conjecture, (how pleasing 
or beautiful soever that dear illusive field !) that any 
thing lives again. Take the most exquidte wOrk of 
art'-«^the Jttpiter of Phidias. It 'seems to live, to 
breathe; fire is in its eye; intellect and dignity on its 
brow; we acknowledge the father of Gods and men, 
we worship, we adore ! ^ Suppose, for a moment, this 
statue hollowed out, and filled with an extraordinary 
mechanism of clockwork. • It begins •■ to move ; it 
nods ; it thunders ; it may even be made to produce 
death. It stalks with dignity round a giten space ; 
and, for a time, the ignorant believe it to be what it 
appears. But of a sudden, it stops; the moving 
power is at an end ; its faculties are lost. A bar« 
barian seizes and dashes it to pieces. It is criimbled 
and reduced to powd^, it can no more return to the 
marble whence it came, but is mixed with' igno- 
minious mud, and can be even traced no longer. 
I know this statue had not real life ; but barringthe 
blood and breathing, the vision and hearing, of our 
bodies, (which are all mere modes of matter, even as 
this divine work of Phidias was,) what di&rente, 
^ when they <:ome to be destroyed by death, or the 
band of the barbarian, seems there to be, between 
the statue and t^e man ? The last appears a mere 
-madiine as well as the first;- more nicely put to- 
gether indeed; more exquisitely contrived ;. with a 
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more wonderful apparatus in the senses, and leading 
tbereiore to. more powerful i^cts \ btit- nil of* tbeoi 
'•' to^ be accounted for by theoper&tion of these sendes, 
which you yoiirself, I imagine, will notdenyto-be 
simple matter^ lask the end and finish of all,^ when 
these senses' decay, and the life-blood is out ? '^ The 
^nmdiitie of the man, like the machine of the statue, 
'equally falls to pieces,' and is trodden into diist. 
Hence, with Lucretius, may, we not say? — 

' Nund qu6niam quftssatis undiqne rasis, 
' " ' Diffluere hnmorem et laticem* discedere €erm8> • ' ■ 
. \ ^ Cmde animam quoqae diffundi.' 

^^ In short, the excellent warm motion has become 
a kneaded clod ; and the issue of all seems to be, ' 

' *Tolie'm cold obstruction, and to rot." 

' Tremaine her^ paused, seemingly moved with hia 
own account of himself. ** You put this wejl," said 
Evelyn, ** and I beseech you to proceed*" 

" I have little more to add," said Tremaine, " but 
that after the most anxious investigation I am able 
to ^ make of our intellectual powers, and all I have 
read of the nature of thought, I cannot convince my*- 
self that it is not what' Lucretius and others have 
ikncied it-^a vefy*«ubtle, and very wonderfiil effect^ 
for a given time, of the nice and extraordinary adap- 
tation of parts' in the wonderful machine V in the 
same manner, though not in the same degree, and by 
no- ine^ns in the same ^ nmnner to be discovered, as 
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t|ie mftchiiie of clockwork I have flappoaed. But 
bolh an biokeii to pieces; I see all the f mgmailfl 
bdbmme; I can put almost all U^ethcr again^ or 
at least account fiir thoae which Icannot« /Wbo, 
than, ^faall tell me tbat one of these machines la to 
live a^n^ and not the otheri Or who dudl say 
iheie is nothing in the cLockwark^ (becauar we eaa- 
not see that there is,) which will either continue to 
liTe itself or make that work Utc again ; and jet 
that there is something in the maq which is to pro^ 
dace all this effect, although, any more than in the 
clockwork, no one has e¥er seen it, will see it, or can 
see it r* 

^. Again I say," observed JSvelyn, ^^you put this 
matter exceedingly well ; Yoltaire himself would 
have been ot»liged to you. You beat lum all to 
nothing vy th his bellows and its da^er, which, he 
says, is its souL'' 

^ Whatever I may. once have thought, I have long 
felt that to be a very foolish sally," said Tremaine* 

^^ Not so fooUah for his prc^igate purpose" an<r 
swered Evelyn, ^ which was to sap, by ridicule and 
disrespect, what he could not be«U down by aigu* ' 
ment. And yet, as an argumoit, thoi:^ your image 
is^ the pobler, his (excuse me) is at least as con<* 

vincing.V 

<^ I mmnt it as a mere?*illu6tratio%" said Tre- 
maine, << to show, that if one machine was destroyed, 
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and confiNsecUy couMnbr be v^Mtored, so mnit if )>e 
^ith the other. But I shall rejoice if you can show 
my suppositioii to be a fitUaey/^ 

'^Vohanre nieMi no more than you,*' replied 
EvUyn^ ^and boihof you are open to iSbxi answer, 
--^you both take fi>r graoted, that the mkid of man, 
as weH as his body, is a maehiae." 

^ It is eren so," said Tremaine. <^ Every thing I 
se^ every thing I know, is lost and closed In death; 
Without rarelation, (to which, as you say, we hsiye 
not yet come, and I agree it is better for the argn* 
latent that we should keep it for its own place,) who 
ever heard of the other wbrid, except in the food 
fancies of poets and philosophers 2" Who ever visited 
it, who ever knew that any one was carried to it, 
much less relumed.firoin it, or was brought to judg*- 
ment before its tribunals ? Who ever saw or fek 
either Heaven or HelU-^Bot as, like children in 
the dark, we generally foar what we are uncertain 
about, and thift fear is at least, a convenient instru/- 
ment for our nurses, apd afterwards for our govep- 
ners, can I think that sentiment eithor very foo^di 
or very impious, which has caused so much altercai- 
tion on both sides-*- 

' Primus in orbe Deos fecit timor ?" * 

" Let us take you upon your own supposition," 



• It was fear that first produced Gods, 
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.i " . ■ . : 

answered Evelyn, ^^ and s^e, practically, to what this 

wbtfid aodpunt/' * . ■ ■ <' ^ 

* ** I desire nothing better," said Tremaine. 

^ Syppose a ship, were periodically to arrive firom 

some; fitr off and unknown country ; that ei baiid of 

arnijBd men should laiid frotn it without' opposition ; 

should call upon all the chiefs and rulers ofr.tbe 

place, and, like the famous Cristan - ship of old, 

^uld'demand from them a certain number of vie* 

tims, which should be obediently supplied to thfitn.; 

«i^]tpose the urmed men themselves should point out 

ihese vicciins, at their will and pUasure^ without "aay 

ktiown rule or principle,-^seizing upon the ybung, 

the gay, and the happy, the innocent infant, or th$ 

blooming bride ; and although the most bitter grief 

•and lamentation possessed every body^ no one had 

ever the thought, much less the power> of resisting 

»the demand; on the contrary, that all should submit 

to. it in silent awe. Suppose, farther, that these vicr 

-ttrns, once embarked, wei'e never known to return, 

•so that every oiie was Utterly: ignorant of their fate ; 

but that the ship regularly returned for more, until 

•ail die inhabitants of the place were carried offy and 

new generations succeeded to await the same fate." 

" Your supposition is awful enough,'! cried Tre- 
maine ; ^'and it is evident that by your ship you 
mean death," 

" I do,," said Evelyn ; " and I ask you, or any 
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ihinking man, ^hetber you could possibly behold 
ibis regular arriTal and regular departure with .indi& 
fetehceV 

"I could not," answei'ed Tremaine. 

^^I'ask youfitrtber," continued Evelyn, "wbether 
you tould' possibly refrain from wondering whence 
tfais'Sbtp came, or whither she returned ? Of if any 
ibdugbtless, or even thoughtful man^ were to. say 
j^e came from no place, and returned to no place; 
•afidbecSause you could not tell whatbeeaMe of the 
victims, that therefore i^otbirig became 6f them; 
would you be satisfied with this, and set the whole. 
matter at rest, as if the ship had never come, or 
.never would come again ?'* • 

*^ I should not," replied Tremaine. 

" You will observe," pursued Evelyn, " I say 
nothing of the influence of this periodical visit upon 
conduct, but merely'.upon opinion. • You would 
then, probably, speculate upofi .the destination of 
this ship, and not easily believe those who saidslie 
bad no destination at all." 
' ^^ It is natural so to suppose," said Tremaine% 

^ And if,*' asked Evelyn, ^^ during tfneior two 
vints, the head of this armed band were ta point his 
dart at you, or to throw his eyes ov^ you, as if exa- 
mining whether you* might not be a prefer addition 
to the next cargo of; victims ; — ^i^ indeed, he wfre 
'.to* tell you in terms^ to prepare, for that ;your • turn 
would be next •••••«" 
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<« Wlmt tbot ?"" snd Tremaiaeb 

*^ Wb J, then, yoas Guriority sukI sptcidalmi 
would probably^ increase ; and you would not d e tm 
it satisfitctory to be told by any of your friends, 
howtfw suKeM in tbeir opinioQS, ibat it. oagbt not 
to coscem you, except in so fiir ae diat it took yon 
fton your fkinilyy and tbe good thinga- yoa were 
enjoying; for o^ aotbtng ever was kiMPwn of tbe fiite 
of tbcs# victiiM tbat bad gone before yo% it was 
prisumable tbey had mv fat^. at alK Womld tbif be 
a reasonable swfqpositibn V* ashed E^velyn* 

Tremaine owned ie would not. 

<^ But what,*' continaed the Doctor, ^ if you 
were told, (still upon no evidcsice but a pwnaiptioii, 
and that a caprieiewt one,) ibat at best they all fell 
asleep, never again to wake i. Ooce nore I ask, if 
tbi$ wmM satisfy, woidd make, yoa ukmrecent as to 
ndbatwasto happen to yon wbea your tinra came to 
obey tike sammoaa?'* 

^^ I allow it wouM not,^ answsred Tramaine ; 
<< yet, I think, there is thik foUacy in yonv iUastm- 
tion >^yfm see the sh^> sail away, and you suppose 
these vietima carried off alive ; whereas^ in death, 
we feeBpbetiigf whatetM* earned ofl^ mad tie poor 
^esmanta of mortality stfll remain, mookleriag to 
nothing, or actually mixing into oAer nhffmskm 
befinrc^ our cryes. Thui, death is a mete ftfiwttida, a 
fi^tioii,.ae it were^ et tbe pe^MH we see in tbe 
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body ^}r»^ life ; bitt ttebody iwM Mmarm^ ud 
we know what becomes of it. How does llm tnlty 
with ,9^iiiir Mpjposf cioivy mider wlndi tbe kody (tttat 
is the Tictim) disappears at tb^ same giOW icHt C with 
tlie powefs of fife P 

^ i 0iidtf8fmKi fs^'' said Efelyn ; ^ and yoar 
oiMfi«i«fOn reqwfai the foHtM $amwef. " PeAm p ^ 
ydtt wffi besurpiifledif I say^ ibatforaH tlMit^iBifie 
istbe.tniepictwre, yom9 f)i# iktladoni O0e« Most^ 
true it is^ in mine I have supposed, fbt fbe idke of 
illustration, the mortal part to be cavriecl olT' m my 
ship^ lA tW teise maiifier as idl aufhiir^ sacred and 
profane, all {Htypltels, poefs^ paimers^ and e^ery 
miiid wanned witbgeaias^ h$(9e waAgined tbe mere 
neg0timt dealb, to be* aa adfwl pftson, a king 
eh)fvwd wttb tenorSr Bat it ia efid^«tf, 4hat by the 
paifidM of aiy Tictnauy 1 mean the ahiI, iK^ikb^ 
beiflg invisible, intangible, and,, m short, impef* 
c^tible to sense, it is impossible to demonstrate, ltd 
ibai fltoae at kaa^ what may be iu firte..^* 

^ In^yMF illosttution, tben,'^ observed Trema7ne, 
^ jour visible being is^ put for an invisMer one/' 

^^ It is,'' answered Evelyn ; << and, aa I contend, 
It nifkfienlly refatcf> the cfa a t g» that ibe ilhistration 
itMlfisftikcioas.'' 

^ Mine is, at lease, die simpler/* Kjofned- Tfe* 
aufiaei ^h leBieitstiif npon tb# abeotuie demonstra* 
tioa0f Ae scMss^ while youra is coajeetureottly^ To 
coit|c$etftre, Mine csna never be snbieef ; its ratterisl 
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nature, its omsnesSf (if I mAj so call it,) protects i(. 
from that." 
<^ Be not too sure," observed Evelyn, pointedly* 
.Tremaine looked surprised. 
" I have said," continued his friend, " yours was. 
the fallacious picture ; and it is so in thi8,-^that you 
assume, in r^pect to the clockwork you have sup-, 
ppsed^ that the whole of it is material^ and obvious 
to serise^ asyott have charged me with having sup- 
posed the soul." 
. '< And is it not so ?" 

^^ No ! for you forgot the most important . part of 
it, the primum mobile that sets it £oing." 

^^ Not: so," answered Tremaine, with eagerness. 
<^ I know that it goes not of itself, and must have 
a weight, or spring, or some great mechanical ppwer„ 
to give it its impetus ; but all this experiences the 
same palpable destruction with the rest of the ma- 
chines" 

" Aye ;. but what gites impetus to the mechanical 
power itself?" asked Evelyn, folding his arms, mid 
fixing his eyes in scrutiny upon his friend. Tre- 
maine hesitated. 

^^ Pursue this," continued Evelyn, ^^ and you will 
find that even in your material niachine, something 
immaterial, byt of amazing force, something quite as 
unobvious to se^^ as the sotil, and only, like' the 
soul, to .be known by its 'effects, must cause, iti 
reality, every one of its operations. Your weight i% 
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tiothing but the attraction of graylty ; your spiing 
the attraction of cohesion ; yet, whence these are, or 
how they operate, no^man that ever livedy or proba- 
bly ever will Jive, can telL^' 

Tremaine was obviously struck* 

** You will at least not. say," pursued Evelyn, 
^^ that these attractions, even if material^ are visible, 
or tangible, or perceptible to sense. You cannot, 
therefore, include them among the fragments which 
you say you see mouldering to nothing, or actually 
mixing into other substances before your eyes." 

Tremaine owned he had not considered this, and 
that the arguinent was of the greatest consequence 
Against his* own conclusions. "Still, however," 
added he, *^ that they irrefragably support y6urs, I 
do not see." 

' ^^ I reason upon it thus," said Evelyn. ^^ In the 
human frame, as in your clockwork, more ts neces- 
sary to cause its action than what isobviou? to sense. 
In your illustration, it is the attractions you have 
supposed; under mine, it is (bought, volition, mind 
— ^in short, the soul. Even in yours, the destruction 
of the machine does not, as you at first supposed, de^ 
momtrate the destruction of the moving power; 
mi^e, therefore, may remain, (at least it is open to proof 
that it may so remain,) afler it has ceased to act in the 
body. It is departed, but whither, no one knows, 
any more than whence it came, bow it came, or in 
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what manner iis muon wi^ tbe body b formecL ¥011^ 
U\l me it iB material* Great pari of your clocJk work 
iM^'lainly is bo : but if aaatedal, ^oiald if^e not Befi it 
upon the breaking up of the machinei in the fiaioe 
manner as you say -we do the doekw^k i Ox if we 
see only the wheefc^ the orgaiWBatipn of the clock- 
work, and not the real power <(hat gives it modon, 
may it not so be with that mysterious union of jbouI 
and body, constituting the human being V* 

Tremaine paused for « minute, when, rallying, he 
continued,-^ 

<^ After all, may we not suf^ose Ule to be merely 
that configuration, that organization of mattef, 
which fits it exactly to be acted iipon, in the way it 
is, by the different attraptions, fenaentajlonB, and 
whatever it is that first produces motion i and that 
wbM 'this organization is worn out or inteiTupCed, 
the aptitude to naceive this- motion oeasi^g^ life is nt 
an end?" 

<^ This is not ajbsolutefly ; i^^pofisi'ple," returoiefd 
Evelyn ; " but, from yojur own h^poihe^is, whatever 
the fdaptation of the padrts, the power origixmlly 
giving the motion is, you see, i^mateiiaL Bui even 
if it were ifnaterial, how oan «bny adaptation, conju- 
ration^ or oi^nii^ion of mere matter, ftc^ount for 
thoi](^t, will, judgmient, «Dd, above ' aU, coosdous- 
ness?" 

^^ And wliy not?" ad^edi Tremaine* 



^ BeeauBe,'' Bsad Ev^lpk^ ^*k as a tufe in phyticei 
applkaUe to all loatter, afi jfou well know, ihat hq 
fsoixfigttwtaoD, <ory if you preifer ii, i>rgamaii0np can 
produce aay tUngnot ori^mHj iiKbe ihii^ptbemr 
«d^»i that ane orgaoiaed. It oaay, iad^eiiialler itieir 
form, but all it can do is to give it a dijferfO^ f^qiear- 
ance, and produce a different dc^gpee of effe^iA, wilen 
oomlmffid and^ofgaaizod, irdxa vvYmt k bad In its sim- 
ple state, before tbe combiaauon was wade* Tfaufi 
figure .mrill produce £guce fitilJ^ when comUaed with 
fignre^ ihoiigb different from what it was before ; 
but it will prodnoe aocbtitg eb^ aftir<e oaly iigui^ 
Motion will produce oaljr saoii^ooj coloiir, cc^ur^ 
anell, soieU; but all tbe combiaatAQns ycm can ima» 
giae of figiine, motion, coloujr,. and nmeli, can only 
jMoaduce a new madbiDe, in which there can be »o 
absdotely new qmlity that wais acft ihere befope. 
There may be a d^croH figure^ motion, colour, and 
amell, and that is all. The new organization wiU 
not, for exam(}le, prodaoe taate or sapidity, if thei^ 
was noihing sapid in any of the ingredients, (latent, 
indeed, but) capable of being excited by motion* I 
need not to you, add^ that ao oi^gaa is a mere instro^ 
xneat, and that organization, however greai a word, 
is, in reality, nothing but an ordering or placing of 
inatruments. Show me that any combination of uir 
struments, however kigenicms, can produce motion, 
without any impulse imparted to it^^fbr easamfde. 
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tbat the great Apollonicon in London can produce a 
single sound, much more the wondeiful concert; of 
eqnnds it is- made to pro4uce, without a phyer^ or 
some agent to give it a first impetus, and I will yield 
to the power of the specious words you have us^ ;— ^ 
but not till then.'' 

Tremaine paused much upon this. 

" Do I convince you," said Evelyn, "or are you 
prepared to show that my philosophy is incorrect ?'* 

His friend said he was not ; at least not then. < 

^« Then neither is my illustration of the ship and 
the victims inconfect," pursued Evelyn* " For see 
where we are. - Tqu said it was fallacious, because I 
sppposed thfit we saw them carried off, whereas in 
death, wet see them remain. Now, I think I have 
proved to you the fallacy is yours, because you sup- 
pose you saw the soul remain, which you do not." ' 
. " Still you imagine it carried off in your sight," 
answered Tremaine ; ^^ which, as you at least never 
saw the sQul, you will not say you, do.". 

" I do not," said Evelyn ; " but its efiects disap* 
pear on the. dissolution of the body; and though 
there is every reason to be convinced it is distinct 
from the body,. we know. not its fate. If it shock, 
you, therefore, to suppose that it is actually carrifwl, 
o^, I will content myself with supposing that it 
, merely disappears, or to favour your feeling still more, 
that it is lost, when its effeqts are no longer produced. 
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Now, what should we say^if merely the body disap« 
peared upon being touched by the lance of my armed 
m^se^ger, and we were ever after left ignorant what 
became of it?" 

. " It would be a most awful event," said Tre* 
maine. 

" Well, then, proving, as I again think I have, 
that the animating power of the body is in this con- 
dition," observed Evelyn, " is not my illustration to 
be admitted, and is not the soul in the same situa^ 
tion I have supposed — namely, that of a victim to a 
periodical visit, carried off, at least we know not 
whither, and of whose annihilation we have at least 
no proof." 

^^ You have made this out better than I expected," 
said Tremaine. 

" You rejoice me," said Evelyn, " and how if you 
please we will go back to our ship." 

^ Not yet," replied Tremaine, after a pause— 
^^ for as to this volition, thought, judgnient, and even 
consciousness itself— in short, all that you call the 
soul — where were they ever known, after all, but 
in the body? and in the body, but through the 
senses? without which, we should have no ideas, 
nor any thing for thought or volition to work 
upon." 

*^ Granting that supposition," answered Evelyn, 
"your intended conclusion is far from conclusive ; 

VOL. III. E 
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because nothfng is more distinct tbaft a power oT 
woiking, and the toob with which it worics. I sup- 
pose 1 need ^ot ask whether, if you destroy the tods, 
you destroy the power also ? The eye, for exampk : 
let it be quenched : would you therefore say the 
power, whatever it is, which used to perceive through 
it, has also perished? As well might yoii say you 
had lost your power of seeing, because, when 
darkness supervenes, you cannot see* Still, how- 
ever, you would say, that all tbis is matiBrial, or ac- 
cording to the old atheistical, or at best sceptical 
doctrine, that matter thinks." 

^< In the course of the ailment, and with a view 
to an answer, I should," said Tremaine. 

'^ Why then the tools of this material thought, as 
ideas and memory, must be material too." 

'' Certainly," allowed Tremaine. 

** Let me look at your head," said Evelyn. " *Tis 
a very little head ; a very sniall piece of matter, iYi- 
deed, to contain the number and the size of the ideas 
of which those of so accomplished a man must be 
composed. If ideas are actually material', where 
have you room in the brain for the idea of th^ wdrld, 
for example, together with all its stupendous train of 
attendant reflections ?" * 



♦ On this subject, see the excellent Treatises on the Nature of 
the Soul, by Rotherham, Colliber, and Baxter. 



TJIEHAINS* 75 

^ 1 am not exactly prepared £br this/' obser^d 
Tcemaine. 

^ Nor anyone else, I assure you/' answered Eve- 
lyn^ ^^ for never did I know it got OYer, any BOEore 
than those millions of operations which compose what 
is called ratiocination^ or rather ideas*" 

" As how ?" asked Tremaine. 

'^ Take the easiest/' n^ned his friends — '^ I see 
twO) and two more, of any giren material thing; the 
ikst twO) and the second two, are objects of sense, 
and the mind possesses itself of them thrmtgk the 
sense. Having got them, it retires within itself, and^ 
by Bsflectio% acquires a new idea, namely, that two 
are equal to two, or the idea of equality. Was this 
an oljedt of sense^ or acquired, by the mind's own 
operation, employed originally indeed on seasilj^ 
objects, but coming to this conclusion through sope- 
tbing of its own ?>-*-Again-^ow do you arrive at the 
idea of a quality > benevol^ice for example, except by 
internal reflection ? The things, indeed, upon which 
it is employed, you may have seen ; the power by 
which you reflect, you cannot see." 

<< Your inference," said Tremaine. 

^^. TJiat mind is distinct from matter ; that you 
ha.ve never seen it, heard it, touched, it^ tasted it ; 
yet it exists ; and you at least know not tliat it dies 
merely because you see the poor machine, through 
which it operated (as the eye does through a. tele* 

e2 
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scope,) lying and rotting in this ^ cold obstruction*' 
For aught you know, therefore, it is no more annihi- 
lated than the eye itself, because the glass with which 
it was wont to see is dashed to pieces." 

^^ This is calling upon us for a negative proof,'^ 
answered Tremaine ; ^^ no man can prove a ne- 
gative.*' 

^^ And yet you have assumed it as positive," re- 
turned Evelyn :''' you have taken it for granted that 
it does die with the body, when you give the destruc* 
tion of the one as the proof of the destruction of the 
other. I am not at present assuming that it lives, 
but merely answering your supposition, that because 
the body through which it operated dies, and the 
efiects of the mind disappear, the mind itself is there- 
fore dead. This is no more true, than that because 
a man disappears, he must therefore be killed." 

Tremaine Altered, which Evielyn perceiving, 
added, ^^ You have of course considered, and are 
prepared to refute, the great arjgument founded upon 
the extension and impenetrability of matter ; that is^ 
you are prepared to prove that thought, like all other 
matter, has length, breadth, and thickness, and that 
one thought cannot succeed another thought in the 
mind, (or, according . to you, the material brain,) 
without actually making it retire and taking its place. 
You will also be prepared to. say into what comer 
of space the displaced thought actually retires." 
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Tremaine continued for some lime silent, and at 
length confessed that the argument drawn from the 
extension and impenetrability of matter was ;what,un 
his most sceptical days, he never could answer, much 
less now. ^^ It was pride alone," said he, ^^ and a 
different temper of mind, that kept me from giving it 
its due weight. It is long, however, since this tern* 
per has lefl me." j 

** You rejoice me," cried Evelyn ; ** may I no^w^ 
therefore go back to my ship ?*' . . -* 

^^ You mayat least proceed,'' said Tremaine* 

^ In my turn," replied Evelyn, ^ I say, not yet ; 
for I wish to pursue this matter. ^Tell me; if. the 
mind be material, and its operations nothing but 
matter acting upon matter, must hot these operations 
be governed by the same laws which govern all. other 
operations of matter ?". 

*^ I once thought otherwise," said Tremaihe, "but 
I am now firee to say that probably they must.". 

^*^The laws of motion, for example,"., continued 
Evelyn, ^^ discovered and established by experiment 
by Sir Isaac Newton, and afterwards brought to 
their present wonderful perfection by succeeding 
philosophers." 

<< I know not your aim, exactly," said Tremaine. 

^ What I mean is, must not all these operations 
of matter be, like other operations, mechanical!" 
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<f Tliat hat been my fear and my doubt," answered 
Tremaioie.. 

^^ Wiiy then,'* said Evelyn, <^ show me -why what 
we call the laws of mechanics must not apply to our 
mental operations, as well as to all the subjects of 
natural philosophy, which are daily pursued with 
such an exactness of calculation, as to be within the 
compass of a schoolboy^s knowledge? " 

^^ Explain a little moi^^ said Tremaioe. 

^^ No more than this^ that if the action and reac-^ 
tion between mind and its ideas are mere matter 
acting upon matter, the. whole would be a subject of 
mathematical calculation; the effijds regular, . cet* 
tain, and invarfiable: and our great friend here^ 
(pointing to the picture of Newton,) would have 
discoyeied the laws of action between body and 
mind, with as much precision as he did the laws of 



motion*" 



Tremaioe owned this was new to him, and beg^d 
his friend would proceed. 

^^ The yeiy subject of motion itself furnishes, pec^ 
haps, the most conclusive argument of alL" 
. '^ I know your meaning," said Tremaine,. ^' you 
would tell me matter cannot move itself, and there* 
lore spirit must." 

** I would, indeed," said Evelyn, " and I shall be 
surprised to discover how you resist the. argument." 
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^^ It is net that I do hot think it ifigem6ti% nay 
powerful/' rejoined Trethaine ; ^^ but though dtfficull 
to conceive how matter can move itself^ it is hot 
difficult, onte finding motion in the wotld) to imagine 
how it may be made to change its direction according 
as the niecesstty and laws of 'onr Being requti'^*" 
. ^^ And who, and what is to e£^t this chltiige ot 
direction) according as a,. law may require it ^ I need 
not ask you if matter^ brute tthi^telligent 4nattei*, 
can do this?" 

/^ And why ndt ? " asked Tremhine*. ^ Once set 
matter in motion, and who shall say in what direc* 
iidns it may not &1U" 

'^ Tott reduce thib direddng^ thb law-giving |lo#^r, . 
theti, tochance^ Now a law is hot ehanodj but 
producing a regular eS&ii from the jireccmc^ivbd 
design which created the law^ must be the absolute^ 
c<uitrary of , chance.** 

" I i^v^ik this seems true," sfcid Tremain^* 
. <^ Then/' pursued Evelynp ^' there must be at least; 
as much of intdligenqe and design^ m well as of 
force distiiict Ifiom matter, to give its motion a direc<^ 
tiotiwlMch it cannot give itself^ as to produte the 
original motioh, which it could: not produce iiself." 

f< This pbssibljr ma^ also be trufe," Baid Tremaine.' 

^ Then what is it among men that gives this direc- 
tion ? What but the will, proceeding from thotrghr, 
contrivance, desigil — in a word,^ the mind; and 
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heoce the great . position, that mind, as it governs, 
80 it is distinct from matter." 
' ^^ I iun pleased with your precision," observed Tre^ 
maine, ftfter musing some time. ^^ Yet I remember 
Voltaire " 

^< Then excuse Aie if I say," interrupted Eyelyn, 
^^ that you remember a dunce-^to say the most cha- 
ritable thing I can of him. At least if he was not 
the greatest of all dunces in philosophy, he was the 
wickedest of all men. I fear the brilliancy of his parti 
decides to which class he belongs. I remember t6o, 
whe$ reverting to this subject, be tells you, that if 
the soul say to the feet, walk, and the feet have the 
gout> they will not obey. Hence he would infer, that 
the soul, or will, has nothing to do with motion."^ > 

^ 1 0hould like to hear his refutation," said Tre- 
maine. ... 

^^ It is in the power of a child,"^ answered Evelyn ; 
^^ for who does not see that an argument whidi sup- 
poses any given instrument, must suppose it at least 
what jit: cfdls it, an instrument; and that, in reply, to- 
suppose it no^ an instrument, id a despicable quibble. 
Here, the feet first supposied^ areinscrumtots of walk- 
ing. In reply, they are suppose^ not instruments of 
walking. Can we be stopt with such trash as this?" 

Tremaine felt a lialet>verbome. 
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. ^* Ij^vingihe aubjeotof motion,'' proceeded Evelyn, 
^ though ^ we have the most irrefragable {Siroof that it 
must proceed, from some other substance than matter,' 
and therefore that what it does proceed from rau^t 
be immaterial — let me ask you if you hate made dut 
the problem that has puzzled every divine, physician, 
and moral and natural philosopher, since the world 

*' OS course not," said Trematne, ^^ if th<^se baye 
fitUed. .But your problem?" 

^' How is it that the soul perceived ?"- 
\. *^ Certainly through the senses," answered Tre- 
maine ; ^^ nor do I believe a word of the fine romance 
gfl^to, adopted, or at least notd^nied^ by some 
modem divines, (the elder Sherlock, 1 think, among 
them,) that many ideas are the soul's reminiscences 
from another state. I tell you fairly, I am an enemy 
toftll the philosophy of innate ideas ; and if yon are 
going to uphold them, we never shall agree." 

^ It is not necessary that I should," cinswered 
^elyn; ^^for without giving any opinion on Plato, 
or Sherlock, I am inclined to agree with Lodie^ and 
of course with you. But even your opinion can only 
amount to this, that the soul can only perceive 
through the help of the eenses. How it perceives. wUh 
that help, I should be glad if you vrilt tell me." 

"licannot," said Tremaine; "but in seeing, 
there is a picture formed on the retina of the eye." 

z3 



<< So there is on a lodging gliiss^ or Uuil krtdy HVer 
we have been admiring/' obsenred Evelyn, ^^bnt. I 
suppose I n^ed not ask you whether the gbui or die 
river itself sees T' 

. ^^ Certainly not," said Tremaine. 
. <^ Still then, J would a^/' continued his fmnd, 
^^ how it is that the mind sees ?" 

"Nobody can tell that," answered Tremaine^ 
'^ yet Lucretius talks of the finer distilled ^iritd of 
the brain, the ^ Flos Bacchi, et spiritus ungiienti 
suavis,' that is, or may be> the seat of thonght." 

^^ It is your candour that has added the.^may 9e,' 
for the Heathen positively asserts it is so^^* rq>ii«d 
Evelyn* " May I ask if he has proved it to your 
satisfiution ?^' 

" Assuredly not ; yet I wiidi to see what there is 
against it*" 

"Every thing," pulmied Evelyn; " for I think I 
could demonstrate its imposaibiUty." 

" Oh I if you could ! but how ?" 

<^ Frpm the very nature of thought itself wliich 
must be indivisible, and therefore indiacerpcible^ 
iherefiae incorrupiibie, tbere&re iomiovtal/' 
. Tremaine wae agaiu much struck; meantime 
ilv^yn corrected himself* ^' I itean not/' aaad he, 
" immortal, inr^ard to the power of the AlmightjT, 
but merely. as applicable to those notions of the 
nature of mattei* and spirit, which our poor capacity 
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ift ahh It ubqixm ; by whiciil^ in pdlnt 6( fket, w^ 
judge of the ctnrnqylibiUty of ifiaitel') Aiid by. WhicH 
«tIot)e, there&re^ we are guiding oiirselves at Ihii 
moment in our ifiqiiiry.^' 

He paused for a while, when Tf^ttiaine, Who wa«f 
in deep attention, entreated himf td prot^ied* 

^^ I mean," punmed Evelyn^ ^^not that the s6ul 
may not be, or is not annihilated^ if that is what 
see&i$ be9tr 16 the Aii)sighty wisdom ; but mete]/ in 
answer to what seems with you so conclusive, that h 
nilU9tAhj in the sftai^ matiBer, and at the same Mo- 
fn^nt> ^|h the body." 

<^ I understand you," said Trem^ne* 

"This' iddi^c^fptibility of tltfttgb^, then,-* c6n- 
tj»ued Evelyn, ^^ is in truth the great argUfiieilt 
whidti^:gO0s td the bottom of xh^ proof «l pWor^ ae it 
is called, and has been so well used and defended bjf 
another grelit itiaifit of oU#s^ Dr. Clmrk, that I can 
only refer yoii to btitti ftit^ I.llahk, ccxxapiete satifi^ 
faotioa aboat it."* 

" I beseech you to go more into detail," si^id Tre> 

maine. ' 

f^Why," puffsued his frielid>/^it ia. lieediess, J 
9U|>pQ8e9 tc! say,* that all matter whatever, wiiether 
the finer spirits of tbebifai% or Ae tree that sliad^ 
our window here,* i^f frOtn the very nature of it, 

' ' ' ... — tf , , I.I » ■ , .1 ■ ^ ,11 r7 i .^ 

* See Clark on the Attributes. > 
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diYiaiUe ; ^ and youi ;wlib are acconpliibed in ' na* 
tuml philosophy, know that one of the fim expert- 
ments in it,' is to show that matder is lii^'ie/y'divi* 
sible. You may cut the tree in halves and quarters^ 
and SO' on for ever." 

« You may/'-said Tremaine. 
: ^.^ But who e?er imagined such a thing as tocut 
thought in halves ?" ' 

: <^ I allow all the ingenuity of this," observed Tre^ 
maine. 

. ^ Is it meirely ingenious ?" asked the Doctor; ^ or 
are you prepared to show me that any thing caii 
break in upon it ?" 

. ^ If I cannot' break in upon it," said Tremaine, 
f^ I at least have not understood' how it was mode 
out; in6the)r words, why thought should not be 
divisible."' 

' ^^ The answer is most plain and ritnple," replied 
Evelyn ; ^^for if it is divisible like other matter, like 
other matter it must be extended ; that is, towever 
minute, however refined, and even though the 
very flos Bacchi of Epicurus and Lucretius, it must 
still have length^ breadth, and thickness, or, mathe- 
matickHy, be a solid parallelogram ; which, whether 
thought is or can be, I would soberly ask you ?" 
^^ I cannot answer this," said- Tremaine. 
^^And yet, strange to say," continued Evelyn, 
'^one of the very men you have been studying, whom, 
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by so extraordinary an accident as it were, we iee 
befi»re us atlthia instant-^this'great Des Cartes, as lie 
is cllUed-^oweSy perhaps, most of his greatness, '(for 
certainly it is the most cogent part' of his work,) tc 
the force with'\^hich he 'demonstrates the intlpOssi" 
bility that thought can be matter,' from the extension 
o£ the last, and the non-extension of the first. Theie 
was a- contest, indeed, whether Des Cartes. was ori- 
ginal in this discovery, and others had claimed il 
before him ; but he was the great champion of this 
most essential and decisive dlG&renoe l}etweeil 
tb^m,-*<*which, in a man whose works on thewhcSe 
^ead to scepticism, is to me marvellous/' 

"I remember to have observed this," siwd Tre- 
maine, ^^ but I own I did not make the same us^ of 
it that you have done/' 

^^ liet us pursue this," continued Evelyn, <* in the 
naiUre of ccmsciousiiess, which is still more intimate 
with us than thought itself. The only knowledge we 
liave that we think, is that we are conscious we are 
thinking. As we are not aiguing for victory, I 
sapl^ose yott do not require me to go beyond this j if 
you do, 1 own I cannot." 

^^1 do not require it,"' said Tr^maihe. 
^' Well then ! I am conscious that I see this wide 
spreading oak, with all its leaves and fruit, in exact 
disttncmess ; all its parts are individual parts; the 
trunk is not tvro trunks ; any particular leaf is not 
two leaves !" 



r ^^ ^0ur infeoBlnoe ?" 

« << Why, that if oonseiousBett were dmgible, or, to 
sp^nk phUo9ophicaUy, if it were not a moned, it 
migbt bo divided^ Jike other matter, into teii thoviamd 
ooiUioiis: of »tQiQ9, each of ibenk oF the sanfe fiimily 
of conecioufifieiSy and, tberefiire, conscious 1"* ^ 

. " Your inference, still i" 

. ^' Why, that one of tttes^ tWo altematites would 
SiUow-^tber there wodld be ten thoasuid niUioin 
of ^nsciouiinese^, each thiakii^ tha^ k iAW tfa^ wbold 
tree# and sq there Would be ten ifaeustod .mtHioaa of 
g^^in tbet mind ; or, each of these atdms would be 
conscious of sestng cnkj a particular minute pa^t of 
th^ treje, Btud could 9P^ by possibiliiy, see the idiole. 
Yet ^e whole is seen^ as a in^hqie; no coBsdqusniefls 
of a division. I ask,« how this can be.?, bow ead) 
atom can comme^i^te Us cc^nsciousneai to tb^ other, 
so as that all tbeep mmute consciousnesBee cwi 
coalesce into i^ne great conscio^lsness, as the pe^ides 
of that water cW^sce into oDe ^eat mirror V\ 

^^ You have forestalled .me,'! Sftid Treipaine, ^ fov 
I was going to obsenrey.jthis.iaighjt be thf^ ^ry mode 
of accounting for your question* YOil.perOeivf. t}^ 
in a mirror, .ten thousand millions <^ meet minote 
partkles (NKsm all to flow inio one cmKbei*, tbot^h 

I n-- > "' -'<■■'• tr '•" >-^.»..... r .J « ^ . .. >» • ^.•. , . fi ir. 

enceofCM. B. iv. Clu ID. , 

Also, Sherlock on a Future State. , 



each reflect sepijrately only its Own pBvt of the wKokr 
object seen. May it not be so with the particleg 0$ 
^toms that ^ooippse the whole ^hich we call con^i- 
ouaMBS ?^' 

. '' It is, at least, an ingenious illustration^^ itS^ 
Evelyn^ ^^ but the mature of th6 thing to be illiiBtnrted 
proi^es that it cannot apply* For I iBup(>oite you will 
aUow that in conoeious^essi^ the knowledge of whicli 
we are conscious is diffused throughout ihe- consCiottH 
power, ki oAe estire, inreftagable^ or, as I Have catted 
i^ iuuiitseerplible dfeet. Eiei^ pait of this power^ 
(supposing there to be parts,) ia comcions of the 
wlude e&a, and not a praportkmriale'pait ot Hi 
There is no division of tbt thoiight, whali9f«rti itiay 
be i but yoii have the whole idoa^ or none* Where- 
as, in the n^rror, break it into ten thousand pieceei, 
and ea^h piece still reflects lis correspond^t objeoi^ 
part of the whole. If you throw your hat ifito tba|^ 
river, the tlear sky, pfreVi^tlrijr ireflecced by that part 
of it cptered by the hat, will' be refledted no longer^ 
yet all the rest of the landslci^ remaiAs as perfect at 
before. Thiis . theve is no diffi;«cin of tlie thinf r^ 
fleeted tkDoi]^ every, paiit of the; rtfiector^ ^aM youy 
p^r^ft^that all its partid^s seem; to Jha'^o^'^^M 
qtuabetf laiBftocuralCi In tmby thcMi^ ^ery ni^elf 
and imperceptibly fitted,, all in the mirror is se^pa- 
rate and dtflpmct* Thl9 is not so with ^Qttisd4>ttsiiess^ 
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which isinci4>able of sepanition, and miiftt be all or 
nothing." 

^^ Yet my idea of the oak may he separated into ad 
many parts of ideas as there are parts to tlie oak^"' 
said Treniaine. 

«* This is too like the flimsy Voltaire,?* rejoined 
Evelyn. " A mind so acute, as yours must not con- 
descend to be so blinded. If you will reflect a mp- 



meht '' 



" I sec," cried Tremaine, ** you would say tbaC 
every idea, though Qnly a part of the tree, is still in 
itself a perfect idea s in other words that there can, 
in the mind, be no suc^ thing as a part of an idea." 

« Exactly so," said Evelyn. • . 

<< Bear with me, however, again, as to the divisibi- 
lity of consciousness," continued Tremaine. ^^Behold 
that seat (and he pointed through the window to the 
garden), . 

'O'er canopied with luscious woodbine.' . . 

May not the honeysuckle be coropai:ed to this con- 
sciousness ? . Divide its leaves into the millions of 
atoms you suppose, and there is no longer flower 
or scent to be found. Unite them, and they reasp 
sume the character of both. Or, if you will be 
still more refined, may not consciousness be thought^ 
like a quality, or a figure? dissolve it into its com- 
ponent parts, you know not what it is ; compound the 
partSy its character is recognized. For example, let 
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US take the roundness of tfa^ niarble bell that debo* 
rates that pillar* Crash it to pieces, no part of it is 
round; yet put together, it constitutes thkt shape. 
The roundness you see can only be one roundup, 
yet it may be divisible ad infinitum. - • 

.''This was, before you,' the argument of a very 
leiiraed, but not a very clear man> Dodwell. But 
neither your scent nor your figure," said Evelyn, 
*' will bear you out. For who does not see that if 
^ each of the particles of the honeysuckle had not some 
degree of sweetness individually, the flower itself 
could have none when the particles were united ? 
And, in^ the same, manner, if the pieces of the ball 
had not some convexity, though perhaps impercepti* 
ble, and at best not absolutely round, the ball 
itself could never have been formed. This, again^ 
has. been put in the clearest point of view both by 
Liocke and the clear-minded Clark,* — who rests 
upon the very simple demonstration I mentioned be- 
fore^ that whatever is compounded of many things^ is 
still only those very things, change them as ybn wilK 
Thus, I repeat, possible changes of figure can only 
end in figure ; magnitude in magnitude ; motion ' in 
motion; colour in colour. Emphatically he infers 
that no composition can possibly produce a' new 

pomery specially different.^* 

■ ' ■ ■' II I > .11. I. 11 1. I ■ " 

* See the conteBt between Clark and DodweU; and Locke^ 
k.iv. ch. 10. 
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<' Whiit 18 his ^oof?" asked Tranftine* 
<^ Onlj that an etk^t would be produced without 
a cause," answered ErelyD. 

.. ^^ I txHifesB)" said Tremaine^ ^' you have «iinsider« 
ed this matter more deeply thaii L" . 

^^It has; been my business so to do^" answered 
Evelyn ; ^^.bul if these things make you pause ^n the 
imihateriidity bf thought^ mcnre than yott expect^^ 
M'hat .will you say to the iemomk'Mt probf that 
there ntay^ nliy, that there vwst be such imiliateriAli^ 

^^I would catch at it eagerly^" cried Tremaine« 

^^ You believe in a God^. the maker and governor 
of the world ?" said Evelyn. 

. . ^^ In all sincerity of heA.rt X do^" answered. Tre* 
maine* 

'^ If he made the world^ it is to be supposed he 
planned it?" 

'* Certainly!" 
. ^' If he plaiuied it^ he must have imagined it 
befbre*handJ' 

^< Agreed!" 

^^ Why d»en there is mhid without matter, unless 
yoii suppose that taiatter eithet planned or rode i\* 
seifi" . . ^ . 

Tremaine again fitlteted* 

" I need not ask you," pursued Evelyn, *^ whether 
you think this awful, this wonderful Author of na? 
ture, is himself corporeal ?" 
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^ I suppose not.'' 

^^ Suppose not! Do you not feel sun T' 

"I think I do," said Tremaine. 
: ^^ Why tlien, we have here a demonstpatioh,' or 
what is tantamount to it, that there is such a thing 
as liptrit distinct from matter : 43pirit all powerfiil, 
and all snperior, because the very Creator and ruler 
or matter itself V* 

. <^Thi8| perhaps, may be the truth,'' said Tre^ 
maineb J 

'^ It is also, then, true," continued Evelyn, ^^ that 
it must think, fbr it plans^^will, fat it performs-^be 
conscious, for it knows." 

^ In the Almighty, yeli!" cried Tremaine. 

^^ Yet you hateneter seen this great and awful 
Spirit," pursued Evelyn; " nor will you contend 
that body is necessary to him ?" 
*^ Assuredly not/ ' 

^< 14 then^ he should clothe himself with body," 
said Evelyn, ^oif mix himself in matter^ in some 
mysterious way, though I own it is above my com- 
prehension. ««.'' 

^< What then ?" asked Tremaine^ , 
. <^ Why then he might Subtract, himadf from it 
again, and remain the same spirit, though the mattef 
^ith which he was clothed crunibled to piecelt*"* 

• I derire nil doabt^w td p^lKtef tMs 4g«U4> ajfils, «ftd *jj4tt» . 
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^^ If the first supposition is possible)" satdTre* 
maine, ^^ the other follows as a necessary eonse- 
quence." . . 

" I ask no more," observed his friend ; ^f for you 
^e.here the demonstration that some spirit there is, 
and. must be, distinct from matter ; and the posnbi* 
lity depending only on the pleasure and purpose of 
the Almighty, it is made out that it may be united 
anddittinited&om matter without perishing, though 
tlie forn) of the matter that contained it may be den 
stroyed." . . . i 

<^ Yet how can such, an union exist in us?" asked 
Tremaine. 

^^ I know not," answered his friend, >^ nor iff it 
necessary for my point that I should. It is suflKciAt 
to impisess, that spirit is really a subsisting thing, in 
other words, a distinct substance of itself, wlMher 
with or without body : which I hold to be a gn^t 
and decisive st^ towards the proof that i it -dbeff 
actually'Subsi&t in union with:our body." 

^' The second step, or that actual union, is t&e most 
important," said Tremaine. ^^ How are we to come 
at a knowledge of it ?" . 

^ '^By its effects: and in this consists all Xhat we 
know of matter itself." 

<^The di^evence, however, is too sensibly strikiiig,'* 
said Tremaine, ^< not to throw all into doubt as to 
one; while the other is certain <uMi palpable to.ow^ 
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every sense* I see those teautifiil heavens, I hear 
that sweet concert of birds. I scent these luscious 
pierfumes, but with the spiritual part of me that you 
talk o^ I am not even in the least acquainted. 

<^ This is Bolingbroke, with his phenoniena," said 
Evelyn. "Surely we are, or maybe, as well ac- 
quainted with the phenomena of spirit as of matter, 
only that we get at the knowledge with a little more 
trouble: for all you thus warmly describe, are, as lo-*' 
gicians would say, but mere modes of matter; they 
are simply accidents which we should be sorry to be 
without : but destroy them, and matter would still 
remain ; they are therefore not essential to mattery 
whose substance we are not a- whit the better ac« 
quainted with, because of our eyes and noses.' ^ 

" What use do you make of this ?" asked Tre- 
maine. 

• " Why, that we may know spirit, exactly in the 
same way as we know matter; that is, in its modes 
and its accidents^" said Bvelyn ; " for we feel that 
we hav6 something within us which understands, 
^ills, and judges; we chuse and refuse, and' haire 
mental and perceptible, though invisible reason for 
both. There is even a mential hapjsiness derived frbm 
the contemplation of the fitness of things-^ihat is, of 
iruth^^-whi^h isilmost equals your heavens, your Birds, 
i^nd your pcfrfumes. Nay, I am a traitor to pbilb* 
sophy in hesitating for a moment^ under the Hh 



e^hw of tbi» ftWeeC pUe^, to profev k, as ail wbenlfeft 
mmty t0 ei^rjr thiQg sensMl and matmal. At leaii, 
J migbl asl^ livith ok) Sherlock, < Wbo eter was act* 
mired Or ifeq)ecled fi>r mating aod dvtnktiig wril^ or 
ea^nyipg luxurjr to it$ heigUtr' If anj ona doubt, 
let hiia compare Ap^ciua or Hdic^balua vriiih 
Socrates* There is even a sort of respect abcml the 
filthy cloalt of old Diogeaea himself j-^-wch is the 
natural elevation cS wisdom, or mind, above aeasiiat^ 
lity, or matter. 

'^ But what shall we say <^ genius, and all thoso 
master ^lirits which have charmed and goveroisd the 
world from its creatioB, flsd will cominae to do so, 
spite of the d^ects or decay of matt^:**-^ 

•• 

* Blind ThamyriS) ai]4 blind Meonides, 
And Phineus and Tiresias, prophets old !' 

^' l^ shorty let me but o'ppose Homer aad Sfaak- 
speare to your ipaa of cday, before he is warmed by 
his Promethean fire^ and. I think Jupiter himself 
might have excused the theft of the fire, not merely 
from its necessity^ but its beautiful and dazzling 
effects 1" 

Tremaine smiled at this little burst ; then gmv^y 
returning to the subject, '^ You have uttered thii^s^^' 
said he, ^' richly woorth considering, and which I pro- 
mise you to consider: meantime, there k oaa ques-. 
lion, which to my mind, no one has ever satis&ctorily 



answered, or searody even atlempted to answer ; I 
mean the co-etemity, if I itiay Ao say^ of mattor Wtib 
spirit. It has been sensibly asked, may not tnatter 
have existed from all eternity, and only been put 
into the order that it at present wears by the etemat 
mind that informs it F^ ^ 

'^ This is Spinozism, or little better," said Evelyn, 
^^ and you would soon fall into the full error of that 
Jew and his masters, that Gibd is the soul, not the 
creator o£ the world. But when you say nobody has 
answered this potent question, do you not forget 
Locke V 

^^At this moment lam not aware of his opinion," 
said Tremaine. 

^^ He reasons4hus on this very question," replied 
the Doctor. ^< Matter is eternal. Why ? Because 
you cannot conceive its being made out of nothing. 
Wliy are you not yourself eternal ? Because yon 
know when you began to be. But the matter where* 
of you are made began not then to be^ or it would 
not be eternal. To be sure, the particles of winch ^ 
you are composed might have begun to be put toge«* 
ther within a given *time ; but these particles are not 
^^— they make not that thinking, ccnseious b^ng 
you are. When then did that thinking Being begin 
to be ? If never, you have been thinking from all 
eternity ; which is absurd enough. If it began> it is 
not eternal, but has been created, and created out of 
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sibiliiy, and therefore indiscerptibility, k in fact die 
OplyXeal an^ ut^quivopal. proof that I am the same 
l^iffg7H>w t^at 1 was forty years ego* All aboQ^me 
has changed ; my fiesb, my bloody and for aught; X 
Hnow my rery bones, may have so passed off in the 
wear and tear of my material nature, in the cQurse of 
all its. wonderful prcKresses,' peipetually and without 
intj^rmissippatworl^^jn sleep as well as waking, that 
I know not ti^e part of me that is actually the same 
as w)ieo I came into the world. Our hair, teeth, aqd 
n^ils^ we obviously #ee changing ; nay our very skin. 
Nature. seeu^s ever ii)de&tigably employed in (he 
business of sitbtr^ctioB, by perspiration an4 the va* 
lipuB B^reUons, aod of adiUtion, by food. Tk^ 
change^ are indefid jso gradual as not to be percepti- 
ble iblai thi^y are: not the less changes: so that we 
9te like 4 sbip9 buik perhaps in the la$^ century, arid 
still thought the sanie;as:was originally launched, yet 
so ofifeo repaired, that not a. nail, rope^ or piece of 
tlfidber of tlieorigioal, remains." 
. .^^ Well tlien,r-^amidst all this transmutation, is the 
br^in alone, to.. escape? and if it do not, what be- 
comes of that consciousness, which yet is supposed to 
be identified with it? If that too has been divided, 
thrust into other places, lost and renewed with new. 
atoms^ how IS it, I say, that I know myself to be the 
same thinking conscious being now that I was fi>rty 
yeaisago? My^ileshand blood, nails^ teeth> hair,. 
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and skih are^ I' know^ not ilie sanie ; my mind i& 
Thiere is btit one conseqaence for your BuppOBitioDv 
if just; namely, that the braid ib the identical self 
same brain it always was." ' 
, : ^} And majr it not be so ?" asked Triemaiite. 
■^ So far.rr9m it," replied Evelyn, ^^ that of all the 
changes the body undergoes,' the brain is proved to 
experience the most frequent, and die greatest; so 
miich so, that the animal spirits which belong to. it, 
and^ in whidi resides the ver/ quintessence of that 
fine subtle matter, - the jfe^ Baechi of your liucretius^ 
(ill short, the soul you have supposed,) are said by 
some to flow through this brain, add return to the 
heart, and the bmin itself is also dissolved^ once in 
every forty-dght hours." 

^^I confess to you," allowed Tremaine,. ^^ this is 
vefry important;" 

'^ It is to me decisive," said Evelyn j ^* for what, 
let me ask, becomes of memory, as well as conscious^ 
ness ? Memory ! that storehouse in which all our 
foregone knowledge is laid up for use, as it may be 
required, in endless variety, and boundless ampH*- 
tude ? The argument of the materialists upon ine^ 
mory itself I own I never could comprehend. Nor 
has the question ever been answered, or scaredy at<- 
tempted to be answered, ^ Where bur ideas are de« 
posited wben actually not present to us ?' We are 
told, in the brain. But in what celli ? How is 

f2 
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ikere room (it has justly been asked) for all thai ft 
mail of learning or wisdom^ pr a mere old man that 
has seen the ivorld, knows, feif^ets^and recovers? 
Behold thevolumesof science, history, arts, law, in-^. 
ventions! AH are used, laid aside, and used again^ 
by the same man, as occasion may require. Some 
ideas may have slept for half a century, yet come 
out: again, fresh and green as when first conceived. 
We are told. that association awakens them. But 
where did they sleep ? Is this lightly to be got over- 
by a gratuitous supposition, neither proved nor prove* 
able, that it is the result of some mechanism of the 
brain^f which, nobody even pretends to .understand, 
much, less explain ? I ask if this palpable, tangible, 
natural, and everlasting difficulty, is to be answered 
by the mere gratuitous supposition of what is not 
even an hypothesis, (supported, or attempted to be 
supported,) that there, is an asserted occult quality 
in the brain; in the same manner as, in the 
ilays of darkness, ' before the dawning of science,' 
A thousand other. occult qualities formerly supplied 
•reasons for all phenomena . that could not be ex« 

plained ?'' : ; 

. Tremaiue was a little overpowered, and not the 
less so when Evelyn asked him pointedly, whether, 
and bow, he ever knew memory accounted for on the 
mechanical principles; whether lie could account 
for.it him^f? . . , --.i ? 



* He owned He could hot, bpt supposed it a piroip^prty 
*of the brain, bedftuseitf resided* there. •*' 

^ ** Well then," replied Evelyn, ^* taking the thittfe 
for granted,' at least for a- moment, I ask yoi^ how th^ 
ideas of fifty years standing, which have beeii sUpf. 
'po^d all that time in this storehouse of the btlitrj, 
can have remained in undisturbed pi^eser^iitiorf, 
'when it has been asserted that 'the storel|OUse it^lf 
has been in perpetual agitation, and even knc^kMl 
down and built up again every two days throughout 
the year?" •- • ■• •• .: .' r: \ ' 

IVeniaine agatfi allowed the immehse importaAce 
of the argument, and a long pause ei^ued. . " '> 

At length, breaking silenife, as if :struek with a 
new, or a sudclenly recollected topic, he observed 
with s^rioij^sne^--^ '« ■'• * - ' 

' ^ 'Inhere is, after all, to me, a fatal objettidn to all 
thid excellent reasoning, (excellent I allovr^ whether 
it cbnvince or not,) which I should be really glad if 
you could' clear up. ' But I own I never knew any 
one who could do so." '- 

" Name it," said Evelyn.. . , . , . y 

^^All the learning, thought, and reflection, and 
ihe genius too, which have been used upon this 6c* 
casion, seem after all Mrildly wasted/' 

" A-8 how?" i "'. " 

^Why, in proving the indisoerptibitity, and there^ 
fiire immortality of the soul of man, yoii proVe, (for^ 
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vthe wbole argirinent frpfiHei) dmt the soul of the 
lowest animal, a bfUte, or an iinsect, is eqnatlly imr 
mWskh l%e principle, tbtogh not in the same'de- 
gree^ applies aUKe.to the most di^iittipg tail bat^fid 
Termioy as to (he^ ii^lesl ameaals; to thft ti^e.i44 
bttgp that were ^be plaguea of Fhwniob^ n^MHillr 9A to 
the sagajcious ^^ephant, t)r the fttibfuld^g^V i r 

« Your .<)i5ertiori,'\ieljunifid Breljiv " isliQt mAei- 
iKHlrel, or.withbntitadiffietthy. . ^Njay^Ir'^iUown to 

jmi> I ba'^^ been focimrlystaggaved fl4lh ilt'' 

<< And how did you get over it ?" asked^Treiiiaina 

f ,^^¥ou niean.thea#g«uli€|it to'be^ba4 tb^ It^M^ians 
jcall ex absitrdoy^^ d>9erYed Bve^n«. .: ^ ' . , 

' ** X stdte it assueh.'A . • . ; 
: « Yf^tiatbeabsnnikyitoadeQilt?" 

<< I think it is; for it would be difficult la iltf^lw 
me belic^ye that the crawling worm^ tbfe Ipatbsome 
toiid^ or the fly ilmt q[)Ebi§^.froin the duDgbiU^ ¥f4f 
ni^de to live again* If ib^refore(it is not powliv^ljr 
an argninent tx db$wdd^ which .fOBsibly it may iiot 
strictly be, it certainly comes '^ndei^. the deflcri.ptipn 
of that sort of argument, wluch,: byiprOVirig too fftuch, 

pio^es n6tfaifog/'[ ^ 
, ^^ We, at least, :know nothing about tberihatier,'' 
answered Evelytt. j " and i^fhenthat-ia se/I-nevcr will 
suffer any thing (whatever appearand^M .0Uiy be)*to 
jxtt^ei% wi A WhiiA I tbtHk I de Imbw* What inow 
He of ibe ends of oiur tiwrt >orf a^iteki^' V . ! ; . 
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^ ^^ Notbii^/' said TreiBainey with axigbi / ' '^ 
: ^^ That does nc^ prevent there being im end j" com 
tiimed Evdyn^ ^ It only makeft our nitiuu^n tli^ 
ihore awful ; but it cannot iiivaUdate the supposftioil 
.'^bat there is siich mi end, because it is possible thel^ 
may be also an end in the creation of things to t^ is^ 
worthless.^ The most you can make of if ifi/fh!at tWl^ 
creation of a tokd ii^ beyond bur cexttpr^heiiiidn : Is 
that of a ni^n then within it ?" 
^ ** But ite immomlity t^' pursued Tremaih^. - » 

^^ I have said, that it will, at least, nor Mspr&ct 
ours ; we have therefore no right to dein[aa(i-*an' ac* 
i^bunt of it ; I mean as a stipulation,' iik \i ^re/ for 
our belief concerning ourselves." 
' ' ^* Do yoti really then believe, tha:t that gtlalC, which 
\% settling lipoh you, is'to live again ?'** > ; • - * 
' ^^ I submit to my ignorance," aiisweredthe Dbeloi^s 
am mjfself irf many respects worse than a gnat^ 
^ich is, it should seem, incapable oif sin:" 

^* ¥ our inference ?" . 

^^ That its being mortal or immortal would not 
prevent my immoi*tality." 

^^ But can it on your principles be mortal, or rathe^ 
must it hot be immortal ?" 

^« Ikiibw not the nature of an insect^s mind, if 
mind it can be ^Bed," answered Evelyn. 

" Wellj thien, of the most reasoning of brutes^ the 
elephant ; or the most friendly, t^e tlog P' ^- 
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<^ We fchow not even their miads ih sufficieht ac** 
curacy. But though I should agree with you^ that 
the arguments we have disbusaed applied equally to 
them as to us, I see not the absurdity, I mean logt* 
cal, gross, and ; cfeorfy proved absurdity, in.tbe sup- 
position of their iminortality, that should make us 
doubt the argument for our own. Even if yOu wiU 
have it that they must be immortlil, (which I cOnf^ 
does not trouble me) there is npihing to prey^iiitrthe 
exertion of that will and power which can (but which 
alone can) overcome ^he consequences of all I have 
been endeavouring to prove." 

^< Nay ! this is absolute paradox,'', said Trer 
maine. 

^^ My meaning is," replied Evelyn, " that if the 
immortality of brutes were inconsistent (which at 
least it is not) with the immortality of man, God's 
will might annihilate them, though the constitution 

« 

and fikbric of what souls they have^ might, if left to 
themselves, imply that they would be iminortaL ' ' 
Tremaine was without* reply, except to express his 

* 

wonder, if this were so, that so much design |md 
contrivance should be thrown away. . 

^^ Better leave it," said Evelyn, ^^ for be assaved it 

is beyond us. All I mean tq contend fi>r is,; that 

^our objection is not founded upon what you first 

imagined, an inconsistency, and consequently, an ab« 

surdity; and the argument fj: qbsurdOfmd even th^ 
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iigibjectioix dmmt Stoti^ pvcmng too knuch^ nnist there- 
fore be given, op." 

Tremain&coaleated that tbisn^as.not so unfair as 
^ first itftf^earedyfiDd that upon nefleclion, it inif^t 
probaUy relieve lus.difficolty. 

Evelyn went on : *^ Yoil who are ia. CaitesianV 
<loduBg at the fncture of die French philosoph^^)*-^ 

*^Not so/* interrupted Tremaine. " You! know 
I have said I havi. abandoned what little bias I bad 
to.wards hiih/' ' 

*^ One^ of his greatest errors, liowever, would have 
helped you uiuch in this affiiir/' 
. ^^ Ton mean his doctrine that brutes are. without 
liouls^. or reason, or even Sensation, and therefore 
cannot enter into the account,'* 

*^ I do^*' said Evelyn, ^^ and to be fair, ought we 
not also to add, that he has exdeiedingly well made 
out all we have been discussing, concerning the itn- , 
materiality of reason and thouglit ?" 

^ He ViNry much, suppoils, you as far as regards 
men,*' si^d .Tremaine^ ^^ but this very error, so^gross^ 
T^^rdiilg bruted,,protes to me the strength of the 
difficiUty I have mentioned, and. hence his very ab« 
surd paradox as to them." » 

. << No ddibt," replied Evelyn ';. ^^ aiid hence the 
sneering Bayle, in one of his most adroit meers, ob-> 
serves that it is a pity Des Cartes sbonld be> refuted 
as to the souls of brutes, as hts: system. i& one of the 
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Jtyett supports erf" the^ doetriae pi immmbmialitj: a( to 
the soul of man. But we want n6 j|yu:hsdgpaitv: I 
ssy ^ know netliing 'whii jmeisian^aibugiiy con- 
cerhing^ the reaioning^^ouUykxf Ji>nites, tpiet it at M 
enter into the ailment ooncemii^our o^ii. But 
men if wi did, a difficulty at best collaierail and ob- 
seufe eaimot ppssibly invalidate a prpof that is ifaMt 
andilcar." • . . . S j . - 

. Tii»aaine allowed that be was viry mu^h satiBfi4d. 

" Now then, if you please,'* pursued fivelyn, *• I 
will gd bac}c to my ship. I have, however, little 
more to do with her, since alM^ibis (d^rsseion has 
been merely to defend' my lUustration against your 
assertion, that ycm had seen the supposed victims 
annihilated. You allow that, if you saw them car* 
tied off alive, the curiosity would be insatiable, irnd 
the leeling fearful ?" 
• ff I do," said Tremaihe. 

^^ Only suppose. then the n^it point in the grada* 
tk>n— lower, indeed, btu veiy liUIe >ldwer, in the 
scale of fearful^iess ; suppose' these rictims r^u)arly 
disappeared, without any one knowing wh^^irdead 
<^ alive, and that none of them ever were beatd of 
again." 

.^^ It would sho(^ every heart not absolutely hrffd- 
enedl" cried Tremaine. 

" Why then, as I contend," pui^ued Evelyn, 
^^ my. illustration is apposite. It at l^asl do^s> hQV 



«}ipeturtlidLthelinii|^ otmilMr ifa^ idiiQimf , ibe 
conscious pd^fstt wtilttii u^^ tn(4ther itoida thfe 9m\ 
iff exlio^iahed bjr.: thef destth .dT ttt^Lbpdjr;: 'Its 
powers, however, disappear, never td q<Asae;]iitoV99* 
wver %0 be:kMrd ofngniiij mdrpUotiii tjh4Mgjb|s^> all 
our anxieties, 0XimiMittg9QinfitSet(mM ^gmJ^D^flnOfr 

4^m for gQlQg.aj^pMMa«b««^^9d?^^dlnQeii^ 

coMntry to wbicb <lur;avypo8ed:viclifnftJiA«9 iM«|i 
carried, and from which none have ever returned^}' { 

. ;" Tl|e.r«Bjaljt[ j*,aUat l*^»fm in bi^s^ae$<c«npor 
r^ght t<]( be indiffer^nl l04ea4bT l^^h^WJit^y^fbaie 
.w)ip t^np ]^iffde90(lia vicie^ qr- i9^ho.|)aiiT« 1^^ .tbeix^ rieo- 
wn, bypaMi wi4 misfortuw,— and Jiotmaw itk . ;AJ- 
.i]bK>|igb> ih9refotoe> no ^oite; Ms ever beien ftblelOr;(k- 
vscribck^r perhaps f^men lo i«Mgiile^ ihe aoit of^j^omitay 
40 which ibe ihip I h»ve. supposed ii^ bOumdvawl 
where she deposits her victims, still the'ljbcli MpC$i 

,t)» CQ9iw^; or rnO^^v tbQr^xp^iatioA^ tbat Xo^y in« 
. fluence^pur cpnduc^ cannot be a light on^tj' >*,::«• 
. f ^ere I quite go aloi^ Vt^itb you/' diiid Trt^ 

^' The great Master of nature does so too/^.eonit- 
nued Evelyn, *^ when, he makes fear for tb^lfmure 
stop the hand that is meditating self*murd^i% ' 

* Thus conscience doth make cowards of us all, . 
And thtrs the natire hue of resolntioii ' 
Is siekfitd o'er wHh the pide cast of thought" 
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- « You build th«n much ppon conscience,'' o^ 
tenred Tremaine, '^ in your jdiilosopfay ?'' 

^^ Say rather my religion/' remarked E?elyn. ** I 
certainly do." 

^^ Shall I tell you my own very unsatisfactory m^- 
tions of conscience ?" asked Tremaine. 

'^ By all means/' answered his friend. ^^ 1 sup* 
pose you do notquestioix either her existence or her 
power." - ' 

** Not her existence, but her power much ; and 
worst of all, I own I particularly question how the 
sharpest stings can be made to conduce to the proofe 
of a future state. For suppose it were actuidly 
proyed there was no such state : might not con- 
science be equally made use of by the Author pf na- 
ture, as a mean, in the same manner as instinct or 
reason, for the better government of our lives while 
they last?" 

^* There is something in the remark," replied Eve- 
lyn, **but you will allow not much, if you pursue 
the subject. The frogs, you know, were at first 
frightened at King Log, whom Jupiter sent to govern 
them." 

** How does this apply ?"• asked Tremaine. 

" Finish the fable," answered the Doctor> \' by 

which you will see that, though he made a great 

splashing at first when he was thrown among them, 

finding he was utterly without power to hurt them. 



|hey presently leaped' upon hia back/ahd laugbed at 
biin. But though we all know how conscience may 
be quieted, in the Taiious struggles of the world, it 
breaks put even to the end of life ; and hence I found 
my remark upon it, for iii this is it difibrent firom the 
frogs. As nature never acts in vain, I Would ask to 
what possible end can it conduce, to be pricked by 
this, monitor on our death*beds, if all is to end there ? 
Who that ever calculated at all upon his past life, 
and summed up the account between his deeds, and 
X his conscience, would 'even take this trouble in the 
last moment when it could possibly avail — when a 
sponge was, in iact, at hand to rub out the whole 
score? And how many would actually feel thus 
indifierent, 

' But that the dread of something after death 
Puzzles the will'" 

I own, my dear friend," said Tremaine, " you 
much enlightened me — much won me ovev to 

own wishes on this subject ; yet how account fgr 
those instances of what is caUed dying hard, which 
many malefafctors have exhibited after the worst 
spent lives, if conscience is toy thing towards the 

* 

proof of a future state ?" 

'^ I should be glad to have the fact ascertained," 
said. Evelyn. " It is, hbWever, too certa.in there are 
some instances of it; But so there are of the most 
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hohid^cu of depraVi^ against tH{ime^^^ die iiioit 
outregocms bl«splieibi«9rMad velMiIlicMi. Their caoiei 
inre egregioiUvbeiotted selfiflliaen^ HMUlabt, deilpftirl 
But mitker can we iaj thh » tk^* ottUttaiyi umi 
totLTBe of tiature^ nor does- thekr existence^ as lament 
tatble ekc^plioiis, disprore the reasonitig, or '.this 
mlei*'--'-; . • ^ '» i - i ' •.:■'•;:?.-• 

• ^^ledtrfess you have greatly satisfied ihe/' said 
^I^iiittitte. - '-' i •-•^•J t,.J /^ 

EWVyti gi^sped bis^ hand, and^'iiiith afliiotieitate 
kitidn^ss, 8a}<i^ ^< Alid trtist I shall, still ftrtbev. iThe 
point, then, that we have hithetto reaehedy is'sinfpty 
this — that if there w^re nothing more than such pe* 
riodical visits and periodical disappearaiice^ «s I 
have supposed, common sense would force us tblook 
anxiously at the event, and not suppose the matter 
was to end there ; and whoever pretended to laugh 
at this anxiety, and be careless as to what was to 
coitie, We should look uix>n him .as either a fooT^ 6r a 
madman at best.^' 
^^ I allow this," said Tremain^.' 

>^ In this state of things^ chen,'^ punned .Ewlyn, 
<^ suppose ^ tradition or tmditiohs lufid ;extsiked &v :a 
sei^ies of years, from the oldest times blown, in tke 
country where this awfiil visitation prevailed^ one of 
which traditions, rebounted why the visitation was 
first ordained ; — that the ship came from the domi- 
nions- of a mighty Prince, to whtise personal goverif- 



jneut thendtionin qiidbtion'bttd'been originall^r sub- 
ject, and\vIiO'BtiU>c<mtkiued 90 f^^ 
that he sent out this ship to call eveiy toait to his ao- 
ieount ;? that he had frequently sent messengers ambng 
tiketn for this poirpoBe,' warmiti|i theiii of ''thei^ $tate ; 
and ihat^ <7n one occmBiott, he had sent ft Prince b£ 
hiaowA family^ to iacquaint them with thei nature of 
the country to which they were boundj lind to inv- 
presa upon them that immediately on' theit^ arfhral 
ih<^y should be ni6st strictly examined, and punishcrd 
br rewarded aixording to th^ir deserts/' 

*^ I see what you Would infer/' cried Tremaine. 

^^ It is plain," said Evelyn; ^^ and I ^sk^ in the 
iirst place, whether, with the known fact of &id ship 
constantly before ns^ such traditions would be unrea^ 
sonable?" 

, ^^ They would be as i^easonable afrl can suppose 
any tradition to be,"^ answered Tremaiiie. 

^^ That is a considerable admission," continued 
Byelyn. 

" '*^ Not much," itttetirupted Tremaine, ^^iforl look 
upon all tradition as so unsatis&ctory, '80 litde pre^ 
cise, and so iiK^possible tb be proved, that I build 

• • • * » 

just hoibing up6n it*' • > ^ 

• •** "Vet tradition fe sometimes veiy accurately deH*« 
^red down to us, and kven ei^nsetirated by festivals 
&nd solemn ceremony," said Evelyn. - • 

" Here, again, I am unfortunate," observed Tre* 






jiSaHiei ^^ I (ksk for truth, and I am sent tocei'emoiiy; 
Wh^t can be derived from so fleeting, so foolish, tio 
capricious a thing?" 

" More than you seem to be aware o^'* answered 
Evelyn. " For, rtot to lose time in general reason- 
ing, let me ask you, in our own country, when you 
see the bonfires and the hanging in effigy on the fifth 

of November . * " 

i /^ Surely," cried Tremaine, almost impatiently, 
*^ you will not gravely, argue this ! Who does nOt 
see that it is the interest or amusement of a parcel of 
idle boys that keeps it alive, and but for this, np man 
would hear of it." 

. " You forget," said Evielyn, « that the State itself 
has sanctioned the day, as one of thanksgiving, and 
to be kept holy. But even if it were not so, how 
was it that these. idle boys could get such a. thing 
first tolerated, and then encouraged ? Will ngt your 
candour allow, and your knowledge of history prove 
to you, that the mere celebration of this rough cerefv 
mony. indicates the general outline of the plot it pre« 
tends, to commemorate ?" 

A m 

i *^ Perhaps it does," said, Tremaine. 

^^ In like manner, no Jew, however unprejudiced^ 
but believed, and had reason to believe, from, the re- 
gular and reverential celebration of the passover, that 
there had been bondage in. Egypt, and deliverance 
from it, by a passage of the Red Sea." 
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< " Delherance, if you; will," cried. Tremaihe) 
" but not by miracle." : : '. . 

^^ That is not now ibe question ; the point only is 
as,to the probability of soine foundation for ihe tra^ 
dilion recorded in the ceremony. Again, therefore, 
I Jisk, whether, in the case supposed, when we hav? 
a perpetual historical tradition, supported by eere* 
monies, and sealed with blood, that k person- ha^ 
be^ among us who said he came fiK>m that cbuntry, 
where he had seeii all those victims who had been sO 
regularly carried ofi^ and seen them regularly brought 
to trial, and punished or rewarded, according to their 
merits— ^whether, 1 say, we could deem such a tradi- 
tion to be either very incredible, or even very ifra- 
tionai V^ , 

^^-You have, I own," observed Tremaine, after a 
very long pause, and three or four turns in the gal- 
lery by himself^ " stated these topics of my form^ 
meditations, in a clearer and more pointed manner 
than I ever before knew them : and yet, if I vvere 
4lot afraid of offending you, I have seen them alt so 
pierced with ridicule, that I own even all your learn'<- 
ing and ingenuity, your elaborate demoratnttit^ns, 
and your apppsiteness of illustration, are ill aisle t6 
stand it." , . . * 

^^ The best and most holy things/' said Ev^yn^ 
^raxdy, *^ maybe made the butt for ridicute to shoot 
at. Whether they repel, or are hurt by the dart> is 
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a difiereot q^eation"; and you must gire meletske to 
doubt the last." : - 

^ <* You 'will allowj" returned Tremauiey f^ diat ri- 
dicukr m what Jiad beeii called the teatof itanthLf' i 

^^I aSow no \sucti tUng," replied Btreljn^ iviih 
fprei(t flerioulneds, <^ even if.we couU, with jahj ^raci* 
eion, xinderstand wJutI ridieule is^ For: the most 
/paltfl amy ihinkMhiit.what is cUled tbs Eidi€ule)of 
aacred thin^, can ofldydeciie its force, frovi tberpitt- 
Aigncy of chos^ wfaoin it enlists in its mipport* Lbe^ 
IteTe you have a respect for Clajrehdoii^'V sidded 
-]EvelyQ. '.,/•: •.-'.:(. *ri 

. << A great and sihoere one/' an^wei«d> TremaintA: 
<' Tell me^aheni^ do you think. that if tbat.pmdfe- 
gate and viricked Duke of Buckingham himsbH^^wUo 
lufiied out afterwards, beiie^th eon tempt, 'under* the 
4word of the illustriona Ossory, liioe Thersites;iiiider 
lJIyB8ea,):doiyou think ifaat if he had attempted t6 
iunk Cldrendon ki youjr esteem, bysuch silly stuff ^as 
•imposed upon the King, he would havd succeeQedrl'' 

: ^ I do iiot immediately recollect tlie stoiry,." said 
-Tremaine. . -. *- . ; :..: . - ^ '.. • , 
^< Youiremdmber the tongs and the beUoiislxpne 
4)efore:him';fbr..inia!e and purse,?' jre)oincd;J5Telj% 
^^ which was said to have gone farther than anything 
4is6^iii fiwt Vuisnig'ajhdigh against tbfi excelltat 
penien,;aiiiLthen, by siiikiiig him^ in respect^ pavfaig 
thrwayibibisisuiui*? i • . <-, ^ ' - 
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Tr^m^ine owned it ms fNirpiciaiiig tbe Kng* eouM 
haye been so weak* 

' <^ Say rather^ so rascally,'' relied Evelylu ^^Bai 
at least, then^vriih you, the acoondrdl Duke; wilb 
the ^Btrampet Us.acconipliee^t moMt not JiaiTe ^ct 
feeded-" ..: ^ -•..•.:.:' . '.. '.. 

" Certainly not," cri^ Tremaine. 
' 1? And yet here .was rtdieole, and. anceessflil too," 
•aid Jltel^n ^ '^ iaruit^he^keir' the aoccett mfi owing 
to the wit,, or the base mscallty of ihoie.on:^hoi& it 
operated, is perhaps a question which King Charles, 
if :he were aliye,. would not like to beasked* T^ 
me," cdiitinued Evelyn,; ^^ if;any;ohv weie.ta attempt 
to ridicule your lather,f-r^bo was kme, and What is 
callM old<(fiLshioiied, but whom, I believe, yon vene- 
rate for his worth and innoeent life,-*-?ixy imilating 
his lameness, his dress, or manner, or even any little 
foible he might .have ; let (he imitator, do. it eyer-so 
well^ do you thihk, it w«uld bneak in upon your 
respect for the persan^ifaniilated?":. v 

^^ You cannot be serious in aikifli|^** siud Tremathat 

^^ And yet," pursued Evelyn, ^^a»f^ as imitation 
went, it might be thought ridiculoa^ and joiir fither 
<might be said to be itimed il^a ridicule.'^' . . < 
- Tremaine assented. 
* '<^¥6u see, then>?' added Evelyn,^ << thatm^rfeiy to 
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callnamesy or to take. liberties,, or perhaps (Sat I 
shrewdly suspect whom you allude to in what yoii 
have toid), to tell lies, i^ at least not wit': but, what-* 
ever it be, as it is in every body's power, there is 
little difficulty,' and consequently litde merit in it»^^ 

Tremaine desired him to explnin his meaning 
farther. ' ^ 

* .^' What I mean is, that even for wit to succeed' in 
bruiging virtue or wisdom, much more religion iiito 
contempt, there 'must be great aptitude to the con^ 
traiy qualities in those who are to judge ; but i^ in 
the things supposed, there is no truth for the ridicule 
to hang on, the wit itself is rather equivocal." 

** All that is very clear," said Tremaine, 
'. ^ Now, then, if you please, for the'ridictile ivhich 
you say has so sSaken you upon our late awful sub*? 
ject. 

"J alluded to Voltaire," answered Tremaine/ 

^^ I thought as much, observed Evelyn ; *^ and I 
very much fear you mean in the trash of the Diction? 
naire Philoeophiqu^" 

" It is true,'* said Tremaine. : '-' 

<^This, in a pmn of your class and character of 
mind, is not what I expected !" exclaimed Evelyn. 
" But will you point out the instances of this attempt 
at wit ? for of wit itself, oh thes^ subjects^ I ha^ve no 
hesitation to say he had none." 

" Voltaire no wit !" exclaimed Tjemaine. 
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^* That 1 did not say,'' replied Evelyn • ^f oti tb^ 
contrary, I have willingly laughed with hiin> in his 
Contes, a.s well as wept with him in Jiis Tragedies ; 
his ease ^nd elegance, on almost whatever subject 
he handles, delight me;)}iit I am equally, moved, 
not merely with detestation at his impiety, but with 
wonder at the empty impudence with . which he 
attempts to support it. Hume had some learning ; 
Bolingbroke at least borrowed some ; Gpicurus 
made a great sect ; and Cicero every-where keeps, the 
mind on the stretch : but for this wit of yours, if he 
had written nothing else, I should have thought him 
only a fool." 

<^ Can you blame me, however^" said Tremaine, 
" you, who own his wit, for paying tribute to it when 
rfind it ?" 

*^ By no means^" answered Evelyn ; *' but I deny 
the wit which presumes, to prepare us for laughing^ 
by imposing upon us what we know to be false; and 
I am at a loss to understand how a man of judgment 
can be dazzled by sophisms so glaring, and, tbere^ 
fore, so contemptible, that I know not which td'v^n- 
deratmost, their idiotcy, or their impudence." . . 

'* To what do you particularly apply this severity ?V 
asked Tremaine, 

<^ Possibly to what you may have thought most 
witty," replied Evelyn. ** Take, for. example, his 
illustration gf the soul, by the clfipper of a bellows, 
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tbe body betog^ m he sajs^ tlie bellows itself. ^ Th^re 
is ji clapper to it,' hesays^ ^^bicligtYiesit motion and 
ase, and .which I have made £>r tV he adda,.* under 
the name of soul. Yet the be^owa cKn be pulled to 
pieces, and the poor soul goes with it.' What diild 
does tiot see that the bdLows aad the clapper are all 
CHie macbine ; that, indeed, the machinis cannot be a 
bellows,^ bat a m^e piece of wood, without the clap- 
per : and if he must haTe a comparison for the soul, 
it can only be the hand that uses it, and sets it ia 
motion^ This is wholly distinct^ you see, from its 
body, and so far is for us ; yet you, perhaps, bav0 
formerly laughed at this, Mr. Tremaine !" 

^^ Formerly, I confess I have: certainly, not of 
late." 

"And why not?" 

'^ Not because what you say ought not to have 
been obviiotts before," replied Tremaine; " bt^t 
because, from xny hujaiour at the time, some mist 
must haye been before my eye^ which is now. much 
removed." 

^f Yoa rejoice me," said Evelyn, '^ and I will not 
therefooe go on ; olhetwi&e.I would wish you to con- 
sider the truth and fairness wiUi which he asks if^the 
Creator would condescend (alluding to the Jews) to 
be the King of usurers and old-clothesmen ? The 
wit, you see, is in callingthe subjects Of the Almighty 
by these disgusting naraes^ Yet the ^t is a lie ; for 
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h^ b^ wUfuUjr cOnfoua^ed tbe modem with tW an* 

cient Jews. AgaiO; he is vrxiifylQ he spre, iti: aids;iiig< 

wfaal is me^nt by going t(p to' heavefi^ when iii the 

p]gn0ti^ry .system there is neither upwards. nor down-. 

vf0ri^ ; and k most especially fe^etious whai he. says 

tim heaven of oqrs is nothing more than a parcel of 

clouds and vapours. Who d<>es not see (I am surer 

the merest child will) that he here wilfully confounds 

thQ atmosphere which surround^ the earth, and which 

we call heaven in physics, with the. happy ^ace« 

wbltlQV^r it. is| which we designate by tlmt name in 

religion J" j . 

^^This is trtt^/' ^id Tremaine* 

" Of a piece, with this," pursued Evelyn, "are his 

sneefs at the sacred story, where, labouring through 

fiilsehoods of his own invention, he tells you that the 

Patriarch Abraham found it convenient to pass off a 

beautiful wife for a sister, in order that he might make 

xnoQey of her, by disposing of her beauty to the King 

of Egypt. The whole wit is here lost, because the 

statement is a lie. Were I to go into all the blasphe* 

miesof the Diclionnaire PhiloHophique^ and examine 

their witty dress, which seems so to have dazded yout 

imagination ^' 

*'^Iy dear friend," interrupted Tremaine, " I will 

spare you the trouble ; 1 have long given np^ npoi^ 

these subjects, everi the wit of Voltaire." 

rrhe Doctor again grasped his hand^ and com-; 
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mending his Candour, asked if he had been able Co 
satisfy him oil their awFuI subject? 

'^^ In many things/' answered his friend, "you have' 
entirely ; in many, you have opened a new mode of 
viewing theni, which I will not fail to pursue ; and if 
not in all convincing, you have at least pointed out 
the road to conviction." 

Evelyn'embraced him affectionately, and could not 
help asserting that if this were so, it would be the 
bappij^st day of his life. 

•'You are the truest of friends," said Tremaine, 
•^and I own myself much relieved on many most 
important points. -Still there are others on which 
you miist have my whol^ confession. I would not 
conceal a difficulty from you, even to gain what you 
know is my highest object on this side the Heaven 
you teach me to believe in." 

Evelyn was moved even to tears, and asked him 
to propound the whole extent of his difficulty at 
once. ... 

- • ^' I will readily,^' answered Tremaine; "but per- 
haps another tin^e were best, for the day advances. 
Meaiiwhile^ I need not say that thus far we have only 
meddled with metaphysical difficulties, on the nature 
of matter and spirit. We have not even touched upon 
the moral arguments which, to me, are, I own, the 
most confounding of the two. As a sort of notice, 
therefore, shall I confess my scepticiism^ or, what it 
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mote truly is^ my^embarraflsment^ as to a particular 
Providence; the care which God may think it worth 
while to take of us, farther than by the general laws 
of nature he has imposed upon us ; the compatibility 
of our free-will with foreknowledge; the necessity^ 
much more the uncertainty, of future retribution ; 
and the existence of evil, both moral and physical, 
to such an extent of horror, as would lead us some- 
times to lie down and despair. Religion must, in- 
deed, be all she is represented by her votaries, if she 
can reconcile all these conflicting, these agonizing 
difficulties ; for such they are to every mind not ab- 
solutely hardened into indifference by selfishness^ 
drunk with prosperity, or maddened by crime." 

^^ A man who can so es press himself," said Evelyn, 
kindly, '^ must really be unfortunate if he miss the 
truth he seeks. I do not disguise the thousand hard 
things that surround these awful questions. Yet, I 
trust, I shall be enabled to lead you through the rocks 
and shelves without shipwreck." 

"Willingly shall I follow your compass," said 
Treroaine ; ** and, from the fruit of to-day, I will 
hope the best." 

It was then settled that they should meet again the 
next day, at the same hour and place; and, mean- 
time, the Doctor said he would proceed on foot 
through a long line of vineyards to Orleans, in search 
of Georgina's boat. He would have asked Tre- 
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maine to . acconipany hioS) a» he had done ihe day 
befim, but petcemog him .inclined to be silent^ he 
fbfbOife ; and^ at last, left him loBt^ in a deep reverite^, 
ffom which^ hofung it might lead to good^ he had iio 
inclination to rouae liim* 



CHAP; X 

PROVIDENCE. 
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** Think that the clearest Goda, who make them honeui^ 
Of men's impossibilities, hare presenrM thee/' 

BBAKSPEARB. 



Gborgina's boat was the prettiest in the worlxjL, 
At least, the boat-letter said it was the prettiest that, 
ever came out of the hands of Monsieur Perrault ;— <. 
which was the same thing. In truth it was a very 
pretty barge, and swam, as the boat-letter said> like 
a cork; hay, he was not sure, if you loaded it ever 
so much, or even bored a hole in the bottom, that it 
would sink. ^' D'ailleurs, it iiras painted as if for a 
queen; it was green where it ought to be green, and> 
white where it ought to be white ; had an awning o^ 
gre^n taflfeta, with fringe and tassels of pale pink^-r^ 



not absolutely pink indeed, but rather sd^p^on 
d'miVet ; then ag&in the blades of the oars wer^ tXL 
Cprered i«rith gilt dolphins, which would so glitter ih 
the smi. In firhoi% it was a barg^ for Cleopatra elle 
mSme, and Ma'amselle would be so at her ease !• 
The price a poor Louis par jot/r — cheap for the boatt 
Tt^t^Vfy liet alone two skilful rowers— ^*^ft)iY aWo/a- 
nitnl unrien, outre ....." 

" Enough, enough !" cried Evelyn, who at first 
was disposed to admire the boat-builder's eloquelice, ' 
but got tired of it before it was near a conclusion ; 
wbieh, indeed, it was not, when he thus broke in 
upon it, and spoiled the tirade. 

The object, however, of Monsieur Peirault's agent 
Was gained, for the bargain was struck^ and Evelyn 
was tn be put in possession of this barge of Cleopa- 
tra, for a liouis par jour, as long as he chose to keep 
it ; and this, the boat-letter most kindly, and only 
for the sake of Ma^amselte's health and pleasur^^ 
wished might be a very long while. 

To handsel it, behold the good Doctor embarked 
virith his two rowers, and steering, if I mudt not/ 
rather say, blundering back again to the fishing- 
house* It was, indeed, an attempt man'qui; for the 
tmtli is, what with the wanderitig of his eye over 
bolh banks of the river, and his recollections of his 
recent conference with his firiend (to say nothing of 
that which was to come), he plunged the two WHter- 

g2 



124 t TREMAINE. 

meiii neither of \ehom was a landscape painter or t 
metaphysician^ not indeed into the water, but into 
all sorts of diflSculties, and twice ran them aground, . 
into a soft bed of muld, which sadly deteriorated the .. 
splendour of Cleopatra's barge* 

Georgina was, howeyer, delighted with her father^s 
success for her ; and, though she thought a whole . 
day rather long to have been employed on this little ,; 
cockle shell, yet she owned the bauble was a very 
pretty bauble, and Evelyn a very kind papa, to throw v 
away so much time upon her pleasures. 

Ah ! had she but known on what he had really 
been employed for her, the greatest part of the day ! 

Be that as it might, as the soft air of that charm- 
ing climate really agreed with her, and she felt re- . 
cruited in strength, as well as soothed in spirit, by 
all she felt and saw, it was determined to pass an , 
hour that very evening upon the beautiful Loire. 

Glad to escape farther questioning upon the em- ; 
ployment of the morning, her father . gave into this . 
With pleasure. Liisette was ordered into attendance, 
to her very great joy, — begging only deux minutes, 
which she took care to make ten, pour faire sa petite 
toilette ; and, taking a stool at Georgina's feet, was \ 
not sorry to display her dark eyes, and white teeth, ^ 
and 'her guirlande of roses, fresh pulled for the occa- ; 
sion, not merely to the obvious admiration of het « 
ow^ boatmen, but to the passengers in the numerous ; 
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little floats which they passed or met^ going or r&- 
tarningy on this soft-gliding river. - 

Georginawas almost amused at her coquetterie, 
'and Evelyn, glad she could be amused with any 
thing, strove to. drive away his own pensiveness; till, 
after a pleasing excursion, she returned^ and retired 
early for the night* • - 

It was during that night, that this excellent man 
revolved in seriousness their changed, but stiU under- 
tain situation with Tremaine.* -That he wa? evi- 
dently a difierent being on many radical points, and 
bftde ftrir to approach what was so miich wish^ in 
ail, gave the truest satisfiiction,' even to scruples aft 
'strong as Evelyn's* Tremaihe 'had opened, how- 
ever, a feaiful prospect for the next day, which fiU^ 
.his friend with uneasiness. ^^ But I will trust to 
what has already been.efiected,'* said Evelyn to him- 
eelf. ^^ The bias of his mind is changed; his preju- 
dices, if not subsided, are no lohger stubborn ;. the 
rubbish that. overlaid his' candour is at least clear^ 
away*" 

With diis reflection, and comdoending himself and 
his daughter to Heaven, whose instrument he still 
hoped to b,;, he sank into a sweet rest. 

The next morning he foutid Georgina pleased 
enougb with her water excursion to be dbiniring of 
'another. Biit as tbe sun was too powerflil, she will- 
ingly put it off ;till tlie evenmg ; and being weU pfo- 
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jktber to proceed .i^ifi w||Ihhi( lier . to OrleiH% ^ 
piff^^ (^ ti^sf^di («ii^ ^at wfM» m troth, no 

of inMBod^Qtion lo %h» 6islM>p of tl^ fif^. 
... It PVV bf iiqip9Pe4 iQ.wb^l ptoce.be ftnl. wtfM^ 
and he was glad to find Tremaiix^jOn th^ a^it^ %nil 
foU of gepi|i|ie i^tjafrcuo^ at %hm }a*t ;^pi^i^feiiQt* 
, . « Tl|«pe ia ii<H a P<»pt, th^ w^ tfl«Mih#4>." 6W4 h^ 
.?,9n whicsb I. ^^ th*^ I wip wy l9ng« 4i^agree 

JBlic> jon eplariof Ihe b9a«^» 994 pa^rtip^hi^Iy tbe 
#tUeiy) iWy ^w4 t^i U wa$ »o loiter ^ hft»pt fcr 
i«tirp4 l^lPiophy* M«re. and.mof^ iiinuftai!^<,.b«4 
irtAa«U)r a<;eiMaukled, aod the oiieimleier'fl p^iopk 
6oi» QrlfMis wore in full pottieMoii. I( we3 only, 
iKmev^ri chaogudg the gaUefy ior the ye^tfee !va1kf 
v^d^ oKeihuBg tiie rWer in a chansiog terrace^ and 
ikfj w«M M mueh to thamselTea aa if io.the Povtko. 
ai Aibena, or. thegardaa i/ Acadenuia itMl£ > 

But their retirement was strangely invaded^ almoat 
aasoonafl.thi^yipeachedit* Asbotftmbelow.sovnd- 
ij9^Uke a Mi^ stnkdc the very hat q£ ^l^'iMiiaiDe ; 
and cries of ^^gankl ^ide i": fooifeiat^ loudly on 
ibe other sid^ of the lerracoy 9^ wed that other dan- 
ger WM XkWtB Both firieads ran to a little gate,, three 
OTifour pi^eafiroiii thom^ which was then wideiO|Hn 
lo ^he w^d^ and ere they had dosed ti a singli^ wo^ 
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meAt^ they W6se appalled by tke sight bf a ddg^ ap- 
pttseally in all the hoiiFOr of madness^ nttiHing head- 
long in the path that led straight throtl^' th# ^te 
into the terrace where the friends wer^. Evelyn had 
barely a oibmeatto Gl9se it; but closed a» it wa% 
the dog attempted to ka{> it; his fiioming jam wcve 
withri\ a 'few inches of Evelyn's hai^, ^ile itf was 
leonring the fiksiening ; and the danger of hk 9^ 
eeeding in a repeated leap was i|0 gi^al^ that bdih 
friends, afraid to face Uiffl, and still mom to quit tile 
gate, stood still, quite powerless to advance ^ retfeat« 
t At length, the poor ftnimal, whiieh hiSA mn mite^^ 
'and was quite exhausted, lay ^^n in ^teoiis 
moaning, and sedmed- te be pantiiig out its last 
breath, when; ^he Garde- dd-chasse who hadi^d at 
U before, came Mrlthin shot again, and^ by a more 
titnocesftfol aim, veleased it from il^ ii^ry* 
' BoA Evelyti and Tremaine, though they had reco- 
Wed tbeip presence of mind, looked at- eUch other 
with mingled fear and hb^rbr. IPhis soon gave way, 
pefhaps in both, to atiotlier s^timent. Evelyn's 
beart v^as^ certainly full, and he looged to pour ii ont 
to that I^vidence, which, he believed, h^ so pal* 
pably preserved him. 

"And you, too, my friend,** erred he, *^hiiVe rea- 
son, in your heart, at least, to 611 down and worship^ 
the hamd that has protected us both.** 

ffremaine Wtts certainly much afi<ited ; and per^ 
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cc^Tiog that he Bhould relieTe his friend (perhaps him* 
aeU)) hj quitting him for a few minutes, hastened 
into another walk of the garden, — observing, that he 
would soon return. ... 

It was a reid relief;' for, of all things, Evelyn 
hated exhibitions, and he retreated into an alcove to 
bc^ i^lone — ^if such' any one can be said to be, whose. 
. full heajrt bursts forth in . thanksgiving to a Being, 
firom whom it supposes it has just received the most 
signal instance of favour and protection* 

When Tremaine was alone, it was in vain that for 
some minutes the calculating philosophy, which, had 
he not been a party, concerned, would have led .him 
inlo.acold discussion about' chance. and accident, 
called by enthusiasts, as he said, by the name of 
Providence,— it was in vain that this assailed him. 
His feeling, that he. had been manifestly delivered 
firom horrors, too great to be thought of without 
agony, got full possession, for a time, of his .mind. 
He felt also for his friend. The raging, miser- 
able >nimal's look and howl were. long in his ears 
and before his eyes, and a full tide of. nature ap- 
proximated his feelings for a while to those which his 
friend would have most wishe.d* It ha9 been well 
.said by Young, — 

*A fercr argues better than a Clark;* 

: . ^ •• 

and so here, the horrors of hydrophobia made him, 



lor a mdnieht at least, a divine, almost equal td Eve- 
lyn himself. But, as the terror went off, and the 
€f>irit recovered/ all this weakened ; uhd though he 
was by no means still uiiimbued with a scbtiii^ent of 
awe, and gratitude too,^ (su{^o»ng himself to have 
■been specially preserved,) yet that there iiras'any thing 
really special in it, any thing' more than a very 
favourable chance, after having been very near to the 
tnost hprrid ot all catastropl>es, came at la§t to be as 
questionable as if it bad happened to another party. 
When he returned to Evelyn, he foundhini in con- 
versation with the Grarde-de-chasse, who related that 
tbe dog had passed by his cottage, about a quarter of . 
a* mile off; that he had immediately loaded i his 
double-barrelled gun with'slugs, and pursued hi&i 
through the wood ; that not thinking of any body on 
the terrace, when lie first got within shot, he had 
fired, and would hkve certainly killed him and Tre- 
maine too, for he wms in the direct line of his aim, 
hi^ not, at the Very moment he' pulled the ttigg^, 
an unaccountable tremor, or saisissement^ as he called 
it,' come over, and unnerved Him. He traced it, he 
said, to the- sudden sight of a small snake, wliich, at 
the time, Wad crossing the path. 

/^'Cela fat hettreax pour Monsieur;'^ added the 
Oafde-de-chasse;' " car, il y a dix: ans que je h'ai 
raanqu^." 

7 *This Vas an awfiil crisis,'* cried Evelyn, as soon 

q3 
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potion?." . . 

^^ We l^ave ceitaiiily had a inc#t lUMntow- ea^*]^ 
apA.bikve tbe. high^t iei9m loi rqpm m m» good 
^HP^in^/' replied Tr^naUie. <^l'«iiglH> jpic^aUy^ 
]mii1€| be^ai^t through l^ heo4> w both of uft p^fr- 
^iMgr (h^¥i(^i9ft^ thie iiy>8i Uonj|>to of aU evila^ tot 

^ Vfh^t V^Bfksd K^% pb3^rot« that lue plused ; 
bat. Tveviaine did npt fioiflfc the i|e«^eiice* 

^^tf il ¥rere not lor tbe . saddoiibtaof PM^ddmce 
ymi.liaye expressed/' ccMpKiatied Eyel^, <^ 1 sbcniM 
hope yoii bad bee^^og Kik adtiio^edge. itafin0sr 
m. I Uiift . fearfol: eirent. , Fov my oivsi pait, I am 
9oaxcely lecovered &ofn the tuoMih of eiwe^ graiiUMle^ 
aod amtitiy» ivith whijQh ili has fiUed me/* 

*^. ^ould I suppose/' r^efned TremaiA^ ^^tb«l 
Froyidepi^Q was^ bvi$ied abpujt 90 bwibfe a preennrii 
a« myilelf^ I obOuld We the bf^^eaaof%liii9g,«a 
you do* Butyalas! the mUkins of ^ich mcfiid^!il(|^ 
and sudi escapes ! What U there in tbem^ biUi tJM 
fortune^ thai ehancoi if I may so say, that p^nitad^ 
the ilrhole oonsjIjttUticHirOf thiogs, and deals Q%% safi^^ 
to-day^ and death to-morrow, WHhpiH any ppovJidiflS 
power being necessary, farther thcHi ibcr original laws 
whk\goyera our actions* Buti I repeat to yoo^ I 
would give the world to think as you do." ... i 

^^Tell irie> mjr friettd/' said K^ly% ^^WAthat 



jtfnr i^mion when this liorror-'was&efth'Uiymyoar 
senaea; I metui baK* an hour ago ?" ^ c' • ; 

/^Perhaps not, exactly,^ ajisweried Trcmaine. 
^ When we are on the brink ol^<le9tfa6tiony andtwe 
no hui^an chance of deK^eranee, yet- are ddliferedi 
we not mmatufally Aink t^e aid <5om^ fixM nxk «%^ 
seen. power. Neyertheles^, the impression i^m&niy 
mechanical and momentary^ it cannot stand* the 
probe of reason.'* 

** You are no doubt, then/^ retufnecl BteTyn $ ^^pre^t 
pased to tell me, why it s]|iOuld be'tbil9'iiie<5haiHMIf 
wfasn so absolutely &lie in j%» tenfden^iy ; ^ that 19, ifbj 

the maclnne, as you caiU tt,. should be endowed wkh 

. , . • ■ 

so very stroi^^aad yet so very »»^«f9 a fbeUng I 
BiRdhiiieB that are the work of merely human handBi 
dfe not, m general, provided with expensive and 
elaborate contrivances, that lead absolutely to 
nothing. Why, then, should it be so with machines 
lieyottd all kmaiMt power to iiaitate, aad made by an 
Jknisi ^«Ao aevef acts in vain ^^ 
^ ^l Perceive we aveembaiked in oursubjeet^^' sai<t 
TDiclMiifiM. ^< A0 to your question, I imagine Itf is ni^t 
true that we are so endowed with this feeling,* as you 
seem to think, b^l rather that it proceeds ftom a 
weakness in <mr nature.'^ 

^ Again, I ask,** retamed<l£velyn,^^'vlf a ^Meekness 
iKhdof ffvif^nMir^yhcm^am^y^ to be endowed with 
ii^ I repeat, why this weakness B*^ 
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<<I 'knpw:not/' 8ai4 his fii^nd; ^but it is most • 
tme, that amidst a thousand wants, and uncer-- 
tuoties, and unaccountable fisaitSy botKfor the present 
ai(d the future, nothing is so comforting as to bdieve 
we have a fiiend close at our side ; and,t^A«r^re, we 
believe iu Are we not all prone to. believe what we^ 
wish ? dp we not believe it i and yet, are we not too 
oft^wiODg?" . 

<^ That," said Evelyn, ^^ must depend upon the 
particular constitution of the party. You suppose a 
sapguine man; I may suppose a mdancholy one. 
Yours 18 buoyant with hope ; mine, sunk in def^ir. 
There are as many, perhaps, of the one as the other. 
This, therefore, ^oes not.ma)i^e out your supposition,- 
that the fteling proceeded ftom mere weakness. But, 
even though a weakness, you allow it is a naluml 

^^ I dO|" said Tremaine. 

^^ Then let me ask you, if ever you knew a natural, 
feeling implanted in vain^^-Any one totally usriess to 
one's sdi^ or one's kindr- in short, so useless, tliat 
human nature could go on just as well without as { 

with it r 

" » • • • 

Tremaine hesitated, and Evelyjn proceeded : 
<< Take the strong affections : tor example, love, 
friendship, pity, gratitude, admiration at what we call 
great and good, the sympathies, ' their ui)easines8,v 
and their relief by the indulgence of benevolence, 



^odian .efl^rt to succour, help, and comfort tboise whp 
ar^ afflicted. These, joa wiU.say, are all mechanical ; 
but can i^easiMi, 3ay . they are fidse^ or that they leacl 
to.,:&l^h9od? Still less, can it say, that they are 
useless ; and. if - not, that they proceed from un^ 
necessary weakness, which ought, therefore, to be 
conqu^ed/' 

^: ^^ What you haye.enumerated, and prdb^y, efea 
this Tery weakness," said Tremaine, ^^ may. not lie 
useless, and I have allowed they are not iWRfilaral." 
^^Then being naturel) or. eTen,^ if you/pleasei^ 
m^^tumiealy there vras at least a reason for their 
mechanism.; they were hot created for nothing; and 
we..may confide in their dictates, as true dictates.' ' . 

/^ I^see your aim/' said Tremaine. 
. ^' You see the truth," continued Evelyn; ^^for 
again I ask, can we acknowledge all these feelings to 
be for some good end, and springing from some 
suhstantiTe &ct— a jrule, as it were, belonging to bur 
existence, (for such must all natural feelings be,) 
— and yet state, that all is weakness, blindness, use- 
lessness, . though all is nature ?. . 
- ^^ Recollect our friend Locke," continued Evelyn? 
^^auman who certainly was not a person to jump to a 
conclusion. . He tells you in terms, that though Gk>d 
has given us no ^ innate ideas of himself though he 
has stamped no original characters in our ^minds, 
wherein we nm^ rtad his being, yet he hath not left 
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f4idrei*>Bi9 and icaonot vrauM a dear pvoof of dim^ 

<^ 'fk a rehiQcrkable expndssion,^' saU Ttetoahiei 
. fvelja procetded : ^> lie go^ on, I tiMiA, eren 4n> 
ftiate, thai tfae proof Irom reasoa ifr equal to iaatk6* 
matical certainty ; yet that the one, no imoMf ibaa 
Ae othier, eai^ be discoTwed without r^iular dedac- 

tionaAoflOrflome part of ourimuUhre knowledgtf*'^ 

*^ The m^tMf»e knowledge mreiigioA kMtf db^ 
deratc|n%" observed Ti'amaine. ' 

f^ And yvt, where is thediiBenlty in tUe^»MI tOOfft 
tea in the other h- The thmgs: yoo w wiUhi^y <ake 
Jbr.psmied iw watbMia^, bafore you ei^a eonfi^ 
mence your Euclid, are supposed iniaithre $ yet they 
ought by od means to be without a necemty for 
psoqf in the eye of a sceptic, if he is only as scap^** 
call ia pliyiicii aaha if in morals. New all I waat is, 
tkat you should allow inliuition ia tihe oiie, as well aa 
In die osfaar;?' 

' <^ \Ey4MiineaTvk;asto.IVDiidende, pmrayoiiain* 
tuition a little more cl^ivly^'^ said' Tremaiiie« 
' ^ Why we sea the whole wcdd,*' ooa«inued Bie* 
l^Q, V ftani one end tot the other, dlrauj^ ewrf di* 
Aiale, ia; every, mtbn, oiwliaed ev not civiliaedv tmn 
lAiongh iri the gseeses^ basbarifiia :r we see aU dif ineaa 
of^meo^ aU sedta in .'veligfon,' thf 'fallaw^pa ff ' MosMy 
9«h1 MahiDesiel, aa weH aft of Christ r of Bad aiidr 



Qii^ (UHi Bmtna, of Goaliiciai^ of the lAina of 

r7^j^» -of llie VittUputsU of the Mexioahs,. tfai 

a4<]Kef9: of J[a|i^, tbe wonihippeis of Heroes ^'-^^dl^ 

4ji^ficw^fet^ tbe Qqdilli^ad) mA the neoesttty for prayer;^ 

fkU^ jo|i^ m It3 ^Keri^tse^ because all too fetaUy, at one 

])#fiod «fr Qlh^ of theii? lives^ feel the neceadtf 6r 

piiK;^£9«|i9ii9 the dei9aa4 ^ conaokiion, the asfiint^ 

iw^' oC ^¥Siip^y the dreadftdoess of despair* The 

Gqq^. of RoiOQ 0>}ild nGA %ht tall he had iBspeeta^ 

Ihe eittnttl^of tbe wcrifice^; aor the acourge of €Uxl 

among the Huns, till he had immbblBd a hone, k 

was said of (psAigcilit, that he «rept undet the bed 

-Wjbtaiei^r U tbuo^exed^ Tba most ewfty df kii^^ 

L^wis ^1*9 cQuld da nolbijag wkfaoat the Viigitf. 

The iDOSjl smfdyi of our R^nasr% those who bioka 

Ih^ ^hcoo ^f Roguish superstition^ i«ere thenmcLires 

devotees to even visible interposition ; uid-tlie bold 

iind impiojiH Yoltlur^i hms^f* died in to f^gony of 

h^rnQpr*^ I9I i9«re foniti^li^fJl hsive hesUed of robbers 

y^ cQjold ii4>t advance to tlvB pilkgeend ^eo:iiiBiN^ 

dl?r;o^ ipitfikinid^ vi^tb^^iit'iBii|flQyipg success oa th«fir 

eMfvpriae^ £mift that 0<rity lihot ^sohibtta all wrongs* 

JMi Hlattierisfc Qouldfiot pveioeed oa a silMi||^iii9eii^i» 

pe^ljieii witbovA bwig bitesed by a gipsy* i have 

nijEself seoo' sib 4 ^sfliiog-table.^. wretdied obUntrjp^ 

i9ao'kiieel dowii.in h oomer^ b^p^sldag favour ficon 

Q0d]Mi|i8el^l»i()>aiticuila£ caidf tod I have also 

wittitaa^ AeritioslfdDnd^ iilipu^s^ the.md8l8faock4 

ing imprecations against Heaven^ on ill success. 



<< Wlience can all this tide of afiiform feting he^ 
ftba\ the emperor to the:pea£Wtnt, from the religious 
zealot to the most licentious philosopher ? Why does 
it thus always prevail, ^under millions 'of discrepant' 
cies, mutual oppositions, mutual hatred (hatr^ even 
to extennination) whether amongnations or indivi- 
duals? . Whence can it arise, except from (Something 
so ingrafte4 in our hearts, so universal in our Com- 
position,' that it is nature herself that cries witlun us, 
that there is an all-seeing, all«providing, as welhas 
all-powerful God ?" 

^ You put it strongly," said Tremaine. - 
, ^^iHence, were I called upon," continued Evelyn, 
<^ to characterize man, among olher definitions, I 
should say he wa^ a religious^ that is, a worshipping 
animal, and^ of course, confiding in the 0^ty be 
.worships." ....... 

^^ Is the latter so clear?" asked Tremaine, • • 

^* Why, when we pmy,- we expect -at • leastlo be 
heanl« It is nature, as I observe, that tells us to pn^. 
Is nature^ then, mocked by him who created her ?^Is 
it so with other animals ? Whm a hare is hi:^nted, 
or a flock of sheep exposed in the mountains, does it 
eicwr.to them to address their Creator for assistanci^ ? 
or, if they escape danger, to thank him for sappoa^ 
aid? Why, then, does man do this-— man alone, 
who is endowed witbireason ? If you tell me, Ae 
is tnuned to it, I ask why he is truned to it^ and not 
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a brute? * If you tell me, on account of tfaat reaMfi, 
you grant me the whole of what I ask. > 

^' But y($u say it is mere &titasyy and therefore 
useless* Man, therefore, is mocked by his nature, ^a 
^ brute not I 

^^ Is this, then, yo^r philosophy ? Isit consotia'tit 
' to*^ any- analogy yoi4 have ever discovered between 

• man and brute ? - Is^t -presumable from any data,? 
Jsit not contrary. to all data ? > 

. ^^ Common sense, then (the most infklUble? of 

• guides) ,decides for us ; and if so, here is Providence, 
almost without an argument; for the conviction of it 
springs fitom natural feeling, and remains not only 

• wiAmsi^ but in $pite of argument. Here then is 
prayer, as an immediate consequence ; prayer, which 
distinguishes man from all his fellow-animals. 

."Why, I say, should this be, if it is useless ? Tell 
t me not of superstition. - I renew the question ini ano- 
ther shape. Why is man superstitious ? - For even 
superstition proves the belief- of an interfering God. 
There may be ten thousand errors, but alwaysbeliefy 
- and always prayer. Why prayer, if no power I or 
if power, no willingi^ss to hear ? i You talk of a 
law of nature ! Prayer is that law ! ' Not you, but 
fi)ols have said it is priestcraft that has done this. 
Ridiculous I Could priestcraft, kingcraft, or any 
: craft whastever, i«tain the whole human race in chains, 
« from the .beginning of time ? Oppression, -fraud, hy< 
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fMoriqr^ hate nlwayft been retfstod^ Afid^ iKxmitf ar 
later, with success, T>teiil8 hti?^ beea throivii dovn, 
'^tiiittoafti tattoeipated, piejudioes here disiqpp^red 
> :bdbi!e ibe daylight of science. The ofacles (ihd -per- 
fection of priestcraft) have been extingujshed ; rrii- 
«gif)»a Be^ei^ Wherever, dien, there if a i^am ^re 
alpp is ^vpnbip;' tbe^ therefore, prayef; Mkd.jn 
'.im«i> ,efai{>l|atically» the balief jo£. PnwdffMl^* 
Hence, as I contend, die wUnral prog^of it%*' . ' \ 
':,: ^^'Ypu p^sb' your point vvarmly, naj^ evett eilthu* 
. f iasticaUy," said Tremaine; ^^feut really, So ^tailand 
. dtiput^ie a, q^estian cannot, I should think, be de- 
vC'ided by an as^ufiied iniiiitioiv Imuitieili •r Ivhat 
; we«<»Jl «^ is li^ji# to sp^maoy erMv, so mast^ di* 
i.v^r^ies, that: to ni^ it is the:; least satisfretory* of ^l 
ppoofe,'* 

i. f< I agree wub you," xepli^d Evelya^ « ihiit H is 
liable to error, 9^ ^bopjd not be4ighily asmmed; 
iaod you wiU observe thatoii this greet point, itotbaig 
. less, thati tfce universal coiut^nt of maftkidad is vriuit I 
tJfiavecDivated upQD»" . / 

<^Let me ask ypu this," continued Evelyh, per* 

icwiiig Tremainj^wat hesitating :-^^ Whm all brute 

aniuials, according to their several speeies^ uniiieiial- 

iy pitfsue a pavlieukr habit or (mode of esbiteet^ 

vdaes it ever hf^)pen that i^ isnoi forlaMnl^ehd.of 

idkur beingi. and are they ever dimppamftti in. that 

end? Is it for mere pafitine that tbey do thife? Bo 



ibey find oothiog their inptinci l¥t^ 9^4^ ':it\i»m n^ 
.poct^. Nothing |o focooqp^nae ib^ic troi^k? . In 
^ehortyis tijmv nature mocked !>; ftU ihey ihMs.iUH- 
*Mihrdar 

. <^ Of course Jdol/'iaid Tremaiiie. ... 
. < ^^ Then, if aU Qwdund» hi lhei» be plM^ iibtre 
Aey vill^ e:&bilul certain iMrediteQlk>n3r and AU<pr 
.unii^nAUy on^ eeruin.I^bit io chreiy p«Mr| of tjiie 
^obe, all ^itk one tsei!tain:)ioj)t» und el:pfcl$vlian^ y^t 
jdlinvajrtf^bly tabe di«e]:^tnted9 . aboukl .V7!e. not fiay 
dui4 nnlase. wes ttiyust in 4his^ and (hmibetetut^ 
iMi$l belterolT thesi we?:' 

' Tramaine. allowed thi3 mi^t be 9O9. if. tbe 9^ 
^armntedit;^<f yet>. after ^H, migbt not. ihi^.nqpMi^ 
ml cxnneal be more owing to mir nnx^ee tbai^ (0 
Bfttaie ? Tbey are our first and mos^ imprfseivi^ 
iaairi^^trasses^ and their lessons are at leant, the long- 
est remembered • Yon? univemd conneiit may tber^- 
ibre be merely universal education, and the expediency 
of 4ueb educalioii would alone recofnisead it; for of 
its efficacious power, in keeping men under good 
rg^OYomaiinty no one can dduht." 

*< The speotousniBfls of that ai^ument/' r^turn^d 
.Svelyn^ f ^ srill not bear . the ioudi of. exfierience* 
,0Uier% before you, have called aU thflse .ctoyicti<^ 
tiua efeets of mere nurses' tales 1 as ifithe tale <«£ 'an 
:<9M vranum could enchain the reaiBon of a weU-^edii* 
seated ttmi* I giant that with vei? weak, very igno- 
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^rant^' and eVen very iricked meti, the imprdsaons bf 

the nurse upon m' infant imagination remain- long^ 

nay, may never wear out; and hence^ the power of 

association in some persons over their latest hours ; 

hence the continuing influence, during a whole life, 

' of the'early ghost and churchyard terrors. But do I 

speak to a sensible, to a well-informed, or firm« 

•minded man, when I ask who, of that description, 

'now brieves in the pleasing horrors of his nursery? 

*No^ Sir ! no I-— all that sorcery can no longer chanD, 

'all fhlls down before the transparency of experience 

and real knowledge. Even in poetry, as we' grow 

old We can scarce give fair play to the spell of the 

poet over the imagination, which it. was the delight 

of our youth voluntarily to tender to his enchant- 

■ments. Alas t that those happy moments: should 

'efer fleet away, and that we are liow reduced, with 

'a sigh, to repeat with an energetic poet, 

* And e'eatira churchyiixd ghost can charm no moce.' 

^* Far, however, very far is this from being the 
•fate of religious belief, aftd particularly the belief of 
a moral Providence. Like conscience, it may be 
> stifled, thrown aside, shunned for its inconvenience, 
iwhen in the full career of pleasure, or business, poli- 
tics, or war. But like conscience it returns, and 
^often* with dreadful convi€tions,'while the Teal tsde of 
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the nnrse, the apparition, and the witch/ continue j;ot 

be defied/ laughed at, and despised." ' '. 

Tremaine allowed he was shaken. % 

*^ Believe me," continiied Evelyn^ " this is an .an- j 

choring place from which you can never drive me. . 

Supposing your argument good, it is one of those 

arguments that ; ' 

» • • • , 

* Play round the head^ but come not near the heart ;' 

for, however specious, the heart contradicts it. Upon . 
this, however, I have perhaps , too long insisted, and 
I can only therefore repeat> that I would rather take, 
a truth concerning the most important, interests- of 
our nature, from nature itself, than from the strongest, 
inferences of feason against the voice of thatjiature. . 

^^ The universal consent then tells me that to rob . 
or murder is a crime. Is it so or not ? Will sub-, 
tlety, or precedents from history, (of which you have, 
enough) prove that it is not so ? The universal con- 
sent tells me that gratitude is both amiable and a 
duty. Is it so or not ? Some philosophers indeed 
may pretend to demonstrate that it is a weakness. , 
Suppose we even cannot demonstrate the contrary ;— • . 
do we the less acknowledge it a duty ? 

'^ In this respect I am like my good Uncle Toby, 
who, after listening, without a power of confuting' 
them/ to a whole consistory of- doctors, who all 
agreed, without a doubt, that a mother was no rela*- . 





k« v< 









1^ 









s. r t 



« "^k^' 



'*»*^ »^U»%^«^ 



^ V «^-4l»..^ 



TttEtf AIN8% 149 

<^ The axioms," r^ied Evelyn, << the definhioift, 
and postblated c^ Ecielid/^ 
TreAutiiie he^itatM* 

^ They Are all assumed as intuitive/' obsenred 
Evelyn. 
"T?hey art all cleUt/' said Tfemaine. 
^ So is dur feeling of rdigion," answered Evelyn. 
^^ Bat I know not that even your mathematiear* 
axiome ate clear, although I allow their truth* The 
figure of k circle, with all its radii,, for example^ is - 
certainly not very simple ; not so simple that the pro- ' 
posilioti aa to the equality of the radii should be taken 
for gmnted, without the least enquiry* Its diefinitioti,' 
tbut it is a figure contained by one linev far from be^ 
ing easy, is, perhaps, of all things the most difficult 
to conceive, without the figure before you. Vet the 
whole proposition respecting a c|rcle is considered by 
some as an axiom, by others as a postulate. 

^^ What think yqa also of the commonest defini* 
tioos, without even an atten^ at demonstration, yet • 
without which you cannot dtir a step ? How, by in- ' 
tukion, are ws to conceive the definkion of a line«— 
that it has length without breadth i Biill more, of a ~ 
ponit-^that it has neither parts xior magnitude ^ A 
^odd scepitie would say that there is no such thing. 
It was hence, no doubt, that BarroW, a rery great 
mathematician as well as divine, tlKiught that a be- 
ginner had a right to have all the axioms demo|i* 
strated/* 
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<^' Were you right as to your, intuition^ or even your 
universal consent," replied Tremaine^ << I might feel . 
doubtingly as to what has hitherto appeai:6d to me 
past all doubt. ' But the very history of religion 
proves you wrong." 

^^ Explain that position," said Evelyn*. 

" In the first place," rejoined Tremauie^ *' y6u 
hold belief in religion, and particularly Providence^ 
to be innate. Yet, vnth Locke» eVen you, and cet- 
tainly myself^ reject all. innate ideas. I need not . 
tell you that you agree even with Bolingbrdce there,, 
that no ideas at all can be acquired, except through 
the senses; consequently none can be bom wiih us. . 
Paley himself questions the existence of a mpral 
sense. Your intuition therefore seems to be demo* i 
lished." 

" A very little enquiry," replied Evelyn, " will, - 
I think, put that difficulty right. I grant you, if you : 
please, that, all ideas must be acquired, through .'the 
senses ; but not so the eflfects <^ those ideas upon the 
rea£^n and upon' the heart; and ii^ invariably^ uni- 
versally,, and from the, beginning. of time, e^er ideas^ : 
hax>e been acquired^ the opinions and feelings of all \ 
me.n> whether saint, savage, or sage, are to adore and. 
to b^^ech some unknown and- secret, but not there- 
fore less demonstrable and powerful Being ; to ask 
his protection, and belieive in him as out author and . 
di^oaer ; I say, if thb is unifonn and anivi^aal 



Arcmghbat the htnnm -speci^di after idsais %re ae- 
qaiMd^ it is ihe «aiflb thtng^, as to the reenlt^ M if 
the> idsai was- kinste. I tbinlL there iftafaUa^ m 
rthts, that yoa call an idea, a moral aenis^, which 
ought 'mtiier to be called a dispoaithm, an afieotion, 
Iliad;alaBOBk 8aid:.«ipoaWtew And such, in fact, I 
hold trae'ptety^ to-be^. ^Jind why .a passion, if not 
pfetBlded in tmiih I* . Why*iniplanted, if only to mock 
us? It is: not so wilh> the^ acknowledged passions, 
We, chaiit}Kj. or emuhttioiu /r^ese all uniformly 
hdongtoas, yet show not. ihsmselres immediately 
on our births. Theyc. oKust be latent, as all but in- 
atinefe iiiu8t:be latent in a qhtld, and emphiuically as 
ioTeis latent, until the ^subject.is matured^ for it. 
' ^^ But^iiisenougkfor me that the seeds of ihi$ 
piety ace there, to be nursed into life, to sprout and 
frttct&Qr, and lead toiour. happiness, if we please, as 
SQQii as our stata is fitfor.it; which, thank Him 
whor im{dantfid it, is very aoon." 

^^ I like your explanation,", said Tremaine, ob-* 
f erVing, Evelyn pEUise, ^^ but jivhat- then becomes of 
{Daley's opinion against the moral sense ?'' 

^^ 1 do not think he was so unqualifiedly against 
it^ f^ you seem to suppose. I remember he puts a 
horrible caise of a son^ betraying a tender father to 
Iw murderers, and asks if a wild man caught in the 
mo^f (that is, one who could know nothing of the 
relaiums ofjhiher and son^} yr&e to hear this case 

YOL. III. H 
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,S9r the first time stated, whether he would 'feel tin 
horror we do, upon its recital. I own this was <»iie 
.of the few, the very few mistakes, which this! most 
sagacious, and most. perspicuous .Divine has made in 
his Moral Treatise. For it is evident the wild man 
could know nothing about the matter, and the illus- 
tration, therefore, is no illustration at all.^' 

" 1 think you are right as to this," observed Tre- 
maine ; ^^ but still as to your universal consent, I 
repeat, the history of religion contradicts it. Por, 
i^ecoUect the thousands, the millions of undefined 
notions, the corruptions, the horrible and disgusting 
incrustations, tha,t hang about it; the dreadful 
crimes perpetrated under pretence of sanctity;, the 
murders, infanticides, lusts of all kinds, in short; the 
whole train of . terrifying superstitions, that scare 
our hearts, and make poor reason mad! AH this 
shows, in many instances, that we are worse than 
the brutes who know not God, and that if this be 
religion, it were better to be without it.^' 

** In this you anticipate me," said Evelyn ; " but 
you will not, perhaps, think it overturns my opinion, 
if you consider that the horrors you, have mentioned 
can only apply to those poor, devoted creatures who 
are actually thus corrupted, and are the victims of 
their own blindness. It will not affect the general 
proposition, that man is by nature religious; that is, 
that he has a heart prepared to second his reason, 
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and feel God in every puke of it, ' as soon as he can 
ask the question why, and how he came here.' All 
men will not, and, indeed, cannot answer in the 
same i^fty. Some will be more rational, as well asr 
more pious than others. Some may be stubborn, or 
stupid, or indifferent, or wilfully wicked. Others 
may be really bred in indiflference, either from igno- 
rance, as savages, or the profligacy of their parents 
and associates, as gipsies, vagabonds, and professed 
thieves. But it is enough for me, .that the feeling is 
in so great a proportion as to be almost universal, to 
believe that there is a dependency of man upon 
God, as his creator and governor ; and whether he. 
show this by offering sacrifices, even human, or 
driving nails into his flesh, or fasting till he is star- 
ved, or other ten thousand modes of self-inflicted 
penance which history • records ; or whether he con- 
lent himself simply with adoring, with worshipping, 
with confiding and loving ; still my position holds, 
that we have almost as much intuitive proo£. not 
only of the existence, but of the government of the. 
world by a Creator, as we have of the mathematical 
axioms of Euclid themselves, about which among 
rational people there is no dispute. You will ob" 
serve," continued Evelyn, ^^ the qualification I make 
as to rational people^ concedes more to you than you ^ 

are disposed to do for us.^ For were I to think it "^ 

&ir to put you to universal suflrage, without excep- 
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tion, fi>r tbeintaitiTe mcceptaoce of y<>ttf asdomt;, 
weve I ta ]fai' tfaem, for exa,mpiey to my gip^ieo^ foguMy. 
and vagabondsi and demand their ioiuitive asaeiit 
to- tlie definition of «& xircle, I should, probably^ bave 
as much difficulty, in obtaining it from theoi, as for. 
any of my proposiiiona regarding the existence and 
providence of God.". .. 

^il o(«v»,V said Ti^piaine} taking np the, last obser*^ 
▼ation, ^* that yon have gohe far to aatiafy me, in 
many things you have uttered ; and, if you have not^ 
proved to my entire, conviction the soundness oif this^ 
argiyment from feeUng**-rtbis position tliat religion,; 
and particularly a bdief in Providenca^ is a pas$ioti:' 
of th^heart^ — ^you biive Jat least opened a way jto rea- 
son,. which I shiaU gladly follow, till it lead me, a^ X 
hope it will^ to the satis&ction I seek. I .told your 
yesterday I was alreajdy? in this, hal£>con\erted; i^nd 
I am: the more. sanguine, because not an. impression 
you have described but I once felt, though naitur^ 
alone, no( reason, I am sure, produced it : for (• 
speak of my youth, and almost my. childhood, when, 
the sight of the sun, a walk in a forest (as I oncie 
coniessed to you), and even the mere feeling of hap^^ 
piness, so usual in youth, created devotion. Als^^ 
that such pure pleasure should, after all, be iUbo-jc 
and that reason,, our noblest. gift, should d^stroj^ 
such happy prejudice ! Oli, illusion ! illusion ! hoW{ 
much hetter often art thou. in. thy fondest^ and mOnt 
deceitful dream, than the most substantial reality !^' 
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Erelyneyed his friend with synipathyf and both, 
cook* a turn in the walk, in' something tikie ligttation. 

Atlengtli^ as if reco¥erti^ ftom a difficulty tfai^t 
had shaken him^ Tremaine tesUmed the discdssiont 

<^ Yet, after all^^' said he, ^Mn a matter- which 
admits of/ tite gravest^ most profound, and <^en^tfa^ 
most subtle speculation ; tonfessedly One of extt^eme 
difficultyv (wftiless the radicfd 'diflkrdnce» ef th^ 
wisest iKiftds^ the deepest scholars^ the modK search* 
ing Spiiritsi) 4n a matter of tkh kind, is fio TiKgu^ a 
fftlng as feeling vtb- decide? Oan' thefe Jbq in any 
thing, but particularly in' morals, 4 less eertai% and 
tfaei^fore a Wofs^ guide r* ' .... >, .» .- .^ . 

<^ Yon wiU recollect,*^ refilled ETelyn,> <^ that I 
Km depritiedbf bar bestj indeed, our^nfitUibl^guid^i 
hjf our agreement to confine durs^ves. ts> natufil 
religion; and -not. to tou£h yet U{5Qn revelation; 
But crv^n here, Hea Yen forbid that feeling, oftntui* 
tion, which it more properly is, should be i^ur on\f 
«nrj|utn€)n't^oiir.only'pfoof!'* •> 

^^ Where ai« your others ?" asked Tretnaine» 

'" ' '' Dens eit quodcunqnd'^es !" ' 

^claimed - Evelyti.—^^ can you look uouA^,. mil 
niriritthem?" " ■.'.:-' • ' ■ •. '::-^:':- 

^ If jWI^ mieaii th^i'' replied Tranaine, *^ m 
applicable to'thb proof of a Creator, dind do fiur of 
an original f^OTider, I have told you I citnnot. 
1^! Ar be &m tOB thie blindness that can qUi^tion 
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the obvious, uni^rm, as well as wonderful exertion 
of the Divinky, in all the operations of wlmt we 
designate the laws of nature; &r be it to deny. that 
stupendbus power which formed > and balances the 
world, the sun, and the planets, the rise and return 
of the seasons, ^he- source and conduct of vegetatioa 
'—the exciter, director, and queller of the $tormr-h€ 
who brandishes the thunder,' and prostrates tlie 
forests of CNympus, nay Olympus itiself, or, on the 
other hand, clothes the green valley with delight. 
AH this and a thousand other phenomena equally 
obvious, yet equally wonderful, are too palpably at 
work before my eyes, for me to doubt a moment* 
.Were I only* to see this pebble, l/vhich I throw in 
the air, descend constantly and seek the centre, by 
the same known and incomprehensible law, I should 
be ready to acknowledge,' worship, and adore.'' i 
<* You rejoice me much," cried Evelyn; and 
Tremaine continued ;— 

*^ Was it not Vanini, who, being accused of athe* 
ism, picked up a straw in :the court, and from con« 
sidering how it came there, the'seed it sprang from,- 
the different processes of nature it had ujtidergone^ 
until it had produced bread, and had been; lefl what it 
was; made the finest refutation of the crime he was 
dccmsed of that ever had been heard ?• V 
' *^'All this iaexcell^t," said. -Evelyn* . -^ 

\ ** But, alas!" continued .Tren\aine,;^.,ali.thi? 
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Stops shorty oh ! how miserably short of what yoa 
believe^ and what 1 am most desirous of believing. 
It proves not the necessity of a yrsLich&il' interposition 
even in physics, still less in moral events. It is far 
from disproving that we are all of us left to our 
mere nature — even if our fate is not irrevocably 
assigned, atid consequently our actions not our own. 
Of this I am sure, it by no means proves either a 
particular care of individuals in this world, or their 
existence and judgment in a world to come!*' ~ ^* 

^f I admire the warmth of your opening,'* said 
]^velyn, " but this is a sorry conclpsron." 

" Would to God you could show me it was not 
the true one ! You would speak to willing ears." ^ 

** I will at least try," pursued Evelyn ;'" nor have 
I the least objection^ since yQU desire it, to state the 
demonstrative reasons for my own belief; reserving 
myself to answer objections when I know them*" > 

" Agreed," said Tremaine. 
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PIV16IDNS OP moVIDENCE. 
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" There '• a Diriiiity that ihapes our endf, 
Rough hew them how we will." * ' 
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" I biYintf Frcw^iacnce/' said Ev«Iyn, •* into 
tKrue sortS) — creative^ 'Bu^ttfMhg, ilnd govtbrning. 
^he two first bf these drb <v^hat are employed upoit 
jAybEdk '^e last id empIoyM upcn the actions and 
coridactof men, and is called particular^ or moral 
pn)^l4debce.'^ 

• ^* Hike your divisioti,'^ said Tremaine; *^ but it 
i$ the Iftst 6nly that iire are called upon to discuss.^ 

^'^,1 rejoice that yon are so satisfied upon the 
first/' replied Evelyn ;* ^' but eten as to thesn^ are 
we quite agreed ?" 

^^ To use your own words, can any one doubt who 
lodes around ?" said Tremaine. 

** No one in his senses," observed Evelyn. *^ But 
are we agreed as to all those attributes of the stupen* 
dous, the adorable, the benevolent Creator, which, to 
me, the mere contemplation of these wondrous works 
demonstrates ? Are we agreed as to his sustaining 
the wonders he has created, by perpetual watchful* 
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nesB, or mtW operatioiY ? * Are ^e of -cine m%d aa 
16 his oinni|}(yt€tibe^ lin' eternity^ his ibflnUyf-bts 
omniscience, ^is ^oniifiprela&nce) ftiid^'-ahof^ dlffitf.4^ 
his lienevolerice ?" '..•.' 

<^ Explain the object of tliese 'quesfion^^' ::ii^ 
Tremaine. ' •' • '^■''' ,'t' , ♦-- »,^ x 

** I -in^ri," comitmed Evelyn, M in r^ak^ Xo 4lle 
sustaining pbWer, th^ince^nmtvxeniii^^ of UfJUyissi^ 
things as they are ; and in regard t6 . (>enevol^€<^ 
that kindness which mlU and contriKres thi^gftout^ 
as ajinalend^ the happiness oF hts crefiktui^r^'^ 

^ ThroUghovt^ and' as ajinal endy are.€xcen0ive 
wofds^*** observed Tremaine. « ';•.:: 

^'^They are so;* but they are also ofsil^h imr 
merise importance in this discussion^ thai much* of 
what I shali have t& -say on the question of afpartt- 
cular or moral Providence, will depend upoQ jt^ur not 
misunderstanding one another upon thts* You will 
recollect, too, they are one of the data yctu have 
cited from Paley." * 1 : • . , . - » 

^^ Explain a little more," aaid Tremaine/ .; . : ;^ 
'^ Why thus ; If ybu do not grant ine i tbo^t thei^ 
iii ^ch a final'end, and that diere.is di&iy^f^peti^l 
vigilance to enforce what appeanio be : the lawsf of 
i^ature lipofl it, we iMy fall into -great! mi^al^^s^s to 
one aiiother^s notions. Minej in particular, cannot 
be demonstrated without it, and it would be usete38 
to proceed without settling this great prelimioary." 
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^<To irhat a field are you leading," said Trer 
ttiaiiie; ' ^* for : you open the whole quefitiopofthe 
niBlence, the origin, and the extent of evil I" 

^< It 18 you vrho will open it, if opened at all," re- 
plied Evelyn; ^^for my part, I am so perfectly 
content with the immense preponderance of good in 
the world, aa to feel little real difficulty inregaird to 
'our quiestion^ from the concomitant evil that certainly 
belongs to it." 

^^ I wish to hear more of your argument, before I 
hazard any thing," said Tremaine. 

" My argument is," proceeded the Doctor, ** tliat 
where there is so much contrivance, and, ther^fbr^ 
so much design for our good, m the creative, and- so 
much incessant vigilance to preserve it, in the ^i^^tojn* 
ing Providence, it is impossible rationally to. conr 
ceive that God abandons us altogether in morals ; 
or that morals, any more than physics^ could su3tain 
themselves without his perpetual unremitting in- 
fluence. This has been often said, and often^ I 
allow, taken upon trust ; but to feel it in our hearts, 
so* as to 'be iiill of it ; to feed upon it as our best 
mental nourishment ; to make it our daily bread ; to 
rely upon it as our anchor; in short, to cling to it 
with habitual fondness, and at the same time, re- 
verential awe,— rthis is what, constitutes genuine 
piety. But all Ais, even as to physics, requiresa 
more intimate acquaintance with the different pro- 



c^sdes of nature, than ' all of us can commarid. t-^If 
the f^Irng is'not happily interwoven in oui* dispo- 
sitions, as it is with ' niany fitvoured,- though. ^implbr"^ 
people, (certainly not philosophers^) ^experamien^' 
study, arid reflecfion are necessary to imbiie us 
properly with the implortant conviction."*; Heoce^my 
seeming still to dwell opon the attributes of the -Deity 
which I have mentioned, before I proceed '&rther^ 
although you were willing and prompt to grant me 
all I asked." 
*^ Detail me this a little more," said Tremaihe* - < 
"The detail would lead us too' far," pursued 
Evelyn; but my meaning shortly is,' that the moife 
we study the wonders of nature, the more correct, as 
well as reverential, will be ournbtiohsbf its Author; 
and this, whether we dazzle ourselves with his mag- 
nificence, and prostrate ourselves with awe before his 
overwhelming power ; or contemplate him in all the 
minute and intricate, yet most exact adaptation of 
means to ends, which are often, nay, perhaps 
oftenest, so fine as to be invisible • to sense, without 
the help of a microscope. ' The whole histojry of 
nature, whether as to design or execution, is but one 
picture of wonder, of Wisdom, of sublimity, of be^rUty, 
but especially of contrivance ; and all with a view to 
happiness, or, if not all, the exception is either too 
trifiing to mention, or is explicable, upon the ground 
that a partial evil may be a general good. No work- 



mmf^ howmw eqm% Omffaferi ckherif^^mpjUojiig^ 
tafeiiii%^ 0V power^ cMiieiletfr Am )^iaiitiiY|ainea.fir 
dki^c,^ of 'Ae ear,' or of. tbiH joiitli, 1^ fre fouodTn 
iliacomf. N<> liuiiiaa wMoqi fould ^wr >reai^ 4^ 
Miublancssof means with piir|M^, shownrby instiiict« 
4l :8pider9 oi*- * ttlkworn^; naare^ the adoratioii of 
Qoyle more even than the nm^ apd QiPJW'a ^"f*^ i^o^ 
ginnsadtd lake ^ing»;apt>ii;t9a9l<$.: Ah^^fiPraa^i^jty 
coafateB annatheiflt I Tbe>liMt«r^pi^^skeUl|;iiiqfe 
than a human architect ; the cable and anchor of ;a 
muscle ezcTti Wonder . mene iban 4b98e of a .^ip«* 
Oivnrity, iffli^riay atteactioii of cohesiOQi the.magnet, 
the dipping^ liadfthe rariliitions of theneedle, all show 
that an actite^ Mp^mfeiNft'ifg of .^ustaiaing power ici 
alvqyf at )work»" . ; 

* The Dbctor ixiused^ which* T.femaiiie perceiving, 
be60Ughtihiin.tdgOQiry jMwiag hknhe listened with 
gfatiiied JAttefitiort* *" -r. v. ■ > 

Bvelyn resumed^c *^^tB«t ii.is^ the he9;7en8, that de- 
clare the glory, of 'God^^aiidr the finoament that 
Aoweth his handy^wdtk. There ia neither* spieeeh 
n6r language ; Imt their sound is gone out into all 
laiids, and their words unto the ends of the worlds 

^ I know no proofi more cogent than these, to conr 
vince a doubting man of the poverty and darknesf of 
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. * The mwcle spins a thread, and is able to fasten it to rocks 
underwater, in Qrder to keep itself from being washed off in ro<iigU 
weather. i . 
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hill M^pticisrti^; for to in^leair sjoblime, bat 9ti& l^eau- 
HM liiAffittg^ x^lio'cattbeliold ' ibisbmlire o'erbaiig- 
Jiigfit1liaffl«ftt^ thte tnosi evceAent'Csnep]^ tb^juri 
fhk iiM|«8ti6&l roof flatted With ^deir fire f these 
spingled li^otiiferfty these lucid orbs ^ wfaa ean befaolfl 
thk and f|dt bow ddwn in wonder^ and' myrfinpf 
It M nor t\ut metd brightness or beauty of the illnmi- 
nation, the etiWer nsiintle of the moon^ or the gdldeii 
i^ktiddnr of the' Sim .(ckofigh so gtorions that we 
eAnnotlck^at him), thitt constitute thi^m>mohpeJ«f 
erfol, such irresistible witnesses of GtA^Bsustaifring 
Proridenee t It is his moving them as hfe ddeslwith 
such celerity, fiieiKty, pif^sion, buH r^binty^! sack 
asKile finest meehahisai, founded^ upon the deepest 
knowledge <>f geometry, cannot reach t it 19 tbeielt^ 
dtous resah, worftSng alt doy^all'tiight, andforeYer^ 
for our advantage, ottr'safety^ and our pleaaliire ; it is 
this that especially pn^vesrdie deepest (I had altneft 
said) onJrtel^ lib protect and probide for the being hs 
hds given us. Whoever has Watdied the sitar s^ partis 
cularly the planets, with their moons, moving as ihey 
do, seemingly in inextricable mazes, yet unraieUiDg 
themselves by means of two most opposihg forces^ the 
centrifugal and centitpetaly sAc as to form an almost 
standing miracle: — whoever has considered tht% 
must, from this alone, feel hu soul .filled with a piety 
ahd'awe, that make him turn with Horror from bis 
bwn.scepticism, if eyer he yielded to it." 
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• <c Toiir argiimerit iipon all ibiB ?" said Ti^emaine. ' 
«. uWYiyj that with such liicety of construction to 
move atid goTemauch ponderous wi>nders as are con^ 
structed ; to avoid such terrible dangers^ such de- 
structibn, as may befid the smallest accident op: irregu«v 
lority in the system^ nothing short of perpetxial and 
most benevoknt vi^ance — in short, my 8U$taining 
Prbvidencte-^-can preserve us a single hour." • • ^. 
' ^^ Yet, the original laws of physic seem enough foe 
this purpose,'' observed Tremaine ; •* tliey are never 
known to fail." • 

^^ L.should not think so, were yoUr last observation 
a fact,^' replied Evelyn. " But the vefry appearances 
of monsters, and ^at are called lusus naturce^ might 
with some make the fkct disputable. Appearances of 
ruin have also been supposed to have- been seen in 
some of the heavenly bodies themselves. All, there- 
fore, conduce to this one great point, the fact cf inces- 
sant vigilance^ which all reason justifies; whiles on 
the other hand (and I desire you to mark it as of 
most essential ccmsequence to the argument), all 
that you oppose to it is the merest ai^d most absolute 
assumption." 

^^ Is it assumption, then, to say that there are laws 
of jphyfeicB?" 

" Certainly not.. But I would remind you of the 
wholesome rule, not more modest than wise, that of 
these laws you know absolutely nothing, except as 
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they appear from experiment, liable to be supported 

6r contradtcled at eyery new process^ and hetice tfae» 

tery name for natural, is syncMiymous with expen« 

mental philosophy." '. ' i - 

^* This is tnie^" 6aid Tremaine. ^^ 

" ^^ Be cautious, then," proceeded Evelyn, f* hdw^ 

you travel out' of it. Yet thid you do in a manner. 

most unphilosophical, with all your phitosophy, when 

you dispose of a whole subject, and that subject so 

vast, so full of the 

' Vamties.'of untried being,' . ^ • .x 

and coolly say of such stupendous thingS9;that the 
original laws of physics, of which you scarcely know 
anything, seem enough for tlve purpose; in other 
words, that God having.imposed you know not .what 
laws, separates himself from their subject, and thinka 
of them no more." 

** There is much in this," said Tremaine. 

^^ I beseech you, therefore, to consider itthrougH- 
out our whole question,^' proceeded Evelyn, " for it 
is of more consequence to what I perceive will, be 
your argument than you are aware of." 

" Proceed,"' cried Tremaine, attentively ; and 
Evelyn went on : 

^^ But to the Heavens I need not confine myself' 
for all nature bears the same witness ; only, the uni- 
versality, or, as I^ may V say, the commonness of the 
proof, makes the most wonderful operations, and even 



BlcsBiqgs of God, pi^hj 4i|il)?9ded» ai^d Umseyr an*; 
tliatiked. How seldom does aay one \ feel * (if I q^ay. 
•b e^U it) ifae religion of ihe spring* T^t if Wf^ \wi^ 
to behold her for the first time, burstio|( forth. mj(l^a)|( 
K'er buds and promisei^' wbfCr heart could mtbstand 
h ? ^hajt hted'ndt bow ? whtitkifeeiiotben4 io ado- 
ration of the Pow«r thd.t made, aod goveiti^ > aji4 
brobght her to perfection ? ' It is bten^e^iijA^t^ Y^ith 
not mpre justiiesk than happinete, 'Milton si^ysi^fj^ho- 
ever neglects to visit the country in thp^spi^ngg jan^ 
rejects the pleasfire t5f its fi^t'^bloten *and fragrance, 
is guilty of. ^ tfiflfeitudr^* i^instnatiire*" ;.■.^^l 
<* BeautifuUf said !'* observed Tretnaine.! f -j,. j.;, 
^ That,- however, which is common," prp<Qeeded 
Evelyn, ^^ excites no adcniration, and. while/ we awl 
ourselves daily find hourly of the most' refined, ^kilfuj^ 
and profound contrivances of the 'Deityy for our pr^i 
tection and happiness, we refgard them, as uojtjbing in 
the religion of nattire — we- think them evenwr due. 
Tba gr^at bulk of mankind are, I fear, in, this st^t<^ 
of incKfierence ; suid as the menial at a^puqappa^spf 
through a whole lifef and would through a thousai\$]f 
without' ever trying to make out hpW^it, is that the 
sucker lifts what she wants from so great a depth ;. s(^ 
firoti) that same familiarity, we u^' the €Af^ good 
things'of the worldj.without enquiring how they cara^ 
there. Yet all, beyond contradiction, is manifestly 
Providtttvce, perpetually And Dtgilantly B,i WQrk^ 



tbioaghont the Tasl and boundlesB re^paa^^of apace^; 
•boye^ Mow, tod around ; nor is there a moment of 
iotermifision — although the awful, ye( : l^epieyofetit 
Q|ierator mid Guardian' is invisible lo seiise, and only 
lOifrarti to r^asoii from the beneyoleM efb^ ^pron 

Perceiying IVeteaine-abobt to speak, Evelyn weoit 
nn with quiekness : , i .y .<j i : 

i ^ \^ Tott. will tell nie agttiit) ihefie aiie^ what yon tQlQ 
ihe mere taMrsorf^tiatute^-andare evident only of the 
original creation, not the^oftstant o]pehijtion:Of Qodf 
in-physies. My ak'guraenC is, it is not lese^his^opi^^tant 
Urotl^ his.eonstant b6wity, his cdnstani.gofifclnes^i ^at 
^U^e he Iras reduced his owni ap^ration^.a9 i^ w^re^ 
ik> AejMe<n, which weciiU Afture, ^ti^ tht $^*^iman$ 
0^ totfeA #e none of us' l^ni&stahd. Bi»t,: !e«Gl^si^ 
of this, all his ttttributes are <lemonfttrat^ by it in a 
manner that comes so home to our sens^s^ that if w# 
ihink 04 ^1^ we mul^t^Mfture that the ii'-everywiiere 
in '4i8y aAd with us ; that we cannot rooTe>i thinh, isf 
a^t without him ; ihat Ik if in imr- hearts, 'Our 900}% 
and even our bodies ; that nothing comes m^ur U9, 
^notluqg ha|>{>en^, whether we will itttMr sot^iiut that 
he knows, suffers, and might present. it»iifJ)0 plea§^« 
J Whethdr he ple&se^ dr: not^ is, I knoW, your; great 
^queMion. My position in this place isi that, prima 
jimki Mthing can be dede without him ; my -infiHr* 
^fiUce (unless theve am obj^ctieos affhi^ c^imot-he 
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fttM^ered!), every thing is dime with him* He thei«^* 
fore id not only the original Author df all our good^ 
all our happih^is, allour safety, but without him w^ 
ilhould eoAtimie to have neither good, nor happiness,' 
nor .safety. He at least, caii ward off evil when it 
threatens, and if he does not, it must be for some pur- 
pose of his own, into which it would be as presuming 
as useless to enquire- The consequence is plain : he 
who is so perplitually employed in presenring to'u6 
the ends of our being, cannot do it by halves. If he 
does it in physics, he will, he must do it in morals. • 
' ^ Now there is this distinction between man find 
brute, that the one has a moral, as well as physical 
being ; that the first is even the most important^ th^ 
mo^ noble of the two* Need I ask you if it is possi- 
ble to believe that the Providence we speak of should 
take so much pains, and exert so much wisdom about 
the one, and totally neglect the other ?" 
" Here Evelyn stopt, as If absorbed in the immensity 
land awfolness of his contemplations, nor did he^sedln 
disposed immediately to resume the chain of his dis* 
*coune. 

' Tremaine also paused; but at length, breaking 
silence, he observed—- 

^ ^ ^^ I ha¥e listened to you with a pleasure which even 

my disagreement with you on many.ppints could hot 

HntetrUfH. In nuiGh of what you have said, indeed, 

there is little difference betwfen us, I never denied 



■'' r- 



TRBITAINE. 163 

the providing wisdom with which, from their adihi* 
rable structure and faculties, all the inimecfiate en'ds 
of the vast variety of being we see around us ftre 4c- 
Gomplished. / also am ready to adore the wondetfiil 
and mafirnificent, which is everywhere to be seen 'in 
the works of the Author of nature. Btit thftt heeaies 
ibr us on that accdunt, so as to iniefpdse in' ifar Ac- 
tions, is not to ine liiadtf out. ' On die contrary,' every 
thing we i^e in our miserable history, eiiowii, to'ttiy 
conception, that once hemng placed us in thesystentj 
wfafUeverit is, v^hidh he has so wonderfully de&igri^, 
he leaves us there to the guardianship of saeh law&r 
as hie has itnposcid upon hi# creation : andas lie afa^n-^ 
dons the material or brute world (those fine trees, and 
thote ruminating herds, (br example), to the laws of 
vegetation, and the operations of thehr instinct, by 
which they" exist during their appointed timc^, so he 
leaves man to the government of his re«i6n, and the 
struggle betwe&n that and his passions^ to fulfil as 
well as he can (and as upon the whole perhaps hd 
doe$ ftilfil), the purposes of bis beiiig. With the rest 
of your demonstration, and vrith most of what > yoi^ 
have said upon the attributes of the Detty, I am not 
disposed to quarrel." • '; . . s 

' << To'what extent do you admilr}'^ asked Evelyn,' 
^^ fer much will depend upon it/' < 

<< Every thing as to power,'^ answered Tremaine. ' 

'* Omnipotence, therefore ?" . * 

"Yes.'* 
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« 'Oinni(irewiiGe 2" 
« Yea." 
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" Tbe iar«aMm ?" 

'^ And' yet you ^^ny lliat hecftres £>r th# worfcH^ 
ike .etupetidoafi worluiie Aai cjfeated/' : - ->. 

^ Not aoti; 8«y rather he h«6 given them sidBci^m 
f upports iki the laW9 of their.befaig) that govern iheni^r; 

«< I thought X bad cau|^0ned yotv" $aid Sveljfpi, 
^< against thts a9ftuiiied» tbis oopvecisej; I might.pajfr 
this ynmeaobig pix>pp8iitt9n. It is strange tl^.mth 
such a logical und^r^tiOiding^ with e^en such sti^[pesi^ 
in Mquiring«,de9i6nstrated proof of ^things before you 
irifll stir a step in othar.niatlerBy yoi^ ^ne sa^om^nrt^ 
ably satisfied with this, th^- mostjinpdrtan^ ^en^dqst 
diffi^ult^ the most iftdeteroiinate of all ^ssuipplipuft 
as tti atisweir to the mo^t nfomeBtG^s of all^uestioapif 
That iher^ olajf .be iteme opeiatt<H>% 9^ na^pre ^ir^h 
which vih are partially acquainted^ so uni^rm ii^ theri; 
course that we not'uardtiBQnahly tbiak themund^ 
the goifemmerit of a regular agencfj >apd«thj3n£i^ fijf 
analogy call them laws — this is true. But who q| 
what the agent ift^whether the D^f Mim^^lf, or 
ministering sub*ag^ht$— -^I toneli(de yqtt do. not 
kI»^^5*» ."...'' ' • 

« Certainly not," saJd Ti^malae^ 



<< As little, of the intention iind eiid ^^tejr ftw, if 
tmfy of the phjenomena Mrith whieh we lire aoqaaitit^.*^ 

«^ Agreed.^* '^ ' . ? : - 

<^ Siill liBsig^^wfththcf operations, or, if you wilt, tfie 
laws, and>leaM of i^l, with the thousand ttiilliond' of 
ni<ktes of matter which may exist, but which hav^ 
Ae^^etf yet diallenged'Oor acquaintiAce/* ' 
. M Of course," said Tremaine; 

*^ Confess then, my friend," cotltinfUed Evelyn, 
gi^Tely,'^^4hi9 id no trifling matter, and that to assume 
fbr'granted a mere fine-Munding proposition, as dis^ 
posing of a subject ik> vast and vita) that it awes us CO 
ap^rdach it, ip neither very logical, nor Very safe." 

^' I aHow 4his," said Tremaiiitfr. 

^' The most flippant ignorance," added Evelyn, 
^ tould not do more* You tkiay suppose I do hot 
put this personally to you, for. ours is at least a reve^ 
rential enquiry." 

^^ IFndoubtedly," observed Treniaine, 

^^ Then, my dear friend^ i besisech you not to gel 
rid of a question so vital to your happiness, both here 
and heiieafter, by supposing ^that answered which is 
not anss/efed ; by giving me words iilstead of meant 
ing;- a phra^ie' insteibd of ai^ument. When you tell 
me of the- laws of^our being, do you know htilf of 
them yourself or what relations the known may bear 
to the unknown l It : is hence the sagacious Butler 
holds that the only distinct meaning of th^ w^d na* 
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tunUia sMed, fixedj or seiiiedf^ but thaC there must 
be innumerable things at present ccMrryingpo of. which 
we are ignorant, and in comparison of which (to U3e 
his emphatic word), what we know is bui a paint* ' 
, f* When you talk then, of the purposes of the Su- 
preme Being, iind confess yourself. totally. iguoraat 
of those purposes,,is it enough to say that reason and 
passion conjoined enable us to fulfil them I Fulfil 
what ? You cannot answer. 

^^ Again, when you say, being fixed in a system^ 
whatever H isy we are left to the laws of it, knomng 
nothing of either jst/stem or laws^ i3 this, i;an this be 
-accepted as a satisfactory account of any thing, much 
less of such a subject as the relations between God 
and man?" 

Tremaine was a little strucU> and said he meant 
not these consequences. 

** And yet," replied Evelyn, " it is thus you stave 
off the searching questions 1 have asked ; for vf\i\x this 
happy solution,. that the Creator has.giYenhis crea. 
tiQn laws^ you hold that, though omniscient and for 
«ver present, for ever keeping the creation in sight, 
and therefore I should say, for eyer watching over it,^ 
hejet abandons or throws it on one side, as if he had. 
nothing more to do.wjth it; like. a workman who 
performs a task? of whtcb, .when finished, he thinks r 
no farther. Is thift your firm, your reasonable belief ? 
Can it be your belief ?" 
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• *^ I allowyou press tWs hardi" said Tremaine ; "yet 
my meaning seems too. well founded* For surely 
nothing was ever more distinct than physical anci 
moral Providence; than the care of body and thei 
care, of mind; than the laws of vegetation> prof 
motion, and the, motives pf human conduct; in shorty 
to speak of animals alone, than the government by 
instinct, and the government by reason." 
. ** And yet," said Evelyn, calmly, " the author of 
the one is the author of the other ; the creator and 
disposer of animals, the^ creator and disposer of .men. 
Stript of. the pomp of language about laws and sys- 
tems, you cannot shew me. that God is not always 
busy, if I may so. say, with the conduct of nature, 
with the course of vegetation^ and the operiitions of 
instinct. If he is so^ show me why he should per- 
petually watch over instinct, and not oyer reason. 
Is it because the latter is infallible, the former not?. 
Is it because he loves a brute, and not a man ?" 

Tremaine felt pushed in the argument, and allow- 
ed it was not so. . 

f^ Is it then,"- pursued Evelyn, " because we are 
so good, so perfect, so invariably prudent, temperate, 
and just; so merciful to one another, so obedient and 
studious of God's will, that we. are never in. want 
of aid from a higher power ? . Is there really no such 
thing as moral evil, or does natural evil so greatly 
exceed it, as to. require this aid alone ? Alas ! does 
it even equal the moral ?" 
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Tremaine was silent for some momenlSi when 'be 
^id, thoughtfully, '^ Explain a little mpre what you 
mean by sustaimng.^^ 

' ^^t^erhi^is it' is a little necessary^"' continued 
Svdyn^ ^beo^use* those \ebd have tireiited' of the 
s^bj^t4t large- have- not) I >tbink, sufficiently insisted 

OR it. * . i 

^^ By the sutftotftiifg^Pravidence^.then, I mean that 
ii ^as not enough| at th^ c^eationy to settle an order 
of things, vfMk certain laws for their government^ 
and then leave them to their fate ; but that the great 
Author, as I think it appear; from all phenomena, 
continues to be perpetually^ operating. Obserre, i 
do not mean as if casually, -or even periodically^ 
superintending something liable to fall out of order^ 
and therefore at hand to put it in repair, if necessary ; 
bat an incessant^ actual agency and operation,, tq 
continue, as well as originally, to produce all' or 
most of what we see or know. This has sometimes 
been caAMLa. perpetual creation-; and hence both 
Newton and Clark supposed that God continued to^ 
be every where, and in every thing; or to, speak after 
the mann^ of men, to be perpetually emploj/ed, BJSk 
it were, in enforcing and. upholding what w^, foci 
mere convenience, call the law& of nature,*-^not that 
there really are such laws*" . » 

*^ Not really such laws!" exclaimed Tremaiqe^ in 
surprise: "Tliis is downright par^ox«'' 



<^ Yel it may b^^ nay ii, the exact truths*' replied' 
Evelyn^ ^^.or at least much nearer the truth^ to 
suppose grarity, for example, the effect of the tfn- 
remitting activity of the Deity, as these great, men 
supposed it, than to believe with you that the Deity 
inerely, as it were, gave b,JuU for his work, and there 
left it. Possibly all attraction is the effect of the 
same unremitting exertion ; and Addison inclined, ta 
the same opinion as to instinct." 

Treroaine became pensive, and said, ^^ I should 
like these opinions of the great names you have 
mentioned a little more enlaiged upon." 
, ^^ You wiU find their whole argument," answered 
Evelyn, ^^ admirably put by Baxter in his work (in- 
comparable for ai^ument), on the soul.^' 

^' I have read that work," answered Tremaine, 
^^ yet do not recollect to have been so impressed with 



it." 



^^ You had preconceived opinions to break through, 
and felt not its force," replied Evelyn. ^^But for 
this, with your acuteness, I should think you must 
have seen it in all its light." 

^^ Could you bring it now to recollection ?" asked 
Tremaine* 

^^I will endeavour,' ' replied his fSriend. 

^' For the most part then their opinion arises out 
of their deep discuasaons concerning the origin anc^ 
laws of motion.. De9>Cartes you kno^ held that 

VOL. III. I 
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ijMre wiui alumys Ihe^ same qmudiity of inotipii in Ae 

urt rW« The atheistSt und thone ^ho opposed the 

doctrine of Providence, were glad of thisy because 

lA helped ihem at least in their endeavours to get rid 

^f the nhosl powerful, the moeft unanswerable aigu* 

meot there is for the immateriality of the Dejity^ 

dni\rn froQH the passive nature of matter, aod the 

imi^oasibiHty of its being itself the cause of motion. 

They had indeed still the difficulty to contend with, 

of a^f^ounting for the origination of motion in matter; 

but once allow there was no addition to it throughout 

the efflux of 'time, atid mUch other >and. Consequent 

difficulty ^as eluded^ . The whole of i tbi«j bov^ever, 

wfi^s ill a miopajeiit destroyed by Nfewtonj* Glark, 

and Boyle, whft sbo^ irr^fnagably that sq far from 

the quantuifi of- motion continuing the same, its 

natural t^deqcy^ froin th^ yery nature of ipatter, 

from its total want of activity, its passiveness, 'the 

stoppages from attrition^ apd other causes, is regularly 

to decrease : so that at la^t^ f f left to itself it would 

entirely cease-" 

"And how do they remedy tl)is?'' asked Tre* 
majne. 

" By the supposition, or, I may almost caJl it, the 
demonstration I haye mentioned,- that the JXvine 
Power, either immediately of itsel^,^ or mediately ,by 
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miiiisterHig agents^ is 4¥^r at work at those pro^essei^r 
iK^hich, fbir cdnyenieiice in explaining phenomena^! 
you, allowably I admit, call the laws of nature.' 
Crravity, as I observed, is one, indeed the principal' 
of these unintermitting processes, by which all things;. 
are kept in their places; and other attractions, that^ 
of cohesion particularly, fermentation, heat, and all. 
the various causes of motion we see, are, according; 
to them, all under the same perpetual unceasing 
guidance.'* 

•^And yeit, isthis more than bold sujqposiiioii?-' 
obseiTed Tremai^e* » ^ i • ; . ' . . • - 

. V For bold, say r€)aspnable," 'replied Eyelyn ; *^refe- 
sonable, if only in this,'— -that but for this perpetual - 
operation of the spiritual power, k is even a'contradic- 
tipn tp think that mere bruie, passivje^ in^ nlatter- 
could occasion the changes we sq^. Reasonable also * 
from another even still more powerful argument, that 
all these which you call laws are arbitrary^ lhat% is, , 
that to our comprehension, there is no one reason for 
them, arising out of the nature of ma^t^r^'' . 

*^ I know not what you here mean by arbitrary," 
said Tremaine. . - 

^' Why this," answered Evelyn : "It has been de- 
monstrated, you know, as a fact, that the attraction 
of gravity decreases as the squares of the distances 
increase. Now, . what has matter, a mere passive 
substance, incapahle.of motion,, thought^ will, or any 

i2 
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thing but a Busceptibility of being acted upon—what 
has matter to do with such a nice and complicated 
rule as this? Hence I remember Baxter, speaking, 
of this very rule, well observes, — ^ The constancy of 
these effects is the reason why we fancy them the 
action of matter upon matter, but the constancy of 
an effect is no mark of the necessitt/ of it, but of 
something else. It is an unaccountable prejudice,' he 
goes on to say, ^ that no designing cause but such a 
passive and necessary one as matter, could observe 
slich regularity and' proportion.*^ So far Baxter. 
Clark is even still more determinate/' 

** Go on, if you can remember him, said Ti*e- 
ixiaine. ^' I am fixed in attention." 

^^ He makes some such observation as this,'' con* 
tinned Evelyn: "All things that are done in the 
world, are done either immediately by God himself, 
or by created intelligent beings, nuttier being not at 
all capable of any laws or powers whaisoever, any 
more than of intelligence, excepting only this one 
negative power, that evei7 part of it will always 
necessarily continue in the state of motion or 
rest wherein it happens to be. So that all those 
things which we commonly say are the effects of the 
natural powers of matter and laws of motion ; of 
gravilationy atlrtictiony or the like; are indeed (if we 



* Biater on the Sonl, vol. 1. p. 96. 
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will speak strictly and prc^rly),; the e&tV of Crod't 
acting upon matter, continually nnd ^ptrjf moment,^ 
either immediately by himself or mediately^ by some 
created intelligent being; cpnsequehtly, ithere is n0 
such thing as wfuU mcf^ commonly, call the course pf 
nature^ or ^ tl^e, power, of nature. .The couite. of 
nature, truly and properly speaking, ifl nothing, else 
but ^ the will of God, producing certain effects iii- A 
continued, regular, constant,' and Uniform manner ; 
which course, or manner of acting, being Jn every 
moment perfectly arbitrary j is as easy to he, altered 
at any tinae as to be preserved*"* 

'^.I now see what you mean, by arbitrary,*^ said 
Tremaine, ^'and the. conclusions you would draw 
from it. Being arbitrary, you boldly assert that the 
real {nroperiies of matter have nothing to do with 
attraction or other motion, but all. is the mysterious 
junction of some other power acting in, but sepatati^ 
firom what is called matter." 

^^ You, at least; conceive me^" returned Evelyn^ 
^ with sufficient exactness, but the conclusions af^ 
not mine, but those of the profotind meii I have 
mentioned," 

^ Yet I did not understand them to gd thus 
when I read them," observed Treioainie* 

^^ I repeat," said Evelyn, <^ you lay under precon 

* dmrkoB Uw Attiib.ptrt8. p. 300. •d.4. 



^mf99iopMmt9f md dt^tidt j^iW them tlie ktentioit^ 
fiuj ^tmm^* As for Glal#,> k#^ i^ ¥ferf eteair arn) 
IUl|efor bo 4ispfiBnly » sicfi^ iki&t^tis Mittef M It^f in-^ 
€spdbk«dr>obeyinf .«ny4a5i^V«bei^jF Migtnatidws 

enit|Dg*bii it^ ctfiUM6ntf$ «HS<M^mg W«uih UMi^^ 

pfawtff or atiitiiAls coakl iM^ be*ifeMled*^by '^ttiferer 
wmntt weotAiBg t^'Bii^y geti^t^ U^/vb^ ctf^ irtiotioti f 
mndr^gnMriuitioj^ ittieir^ oWM '««li bW^ttitf .redtiH 6f 
motion impressed upon^ maCCer^ bnt^hnlstt^ dalAed 
by » sbmeibing 'iiehick penotr«t^ all bodied^ ahd 
womiimu^dfy putt forth hi> them a t^pow^ Mlii«ly t!i#l' 
SsifBOt ffom that by^ntrhidi iilattiGfiK4etJfe^«tpon iteU6r. 
lihica^ifiaifBfae^'tt'depMdB do^ mof9l6iiMip6ti!8ome 
raperier Being fop the* preeemilson 'ofntft'fratne, 
pefpetmUy aqd 0ei$ialfy e&enitig^itseif <eveiy liioaieMt, 
in every part of the worl(l> Baxter, enlarging upon 
«U this^' adds, tktt tbe^ minutMt office in the ^donomy 
af nature is incessantly :pe«fertttisd hf thefing^ of 
die Almtgbty, vhose power -is stili working hear ns; 
rwnd us, zdihin us, and in every part of us; and to 
say he hatfa(1odged iti nMIt^ eertniii powWs whereby 
events are tobe dirdcted^ is but one degree removed 
fttm Cpicttreiit^iieees^ity^'M: \ . ' 
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<< These are all high notions^'* said TMnaui^ 
^*^ and big/ 1 aHbV) irtFitb Ihe most imfMM^ttot coiise- 
quench in support of your great aigutneht* 1 rfloW, 
too, I havcf by fto Cleans suffideiMy^iHisidcnrediiiefi^^ 
batr k^v* laih6d of 4aDf& of ptiysies aa «ftbM iMive 
don^thai' is^ witlioAt luuch* enquiry be^^dnd fli^ 
abMtete'ptBJCtkal e^cpeiimeiit* But I atn-bM yet 
able to uU'idyself itiat th0 heait^ftly bodies yv^uhaW 
Touched vriik \ eio^ much reyeretitc^ as d<enc^g Hbd 
ioiaiediiite pO[«r^rof the Deity,- do not toll thidagll 
their ovbiis in €OR8a<)tteoce Of sotoie law impoted m 
their <»eation." - 

: ^< k is the regularity of their motiom^ as I littttf 
observed/* replied Evelyn, ^^ that makes yon noi 
unnatoially t^nk thiiu Yet .seiilrah/tii'ClMibottcim, 
anid see what theie H in matter thax ean^ ^pihe4efelf 
with such a oompUcaiion of motion. Hdw^to 
example^ wiU) ymiaocoutit ifor ihew^eatrifiigal- and 
eehtripetal forces I havis mentioned, acting upon th« 
planeni at. the same time with such conflicting poww 
em) .Tl)e iohe ^diires them fi^rwards always fll v 
itnught line ; the other always forces them to seek It' 
centre; and this extmordiiiary, I may say, onirsiea* 
lous counteraction, occasions the stupendous wonder 
of dieir orbit; But w^r^ I to -Ask you hbw^ittnifC* 
tion merely (supposing it a demonstrably |MKipsr^' 
ef-mattev, which 1 4eny), eould force ibe^same body 
to fly off and fly on at the same time,-^you, perhi^ 
would find it difficult to tell me.*^ 



. ^ I slpoiild,^' md Tiremaine. : 
I ^< Yei. ihis diflBcuUy aAlends the whole . course of 
those (nfipiie prooesees of nature, throi^hout ibe 
varieties of the creation, which you are to content to 
think yoa understand, under the swe^nig phrase of 
the laws of physii^. See, therefore, to what an 
^nUept pf creflulity scepticism can carry its beliei^ 
wjiu^ii necessary for its purpose I how devoted it cKn 
be, to mete systi^, and philosophic jaigon,' ill the 
9^ momeiit when in it^ self-sufBcieocy it ridtcules 
lis 'for whi^t it calls our facility, our proneness' t^ 
believe things on mere authority 1 Which of the 
Wa disserves the ridicule, } am content to let others 

^M beseech, you to proceed,'V8aid Tiemiuoe. 
: ^ This perpetual operation and necessity for Uie 
^HceqHi^ sustentation of things by the Deky, and 
which I bave therdbre called the sustai$dng Prad'^ 
4encCf is by ho m^ns a new doctrkie, for. I find it itt 
the acute old Suao^z,* who pushed the notion so fiir,' 
%s to faa^a^d the supppskioti that if this pefpetuaL 
<f>0^aiion relaxed an instant— so little had the world 
bew l^.to itself, and its laws— att would .foil t(^ 

• Trwiaine agairt thought ihis novel> >nd owned 
l^W li^Oithy it was of consideration. 
-/^ I remember,^.' ^ntinued Eiielyn, ^ Shevlock 

m' I ■! . 11 I ' , ■ I 11 ■ .1. T i I " I I J J i > I ■ ■ f « I ^ n »* » % 1 , , ■ ; 
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* He wai TroteuoT of Theology at Coymbit^^ la th^ ;l$lh .teiiti»ryv 



IJe^mft afifBid the ideii ^ a ^pdrp^tadFljf^ aedag jaaiA 
nmaiiiing Providence might be thoaghfe tpb mlMle; 
I own it is not so to me* I confess my inabili^ to 
«onpfehend, mueh less confide in^ that doctrine 
%vhich supposes the Creator, when h#. bada I the 
"world, ^ith all its movements and wbndersy^ to biM 
wound it up like the machine- of a. human avtifieef^ 
and then tossed it out of his hands, till it idiovdd go 
down of itself^ or at least returning to it when it 
wanted winding up' again* I pauise' to know if this 
is your opinion r' 

^ Tremaine said he was not prepared to go so fiir. ^ 
. ^ At the same time,'* added he, ^< let me explani 
tny former opinion to you, shaken 1 allow, but etiA 
dwelling in me. For till I can revolve this most 
knpQrtant <k>ctrine more exactly than at present^ I 
must continue to say, I am not at all sure that eveKI 
in regard to moral evil, as well as physical instinct, 
man is not competent to continue his existence in 
-the manner in which it subsists^ without requirii^ 
this perpetual aid, or even any part o£ it, li^hieh you 
say is so ttecessary;" i 

** Do you allow the aid, if it is necessary ?" asked 
JSvelyn; "and do you admit that the (fdwer^is at 
hand when wanted, able and willing to exert itself ?'* 
• " I know not that I can gainsay this," • returned 
Tvemaine. 

** Then,* ' enquired Evelyn, " you allow the perpe* 
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hml p^moa^ a the CieiMor, llis Infp^^mvhil 

jrtiinifl ;. ^ that be ulio created m^ niust kno^ how -I 
Mt,; ie not to be ;coiiije9i^« . i^by be (CieetM ne 
ImAcb ecngeeture. . Xha^ jiUf^wa flnd^TPHied/fe 
Miliifel U. That I bftre a yery milled sort of beings 
iiompbsed.of good end bad»M ^wti ijm^iti^k^ 
praptedenute^ . all will ioi Jtime be k«t|..i# le^^ly 
plain; but that we haye, bowerefyj^ted fi: loQg 
wbifo with thi? sort of being, a^ that jtbipi l^aajbeen 
^lAout mf vifiibjle :assia^in€e».;Mri4hout ftpiy thing 
more (ban oar qwa. jreflource^, %e^9 po> oiqi^ .tba^ 

true«" : ^ ^ ••. • - - .'.?!.•• 

*VThat wpuld apply al«o. to your law of pliyaios^ 
/ahich you kno^r I have: c;oiiibated}" said fi^ydtyn;; 

Tremaine continued \ ^^ True, there bay^ bem 
^eat flbocki in the world, giteat crimes wd descd^* 
tions ; nations aa well as men have sometimes aeled 
like demons, and things have seeined to approach to 
wdveraal destruction. Bat all has got right again, 
by the -wertions of the same individual creatui^^, 
that brought all so near to annihilation. 

/^ In the same manner, therefore, as sometimes 
whole countries have been convulsed, and thei): 
inhabitants swept off by earthquake and pestilence. 
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wffryeclkttte iHN^overed and eren tktteinedjto iwcuritjf' 
«lid orier; '1^ hibralfl fasfe b^a i«8torai,-'tj^^ 
of life i^pdifed, ^rime depftrted'ih>ki, dn'd cofopdt*' 
ratife kiqypii^fis fe-esliibltohed. ^^ Yet all' this seefn? 
to lra3ve*)>«eii done by. man atone, merely actihg^'m 
his oaloife, a<5coMing^ to' those general pttne^es 
ghren oi^wdW for that naiojre^ gOTemiheiit. Iti^ 
immediate cause of all luts-beeh ascertained> whether 
<^ the eonvQlsioa or reeoTery ;. it has befen htunan^ 
not dil4ne; we haye seen or heard of no ministering 
angel Co restore, no more than > in^rnal spirit to 
destroy. Every thing is ezpltcabie* npon human 
prin^iplesi and though Che Almighty must certainly 
have bjeeii informed, yet {banihgrev^IttidA| which 
ydu know we exclude from our q^estioh), no- where 
that I hnOw of .has> his finger apptored ^n* the way of 
interposition. In shorty you .see I*ci(>me to those 
lines of Pope^ now indeed gmwn trite, but Which 
still emphatically express what I mean : — 

f if TfiBgnet 9Md eartkqoakef break not Hearen^s deidgb, 
Wky. then » Boigia or a CatiliDe ?' 

"In one sense^ virtually, all .may be said to be 
the work of the Deity, because he originally created 
U0 with all these aptitudes for gbod and foi evil. 
But it has been often, and I think e4>g^ntly remark- 
ed, that it is questioning his own power to sappose, 
that when he thought fit to create what we may catt 
a nature^ he did it in so imperfect a manner, that he 



^Onld Imm^f be coaip?Uo4 to U^ perpeMaL- etih^ 
pipjinept offusktining it. It is moFe fqr hia ImiofirfFr 
and surely inore ^onsisteDt Mrith.ibe jGict, 9B e»bKi 
l^Ued in btetory,^ t)iat upon the ^bple we are eblelo 
s^itain ourselvea with the strength v'hich it pleased 
l^im orjginaUy tq give us, t ^Pieu merpiie£ pm$ grof 
baU4lUnf$^^ was the expreuioa of . Frederick, when 
he had guned a victory. I allofw the sentiment mt» 
loose and ungrateful, and the speer iB(^pious; but 
were there any means of l^iowing vouchsafed to tbia. 
ipfidel King, that more than the arm of flesh had ^ 
made him victor? 

. <^ Charlemagne, Alfred, and Peter the Great^ 
comparatively raided their countries from the grosS' 
est barbarism, * Augustus .gave peace to a world 
that seemed rent to pieces from one end to the 
other< Boiiaparl^, by an iron tyranny, was the 
only one. who could put an end to a convulsion that 
threatened. aU society. He himself became a dis^' 
turber that filled us witli fear» He himself was put 
down by the energy of statesmen, and the valour of 
heroes* . Were I to g^ farther into the history of the 
oorruption of morals, such as belongs to the Italiaii . 
Stated, as they are pourtrayed in Guicciardini and 
Machiavel ; were I to talk of Borgia or AlesiartdeiV- 
of the poisQiungs, ittabbings, treasosw, mcests, parri*^ 
ddes, and fratricides, that fiU w everywhere with 
horror in those stories ; were I to extend this to th^ 



]Mivaie lives of the stiUmKrireiihcieht Ronatis^ tto 
Uaivemd luliricity of their femaks, knawn juid glo-^^ 
md ialvjr their Terj^VVKMRsbip ; or.werethefe tiiae'W 
qjotl Europe^ and dkcusi thecraelties, theinfiwoiift 
treacheries, the wantbn waste of life, the yile depra* 
vltiet that characterise Asiatie nianiierg and poKcy, 
the acts of aii All Pacba^ fbr.itistan<^,— ^he dajr 
Mreie too short to describe Ae seeming misery' of 
mltrikind* It wonld almost justify the conclosida^* 
that the history of i|miv is the history of a' wild 
beast; we should shrink with horror ftom this JEtc** 
count of ourselves ; we might despair^' lie down^ and 
dier 

" This is a horrible picture !** cried Evelyn. . 

^^ Is it overcharged?" asked Tremaine* His 
friend bade him go on* 

U The times," continued Tremaine^ <f nay, nature 
herdelf, seem out of joint, when these miseriies pre* 
^vail ; ^et the remedies are all palpable, all simple, 
all understood* I see no providing power at work, 
either to invent or apply them* 

^Thus much for general histoiy. To conieta 
humbler things : We bolt and bar, and the robber 
knowing this, comes not near, or if he attempt to 
break in. is foiled. A believer in Providence (and 
I envy him)^ thaoks.Heayenfor it;— a philosopher 

thinks it is metely pruden<^." 
At thia instant, Tremaine was interrupted by the 



aotod of rofises: ia fall duBtii^ ueeiidbf fiboi tiuif 
fidtdb. bd<nRv Ths^ w«re iriale upd finiale^ atid' 
thoo^. Goatse. And nmnrtnicted. •■aui^ ^«ll• .Imim 
sionyy txltt dv ^iVHS graire, andjtppeitttiniQg.lotsaciAtd^ 
floftied ndt unpleasirigly tbroagh the ftW# - - 
. It "^in « prieBC, fijlkywed by peaiaais- oC holbf 
sexfts^ ^idiooH tipoa lookiog oiit^ the frieiid»H>btsnwd3 
making a progress:, through the ripemag ^^ cora^ 
fields. ' Every now and 'then they stopped to joini 
ih a short prayer ; then nvoviag oo, .withl-a pnlest ac^ 
their heady^renewed the cfaaiint. The whoIe^iM an 
jigm^Ue^ aijd ev^n ' to Tremam^ aa iateretting' 
scene. 

In fiuat, lie albne,^ from having witnessed' it before, 
imderstood its^meaoing. ' It -wasa pMBessioh which, 
at this time of the year, as well as at seed-tittie,- 
the Roman. Catholic peasants sometimes werefoAd 
of making, through the newHK)wri oi^ ripening JSelds,- 
ipaploring of Providence that their labour might be 
blessed*. 

<^ Who can blame th^n?" said Evelyn,, when he 
was informed of it. 

"Not I, certainly,'* said Tremaine; "but let iis^ 
suppose a fiirmer a little more philoaophic than these. 
He tills his land by the sweat of his brow, he dresses 
it at great expense, he ^reads his seed, and it 
sprouts ; he gathers a gfeat crop, and- he rejoices*. 
But should he say, ^ had I not toUed, and undel^lood 



183 

mfm, I AiMAi bfjKTe ijot4abAkkg; m k is, I Imn 
raaped wbat 6^ origtnaUf proliiited aw vfaeh he 
mB4e Am «bilk io^ be tydtmto^ fttid ine tor tekltate 
k^ mditbe MnaoMrhe bfigiiially xfrddsed hme' fiiU 
£lled their dtei^.V ;Shoiiki rh«r mftJtdSy'mO^ 
thii^iilg ^ theiCraator; haditiferpos^, jbr doneaierc 
thun he^dtd at tbeccreaficm, ootilldrl hhmt hioii?'^ : 

^ 1 4hwk Iftm would Aotdo livell «a Apprott 'hit%^ 
«iid B^nelyai} *'iS' cftAyfbr tbe haidnta; of Us heftfli 
Hift Uywdiiass siigli^ possibly b6 eoccited/^ 

<^ Has he not^ then, a right to the fruits «f his toil V^ 
«dked;Tjra!fiiaiQe..' ; I 

: ^^Alftfli! n^-friehd^" angered £velyn| inrith aoitie 
eageineaSy ^f l^gtiete at yomr qoestibn. ^ itbre ve^ 
theiiiSudbrftngM to the good diin^^^ith which Grodi 
for 'the jnofii p^rii btess^<)ttrlaboaffs ? AreWe so^x* 
^Il^iU^iS^ pttM>' and inwaaculAtey so powerful, and 
s^sufficiiig^ I.ffiiligfatalM»8l say,^ aelfr^Hrenting, that 
because we carniot acquire blessings without laboufi 
Ih^y are, therefore, no blessings at all ^ Believe me^ 
good fiie^d, you liave absolutely sfabdced me by.yiouE 
qu^on, which is not worthy tbe kind heart I know 
]N>u to possete." . 

. Tcemaine was soni^wbat mbyed at this apostrophe, 
and not thcf less so, because he owned that he had 
had moments when the sentimfint be had uuered 
nfqaeaied no moare th&n a dictate of reason. 

^^Of reason r' said Evelyn, ^^ which so often and 



•aausHnMbly mtiiigbisbes leeling, and wketi It doet 
•o, loM iu very character of reason. 
• ^^ In the point before us, for insunce,'' oontinned 
he> ^^wbat can be Jeas rational, less I may even «ty 
iirfcHrmed^ than your vvhole view of the subject we 
arevpon? As if ProTtdence really intended us la 
lie on our badts and let feod drop into our mouths 1 
Am if labour, even with Providence to help us, was 
not the eery ^dkeaie for our exktenee, the very lot 
and character of our being, and ftill a graciona and 
a happy one I 

<< You will be aflSnonted, perhaps, if I remind you 
of the countryman in the Stble, who besought 
Hercules to take his waggon out of the slough S^ 
him, and was called a lazy rascal for his pains." 
^ Surriy I am not so puerile/' cried Tremaine. < 
^^ You mean not to be so, but to this your whole 
question tends, in this it finishes, and the &blo> is tbe- 
best answer I can return to it. But exclusive of 
this, I think ybii have mistaken what I mean by 
SMstatningy in this your application of it. You have 
answered as if I thought prayer was to move Ck>d to 
bless the land by a sort of temporary interpoSftiont 
My meaning is, that the effect is a perpetual, an un- 
ceasing operation of > the divine energy. And I mean 
this, aa Lhave meant every Uting, to show that were 
the benevolence is so perpetual in physics, it cannot 
be withdrawn in morab, and henoe that God is there 
aUo." 
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The conversalion beve ))aoied| when MnAjH tt^ 
4Bumedf ^' As to the iagmtitisde • • • • • '•" 

'^1 beseech you, spare me^'' cried Tremaiae. ^^I 
i^m ashamed of my question, : ashamed of tb^: atgki^ 
ment I would have founded upon it* IcaoitotleUyiot 
why of aBudden I see the &itij^4o diibrendj^ ibr I 
have^ I am sorry' to say, - long^ been a victim.td Aia 
hmdness '<tf heafU* imraerBed in plearaire^ Jn ani». 
bition, in short; in the wop^d, ( own I thought vt% 
had at least -a righttobe; what we iune, and beGausa 
it was our nature, never thought that it might, be 
our nature to be otherwise* What most' aatontshes 
mei however,, is, that if this new vi^w wae not to 
4^ing np in myself, it should- eorae fbom yooE^irttea 
I hare: resisted the feeling reoommended by the 
sweetest vpic^, the most engaging language,: aiidrthe 
•pilMst heart that ever belonged to a hdman Creature t 
1 n^ean my l^vj^ly instructress^ my Georgina^ at whoie 
fyH, I kmg this moment to make my confesnon, tli^t 
inthis,«t leaet,'Iam chabged* , Would toCbdl 
coidd" say in every thing t" 

*^ Take time, my friend,'' said £telyn, with*co6l« 
ness that was contrasted with TViemiune's :wa#mth. 
^^^ Your candour delig^sme; aiwl pipbaUy this 
ffmning may let in many other coneesnoni*'' i 

^^B^t how could I resist Geoigii^r' exdaMsed 
ll^eniaine. . » 

* <*{*o8nhly ypu were tlmikiii|[ more of ber fiiee 
l^an her argument," replied Evelyn, smiling. <^Mon» 



IMdNUy yotfr • dWii iltiild ba4 tidi been -so pr^red 
as now by llie*iBaiiy4i^flBi0ns we baTeh'ad/ WiA 
IBIs been 6o/8lie'{)«y»bal]jy« would bate contincecl you 
-sho of the iakh^ c$ oAe or fi^o cith^ tenets ybix 
hmri'wbt beenkbleyotirsdf to d^eet'.^' ' ' '« ^ 
* ^'I ^iiot «inm of tkem^'^ said fVemlilne. v 
< ^ or ^bttirscr iMl. T«t yoa takei^gMntedtuiif 
fMved, 3«iiis% ni^philcNKypb^w^iateTer^fio'iiiAiftM 
vt tfab woild t«ii^W ptfOte,^b^ it wiis Ae^d^gn 
tif die Greaitor^ in making h, to make a perfect work, 
«r at least; one tbat eoiild' suffice to ItsetrwitKout 
^brtfaertt8Biicance''iHDm hifb* Here you haTeb^^ged 
mf<f»ntinm which «11 nature wpbysiee^ and eMMsto^ 
in morals deny./ Yottr siipposkion, Aat %fcal- tbi 
|iious man colls providential in addiiionto* Ms pni<» 
flkuD^ the philosopher has'^a right to call* pradence 
mendyv^ saaothcir osslinplion^ which woald go ftrAeir 
skoh even yb« wcmld intend to^earry it : • ^^ os^ i«Sek 
might yim say thM instinct, and not Oo4 ioo^tatUloded 
httknUls^oact as they do; nay, tbktatMe grdws 
Itom the laws that govern ' T^etatiX)n, not Horn bim 
^ho made tbose laws. 

' ^ Yon saythat it is lessfor God's honotir, ^tiajr, Itfat 
it ii qCMstibniiig Ms power vi4ien Wcreateda natnre, 
that he dmnld make 4t so iibperfel^t as torn^uire bis 
^ifieiual* aid in sustaii^g it. But I -set out with 
observing that I meant not a superintendthg aid tb 
things tbal^ ought gH oiit of orddr, but a perpetual 
pperaiionbi continuing them. . Now the vdiole ^me 
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iad^MNricnoF the origmil } cietttioti^ ' Imt* paniciilttrly 
df themolidpaTtof ^kydc^mstv^ 

hitsJBEinvienal jjiifeii^^ r.\ > 

^ A«eD9dlngu> yoa iyify thm^is sttffiti^t* Om 
woaM Usppom^y tkkinsGsiti^ inrtHia aH«>sdffieiiig?aJB«tai- 
l3^gb<)P^eitfttyd bek)g8/»»m#'bfteor b^ w(lvAdl,'a2 
)e»tf4xliibif>fib d«iciMc5^,ttb'wd^i ^iV«C«1]^'iM 
Ae creatut^, anmiite or inammaM, Xhssi might not 
ki tome nrkjr br'iiioilierj^ttieorilifig to oor-ftotKMifl)* bcj 

{die(»^iiA{M'feetii!ii, ibid lfa« eaLiiteiiit^ o^ that fety- 
#vil '^ "ivhieb jroix imJceriSo mtteh 4tte 'agattlst tke 
]M»«idtfiKb'o{( Gkid^' AlmmmtrnMi' that itnpdr^iony 
deieitBiicy, «iid consequent wMtof ttlUit afieiof liie' 
wjr^ettimce of created existence. Wbac,fbifemteple^' 
10 iniperftct^ who so pooTy naked, or de&oeel^ 
^ did head of. it t ^hat so d^ctWo, standing aloni^^ 
as man?- .■ i:*'- '<-.% . • 

^ ^ Einery things theMfore^ contradidft you in yoUr 
suppontiony and supports: us wbm "vm say,* that tbe^ 
fieiy desigii of the Deity in effecting thiitf part^llie 
uniirersey seems to hkwe' beeO' the ibrmitigv fbr Ms 
own C^wimcruiable}'puifp&$e9ym^ofdependen^^ 
weak beings, whose essence and characMristi^ mre, io 
hang upon him for every thing, and to want his aid 
at every step, because composed o^ elements which^ 
feft to themselves (I spes^ both of physics and' 
morals), could nevttr hold tegethera atioment." 



, ThniftfgiinMlt JtaggttedfTimmiiiey.whoGM^^ 
that big aatenidii^ indeed, wa3 injcottipaiibleividi. 
one of the chief difikuldes which had inclined Mvi 
lo his aeepticlflm ;'^to'ifrhich he would now corner 
» f^ I .mean/' Mid he, *^ the difficulty that ja^ideB 
fiott lhf4 horrible train of nerer ending evils, both 
9ntuiftl ai^djinqval, ^hich we ar^ doomed to, en*! 
counter from the. moment We enter the world<^ Not 
b thoukl 9efem we were not, meant to suffice to our* 
selves; yet 1 am 9ta0g[ered toknow what else sufficeth 
tot usw The evils I hare 'mentioned are^ such as. at 
iMSt, no Provideflce seems to ayert, no! innoce^uae 
tfi escape. On the .contrary, bfetdmeit hut too ofteo, 
^y» geiiemlly, are.exslted, while innocence is troddeil 
uod^ foot ; nor.cati any thing be tnore.fiilse than the 
firit a«d most earnest lesson we' teach our children^ 
9r the fi^purile doctrine incuIdUed from the pulpit, 
thatif we are good we shall jmsper. I will.oot say 
that the conlraly onljf is true, but it is at leajst^oo 
often so^ and Upod-staiaed crime has so freqnentlyr 
trj^n^phed, while the most. meek and patient virtiM^ 
has ttpired under tortures, that One would almost aa 
soon confess the heresy of ib^ Maaichees, as the far«. 
lamed apothegms*^ 

^WIiatereriSsiirMC 
^ ' ^ ^ 
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^^ In short) I sulbscribe to the sentiment of Seneea^ 

' Deorum crimen Sylla tun hVoL* : . : . [ 

To think that he, with all his inurders, shooldUve^ 
while SocTQktes was put to death, might staggec a[ 
saint*" 

/^For all this/' said Evelyn, seeii^ Tremw)^ 
pause, ^^ I was prepared, aa well as for many oihe^ 
particular instances of unrewanded misei^ and un« 
punished yillany, ' which haye often moved me,- 
almost as much as I see they have you»" 

** History is full of Uiem," pursued Tremaine, 
^^ and so glaringly, that the blood has boiled within 
me to think of them merely as events. But to think 
of them coupled with the doctrine that all have been 
under guidance from above-^-^r-alas ! it is more than 
the intellect can bear, to suppose God's honour so 
insulted I Here, therefore, your opinion cf perpe** 
tual superintendence is still more impugned tbaiiil 
had thought it by the notion that nature in aU things 
was meant to suffice for itself; and I willingly give 
up the one, the better to make use of the other," ; 
^^ This is at least adroit," said Evelyn ; ^^ but go 



on," 



^^ I felt disposed," pursued Tremaine, ,^^ t^: give 
you a few examples of the moral evil that ha% 
scourged the world, but the year would not suffice.; 
One or two, as specimens of a thousand classes, wiH 
be enough. As a churchman, I would a^k you ta 



explain the horror of the iate of the greatest, most 
holy, and most suUime of the prophets, Isaiah. 
When I think that all the favcv of fleavea ended in 
kis bding suflfered to be sawed asunder between two- 
planks by the reprobate king he was sent to reclaini, 
what can I say to the impiety (for it is no less),* 'of 
dupposimg thai Protidence was here ? 
' ^ What think you of Nero and Seneca i The 
whole history^ indeed, of the first Csesai^s is a shud- 
dering firom beginnings ito erftL 

*< You mentioned Lewis the Eleventh ! What 
say you to the Oubliettes?. But this is compari« 
lively a- mercy.. There was-a law, it is>said,iQ Scot-* 
land (as a Briton, borraco rg^r£it5^,..under whicb^ 
by an exquisite tenement, the children of a prtson** 
er, though perfectly intiocent,. might be tortured be^r 
fore his eyes, in order, to make him confess* Even 
t^hfs is better than what I have read as. having ce^ 
cently passed ill (^lon<; where, the minister of the 
Rajah was obliged, as- a ptmisbment, to pound his 
own son to death in a moriartV. • 
< Perceiving Evelyii to shudder, Tremaine . con- 
tinued : " I will relieve you, my friend, from farther 
KbrrorB stich as these ; but 1 cannot help closing 
with perhaps the most exquisite piece of injustice 
that history affords $ and that^ horrid to flay,^agiun in 
k Christian, nay, a highly civilized country, and that 
eouAtry again our own. 1 mean the story of Kirk, 
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and the maid he dishonoured. - Oh I good and gra« 
cious God ! to suppose that such cold-bkoded 
meanness, vice,, and crueUyi should be authocized 
by thee r 

' Tremaine's warmth here made him stop; but 
Svelyn seeing he had not finished, would not begin 
his reply ; and after a minute's silence, Tremaioe- 
thus proceeded :-— 

^^ I have mentioned moral evil : if we now come 
to tiatural, and look at the ,vast destruction of things 
and men^ as wdl as pf brute . animals, that often 
prevails, seemingly without any operation (^theirs,; 
so vast, so sudden, so violent, so unfores^n, that 
one might almost think the Deity willed destruction,, 
instead of preservation to his creatures, — ^what are 
lye tp think ?> The very constitution of the creation, 
ifi instances to. an immense extent^ seems framed for. 
misery." 

" You startle me," said Evelyn. 

, ^'. ¥et whatcan you. say to that seemingly univer- 
sfillaw, by which animals pvey upon one anpther, 

spmetime^ even with, crueliy; witness those of the 
cat kind, and the dreadful boa constrictor ! 

t • • w 4 1 

f ' Canfiiiing ourselves, hpwever, to the human race,; 
behold the young wife, the smiling in&nt,; the joyful, 
husbt^nd^and fiuher, fulfiUere, perbtps, of their duty ; 
^iAi^fre worshippers of their God, praying to him^ 
trj^ting utjiiim> as ^ud^st as human lund ca» be « • • Ij 
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^ • • • • • • 

An earthquake arises! a plague! ayolcanic ertrpttonf 
All, all are swept off without mercj ; or, perhaps, 
the sunriTor left, a husband and a father, heart** 
stricken, sunk in woe, never to rise again, and al- 
lowed' to live merely to lament ! Wherein does life 
itself, much less any worldly advantage, appear to 
be here the concern of the terrible Deity ? The 
virtue of his wife, the innocence and beauty of his 
infant, which so charmed the mourner's heart, appear 
to be nothing ; the ape of the forest seems to be of 
not less worth; the worm, the toad, the very dirt 
he trod on ! 

«* Who then shall say we are of so much conse- 
quence to the Almighty, who gave us life for some 
purpose of his own, but gave it also to monkies, to 
worms, and vermin; who allows all to live for a 
time, and then to perish, be forgotten, and trodden 
under foot, wholly unconcerned as it should seem, 
collectively or individually,' at our fiite ? 

<^Yet with all this the world goes on ; all is in 
time forgotten. New lives succeed ; new marriages - 
and children, new men, new beasts, new reptikf^ ta 
be mingled together again in the same undiscrimi*' 
nating &te ; food for new earthquakes^ new plagues, 
and new eruptions !'* ' 

• " These are terrible reflections,^' said Evelyn. 
. *< I own I have made them often," continued Trc* 
matn^^ " and always with horror at myself. l%at 
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God has. same eyid in the. cpeation^ is ta be believd^^ 
That there is someisystemy ia* which man and brutey^ 
bird and .insect, have a place, is evident. But hot' 
only. the. purpose is uh&thomable, but it seems noi; 
to ,me that the system is ever deranged by all tb^* 
mforal or natural evil that has ever happened. .We 
goon towards the object, whatever it is, now well,- 
npw ill, but in the end, always as right as perhaps 
we.Wiere intended to be, and always without farther 
assistance than was given <us at our creation. 
, . f^ I could multiply illustrations, but these suffice to 
my purpose, as to Providence towards man. Then 
as to instinct, as to brute, or* even vegetable matter^; 
aye, or even as to inanimate matter; gravity and all 
other attraction ; all. the laws of motion ; the tides ; 
the winds, and tempests of the sky ; the courses of 
the pljGtnets; the sun itself, .with the regular returns 
of the seasons !-— however we may be astonished, 
however awe-struck at the power which could origin** 
ally give them being, why should we suppose that 
power perpetually interposing ? . 

^^ It is said that a sparrow falls not to the grounds 
without the Almighty! Can this mean more than 
that, according. to the laws which govern the naU»& 
of the sparrow, and. which were instituted by the 
Almighty, the bird's fate, whatever it is, ovsertaked 
himB If a hard winter, or a storm of hail, or a hawkj 
destroy him, (virtually, indeed, it may be said to be 

YOL. III. K 



tlM«cl of Ite Deity, bteuae he originaUy otdaiaifd 
tkit order of tfaingi which produces the destmclaooy 
or if he is saved, the safttji-^but) how is this jmt* 
p^ual vigilance, this immediaie act pf a^ gBfwtmor^ 
ccercised on the partictdar case? So, to xetnni td 
Biaa, aad to the very danger we hare so reoendy 
eaia^ped. X might, to be sore, have been shot, had 
not the gamekeeper felt himself ruffled at the moment* 
Is it any thing extraosdmury whan within a few 
yards of a mad dog, or a snake, that a man should be 
ruflkd ? You too might have been bitten had you 
not closed the gate as you did ! Was it any thing 
wonderful, any fhing superhuman, that you ahouU 
possess presence of mind ? All these things I have 
lerolved over and over again. I cannot discover 
thf^ I am wrong, or in an error in believing that the 
obvious and sufficient cause of every thing thai 
happens, is the real cause; the Creator primarily, 
indeed, when he made his laws, but ever afterwards 
those laira themselves. 

^* You will observe I touch not now upon otfaw; 
most weighty,:mo6t.emban«saog olgections, which I 
never have got over. I count not upon the irrecon^ 
cilableness of man's firee agency with this perpetniil 
interposition; I sky nothing now of prescienee, and 
therefore predestination ; I confine myself sis^ply here 
to your own position, that God is ever upon the 
watch for us, ever our iuuaediate guide, although he 



oi^tnally gkfti ut guides enough in ear re^von andl 
our ifi(ituicc& I mil not say thut ivhat 1 have mevply 
ugutd, ia a creed in which I will live and die^ but 
it it an argument which, to my conception, no one has 
yet been able to overturn.'* 

Here Tremaine oeaaed, and what Was ^aid iiY leply 
will he found in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XIL 
PROVIDENCE.— SECOND CAUSES. 



^'^M i« much 4tffU^d (bat yoa tikewitii M|tiimfcfi|lnfiii hi* 

IHAUreAIUS. 

• • • 

f 

A PAU8B for some minutes ensued after Tremaine 
h^d finished speM^ing, during which* each friend 
seea^ed fuminatiiig on his own ideas. At lev^h the 
Dectpr broke silenoe : 

^' You ha¥e made/' said he^ '^ enactly the argument 
\ expected ywi would niake, and I acknowledge you 
have put it as strongly as I think it can be put. It is 
that specious, nay^ I will allow, thm forcible aigu- 
ment, drawn from the uni?er«elity of what is called 

k2 



iec&nd causes, and the terrible extent of evil wlwck 
k would be m vain to deny, which has staggered- 
many vtrell-meatiing and sensible men in all ages and 
Countries. You will) however, perceive that the 
argument is now changed between us. The question' 
is no longer whether the laws of our being do not 
suffice for our preservation, so much as whether thar 
preservation is even always willed. The mere chance, 
which, according to you, governs, and the evil wliich 
certainly does infest the world, form the reasons of 
your doubt. Nor id this surprising. Our feelings 
are oflen dreadfully shocked, and we tremble to 
think that errors such as ^hose of which we read, 
and of which we are sometimes even witnesses, can 
be permitted from any cause, by a Being whom we 
love and thank for his benignity, as well as adore for 
his power. Then, again, as to the interference and 
regulation of the events of life, the First Cause, Ood, 
is everywhere hid from our sense; the second, that is, 
the immediate cause, is obvious to it. We naturally, 
therefore, if we look no farther than sense, attribute' 
all to the immediate cause ; we think not of what' 
may be, and what is, behind. Thus the Indian who 
first siw the effect of fire arms^ worshipped the musket, 
even when discharged, and thrown aside by the baud 
that bad used it. 

<^ iAgain, — the child who first sees a show, believes' 
it is th6 puppets who act. VHien he sees, or is 



told of the .wires, he discovei^- the hand of the 
master. . . i 

^ As this was the first part' of your powerful argu- 
ment, 1 shall treat of it first, and leaver that drawiil 
from the sufierance of evil for later consideration;^ > 

^^ But here I would premise, that it is thai ta.th'<» 
discussion, that the arguers on our side of the questimil 
should not be misunderstood,-«-asj I think, we tod 
generally are. For^ when we say that nolhiDg h 
without Godj we are answered, as if we had eyef 
ccmtended that he is an interposingj special, and, I 
might almost say^ miraculous agent^ in producii^ 
every specific thought, word, and debd,. ijfi. the 
commonest employment of the- wills and faculties of 
his creatures; that is, in morals j that a ma[n canhoC 
walk, change his plate, or perform- the general dutiirat 
or actions of life, without an interpoung divine; S{Mrit^ 
specially calling him to it. Thus, I remember- a 
visionary female, who scarcely moved from one irdiilil!! 
to another, oi' sat down to table, or lay down tor^t^ 
but she said she was called to it. This woiild tod 
evidently do away with- the common faculties' by ^ 
whieh we carry on our existence,^ to say nothing of 
that free-will which was one of the designs of oarr- 
cf^tion, and the instrument, indeed, by which -we > 
act. To say that God jfffa[^rtf^ to incline me- ta* 
pltiek this flower^ and to smell to it as I do,-t-haviii^ 
originally a sense of 'smielting, and a 4eairetd;eiLerd8Q 
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tc^'^b Irhat sdtfcdy erto » visionary can hold ; 
certainly not we. 

' ^ To go fiurtlMr, and gay that when a man mowita 
hit bdnc^ Imomlig bow to ride, aad the horse ac- 
customed to the saddle^ he is |Nreflerved fiom hMog 
thrown, by the speeial act of the Almighty, amt^not 
by die facility of preaerving bis balance^ or govern- 
ii^ the retna ; 6r that that boat which we see j^iding 
idongy and whkh IS: kept aAoai by t}ie hnowtt Imb of 

physi tt) wonld sink, fwiwUkHamKf^ ^hoae lawsinn- 
lesfc: specially -and o9er ^md '€§b^fps mnudaed by the 
same powei);—att this is oowhere preteaded; 
' ^ Agaid, fee advasKre fiuthelrstill| that afaan puf^uea 
lits insluictSi and all tbd;if|noeeat propeasiii^s of hift 
nature^ hia social passions^ by whiebhacaltiTaies 
fiitedBhip^ &ek lovei desiwi to Kaany^ beoorassa 
pimtit, and lov^ his progeny, or puisues a fidram*^ 
bilioni endeatouratt) im^prove has being, studm the 
iun% practises commascei or betimes himself ^Iciam- 
ingj— <hal be cMonly he impelled to tl^ or, in 
short, to ^e co^impn pecatrenqes of life by which 
man is iaaao, under the 4pecM guidance of a special 
providjlog power that leads him in his prcgrass, in the 
same manner as it operates upon matter iagmvity, 
or as we lead a child who is leaming^ to walk or to 
fead^*«f-diis also is nowhei^ pretended^ The general 
darign and peopeiunties of onr being, suffice, no 
dobbt, for this, as for ten thousand other thingt 
within^ the «eope of the human character. 
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^ Noi ti^ ePM here Godis not alway$ preientjor 
nrigl^not interfere if he pkoied; buthaanng dtsigii* 
«iiis tobewbaAweaee^in req)ect taattthi%tt would 
be>ss nun aarutieleis to speculfUe whether we aetfima 
pecpeliMlly 1109 iaipiil8es> or only through 01 



: ^hk: Mb I. iantirQiy, agree,'' aaid Tremaine; ^Mmt 
I llttdi jrott admit largely^ for one whois.tofivofft 
the interftreiice o£ the . Oiaty • any*, where. Willt «» 
nachezduded) whatisto l>e indadedi. andwidi«> 
nmdticft 10 oiuBelTes, who k to say > where igOT^m^ 
amtbegiiM^''. / 

^That certtunly is lie questian^?' amwowd five* 
lyn; ^aad great aad pjoofpukid^as I albw ittbbe, I 
had ahnoat said it ki uoiintweniUe. . Uaansv^iaye^ 
howerer, only. ia ^lecttla^ioD:. and ,ia theory ;.ftr 
as to dl good ends of practicet aa to hope> traits re- 
liance^ and reeignation, I jtbink it iflabundamlyxlear 
ndiere it jw. t^tr wo aneujsdei dtvineL^ gpvemmfanii 
although we may. not know exactly whneweaia 



JM*.'* 



<^ I shall be glad to see how you will make this 
Ottt,'* aaid Tremaiae, ^< and lo learn exactly which ia 
the pKOTince^aC nnui^ whidi of heaisen." 

^ Totdl this^ exactly,". answered £¥elya^ ^f is be* 
yand man's limited capacity ; but thus nnieh t tiiiak 
waavsy aay ia oleaiyi^hat l\ie province of a mmral 
Pfondenca iaasarali; and- by morab^ laisan^^state 
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of respcnsibitUif. Evidently, I also mean, all that 
produces the actions, as well as the fortunes of men ; 
that which we call their conduct in their three great 
relations to Grod, to themselves, and their fellow-men. 
It is here that their reason is chiefly . employed, an4 
that the will is called upon for determination. Here, 
therefore, refpon>t&f2t(y begins, and withitthe ibchral 
events, if I may so call them, of life* Here ^mfiha- 
licaliy, therefcMTe,' as an obvious consequence,* fiom 
being left to ourselves, we stand iii need, of that 
•diiection and asBistancei, which, according to us,^are 
afforded by him of vthose power to afford them there 
is, at least, no doubt. 

* <^ You will observe, I speak of reipomiUlitisfy mid 
^he events of life, as forming the^peciiliar field bf our 
diic|ission; because here, if not here alone, is the 
field for interposition* *> ' 

— <' I beseedi you to mark this distinction, because 
wkliout it, ' our question may be perpetuially, and 
floedy unnecesNirily, embarrassed." 

*' I agree to this," said Tremaine, " and peiN^e 
that to do so will bring the real poinr better to Our 
view. That point is to show, that the immedjate 
Cftuses of thihgs and actions, are not the real causes'; 
but that there is another arid unseen cause that molnes 
UB as we. are. moved; asa master, according to your 
iHluicaiion, by the help of wires moves' a puppet." - 

" LihinkA better illustmtion," observed Evelyi^ 



tbbmaikb; SOr 

*^may be drawn ; from the composition of* an 
army." ... a 

^' vThis will be new," said Tremaihe. ' ^ 
*' We see it," continued Evelyn, ** divided- xtUx/sl 
variety of ranks> from theconttmarider-in-chifef to*£he 
lowest soldier; into divisions of .various sis^ ^and 
characters; that is^ from what are technically baited 
divisions to brigades/ regiments,- battalions, coi^&^ 
nies, squads, and files. Th^ private in the fie1rd> o^ 
on the parade, receives oirdei*s, and seems tm^Tietfmle^ 
to obey his serjeant : he is certainly imiiiediateiy^ 
put in motion by him. Could he be right in tlH#klrig ^ 
that, he is so, because he is the immediate, or> a'c^ 
cording to our subject, the second cause?" ' "^ 

" Indubitably not," said Tremaine; \^^ bdt he,*' at 
least^ can see arid hear his captain, perhaps even his 
field-officer." J 

** He may or he may not," observed Evelyn $ 5* buC 
granting that he does, does heknow who putlhe 
field«officer himself in motion, or could he guess that 
it was the commander-in-chief* in th6 field,' h^'may 
not even then be right,-sihce he may- have to go to^^ 
still 'higher comn^ander, a hundred miles off, tvMb 
may himself be moved by orders from others at horned 
<* JEhis being admitted, I think we may come to a 
conclusion not very. unfounded." ' :^ 

"Whatiait?" 

" That our private soldier womld nbv be verjf 

K 3 . > 



^OTTOct in imaginiiig lliftt the fim cauit of hit 
noTemeiitB in the ranks wa» hit Serjeant." 
. ^ I cannot quarrel with this illnsti^Mian^** said 
Treaiaine« 

. ^' I c)<^ not mean to say»" continued Eveljn^ ^^ that 
are ace leather pi^>peu or private soldiers; or that all 
ire do is done for us» escactly ii| th« wiiy:in whioh it 
M done. But whatever our liberty, (by wU^h I 
aseaai our fireedom of will^ I. dp n^fian to tmjh diM 
wfaerever the fieedom of poean produce mosal action, 
thei^ if a Maater, a Commander behind^ whp suffers 
or controls events^ conducu the great business of the 
scene, and yet, by the wouderfUlness of the. a^iara- 
. tus, leaves the actors fi^ee. 

<' If thfe p96sibility> nay> eten the probabilHy of 
thk cannot be conceived, or being conceived, not 
allowed, all argument must be at an end* Fpr every 
^ing not miracidous (and miracles are over), has its 
iflsinediate cause, ov^r and above th^ fiual ^90. It 
is, uideed, the actual mode in which the .6nfd ctose 
thinks fit to govern the world* This istLmediale 
cause too must be allowed to be apparently fiufficient» 
in both physics and morale to jHfodnce the effect 
which is produced, otherwise it could be no cause; 
and hence an addition to the difficulty; for I allow 
it requires some refiuement ia reasoning, somie re* 
search, comparison of things, and moral inference,' to 
arrive at our conclusion; but not the less is the con- 
clusion true^ w . 
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^ iron ttdmi^ at kiutj '^Ims nra^: tl»t .fibm t^ 
ymjf, pam^r <^tbc De^, he wrighi pRvenft emfj 
thing duit dKW hiqspen. His jcontaii^ thtrefert is, imi 
«ay rate, aeoMsary for all that we see;. which ieit 
fieat «dTance towards the next step^ that if he eoii» 
eenta he wills, and if he wilb^ faeil^vta it noi^tm 
chance or ounelTes to oarry hk will into effecu This 
oaght to be &r cTerin oar mindsi ever befom vs ; -and 
it is the want of thi% that makes nssa content lo.ge 
no farther than the. timntfdwfe cause. Hence the 
impiety of your ^infidel king^; hence fm-thinkiQig, 
which seems to me to be little more tbMtJtaaiff of 
dupldng. I, at least, subscribe to thci^iothsgm of 
Bacon :•— *' A litde philosophy iadineth a wmpln 
mind to atheism ; bat depth in philosopby brii^eth 
men's minds about to religion. For while the mind 
of man looketh upon second causes scatt^red^ it.may 
flometimes rest in- them, and go no. farther ; but when 
it bdioldeth the chain of them, confederate and 
Iftdhed together, it mute needs fly to ProYidence and 
Deity.' -^., 

^< Bat as youaUowtlie power that made the world, 
and imjposed the laws which you say soflice: for its 
^continuance, both in physics and morals, you mustati 
least also allow that it cannot be extinguished.'* 

** I do^' - said Tremaine. 

^* It must then continue aomewhefo, fiur you only 
tell mettiatitMdhitBnfiomitseiqBeiMite of us, 
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as no longer necessary. Are you then able to say, 
wlMtheTy' and to what work it withdraws? I^ the 
Ditinity^ according to youy buried ;in the .'perpetual 
occupation r of buildingi new worlds, and inrentihg 
new nktlires, ^80 as to forget those , he has. already 
mftd^; casting these also aside as nothing worthy as 
8o6n as he has finished them, to go to still newer 
creations ?— ris this your opinion ? ; or having alloVed 
the; ubiquity.' and omnisdience of the Godhead, coit 
ydu reconcile the contradiction?" ' ' ' 

Treknaine allowed he could not.. 
t *f Is it not then more /consonant to reason (can it 
indeed be otherwise, from the Divine Nature), to 
suppose him for ever dwelling in all his works ;- and 
if dwelling, surely not for nothing, r surely not -as if 
hc^ cared itorfbr them?" 

.Trtoiaine allowed the force of the argument was 
considerable, and the questions new. 

** Perhaps you will say," continued Evelyn, " that 
toisuifer things to be done, is not to will them, and 
thotigh God may not interfere to prevent/ as he 
cannot but know them, he may note them for some 
future purpose, when the ends of the creation are 
answered!" 

^^ Is not that possible ?" said Tremaine, ^^ and 
does not the existence of so much crime, apparently 
unpunished, make it probable?" 
. -" Beit so,". letumed Evelyn; " but the conise- 
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quench still is ProvicMnce only deferred, and defemd 
fof a fatiire state of rewards and punisbments, which 
]» more than I here ask of you, or than you I fancy 
wiU admit.": ; : 

• 'Treinaitie was dtruck, and again allowed that the 
questions were new. 

" I assure youj" said Evelyn, " they are questions 
which I never knew answered,' and do not think open 
to an answer. To my'raind they go to the bottom^ 
of the whole subject, and ' prevail over all. the most 
specious difficulties." 

^ I feel that they are of the very greatest weight,"; 
satcL 1 remaine. 

" My argument, thead, exclusive of general belief^ 
is emphatically founded, upon the undenied and un- 
deniable power of the Godhead; its necessary, 
unvaried, arid invariable watchfiilhes^, over the ma- 
chine; and the impossibility that ahy thing can be 
done without its both knowing and suffering ijt to be 
done. This alone, as the lawyers say, wpuld be my 
case, and I might here throw the onus upon you to 
disprove it. But I will not leave it here. The care 
God has bestowed upon our mundane system is obvi- 
ous. Can we doubt then his anxiety.^: if I may so 
speak, that all shall be properly fitted for the parts 
that are performing?" . * ' 

** Perhaps not," said Tremaine; 

** Then what should we'think," continued Evelyn, 



<< of a maa who thonld buiUa coitly theatre, com* 
poied of inoet complieatad acener]^ eontri^ped^diall 
foretSidught) decorated with all ipleiidour, ptvpaied 
for thousands of spectators, the world ransacked ibr 
wcXOfty hitme^ perpetually preseni^ perpeHmlfy ita- 
specHng^noiefoen able to be otherwise; yetwidumt 
anxiety whether iiny ptrt of this mighty preparatioii 
fidli or at best, satiafi^ with the confidence' that 
, thongh all get into disorder, it will jiist stop short of 
final rain. Thns, though he see his actors fidter^ 
their parts mailed, misunderBtdod^ or fbi^^ten, the 
action disturbed^ nay often on the e^e of being stop- 
ped altc^ether ; though the theatre itself be arai 
someUmes endangered, and thoii^ as I hare said, 
hr be pveseni everywherB, eteirywhere on the wateh* 
and a breathy a widi, woidd restore the oider of 
things-^^e leases it to itself, «s if he had neither ob» 
jeet, nor interest in what he has createdi nay, althongh 
vnder hb immediate eye^ as if be was ignomnt<>f its 
^fery ekistenee*** 

»« No doubt," Sfud Trenaine, ^^ the conduct of 
snch a man would' be that of an insane person.^ 

. '^ Tet such," answered Evdyn^ ^< is thte eoaductof 
^ Deity, in the ofanioh of the doubter of his provi* 
dence* Ingenious^ and indeed forcible as you have 
beoa, you have not met me in lliese most essentssl 
points. Tou have not denied^ the /lotMr of the Detty> 
if he please to lisseft it. You haw lUM; denied that 



Cbd it md nnst be oVer preeMiC, ey^t informed dT 
om auMiteet actions^ ^wr remotest ihoaghts, our moiit 
«mwtfnf feeiingt. if so, 700 confer upon him iooK 
atedlrteiy die character of a watchful niaral agetU-; 
4»6r can jou deny. that he muBtremembef^ You gi^ 
him, therefore, power, knowledge, Tigilatice, inspec* 
tieo, mdrema»br{mc€» You also admit our kttport. 
ance SKitk him, fiom the simple fiict of his havin|^ 
placed us here ;' our place too is at the head of th^ 
world, which he has taken so much pains^ if I may 
use Bach language to parotect, refresh,- suppon> and 
tolighten, by an apparatus ftndhy lawssostupebd- 
iABdy ipondcrfiil, thiU our minds are ifeizled to btifid* 
ness by their contenffdation. j&U tUs yo» Udmit; 
and all for what ^^-^that he miay abandon us, throw 
tts aside, leave us to chance, or worse than chance, 
10 our own most weak, most imperfect, and most 
dangerous government ! 

^ ikgain, I ask, is this, can this bef be oondvct of vhift 
mocal afijent we have proiped him, or rather erf* a fiithet 
to the children of kis himds? You admit be sees, 
and therefore watches ; bat to what purpose vratteb, 
if we can suffice to ourselves ? Tou admk he knows; 
but to what purpose know, if either we ate sufficiently 
right, or he indifferent whether vre are right or wrong! 
Most of all, you admit he remembere ; tmt for tAftt 
purpose remember, if nothii^ is to be done upon it; 
nothing:. rewarded; noihing puoiAed hereafter! 
Thus always present, always inspecting, always in^ 
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iotlBedy always reminisc^t, it is .of jm> use^ahd Jblr, 
no purpose, tbat he is present, Tigilan^^iiifoi^fned 
or reminiscent. Eilber, therefore, we. cannot go 
wrong, andihere is no such thing as crime against 
God or man. Or if there be, he is indifferent to its 
commission, because men can get right again wi^oul 
bis assistance. Or (which is of more coiiseqivence 
th^ all we are discussing), ' there n^ust be anhere^ 
aftcfr,! a' reckoning, and a j udgmen t .' ' ; . . 

Ti^4^ai<i6 waii deeply struck, and Eyelyh. allowed 
bim to ponder upon ihis, expecting a reply. / .. 
. Receiving notie, he went on : " But what if J 
question your whole position, because contradicted, 
by the whole history of mankind." 

^^ I wait your meaning,'' said Tremaine; : 

.. ^^ It is thi&," replied ETelyn : ^^ I acknowlec^ tbit 
we catinot make out; the design of. the. creation, the 
purposes for which we are heire, the reasons why we 
are no more nor no less than what we are. But see 
the difference of. our persuasions! When I look 
around mis, and conte)nplate the whole wondeiful;^ 
yet inscrutable system of nature which strikes me on 
every side throuj;hout her extraordinary processei; , 
wheil I view my. fellow-beings, .inhabitants of the. 
world like myself^ from the worm upwards-^from ^he 
insect. of an hour to the eagle of an:hundced;years; 
when I think of the monsters of. the deep, or the mo- 
narch of the de&ert, or turn pe^hanc^ to what savoui^i > 
of sport and phty, and even (if we dare say so. of any 
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work of nature) which exhibits almost the ridiculous) 
fts in the talk of a parrot, or the mowing of a monkey; 
^t above all, when I look into myself, with all my 
hopes, and fears, and struggles, an enigmatical mix* 
tore of energy and weakness, reason and folly, of 
aspirations after virtue, and apostacy to vice ; wh^ 
I see all this, I own the ever-during question--r«pi^ 
it all exists ?— is never absent from my moid. That 
tome purpose is to be answered by all these wonders, 
these endless varieties,^ this astonishing. inaohin^.,<i8 
to my conviction clear, though; it is the only thiog^that 
Js so* ' You;;on the other band, are content with it 
as a saddening 'ftct, that all is created merely to be 
d^troyed ; that life seems given iterei^ to be followed 
by death ; and that all is but one uniforn^ succeswon 
of isorruption and renovation* . Thus, with you, the 
f^xc^lent warm motion becomes really a kneaded 
dod, to make way! for some otberclod, to be informed 
{yy'a like kindling spirit ; and so the process goes oa 
In one eternal round, for nothing, for no purpoji^ 
either of trial here, or reward hereafter. And yet you 
acknowledge that all is, if not guided by, at least per- 
focted and minutely known to, some all-powerful, all« 

« 

knowing, all-operating, yet invisible, intangible, and, 
to every sense, unperceivable Being. 

^' To me, this I own is marvellous-^me, whom it 
kindles, excites, absorbs, yet stupifies, while, without 
ilKcess, I endeavour to unravel it. Believe me, it is 
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Asrfiily most ftarfbh aitomdiiflgi udtl wMmA^ 
iaogl 

^ Bui though I ehifnk in any «wii littkiMs iiwn 
tht tiAgect, and Abandon aU hope of trer nndentftiid- 
ing it, one thing to me is deer — ihatyoiir impieiiSon 
upon it (eJBCwe me) is what oil feding, all reaeooti^, 
and an nalore^ through all her woib, piodaim -ctond 
labefidset 

^ At lo the histo<7 of mankind, I deny your yvhole 
position upon: it, because contmdicted by the ftet ! 
Tousay all has got rigfatagain by the exertions of the 
same man | that is, as you mean it, a$ dittimd ^Hm 
€fodk' Tet you finget that idigion always ao€(M)pa« 
hied this same man, in all his reiums from disbrder 
to ordw ; and ireligion always implies belief in the 
protection of Heaven. iTtdess, therefors^ you show 
me that religion was banished the world, when it got 
H^t after nearty petishiii^ And that mcMality atone 
restored its security and happiness, your asserti^i 
fttls. Observe, I speak not here of true religion; of 
religion even liot exceedii^ly eornipted with ftlse 
and imaginary gods; but still a reli^on inculcating 
the power and protection, as well as the vengeance 
of those gods, whatefer their names, forms, or atia* 
butes. The same fordble consideration destroys 
your confidence in what you call the laws ofiiature, 
even where there has been no <fisorder ; for you tell 
tt^ that those lawi, added to those of reason, are 
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enougk to beep ub on Uie whole prettj right n»^t^ 
aoimlfl. If 80^ what becomes of your argttnleolfirom 
such dreadful moral evil ? Tou saj Chat, true there 
ha^e been great shocks in the woHd, great crimes and 
desolations, and nations as wdl as men have acted 
Kke demons; but all hatgotri^t again by theater-' 
fioBS of the sanie indiTtdual man that btougiht aU io 
Aear to ruin. I ask, where haye you ever fimnd those 
laws, without being accompanied by the strong en* 
fercement of religion ? But even if j<m hay6, and 
k w^ poisible to suppose men without a woirshfp, 
without fear of God, without hope or presentiment 
0f a lift 4o cfMM, I then ask where is responsibility, 
add \i no respdHsibility, where tfi^ movalh?'* 
' '^ Siu^ly,^' SMd Ti^mldaef,* << the aonwer is easy, as 
long as Aeve ii a htw of nature, with all its ei^roe- 

9lMtS*''' • 

<<>Iy dear friend,*' rejoined Evelyn, ^^benotled 
a^My ii^ith philosophical ficticm, or rather philotophi* 
cal jwgm. Tell mo whencfe k this law of nature^ 
where these enforoemenftsj" 

<^ In the bean,*' returned Trem4ine. 
^^ Good! «^iid of course^ then, ^v^ heart is* the 
lame, and equnUy led to practiifie tirlu^ and shun 
fiee, without the hope of heanren or fear of hell!'' 

'< That I should not say," obaerved Tranaine^ 

^ Yet that you must say, if yow hold that, when 
corrupted, we reoovor without leligion. 
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^'May there not be religion without futurity ?^' 

<^ Yes! but a sorry one^ for there is then no respon<', 
sibiiity^—- which is the question. 

** Come, my friend," continued the Doctor, *^ you; 
have not considered this matter to its centre* What 
is the meaning of this law of nature of yours?. 
Does not a law imply an agent that both enacts an4 
enforces • iti If not, what can be more nogatoigi; I 
We" may again return to our illustration of King 
Log." 

/^ And yet, may we not be responsible . without 
any king ?" 

." I beseech you to whom? Who enforces?^. 
Who punishes ? Who induces ? In. what is ih^ 
punishment? in what the inducement? Tou will 
tell me, virtue ! What is that ? The fitness, of 
things ; rectitude. More intelligibly, regard for th^^ 
happiness of th^ world at large. Yoii'mean^ th^% 
by .virtue, the general interest of mankind. But 
what if the individuals are not so studious oC the, 
interest of others as to prefer, or even not neglect it^ 
when it seems to interfere with their own ? and/ if 
they do prefer their own, what, according to youj is 
to hinder them ? Will these laws of yours do it, of, 
which every one is the interpreter for himself? r 
These laws, without an enforcer, an avenger, a 
judge ? A milder sceptic, such as :y6u, may tell 
me, it is the will of God ; and I agree you can^ 
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from analogy, make out a cogent demonstration of 
this* But as to will,r-of what sort can that hp^ 
which may be denied, thwarted, . and resisted at 
every moment with impunity ? Your wilj, there- 
fore, has no obligation ; your fine laws, no binding 
jH'inciple ; and your God is the God of Epicurus, 
who cares not for yoii, would be degraded by doing 
any thing to serve you, and allows you to obey oir 
disobey this will, exactly at pleasure. . When the. 
world, therefore, « has been wrongj it must get right 
by some other means than human, or than the exer- 
tions of man left to himself! And this is true in 
fact; for you never yet knew man left to himself^T-^ 
that is, without religion. 

* ^^JYou^ indeed, have admitted some religion, when 
you say that from admiration, and a sense of power, 
you are ready to adore. But why adore what does 
neither good nor harm ? a Being, which, though it 
may have' originally laid the foundation of the 
plagues, and commotions, and consequent misjeries 
you have described ; or of the magnificent wonder^ 
in physics, which you have also mentioned ; has 
taken leave of them for ever, nor ever condescends 
to interfere in their direction, for good, or for evil ? 
Your adoration then is as if' it were of a mere greai 
wonder; a Curiosity of the greatest, the most aston- 
ishing miagnitude indeed, but still a mere curiosity. 
Surely we adore, that is worship^ for other causes ! 
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^BuC, perhaps, like some oilier detste, you mm 
willing to thank the Deity fer whaterver happiness ia 
allowed you below ?" 

Treniaine nodded assent. 

^ Then you imply an agent to be thanked* Some 
Being, who not only ha» been active for ^s, but ki 
present to us to receive our thanks, and not only 
thifli, but who will continue by us, able still fiuthor 
to help us. We may venerate the memory of a 
dead benefiictor, we only thank a living and an 
active ope. 

^ Thus every way you can point, if BhoHofMrn^ 
ism J you point to religion; and whereverlhereis. 
ipan, there also is an admission of Providence.^' 

Tremaine observing Evelyn to pause, and look 
around ; with much ioCerest, entreated him to pro- 
ceed. 

^ I am thinking," continued he, << I can bnng h 
still more home. You see those heifers in the mea^ 
dows below. They haTe cropped their green fixid, 
and have drunk c^ the stream. Some of them still 
remain to cool in it ; some have sought the shade, 
and are lying down to niminate ; some are sedate 
and quiet with happiness ; some sport and play i all 
are innocent. There is no right or wrong with 
them ; or rather all is right, because it cannot be 
wrong. For God's sake, why is this with a poeir 
brute, ^ a beast that wants discourse of reason/ and 
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nci vUb mao^* a modi more noble aniMil, if I am 
rq^l a wicb vieanef po^ if ]FOtt are 0OI wrong V* 

^^ I see not yoQr exact appUcatioOi'* fntd Tre« 
maioe. 

<< AikI yet it is not yery fitr^ifotebed," returned 
Efdyn. ^^ I say these cattle, and all otkers that 
lite,: all beasts even of prey, nay all reptiles and 
Yennin, that aet in their natures, followii^ the laws 
of ibeir. instincts, all given by the same Gody— -these 
brutes, these creatures, dnmb and mechanical as 
they are, are happier and mpre fortunate than we s 
that is, God has been kinder to tbem, unless that 
same God assists by his Providence the weak wiUs 
and reason he has given to m, the supposed nobler 
creature of the two," 

^^ Why the will aiMl rfason ate so weak as ta 
require this aid, is my question,'' swid Tremaine* 

<' 'Tis a question,'' answeied his friend, ^^ with 
whidb you have no businesa* The &ct is undoubt- 
ed, and that once established, we must deal with it 
as best we can. Possibly, nay probably, it is the 
mpde in which the Supreme fai^ chosen that the 
creature called man, shall be conducted in his 
being, while the brute is left without responsibility^ 
and therefore without diflkulty." 

<< I remember," said Tremaine^ ^ a sttong passage 
in your Wollaston, to this efl^t, of the supposed 
superior lot of the brute8,<-»wl|i(«h almost staggered 
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^ Arid . why not your WoUaston = too/' i^nrned' 

• 

Evelyn, " if it steggered yott ? I reta€iffibert€ also. 
He says that unless there is a future state, whrcli, 
implies the most extended of all schemes of Provi- 
dence, the pleasures of brutes, though but sensual,^ 
are more complete: ' they -go wholly into thetn,' 
says he: ^ their sufferjings are not heightened by. 
reflection; they are not perplexed with cares of 
&miliefl and posterity, are not anxious about a 
future state, have no disappointments ; and at last 
some sudden and unforeseen blow finishes them, 
before th^ ever knew they were mortal.'* * - - 
i'^You can scarcely chuse but admit the sound- 
ness of this opinion, unless, as I said, the AInrigfaty 
condescends, nay unless it is an original part bf his 
ptan^^ to assist by his Providence our most insu^-, 
cient reason— the. only equivalent we have for the 
instinct.whick so suffices fbr brutes." 
. Tremaine seemed moved, but asked if his friends 
really thought reason insufficient for our govern- 
tnent* . . • ^ . '■ " ■ ^ ' , 

** Your favourite Horace, who was any thing but^ 
out of humour with mankind, shall reply to you,*' 
said Evelyn: 

*' Aiidax omniA p^r^ti ' 

e G«ii8 Jminana rait per retkom ncfiis.' 
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-■ ^* No ! ray friend ; ^lU God, we aiie t!hii(^b-^mch- 
out God, we'are n6diing^-*nay, woi-se than ntithviig.* 
And it is the'same thing as to be 'without his a^wt^I 
anceyif he hali left us-to ourselves, and is indtflfereift- 
to crime.' Now let me ask, whether that can be youil 
veal opinion? : . . 

. Tremauie hesitated) ^ but at length avoWed that- 
iilime could not be indifferent to the Creator. ^ 

, *' Our subject then is at kn end," rejoined Ev'elyn; 
^^ for either you admit that God does^interfere to pre- - 
trentor punish crime (which he by no means' always 
does in this world) ; or you give me all I want, ot 
desire, in owning a fiiture judgment in a world to' 



come." 



'^4^itiain^' wieis 'mther startled ait the consequences 
of his admission, and begged to retrace his steps. 

<* 1 own," saidhe, ** I saw not to what my ansWer ' 
would lead, and I feel embarrassed; yet I shudder 
to think that crime is a matter of indifiererite to' 
manVmdch more to the Almighty." 

^^See to what scepticism leads," said Evelyn, with 
mildness; ^^ but I have often told you, you are not - 
really a sceptic." ■ . ■ * 

**Mdy not, however," resumed Tvemaine, *'tM ar- 
gu^ht I have used be sound a& against a Providence - 
in this world, if there is the state you talk of in a 
world to come?" 

"•Iti« your only alternative," obsar^ed Evelyn; ' 
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^^ftrd^fi certfonly the tioUcm, tiet of indifi^Kftee 
here on -the pfirt of the Creator^ (fyg that nothii^ dui> 
pffOWf) but of a-80rt^f wffering'of Tice for a season^ 
xoight be at kast not irrational. Oratnt nllie ihU, and. 
jKW ble63 me indeed/* 

*^ I am not prepared," replied Tremaine, with hesi- 
taticm ; , ^^ alas I -by tio- mearts |»repared. Yet I feel 
distressed; for^ mth perhaps dnlya. half-convinced 
reason^ I ^t perceive that, to be merely consistcrnt, 
if there is nether* Providence 'here, nor retribution' 
hereafter^ there can be no distinction between virtoer 
and vice, and all mustbe left to dt8(K)sition, to chaBce,r 
to indulgence^ to prudence, or imprudence, NoL 
this can never be! " " \ 

"Hobbes will help you out," toid Evelyn, "foT.he 
holds. that very doctrine, and is quite' content to i*e- 
duce all to the. enactions of the civil magistrate.* 
SprnoUf too|. another brilliant guides deiiiles natural^ 
right to be natural pow^r; so that, acquire thepOwer,.^ 
and a man, from the law of nature, may do what he. 
plB««ies« Are you content with this master of reason- 
ing, who be sure teaches us also to deny a Provi- 
dence?" 
. ^' I have owned^" observed TrenMune^ ^^his cannot 
be ; but I own too, I on4e favoured, or at least took 

* See two excellent old Sermons by Dr. Rogers, in confutation 
of this fottf. Roger^* Sermons on tbe ileceouty of Reyelatioiu . 
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no pains to confute Hobbes, and that I haTe been 
embarrassed— yes ! I confess it— 'with Spinoza !*' 

^^ And Cameades, and Pyrrho," resumed Efelyn^ 
*^ before him, and Hume and Bolingbroke, who have 
done so much since to mend the matter." 

^^ My dear friend/' said Tremaine, after some re- 
flection, '^ I own the speciousness, nay, I may say 
what I thought the iiteBistii)^ &rce, of the aigtl- 
ment from second causes, misled me so &r as to refuse- 
myself to what you called your prima facie demon* 
stration of a particular Providence. Whether we 
live again I wish I could say^ > But if we do not, I 
agree,coi^ldotber stupendous' diificuUie^ be gotovi^r, > 
iSlat a^ Qr^ has the^^ower, so he appears to hayet^ ^ 
will t6 protect and guide, us ;aiEiK} if iwe do Ike again, - 
all may In the end4>eset right. It would, therefore, > 
I own, be most rational to supppse^ that he who' 
made us, and is, because be always itin^l be, with us, 
cannot be there for nothing, •cannot be indifferent. '- 
But the 'horrible evils* in moraJs, and the overwheloi^ > 
ing quantity of natural evil in the. worlds only a small 
part of which 1 have touched upon, and which you ^ 
have not yet noticed, meet me wherever I go, set aU ' 
my alarms loose^ and chain up all my belief.*' ' 
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. , CHAP. XIII. 

• ■ 

PROVIDENCE.— THE ARCTUMES^ FROM EVIU 



' ^' Aa if tire wef« tUIwib by necesnty, fooU by beavenly compul^ 
slOft^-Mid all tbat we are eyil m^ by a divine thrusting on." 

8IIAKSPEARE. 



" If I bam apt jet tow^itlfii upon ibis part of your 
o^fajeclion,'^ replkd E?;dlyfi) ^^it is only, as you will 
have pcffctfived, to keep objection&i tba^ belong to 
diffisreot classes properly separate. But I think I 
c^n give you the same satisfaction (if I h^\^ ^iveri 
you sali^ction) upon both. 

,^^ And yet ibovbI evil, I allow, is a frightful spectrer.i 
I shut not my eyes dither to its extent or its enormity, 
and if I conic} paidon sceptici^m any where, it would 
hp when prompted by the dreadful crimes whiah the . 
hiatory of our species seems almost everywhere to 
enhibU* At the same time the greatest care must be . 
taken, that in computing evil, as against good — that.» 
is, in estimating the intentions of benevolence, or the 
contrary, in the creation — we do not exaggerate the 
fact as to the evil, so as to obscure the real truth. 
Upon this none of us bestow sufficient, or, I may say, 
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kny paitis^ I'hb t aiti durd bf^ thai yd«:^diQ>poditiorl 
chat the histoiy of inan is th^ history tftk #Mb4^t^ 
is a great erron • Th^ gr^at and prtfifiliiiefit {>6iiltd of 
general hrstbry must tiec^sterily cmtstst,^ in a ^at 
measiire, 6f a mixture (^ eime with virtoe; if'horof 
crime itself. For history records few, bdt great 
Events J these can only emattatefroiti- struggle «^d 
difficulty ; and struggle and difficulty can scarcely bd 
the consequence of peace and gdod-«rill.. 'Thk vfery 
"virtues recorded can only be shown iri a- contest -wltti^ 
ind in Contrast to vice*" * • ♦>• ' '-> * -.'» il I 
'^ <^ This is truej" said freqiillnei "^ '> ». ' i -.: 
^ ^^^ How many thoul^Hiii^y luid«^ 
continued Evelyn, "nay> how many 'miHioiirfodrcdm- 
piarativety innocent persons are sufiei^d to puis mlot^ 
"the cnrrfent of* history i!iifret^rd6<^' for one great 
tyrant, or hero, 01" rebel! HoW tnany pedicel dtlzens 
die in their beds, for one exectition, i)Y^MMur<)er! 

1/ i . ! : . . Th«y kedprthe noisdess texu^of tbeir way.* . > , . 

• ' ^* Yet We do^ not observe this. Even in private 
life, one act' 6( oppr^sibn^ or veiy great vvicki^ness, 
-shall b^ the talk 6f a whoW cdfiittiy; whfle peflee a;nd 
border, and sometimes very grekt,t but uhobthisiv^ 
'merit", glidfe imperceptibly down th^ stream.'* - ^ 
r ^^Thls also is true," said Tretiiaiiw* ' i ■' 

" I do notmekn tojsay," c6niintted<Eve!yii^ **that 
ihis is wrong, or nbt to be account^ fof aec<>fdifi^t(» 
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thtf wmm99. ^mi^ of things* But^ in estimating 
thetefopMi i<:)Mn^teri in 7>bilo8oph]zing, as* it w^re^ 
Upop.lbe rml.iood or evil of human life, we cannot| 
la MHmMm, AinMss^ leave the immen«ej though un- 
idblWHl qwmi V 1^ private . happiness out of the 

•ewMjW . '• • • 

;.^Tb all ilvif9| 1IO one canrefuse to agrpe,'' 8a>4 
Tirefaiaina. -..••* 

\ ^¥A firoi* idbe want of considering this, you have 
p^dKpa sitflbrsd jr^unielf to e^ni^te* the quantity of 
evil in the world, at far more t^ian it deserves; | 
have often done ao: myself ; and 'striking as yi>ur 
pi^me i%)re| I tbiak I ^ould even* heighten it. it is 
ccftaift.I hate altiosi been dipiposed to ask myseli. I 
will aat'fl^y With doubt or irreverence, but with very 
ftflsa^iag .fealv ^hy such primes as those which ho 
;COfpp<m{0d the French Revolutioh were permitted ? 
fWhy lih^ doyerlike piety of ]^lizabeth was c^esfined 
to a scaiS>|d, wbeaAli^beau died in his bed ? Long 
before ' thts^ I iiave .never been able * to .' read of the 
AfipMiidi^l seiQiAnc^P cff our ffenny YIIL, that detest- 
.able'satage, who tpated neither man m his hate, nor 
iwomaa in hbluast; that legal murdBrpr, a^d le^^ 
^iteaia'adnlt^Mr, that h^;>9ci!it^ tg whom even Kir^ 
was an^Lagri^j^-^Hvithputfeelmg my.^^kiod boil <>v^ 
with imUgnatioa |hat£»eba creHtw^^ ppuld be human, 
mdch aiotati)^ tru^tied withiv>w^r. But eve|i ibis 
lUMi. jfieliibd Ar sympathy aiid angui^^ I iipi|^l|f| 



^mo^t8ity« tbeagony of pitnd wHIi vUcb. .o&e Vi^ws ' 
tb^. iliUD^ited suffering of tke meek, humble, 'ami' 
pious Jane Grey* As far from injj^t^rfg crtnie as an 
a^el of light ; ia i herself pure <i6 flficcompUshecly 
beautiful aa yoiing> and unpretendrnga^beautifulfl 
her hard^ hafd: fiirlteie mast interest a savage ; and- 
one passftsi in haite ovei^ the page of her mefcitei^' 
execution, lest the heart grow too sick with pity. 

f SA different bujtr scarcely lesa hupi^gt is inspi^- by 

the cmeltiea thatso long attehdecl religious pei*secu«- 

lion. I pSisaiha Christiani ad Leows, so eoniplain*'' 

ed of by Tertullian ; for the Christiaui perae^utionr 

nay b^ta; been, petaoiued for ukiiMte gb^^ But 

that, foi sojBitnyliundred years, the mo^tenUgbten^ 

and beisi educated of their time, the scbolatB of the' 

worid* and aniniatcte of ^ God, should ^.condemn one 

aaothek^iO'tbe flames Gx diffecencce of opinion, and 

think (if. they- could think) they* wece doing God 

earvji^e;.' that this most cruel of all deaths should b4 

inflfected 6xc; the moal Tfnia}No£ all Crimea (if they 

wsfei^nideed mroe8)9«^has made, and still mak^s kM 

shudder but to think of th^m. That th^ should 

have been yieffetrated in this ^xntntry, e^exi' as 

kite m the. firat James, and that the.wr^ de hcereik^ 

comburendo disgraced our statute-book till the tiild^ 

of Chartea IL^ by no menm giras jo^e ocA^Ii^ioti/^ 

1 .^^ I api eag^ GU my part^" retried .Tpemainci^ *tA 

4iiow honv'.you wiU fec|mc3l|:|boi^£#i^^^» ihe work 



QF„%;^eM^'J9li0.yOtt «ajr guides everji thing 'as * 
fffti^r ^bi», fikM^^n^ And who wiUs and ni^isbcs thone> 
c|ijildr«n.tpj[>e happy?'' ' . ^ , 

^:/^Thi^r(^ isaJurkingifdlacy in this observation,'' re^^ 
p)i$d JSvely% " fQr .1 have noHivhere said this is God's 
if<^|k;* ; God ,fQrhid I That it diouldi he allowed to^ 
l)et. 4\i^ W.prk of man U feavful enough. .The unrfivel*' 
liiig jb^is sf^em^ df diyine goveminent is^ in fact* ovit* 
of,;tfa^. deepest points 6f theological sciencey^Lhd 
nothing hut a thorough and mdstrenlarged conteoi- 
plf^ipn. pf the general attributes of the Deity .carv 
<;pf39jB , near to expound it. ': 

^ ;^.Th|Lt God is.wise^ just, and benevolent, is noc 
^/eM^^ between. us ; that he wills the happiness of bisi 
qpi^t^r^ 13 proclaimed by ^he beauty and gladness of 
^{^til1^^.and by the &ct that, with all the admitted 
f .fil.^ha^re discussed, good so.greatly prepondeitites^ 
thfit.hap^lvess, or a reasoniEUile share of it, is in thet 
pqvf^r of all, if we do not .abuse it. That; all, or 
j|;|§atly f^U, moral evil . springs from the vice of man> 
nptrthe intention or/ccmtrivknce of the Deity, yoit 
|iy?jtl npt yohrsdf deny." . ' ; /i < , : , . 

I, j"^! do npt,'' said Tremaine ; « but the viceand the 
l(ktue spring equally from the Powar that . ccea^ 

b«tb";; :;.: / . ' •• . — ; . , t : -../a^ov 

"..f< Indubitably/', answered £>relyri ; . *^but at Ifeast 
Xhe question then hecomlBs immediately changed^ and 
h}^ ^%t|ipt;^ why the Almighty. made us to. be uiW 
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^PPyi ^^^ why he pe^*niits us tdbe vicious? Ii^ 
t)ther wordsr, Hot why he has destintA Us to be mise^ 
itible (for that he has iiot)^ but Svby be sufiers u$ t6 
make our^lves so? Now this you >^ill se6 is the 
same ad asking why he has thought fit' to make aii 
imperfect creature: which, wlien" ydu tell me why 
he has made the worm that crawls in our walk, 6t 
^Ven that glorious sky oV^r bur heads, I will an- 
ewer. ' i 

^^ No man can tell this," said Tremaine. ' 

" I jigree,'* replied Evelyn ; " atid you see thei'e arte 
mysteries tn all these questions, into which we caii-^ 
not penetrate, beyond which we cannot go, and at 
which, therefore, I think we are bound voluntarily 
to stop. If this, then, be one of those questions (as 
it seems to be), we stop at the fact, that we ar^ 
made mo6t imperfect creatures, capable of virtue, 
but al^ capable of vice; a scheme of creation, the 
reason fof which we cannot even conjecture, bui 
whith'at once places us in a state of responsibility." 
. " I see not the last," said Tremaine. '* 

" It is the only means," rejbined Evelyn, " b]^ 
Vhich the evil of this imperfection can be cured, or 
]}er(ia]:ys even rendered tolerable. The proof is, 
tbi^t wherever this responsibility is most admitted, 
«vil b least, and happiness most to' be found. 
Throughout that black catalogue of horrors which 
we have read to each dthei*, we shall, oh investiga* 
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tton,: find tj^at in propoitipv to the qUantuifi of eti^ 
xeqspiKiibitity ban bem tbroirn off. If yen a0k ^vhy 
^hia breach of respon^biHty is suffered, I Bg$in refer 
you to th^ yerjr scheme of our creation,. — iafip^r* 
&cUop, and again reply, 1 cannot tell ; but ibe very 
f ircninati^dce that there remaioB behind, something 
)>elottging to the subject, something in the Divine 
l^ind »B to this world, Mfhich vre cannot penetrate^ 
and which you at least cannot deny may be knows 
to other beings,^ ^f not to ourselves hereafter,— ^is 
¥f ry circuitosunce show^thatit may be nocontra* 
diction to the notion of God's Providence and 
justice.** 
^^ I should be satisfied with this exposition," said 
Treraaine, *^ and come willijigly to your creed, if it 
went the whole lei^h of this overbearing difiiculty* 
But i^ i9 evident it goes no farther th^n to account 
for the evils sustained by vicious men. Were these 
the only suflferers of the world, gladly would I subr 
acrih^ to P* doctrine which would then be c^ar 
enough. Vi^re bejing permitted, and vice the sofe 
ipauae of misfortune^ the world has little reason to 
complain, if the wicked are unhappy. But, alflisf 
by far the greater miseries are sufiered by the appa* 
rently innocent, while, as I said before, vice i» too 
often triumphai\t* In the examples we have each of 
us supplied, this has invariably been the &ct. Now, 
jf your doctrine were true, not only vi^ would not 
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|#lt«l^^ but would always be puoMiedeTeiiiii this 

^ Various answers,^' said Evelyn, ^Vto this^ I 
iwti) ^mbanasaing o1;>jection, have ei(:erct8ed itien oif 
^be most powerful understandings, with varions 
succtsa. The oldest, namely^ that of the Fathers^ 
teems to me to be the best/' 

■ *^ You mean," said TremaiheV " that of Origen, 
Ijactantius, and others, that it could not be other* 
wise^ conmstetitly with the firee^wiU of rottb/' 

" I do," rejoined Evelyn. *^ For where there is 
ibis free-will, from the Tery ferce oi the term^ it 
must. be. competent to will evil^ as well as good; 
and if tfajs scheme, as I have called it, of our crea^* 
tioti,..is imperfection, it must follow, that the evil 
whlcK.is possible, will actually be.^ . I need not pur- 
sue the induction, to show that this at least*' atcoumi 
for. the sufferings of the virtuous, ii^icted by the 
viciaus* Then, as to the iescap^ of the vicious from 
punishment in this world, the answer (independent 
of a future state, which fumisbes, the most complete 
Qne>, 18^ that the &ct as a general proposition is 
mistaken* Thftt there ar^ too many example^ ctf* 
unpunished villaiiy, is .tru^ ; but there is no pnopor* 
lion between them and those of the general happi- 
ness of integrity a^d virtue. Jiis not laid down a9 
^ MAeme of the Provideitce we treat of, that vice 
should be protected, virtue-oppressed. Instancea of 
it happen ; but that is not the scheme. 



^9S^ .tmftxjimr. 

by second causes^ which we have lately discu906d^ 
i|nfl}tl)e{)-ee-will:we'have just touched upon.* Did 
j3rp4 alwajia appear in^.peirisoq, as it were/ whether 
^rpiigb prOfiheta or miracles, as among the early 
Je^i^OT oQly thrdngh second: causes, hiiiimmedi' 
aiely on the commUmeht of crime j not only- woidd 
f^^-^iU'}^ cpti trolled by a force which woaki leave 
i| U^ ncrV^ager, but, as 'has been wdl said by old 
Sherlock,: there would he no end to the executions 
palpably goi^g on jb^re our.faces. ' 

:'■ "I do not say,*! continued Evelyn,, seeing Tre-r 
Bj^e prepared to object, V that this. last might not 
b^, a more secqfe, und therefore more, happy state ; 
for, God knows, T. am: not. so! confident as not'toifeel 
nay responsibility, in the latitude allowed me, most 
perilous} ;. but, at any rate, it is not the Estate in 
which it ha$ pleased tiod to' placemen He reveals 
himself no longer by visible and immediate interpo* 
sitiop, and .it is most certain he allo\is vice, in' some 
instances,, to prosper for a time. Nevertheless, I 
4p^b; if th<Q^ instances are ever perfect, to the ^ect 
you suppose, thiein* They will not,, perhaps, any of 
tfa^ro, bear the test of enquiry, had we the meani^ of 
making it ; and they are by.no means'so. frequent as, 
for the 'argument, they huve been imagined.? . 

" Yet ydu will not deny," obderved Tremaine^ 
V.tbe nuiqlD^r of brilliant or ^^ccessful villains .i^hat- 



^ock vtsirihlHory. Augantud, Dtonysius^ Le^is 
^l,^br CrtJniwell, Among a thousand others.'* 
'' " 1 shoildv perhaps, pu«zle you/' refdied fivdyn, 
<♦* if I were? tQ pQt*^ you upon the prooFof your thou- 
sand ; nay, were 1 to ask you to name me one happy 
viltain* .fiven where all seems &ir on the outside, 
do we really know- the whole of the' case ? ^ Dbw^ 
see into the secret heart of the actors ? Do .we hear 
tlieir inv^^rd groans, the vifrithings, or the drownings 
of their cohsciehces, their fears, tfaeir perpetual 
suspicions, worse than a thousand deaths ? Sure 
i am, the instance you Imve adduced will hot hold* 
Augustus, in his fortune, was alWl^ys 'soce^ttful j 
perhaps, in the opinion of the world, Always happy. 
Does his &mily history support this? oAugusttis, 
however, though he achieved despotism at the ex< 
pense of many lives, some of them of good, or what 
are trailed good men, was not one of those woret of 
wicked persons on' whokn- your argument should 
rely. He found the world in arms, and his country 
rent to pieces ; he, inde^, joined in proscriptionsy 
aiid suffered Cicero to be minxiered;. but he began 
obt tbe^ struggle ; some part he was forced to' take, 
Idd; amidst the uhivet^al dis6rder, he rode out the 
storm. He was, perhaps, the least wicked of his 
party, and might be designed by the very Provi^ 
dence which from his story you question, to give 
thei cqniparative peace to the empire which it ajfter-^ 
wards enjoyed." 



I ^< Yet ^Mit Anttiis and Cp^siof,'' exclaim^ T(&< 
mainei ^^ihecb^ippions of liberty, should be de«- 
ylfoyed by micb prpfligateft. a^ bimself and Ant)iony, 
nwr^lyihat lie. afterwards should trample upon thai 

.' ^' I cannot follow you in lhis>*' anid Evelyn^ ^* and 
!i»ould ndt if .1 could 1 How know, we tbat the 
libeKy yoa adviocat^ would have be^n, refiior^ by 
the aoccesscf yo\ir cbaitopians? bowi^ even, that i^ 
iKoald at thai, iime have been best for an empire $p 
tmiversally corrupted i . No ! we muet „ be better 
ihfiHJmed bdbm we presume to plunge intp: sueb |i 
qbeatHin, and if l^etter informed^. I am.i^ixvinc^ we 
sb^iiUt be iMttisfied^ 

. .^' At to your, other evamplesy Dionysius is the 
Imi :,!. sbottld have . chosen^ tO prove .triuu)ph. 
Though. his murders and sacrileges had been, an 
faundred'4>id . greater than they v^i'e^ and still h^ 
hid .been allowed to retaih the power they h$d 
obtained ibr .him, the sword pf Damocles, the.^v 
of trusting life to his own daughters, and even, the 
cotistruction of his. ear alone,, wpuld prnve^.thatl ha 
was already,, and in this world,, plugged intp retri* 
bitlfive toifmentfl. .1 shpuld say the same pf yQun 
Lewia XI«, if only fi^m the deviljsh fkfeni^es g€ 
Plessis les TouJcs ; and as for CjrontweU, yqur most 
specious jnsUnce^ until you show nie Kbeseciumon 
of ills bed«cbamber, the breathings of hit sleep,, and 



ikeitnpwn p.l%irm9 iMrbkhj^roducedbia l&st sickness 
Rrtd d^a^ I c^Lonot irnBtbU aiiChority/' 
. ^VEulf $uptl60ing this to destrdjr the arguiaMt af 
to %h€^; Clicked, 'J ^id Tremaine ; ^VunhQ(|>iiUy^ H 
exfilaios^ilotj^ueilljr weU.thf iitflktion of siM^h mise* 
riesas^rejmfferodbjr tbe.gPQd«-' ' ; 

«« Hdre, BtiU,'' replied E?el]rn, ^^'we are in t^ 
dadfi ; for who areigood. Is a fearful question ; and 
even with those really ^Q> we know not wh^tt trials 
luHy be neceasaiy' fbr them^ . in the Divine intentibtiy 
in ordiejr to fit them fbt higher rewardsf^any more 
than what mundane consequences may follow of 
ultimate benefit/ frota ,tbe. x^ry horror inspired by 
their fytfi^.^ It is ibis alone <^n soften ol* console me 
for the lot of that sainted Princess of France whom 
I have mentioned. Bnt I dare not meddle with it. 
I content myself with telling you, as I have told 
myself, that in all these awful speculations we ar^ 
not true judges; we are' even presumptuous preten- 
ders, finites as w^ are, to judge of infinite. Con* 
fined as. we are to this little circle, this close and 
bounded horizon, this speck of visi(^, I need not 
tell you, that he who sees the whole, sees more than 
we, and can alone be judge. %n short, I need pot 
i^y that God*s justice is not our justice, and it is 
not only folly, but scarcdy less than impious, to 
i^Uire to understand tbef wisdom of the All-wise,, 
Qr mea^re:h]8:knpwkdge by pur igiiorance^'V ^ 



"- Seeirtg'Treiiiaine mov^d/'Bvdyn w«it otit'^iSil 
clear is tfais^ that I would fetotntiiMd I yoti to ihft 
«en*kyiowit talie of PafncH, as a soffitfi^nt doIutr6n, 
<m •Cliis. part or*yoiir bbjection'> of all- yoar dot^tsl 
It is a fktion, indeed, but ea^Iy reducible' to fi^^ 
You see there, wHy an apparently generoud tfiah 
ttiay be'>robbed, and a miiser enrtblied ; why a^fa- 
T^MH-ite* and innocent child ' may be cut off from a 
naturally virtuous fiither, and a man,- in the very^)^ 
of an hos^table office, murderdcf' by an ' ungtit^M 
villain J yet all be right when -understoiSd. ' A)l this 
is sd cogent, ais wetlas So ingenious, so <^onV4ncingy 
^s well as so beautifully told, thatl could'envy tW 
author of this now common-place^ but still very 
deltghtfol piece/' t 

• Tfemaine felt much convinced ; but «std he 
would be better satisfied with a critique upon real 
eases. '• ' :..>•! 

" « AH imaginary illustrations," said Evelyn, ^Mf 
they ar^ sound, may be made real. Oncebutpon^ 
der the sentiment^ that evil is almost always the 
^onconiitant of greater good, and objecfciohs^ fbund-^ 
ed on' the injustice of God, will melt away; You- 
have talfted of plagues and earthquakes.' Tbi^ dr« 
frigh^ulthingsfbt^ could tbe processes vrhi4h ituclce^ 
the V9i6rfd what it' is, for the habitation of man^ pto-c 
ceed without them ? And if t6ey eantiot, can their, 
own necessary consequences be avoided ? Ill somes 



inetinces^ ibaii IS liiffiself the causeof his own 
luibility to their Biischiefiy fay fixing himself do com* 
pletely in the midst of tt^emtr The world is surely 
lacgeimoiigh* The sanie may be said of Venomous 
creatures and the beasts of the deserts They have 
n right to their world, as well as We» • ' ' 

« ^^ But you would hate* me criticise real cases^ I 
hayetcJd you I. dare not ; simply bclcause I do hot» 
caimot know their reality. All that I do know i^ 
<h^ mistatken we ourselves are* in ;our maxims of 
Juc^xng; Cicefo makes Providence questioned^ 
.-because die- good and bold Scipios were beaten in 

• Spain^ andj Hanhi bal hsLd killed Marcellus ; tiay, 
even because F. Maximus buried his Ison^ aft^r h^ 
had been'cohsul. As if, becliuse the Scipios tiad 

ibeea conquerors, they had necessarily beett good, 
f and' might not in theiir turn be conquered; as if a 

< consul inight not die in the lifetime of his father; 
or, as Wollaston well asks, as if Hanmbal was 
not as good a man as Marcellus.*' . - v ^ 

.' **. You have not yet noticed the case of Kirk,'^ 
jpaid Tremaine. . > 

• . .".My friend,'* replied- Evdyn, " I have felt tl^t 
' case, and a thousand others nearer our own times, 
-as pincfaingly as perhaps you would have ine*. ' But 

< am I prepared for the facts even ther^ I That Kiflc 
deserves execmtk^n — that the hanging he inflicted 
on another would have been too good. for himself— 
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f, fid 99 Wi^ an ypu ;. .tb^i^lM Joag4nain»dA0 
JDJiWf ▼«Q99linco I belifve ; and .even faerei>ii eartk 
^Mbe;iie|U^>nf I gltve^ I ItnOWfioi ihmt heiesdnpe^* 
J^ut «• Ip ^^ pljjecCB of bi» cwtby, wiire they «^!^ 
llluMBielffS ff^ulUesa? One wad, at leastyn rebel, 
and Eis liie nqtunfi^tly, vpelrhapB, .ferfeitedi .'for 
^^e wu^MMt a trnte^ce for Monmouth's intamn. 
Tb0/<3KliK ao ten^^ff, povUy so pnidonliUe, reiS- 
Uinl; ap,fit>f8pd:V-^iw Ae^ in tbe' .condaet.^vrhkh 
: yrowkas .our pity, - tltogetlKv inneceiit ? It is dife 
p^y for Wy. and anger aiKkk, ikat fell ii^oea^tp 
wpfHHirifll^ toa %»yeiiBiy, boir little she vmb qmMsH 
tQtJmJMKe t]^ implormgi the teoder,^ faufe ltigh'«imnd«- 
.ed^IflaMtr*^. ' ■ - •".••> 

; ^Yoit. keep meat aita'fl J^gtU^ I albsr^V aaitt 
T^^fipei ^* ^«% iMi ^tki^ etocking case. I mil 
.n^W) .liawiK<(reri Wfl»« <Mwper booie,' <alael h^w. near i) 
.ai^l will nmilkMl ^nie^ wlniie Knalefolehce itself bee 

^ I wait for it«'^«ud Evdyn*. ^ 

^ The def^h pf Pewval I" returned Tcemaine. 

<< Of an the cases in wHich man seeneto-haipe been 

jdHtpdpned 'by-Hea^eny find wtiidbi hMB the'up 

Jb^^er ^; FreTid«Me wiihattl hape4 I hbve ahvays 

thisught tliis the ,c}ear^« I am not ?Vj?n jret loei^ 

Ypscdlh^ Ih^ i%li|PI)k wbicll it,gaw lne»; in.<50Aimon 



urith: the wbole BUlioik I saw hjfm struck t I saviu 
hka.4i^: and^hdugb I bad opposecl bis.measutesi L 
fave biiB) with many others, antf^rpnists 119 wiell a# 
fri^ds^ ^ecirs, from vthidi I sometime can scarify 
iHD^refraiB." 

: \Evelyn was agitated; &x be bad known (^nd 
gmily iQved this admiiabU p<»r«ari. > 

; ^^.|I^ wa^,^ Qitftn}^' coatiniied ^^remf^in^ ^^ sopui^ 
fc^hpnest^ ao .clear in hia great offiqe^* 80 p^rfecjt in 
private :Uff»4lia^ 40 name hi|% aeeroed to be to naoiQ 
virtue*' Bi|t that scvck a qniiy the ddtght of his 
friends, the adpfalion o£ hif fiuniJHf, the admiratiofi 
of his <)pppnen^ } that oaq so mild^ yet f^ brave 1 
so si9igle*h€!aned^ yet so kee^, should be cul off by 
n^d^r iigk the t^ bospm of the senatey and of his 
country^ where athonsaad arms would Immt^ vaised 
tfafina^ve? to de^ad him^-^that such a thing' should 
h^ leads forever todespur of that protection fhM^ 
Heaven^whicbyjou teli me^ not only can j^ ^4s 
affbrdeil to 9^aid^iad«> ' F^y.of iiim, * how jttirtly fnay 
wesafy ..•.'..•.-.• '-':'. '■ * 

. ^ . Cbdit eft ^i|fli«« }iiilit^^ 
jQ}u fiut la Teiims» et ieffiMiU«mitt «^iu. 

Here Tremaine was absolutely stopped bf his 
,iSbeljng8# 

«My admiriitfon of BIr. PefdfaV' fe|)Bed Evelyt^ 
w^b jedenbost eq«ftl einotion^ <^ was to gveat> my graii^ 
MKie/^r Jiis:.friendiAap s^^ hisialents weit 
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00 colnltoanding, his getiitis ^ pisnetrating, yet Hi^ 
tiiBpUcity 9t primitiye, that t can only join yon in Ihi^ 
ti^rin aiid merited e»Iogy.' I ^ay truly say, t l5ve 
)ou the more for loving AIttI; and you could not H&ye 
mentioned an event more calculated to stagger ihe^ 
jhali the catastrophe of this excellent pei*sdn. I^ill 

1 lose not my confidence ; and though 1 am terrified 
iChd ifAtoiinded at the contemplation of this crliel 
fnurder, permitted, as you say, in the v^ry lap 6f bi^ 
t6untry, upon one of its brightest and best citizens'; 
though I hutifble mysetF iil fear atid trembling before 
the mysterious Being thatcoUld have wardra Ihe 
hiaw'j and did not ; 'stiH I am cMvinced all was done^ 
in wisdom — ^wisdom, < though impenetrable. . p€%« 
iibIy,lo the victim him^elfl it might have be^en' mm;yl 
That it was wrath to himsoamiabU'^ and though un^ 
Warned so prepared, I cannot believe. * The manner 
•of his death, to us so horrid, was, probably, to himself 
hot worse, possibly not so bad fts someifiatut^' disease 
of which he might have died ;• certaiftly hot nearly 
so bad as many of which men actually do die. ^Tt 
wlfts instant and unthout pain ; and^' ad I' observed, if 
ever man was ' prepared on so sudden a warning, it 
%ras be. * . , '^- \ ' • 

^^The rest must ever be impervious even tooon- 
lecture. The 'proved goodness of Ood^ and Us 
«oncem for the happiness of bis crn^tures at large, 
•how diat this illustrious sacjtfice a)old: not be ^all 



^'x^oeption. I console myself with.God^B own Ivordu 
in the mouth- of the greatest of bis pix>phetsr 'The 
righteous perish, and merciful men are takeil aw|iy^ 
none considering that the righteous are taken awi^y 
from the evil to come."* j ' 

Tremaine was again considerably moved : ^^ToU 
almost convince me," said he, '^even here, and cer^ 
itainly weaken much of my prejudice upon this 
lamented case. But reverting to your explanation 
of the sufferance of evil, I wish to know more 8uc<t 
cinctly how free-will cfan be said to produce evil not 
designed by him who gave the free-will? For, I 
think you will allow it to be clear, that, in giving thia 
fr^«will/the Almighty must have foreseen the evil it 
would' produce, and, consequently, as he might havc^ 
prevented, he must be the Author of it." , > 

" The permitter of it, if you please," replied Eve-. 
lyn; ^Hhe permitter, for the sake of an infinity 
greater quantity of good, which the freedom, of which-^ 
evil is a mere though necessary excrescence, occasions; 
to mankind. And this is the short and . complete: 
answer to all the volumes of powerful ingenuity that, 
have been written upon' it in old and modem time^ 
particuUrly by Bayle."t ' f 



■ * Isaiah Irii. i. 
*!* Passim : but particularly PauUciant* 
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MI MDeihbeWfiiU wdl/' mid TTem&inei «< Bayk 
pills th» case of a imother pressed liy her dat^bik' to 
^Um her to ^ to a maaqiienule. ^TUeimother knowp 
If sbe goes she ymXL be seduced, yet suffibiii her ; and 
Bayle asks if the mother, ^d could cbaTepreTented 
ky is not (the causer of the guilt 2 I own I never cotild 
disedi«r a sefiitation of this.*' 

*^ it i[s cenaialy one of. the most plauiftiblefif ialL 
Bayk's sophisms,", neplied ETelyn. <^Yet the^&Um^ 
of the comparison is obvious; ioi*' the in0tber> .a&* 
cording to the ,8uppo6ittc% had no qae^iion before 
her, but whether. the daugbter<should g^ iDf not* The 
abseqce of the ddught^r vri^iiki not int^rfero with this 
masquerade; neither^ if it; would, doe^ thecMesup* 
pose that there was any object in holding the tuae^ 
querade, pregnant with jsome great design of infinitely 
greater consequence to thei world at large iht^n the 
preservation even of the daughter from harod, whvQh; 
design would be defeated unless all young people 
(this daughter among them) were to attend. All this^ 
should have been supposed! by Bayle> to have* made 
the cases paralleL^' 

'^ How does this ^appear {."..asked Tremainet ^^or 
how do you make out the paramount object, in :the 
scheme of God's moral government ?" 

" Why, the whole of what we call cur rational 
liberty, and consequently virtue," answered Evelyn^ 
^^ depends upon it. Without this freedom, we should 



be merenliachiii^, having no resjfionsibiRtyy ifiilr&ictiy 
perilous as it is, at least the importance of a rational ' 
dreatiire consists ; ifbr iil'what doeb oiCrglor)^ybc)Te 
irrational creatures establish itsdf^ but i^^A^n ? AndT 
what is reason but rational choice ? But howeWc^,- 
if we^may not go wrong a^ well as rights? 'Withottt 
this power, there could be no virtue, ^ at lea6t no^ 
merits Without misfortune^ there could be no forti- 
tude; without failures, ho prufdence; withbut di^ 
eases, no temperance; without wrongs, noj^sticje--^ 
thus, not even the cardinal virtues/' 

Treniaine seemed impressed, and rttminatftd as if 
something new had brokeri itf Upon him. -" 

** As far then-, continued Evelyn, *^ a^ it 16 for our^ 
good and for our happiness, acccfrding to the scheme 
of tlte creation, to live ih the e'xercise of our reason ; 
to endeavour after virtue^, through temptation and 
struggle ; to enjoy victory the moiie for haying bought 
it atsuchaprice ; and in these respects to beelevatl^d' 
above the brutes ;-^so far is free-\i^ill (liable as it is' 
t6 go wrong, and consequently exposed to evil), ade-^^ 
sirable constitution ; at any rate, it 15 our^constittitioh% 

<^ It must be allowed, however^ that whether it i& 
a really happy constitution or not, must depend upon 
the question, whether the price paid for it is, or is 
BOt, toahigh; in other words, whether the evil or 
good is prepollent. And this, as I h^ve said, is I 
think incontestably in- fiiVour of the good. 
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^^ i wpald wish this more amply proved/' saicl Tre< 
roaine. 

** It is," replied Evelyn, *^ J>y the simple quefttion 
^hich \ias not without shi^ewidness been asked — js\\t'\ 
ther tfaegreatbulk'of mankind, and particularly per*- 
blips of tho9e who declaim most gainst their mise-; 
ties, would, upon having the choice given them^p(] 
life or.death, decide for the latter. Some few there; 
may be (it is to be hoped very few), who may wish. 
CO quit, th^ world, from, real and intolerable ^misery ; , 
some from being tired of it ; some .from having no«; 
thing to do ; some from being worn out, and longing 
for a better. . It is a melancholy truth, that some do . 
destroy themselves. But how few are all the&e-in 
proportion to those who are bom, and do all they can. 
to live, and enjoy their lives t Observe the playful, 
child, the frolic youth, the exuberant man ! View • 
him in his different occupations !-^the myished poet,, 
the ecstatic lover, the mettled soldier, the energetic. 
Statesman, the contemplative philosopher, the retired; 
devotee pf thought and letters ! Observe eyeix the, 
uneducated, content with (he mere pleasures of liealth i 
and exercise, the. eiijpyirent of strength and limbs,^ 
the poor man's riches, sigl^d for by the rich, ofleOcj 
in vainj , . , 

" Jt is indeed in the simpliciti^ of life th^t hap- j 
}^n$sf ipost abounds; land -these are always in ouj: . 
power.: The whole trefisures of nature, j 

* The cartb, the air, the common skies — * 
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the freslmeds of the morning; the invigorating sun; 
the sedatives of eve ; a walk with a friend ; but if .a 
mistress add a grace to the scene — . ' 

' If chance) with D3rmph-like step^ some virgin pass, > > 

^VVhat pleasing seemed for^her now pleases more/ 

*' Love indeed is the first and great kindler of 
life ; it precedes aratbition ; it absorbs and concen- 
trates all the social passions ; for it is frfei)d)3faip re^ 
fined and sublimed^ if I may so say, by personal at^ 
traction^a chivalrous devotion, sweet admiftition,' and 
sweeter hope !" .-: ■ ' -. . t 

V ^^. This is charming,'* saidTremaine, ." and not the 
less so in so grave a subject, from being unexpected." 

" It is strict argument," continued Evelyn, 5* for 
love alone gives happiness to nine-tenths of the worlds 
and;gilds the greater part of life ; and the more re^ 
fined, the more mental it is ; that is, the greater the 
sources of preference or rejaection — in' other words^ 
free-will— the higher and more intense is the happii 
ness. . It is the freedom here, with all its concomitant 
evils, that constitutes the pleasure'and riches of the 
gift." 

. ^^ You class love then," said Tremaine, smilingly, 
" among the simpliciiies of life !" 

^^ I do : for the moment it becomes sophisticated 
with art or luxury, or the mystifications of fashion 
and finery, such as ,are ; found in London or Paris-— 
the moment A Lady Gertrude or Lady Gtorgiha 
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gets hold of it, that moment adieu to what God 
it* It then becomes the child of man." 

^^ I like all this much/' said Tremaine, '^ but yon 
are evidently a successful lover, and have neither 
taken the dark side of the picture, nor mentioned 
Other and worse evils," 

^* I have supposed success, in the end," replied 
Evelyn, ^* to my lover, but I have no objection to 
throw in a few fears and disappointments, if only to 
heighten the pleasure of succeeding. It is for my 
point that I should do so — which is, that success itn* 
plies a possibility of failure^ but that good hot only 
preponderates, but greatly preponderates in the lot 
of man. It is so here, it is "no in all the other pas- 
sions. Were there not such a thing as fear, there 
would be no hope, ^ that comes to all.' It is so with 
ambition, whether for power or riches ; for even the 
miser would have no pleasure in hoarding, if there 
were no thieves, or money could be picked up like 
pebbles in the street; and who does not know that 
to excel, where there can be no contest, places no 
feather in our caps ? In short, could there be no 
disappointment^ there could be no joy ; all would 
satiate." 

" I am much satisfied," said Tremaine, " in regard 
to evil ; but there are other difficulties, arising out 
of this free-will, wUch are to me so insurmountable 
as to endanger your whole argument." 
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" Name them," Baid Evelyn. 

** The first is," answered Tremaine, " that if there 
is this free-will, it must be independent even of God. 
In niore reverent language, God mast leave it thus 
independent, or it can no longer be free. What then 
becomes of your whole hypothesis, that he is in all, 
about all, and the cause of all i How can he con- 
trol what he has left free — that is, without control? 
This, to me, is unanswerable ; and I am agun driven 
to question how an invisible cause can be the real 
cause, tbe visible not ? Answer me this, and you 
will have gone &i indeed to content me." 

At this moment the conversation was interrupted 
by the sound of oars, and the boat which Evelyn had 
i^ipointed to take him to Orleans, hove to, off the 
landing-place of St. Jules. 

The Doctor grieved to think he would be forced 
to leave his half-converted friend ; but, to bis great 
pleasure, Tremaine proposed accompanying him. 

" I cannof leave you," said he, '* or rather, I can- 
not suffer you to leave me, while so much light has 
Hashed from yoii upon a mind that has been strangely 
benighted. 

"Ah ! if after all.. " and he looked at the 

cottage which at so little distance contained Geotgina. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

PROVIDENCE.— THE ARGUMENT FROM FREE-WILL. 



** There's a Divimty tliat sliapes our ends. 
Rough hew them how we wUl." 

8HAKSPEARB. 



Taemaine stept into the boatj and both frienda 
regaled themselves for a vfhile "with the exhilarating 
view yvhich this water-scene always exhibited. Re- 
turning, at length, to the subject^ the Doctor spoke, 
thus : — 

•^ ^^ Your question how the invisible can be the real 
cause, the visible not, may be answered by a prince 
in a blind and barbarous age, when yet all the actors, 
were reeking with crime, that gave a deeper blush to 
the red rose, and stained the white rose red. I allude 
tO; the good King Henry's reply to the barbarian 
Warwick, who, for his own immediate purpose, had 
set him free from the Tower : 

* And chiefly, therefore, I thaok God and thee. 
He was the author, — ^thou the instrument." 

^^ Your illustration is, at least, classical," said 
Tremaine, ^^ and, for Shakspeare's sake, it shall be 
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welcome. At the sametime^ the ovierpowering 61k 
jection I have. • mentioned meets '^us^ at once^ and 
brings, as I say, all into doubt. The very suppodi- 
tionof a governor controlling man's wjU^ and, there- 
fore, his actions, deniolishes in* an instant the whole 
notion of his freedom.*' \' . ..;*•. . i 

" I own," replied Evelyn, *^ you have started the 
objection which has most embarrassed the wi^'and 
pious in. alLages — men who, withheartsfuU of t)elief, 
nay, of certainty as to Providence, have yet found it 
diflSeuU^ nay, almost impossible to answer it.'' • " 
V " How, then, have they, reconciled it?" asked Tre- 
maine* • 

", Like myself," returned .Evelyn, " they have ire- 
niained isatisfied^ for the reasons we. have' discussed^ 
that the thing t5/. and they would not aRow tlreir be- 
lief to be shaken because.they know hot^Adzs? it isi" 

*' This is not the mode in which philosophy: is usu- 
ally ..tiiealed," observed Ti^emaifie; " nor does it Ap- 
peiir at all the way to arrive at trutli. Bigotry itself 
is scarcely more content to be ignorant." ; :! . 

" There are truths," replied Evelyn,. ^^ clear enough 
to the heart, but hard enough to the .understanding, 
which yet in the end are worked out by it, when both 
heart and understanding are properly in tune. We 
lately quoted WoUaston :^do you recollect one of 
the most beautiful descriptions ever gii^n by a sincere 
lover of wisdom, in what he has said on this very 



tratb— that ^ it is the offiipring of silence, of unbroken 

loediution^ and of thoughts often revised and cor** 

x^cted?" 

. ^ It is an engaging, perhaps an accurate account/' 

said Tremaine ; ^< but is truth, then, after all, so hard 

to come at ?" 

^< All agrecj you know,'* said ETelyn, smiling, 
^' that she lies in a well.'* 

'^ Too deep, perhaps, in this instance, to be fished 

Up;" 

^^ I "hope not, for you will recollect the great ad^ 
fance we have made in filling our mindtf with the 
moral certainty of the existence of ifrhat we are exa-^ 
mining. Is a point, then, that we do not understand, 
to demoUsh wliat we do understand ; and tbis merely 
because we do not understand the whole f*^ 

^^ If it imply a contradiction," rejoined Tremaine, 
^^ I should say, yes I'* 

^^ What I" 239t7Aoti^ understanding the whole f I 
'allow, however,'* proceeded Evelyn, *^ this is the 
strong hold of scepticism, vi^hich mudt therefore be 
minutely examined ; for how many implied cont'ra«- 
dictions are there to indisputable truths, whrch, u^on 
examination by persons better skilled in the subject- 
matter, prove the contradiction to be only seeming.'* 

<^ Will you name some of these ?'* said Tremaine, 
with eagerness. 
' ** I would rather send you to men betteir skilled 



iban myself in explaining them, becau 
faction would be the greater." 

" We are here, near the towers of Orl 
Tremaine, " and 1 know not where to 
•you allude to." 

"To be sure, they are chiefly in our c 
replied Kvelyn ; " but if you have look 
upon Things above Reason, or Archl 
admirable Sermon upon the Foreknov 
consistent with Man's Will, you will fii 
ders expounded. There is one gener 
deed, to be made to your difficulty —wl: 
allow it does not clear it up, yet showa 
billy, from the reason why it cannot b 
that we ought to be satisfied for the pi 
remain in abeyance." 

" You move my curiosity," said Tre 

" It is this," continued Evelyn, " th; 
being, with a finite mind, require to kti 
and mannerof acting of an inflnite Bei 
finite mind. The very terms of the pro 
that in many things, indeed in all not 
you by the infinite mind, this is impo 
for example, do you conceive of the < 
that he is not older to-day than y 
joun^r to-day than a thousand years 1 

Tremame allowed there was much C 
• *^ But even in things intelligible, tbo 
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<eOntimi€icl Evelyn, " mwy are the paradoxes which 
seem at first unanswertthle objections to a truth, y6t 
the truth stands, spite of the paradox. One of *he 
greatest I krtow^ affecte what nevertheless all are mof^t 
agreed upon ; — I mean the incorporeity of the Deity. 
That God is a spirit, 'you, at least, do not Aouhu 
That he should move and gcjvern ih^ .matetial \ibf\d 
pf matter, can never be e:i^plained;.* And/yet-.that 
ppirit can move matter ; is obvious, 4n every voluntary 
motion that our bodies mlJce. • / : •♦ 

^^Again, that the world should cofitirtue to revolve 
ropnd its own' axis, hung upon nothi^,^ is oqUalljF 
dtflicult, equally contradictory to all our huoian finite 
notions of the laws of physics* . Yet, who.doftbts it ? 
Who is surprised at it ? ; What tutor or tutor^ does 
not teach it ? What child not Xinderstand it ? 

"If you ponder; upon this, which I see you do, 
how much food will many oilier seemf^g contradic- 
tions afford you ? What think you of the hyperboUc: 
cufve, which for ever approaches nearer and nealrer! 
to agiven.line,y©t'i»^v^,b3rpi»Bil?ilHyi can touch it?. 
** What say you to the most receiv^' and undis^ 
puted notion of allr^Uy phiiosOpbical deists, lus. well- 
as of the disciples of a itiore sublime YeUgioiir*^tfaai. 
God made the world. out of; nothing:? . Yet- tbis/js, 
obviously contradictory to that other received pbilo-; 
sophicalfioiicm, that nothing can come of nothing; 
\" If these things excite wonder, what will the un- 
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iOBtHKUd 3*7 to tbe paradox -^tioted by tlie An 
shop to the. House of Lords, to wbo9i;he was pn 
lag the sermon I inentjpned, in which it was aes 
that a negatree qualitff multiplied by a nuinft«i 
than nothing,- shall produce a magmtude greater 
axy assigned ? ■ 

. " Perhaps,* says this naive Archbiahpp (alth 
I dare say fully impressed with the digiuty o 
august body he was addressing), * this may appi 
riddle, and fiiU of contradictions, even to a gre&i 
of my auditors. Yet if the most ignorant will 
patience, and apply to the skilful in these ma 
they will soon find the seeming contradicuon va 
and the assertions not only certain, but plain 
easy truths." 

" Were my Lords satisfied P" asked Trem 
with something like a -sneer. 

" Possibly not," answered Evelyn ; *' but a 
demonstration could no doubt have been affi)rd< 
they had had the patience, and used it: as re 
tnendedi I dare say they were content with 
trust." 

. " 1 would rather," said Tremaine, " at pre 
come to more tangible,- and orore intelligible th 
and learn what really seeming contradictions 
yet been proved no contradictions." 
' " Before the irradiation of modem sci«)ce, 
will find them imiumbers," answered Evelyn.:" 
h3 
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(example, before gravity was dem<3iiififtmted, who would 
have believed in the antipodes I One unfortunate 
philosopher was^ I think, put to death for proving 
them. 

^ B^re the prism, who would not have thought 
it a contradiction to say there was no colour in the 
rainbow ? And even now, could we imagine a phi- 
losopher among Indian savages, with genius enough 
to conceive, and boldness enough to assert, that in 
bther latitudes water might become so hard as that 
lirmies mi^t march or encamp upon it ; that in one 
part of the globe the night and day continued for 
six months each, or that summer took place at Christ* 
mas! winter in June!-r*-who would not disbelief e 
the philosopher on account of the seeming impossi- 
bility? 

^< Again, let us suppose such a barbarian philoto- 
pher to revisit his native country, after having tra- 
velled, and to assert that he had seen nations'who 
lived in ships, and could traverse ten thousand miles 
of ocean, by the help merely of a small card, with a 
neeille hung upon it ! — ^would he not be regarded as 
a liar? or, perhaps, be put to death, like my poor 
philosopher of the antipodes?'* 

*^ You put this well," said Tremaine; ^ but is it 
sufficient to rest upon the mere supposed possibility 
of clearing up the palpable contradiction between 
free-will and Providence which I have mentioned ? 
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^Nog&t not somft probable, o^^at the very foast, really 
possible groand be shown for supposing the thin^ 
susceptible of explanation ?" 

" If we prove the Providence," said Evelyn, 
^' <which I think has been proved), this is enovgh to 
exempt us fh>tn any fear founded upon the appai'^nt 
contradiction. Providence once established per $e^ 
to say that the ways in which God, a being so be^ 
yond our understandings, knows and directs things 
which are unknown, and never can be known to xa^ 
such -finite miserable worms, beats down, I think* at 
once, much of the objection* 
V '^^ Feeling that Providence is true, and also that the 
&ee-»wtll of man is. true, and looking for a recoticilia* 
tiask of the seeming opposition between these two^— 
not in the ways of man^ hut of God — it is enough to 
atty hearts wdil affected to the subject, to leave ih^ 
difficulty there. And here, again, I agree with the 
excellent Wbllaston, when he says, ^ It is far firom 
being new that our fiu^ulties should discfese to us the 
existenee of things, and then drop us in our enqui* 
nes how they are/ 

i^ But I by no means wish it to be thought that 
authority alone, if I may call it so, is to dose this 
subject between us ; because I think if only a possi- 
bility can be shown, whether from fair analogies, or 
even from imaginary cases, that the two powers can 
be reconciled, it is a duty to show this, provided, if 
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It i$ showDi eyen ail a poBsUfility^ or an anagimtrjt- 
ca*e, you will allow tbe difficuky yanisbes." * -j 

'^ I desire nothing 8o loucb," repUed Treinatne;^ * 
,^ " ijad you hot better prop^nd your difBcalty 
more distincltlyr" said Eyelyn. ) ♦ 

' ^^ Jt is to6 well known to detain us long," replied 
Trepaaine, ^^ and I confess it ^goes to the bottom: of 
all morals. If a soldier is .bound band: and foot :by> 
bis officer, bow: can he be.'apswerable to : him for not 
fighting i Qr if be obeyjbis officer by fighting/how 
can he be punished fpr haying fbii'g^t? ' You.tell me. 
that Proyidence wills that a state shall be. ruined^' or 
a particular iuan cut off by assassination. ', To do 
this^ surae.Attilaor Bonaparte, without ibe smallest: 
pretence of right, . nay, Mrith a. premeditated deter^^: 
mination to:wroifgy inyades; the state ;;or, to .revert 
to a sad subject again,- some Bellingbain or Nicht^^ 
«»h^ shall lie in wait and commit 'the; murder*^ 
I ask, if Proyidence bad direcred this, bow.are'any 
of them guilty ? I say if this was God's will, and if^> 
in consequence of that. will,. Bdlingbam's sense x>(i 
injury (true or fiilse, rational or irrational), pitMhfft-. 
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*■ Nicholton, it perliaps maybe remembered^ was tbe serrant- 
and murderer of Mr. and Mrs. Thomson Bonar^ tvv) most respect-: 
able and virtuous persons. He declared be had.no quarrel with 
them ; it was not for gain ; and it was not premeditated. The 
thougrbt came into bis mind^ and he executed it instantly. He was 
notmkd.. ' ■ ' * •■ * ^' '• ■• " • ■» V -••—■*- N 
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^:tai| hand^ how^eas. he gtiilty, and why was he 
punidhed? .^ ^ 

: "^ << I cto not, as you suppose, think- marderers are 
not to be hanged, or intaders not resisted ; but is it 
not more ratiDnal to suppose that Heaven leaves all 
this to ourselves, to take measures according to pur 
reason, than that we should be involved in the inex- 
trici^le doubt as to our conduct, which your 
doctrine implies?". i 

: -.^^Ybur supposition i&not less,^' said Evelyn, ^^ than 
that if God is the disposer of man's actions^ inasmuch 
as many of them are crimimil, he must be the author 
of •crime.V . . .-..•'.,•• ",.'•., :;:■>{. . i 

^^ It is so," replied. Tremaine*. . .. . . i 

"I wish it were as easy," rgoined Evelyn j "to ac- 
count (or the: mysterious Providence that permitted 
the events you have alluded, to, as to defend Hediven 
from this imputation.! .For, though the wickedness 
of Bellin^iam made. him. a proper instrument, in the 
hands of the Supreme ^Dispbser, to efiect thir fearful,' 
this inscrutable dispensation, it by no means follows 
thai iie was made wicked for. that purpose/' , 

i^I see it^" said .Tremaine. ".You mean that the 
deeth^^of Mr. Perclvi^l was the will of Heaven, the 
crime of Bellingham;hisl own,"- •. i 

.*f*Exactly. so,".^ observed; Evelyn ; >^ and: tWs is, 
perhaps, thc^ best comment j in fe>y^ words, that can be 
made upon an: ai^iom which,, perhaps, contains all 
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that can be md on the 9ulbjeci«~^Man fitofkx^ 
God disposes^* 

/^ Still tbare h a difficulty,^' fontinued Tremaine ; 
^aad Uiough of another kind> not> perhaflSi saBoon 
got OTer. I mean that founded upon the foreknow* 
. ledge of this event in the Divine mind* Fory if fore* 
known, it mu9t have been resolved under aU the cir* 
euokstaiices that attended it. The murder and the 
murderer were, therefore, predestinated : how, then^ 
could Bellingham fail to be the assassin? and if so, 
how help being guilty ?" 

^^ The objection is neither new, nor without embar- 
rassment," replied Evelyn ; ^^ but, I own, I thought it 
had been so ably exploded long ago, that I wonder. 
With the researches you have evidently made, you 
have not yourself been long since satisfied. , The 
whole difficulty of predestination, as to the events of 
life, seems to me to have been made fiir too much o^ 
and by no means warrants the trouble that has been 
wasted upon it." Here he stopped. 

*^ I am all ear," said Tremaine. 

*' Why, as to events of life, what can be more clisar 
than the answer that ha& always been afforded. They 
do not happen &eca«s€ Gt>d ^lesees them; buth^ 
foresees them, because they happen." 
/ « Still," said Tremaine, "if they could not have 
happened otherwise, how is the agent free ?" 

" You assume/' returned Evelyn, *^ that they omaid. 



tiGi h&Te happened bthevwise* We say they might; 
only we add, what is true, that they could not have 
iiappenedas they did, and not have happened as they 
did. There eould be but one eyetit, and that events 
therefore, might be foreseen." 

^^ Then^ surely, it was predestinated," said Tre- 
maine, ^^amd could not but have happened as it did." 
' '^This is the deepest of all the fallacies that mis- 
lead us," replied Evelyn ; ^^and the cause is, that 
we judge afiet the &ct. But, I repeat, an event can*> 
not happen, and not happen. Only one thing can be 
cMud of it, either that it did or did not, aftierthe 
time is gone by, when it was or was not to take pla«e» 
We who live afterwards know the event^and say 
that having happened, it must necessarily hove 
hiqppened. I beg to know why? What proof is 
there that it was not perfectly contingent? What 
difficulty, that any one endowed with the gift 6f fore 
sight, might not foresee how the contingency would 
be disposed of?" 

*^I would illustrate it by prophecy," said Tre« 
nUtine. >^ A prophet foretells a fact. Is it possible 
that the fact cannot happen, if the prophet speak 
true ?" 

*^ Certainly not," replied Evelyii; ^< but what is 
this more than that man being free to act, the prophet 
foresaw how he would use his free-will ; that is, how 
he would act." 
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t * ^'Tet, suppose the- prophet' foretell to knf given 
man what he wilL do; is it not competent," asked 
Tremaine, ^^ for the man. to resolve to do just the 
contrary, and so belie the prophet? or if not com* 
petent, what becomes of free-will ?'* . ^ . .» 

•' ^^This is Tike a subtlety in Barataria/V answered 
Evelynl ^^ Let me ietsk you, does a man always do 
what he * resolves to do ? And if hot, may hot his 
departure from his resolve be the very consequence of 
his free?will ? Csesar resolved not to pardon Deio- 
tarns, notwitlistanding all that Cicero might 'say. 
But he heard Cicero, and then pardoh^ him, not- 
withstanding his resolve. Was C»sar free or hot?" 
'. <^ I am conquered," said Tremaine, ^^todgladto 
be so." * 

<^To return^ then, to our lamented subject," repli- 
ed Evelyn : ^^ Milton,' with^as good argument as 
poetiy; will help us' here, in what he 'mak^s the 
Omnipotent say of our first' parents when they chbse 
to fall:— 

' Ingrate ! he had of me ' 
AU he would hiive ; I made.himjifttand right, 
. Sufficient to hare stood, though free to fall.' - 

Again :— 

' They, therefore, as toright beloag'd, ' 
So were created ; nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their, making, or their fate, 
^ As if Predestination over-ruFd 
Their will^ disposed by absolute decree 
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Or higk foreknowledgt. They themselres decreed 
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Their own revolt, not I : if I foreknew, : 

f • - ..••--• i 

Foreknowledge had no injluence on their fanlt,' 
' ff^ikich had no tatprov'd certain, nnfttrehkown,*' ' " ' 

• v'; • • *. '...»•":! :'<: t 

'*<Now take it the other way, and suppose that, 
foreseeing ah intended murder, the Almighty has rQ- 
salved to protect an illustrious victim. He may dp 
so without interferinfif with the murderer's free- will/' 

^* I beseech you explain/ said Tremaine. . 

*^ Why, even if he interposed by a miracle, and an 
angel is actually seen presenting a shield to theLuUet^ 
the event is prevented, but the crime is equally intepd- 
ed, and the will of the criminal uninvaded." 

"T^his might be confessed,'* said Tremaine, " but 
the miracle never happeiis." ' / 

** Not as a miracle," answered Evelyn ; ** but if the 
blow is warded by other means, I mean by natural 
causes, yet directed from above, the victim is*equally 
saved, and the free-agency equally preserved." 

** The direction from above is the question," per- 
sisted Tremaine. . ** Remember the (emphatic lines of . 
Pope,— ' 

/ Shall burning; Etna, if a sag^e requires, , 
Forget to 'thunder, and recall her fires ? 

When the- loose motmtain trembles from on high*, - * 

ShaUgravitatioB eease, if you goby? t 

Or some old temple nodding to its fiJl,. . . » 

. For Chartres' head reserre the hanging wall ? ' 

. . . , . • > . .. ' - 

^^Tl^is, ii> fact, is the great stumbUog-blo€k. /For,. 
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will ft storm at sea, brodght about by the regular 
laws of pbyaicsj cease, because a good man (even It 
saint), hf^pens to be caught in it ; or if an expedi- 
tion in ever so righteous a cause be overtaken by the 
tnidewind, will the tradewind cease to blow in its 
usual direction because the expedition will be defeat* 
ed if it do pot? On the other hand, will the musket 
of a wicked man in a b^^ttle, when levelled at a good 
man, burst in his hand? or will the good man's 
)>istol, when defending his house from robbers and 
murderers, be Heaven-directed to defeat them ? 

'*A child is sick; the afflicted and pious father 
implores Providence to bless the endeavour of the 
physician. Does Providence suddenly enlighten the 
physician's mind, discover new drugs for him^ or give 
superior efBcacy to old ones, in order to grant the 
prayer? If it do this, it is miracle; if it dp not, 
though the child recover, it is not Providence* $o 
also in the reverse of this; if the physician's k^pw- 
ledge is fpr a time clouded on purpose that the child 
may die, it is miracle; if it die because the phy- 
sician cannot cure, it is not Providence. It was 
hence that I attributed our late escape, for which you 
scolded me, to good fortune ; but aa I saw no, miracle^ 
nothing even surprising, or out of the common course 
of things, I could not but believe myself right, 

^^ There are stories indeed, which, giving the ima- 
gination an agreeable sutprise, and cheating it, as it 
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w<re, into an illusidn it is always fond of, f6r d 
moment startle tis ; but they will not bear the test of 
•mjniry, and a wise man laughs at his own ■ dream 
during; the fond period that beguiled him of his 
reason^'* 

^ Let us, however, have your stories," said Evelym 
-' *^ They are scarcely worth repeatiifig/' returned 
Treaaaine ; ^ yet I have sometimes fiuitened upon them 
with delight. But the days are gone when I 'was 
thus happy, and thus deceived/' 

" You can at least remember,'* said Evelyn, ** what 
it -wa^ that so pleased and so deceived you ?" 
' '^ Yes ! I recollect the impression made upon me 
when scarce a youth, by an account of a dog which 
r^ued a nobleman of the north, when dn his travels 
in Germany, from 4 designed murder, by preventing 
his going to a bed, which sunk through the floof in 
•die middle of the night. TKe whole was a romance, 
and I totally foi^et the authority.'' 

<^ I could match your dog with another," satd 
J&velyn, ^^ which is authenticated; — Liord Litch* 
field's!" 

^ He was found in his master's room," inter- 
rupted Tremaine, uking up the story, '^ where he 
never had been used to lie. The valet^ who un* 
dressed Lord Litchfield, did «11 be could to torn 
him out, but the dog would not be caught S' the man 
p^nrfsted with eagerness till his lord told him to let 
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him remaiA* That sain^ night, the same man slU 
tempted to kill Lord LitchfieLd, :but • waa piBventod 
byanaUnn given by this very , dog. :There area 
hundred such stories^but I count nothing* upon 
them. This however was, I believe, as yon say, 
authentic/' " •'.--'..'* 

} ^^ There was at least .a. tradition- of it in the fami- 
ly,*' resumed Evelyn, '^ and. I rather hope it is true. 
JSut,^ true or fidse,- 1 delight in both. your dogs, be- 
cause it is as good 'ail iUmtthuion as I could- wish 
of the possibiliiy of the interference in. the actions 
and fates.of men, without preventing free, ag^ncyl 
^Bpth your robbers were here left free, yet .tbeir 
victims were protected ; . the feasLbleness of whidh^ 
with a view to show the: ppssibility of reconciling 
your coQtradiction, is all I want to explain. . y » . 
1^ ^^ There. is another stoiy told by Hervey, of two 
men wlio had been hunting all day, and slept toge- 
ther at night. One dreamt be was still. hunting, 
and estcl^timing ^ I will kill him,' laid hold of- his 
knife,, still in his sleep. The other, who was awake^ 
hearing this, leaped out of bed, and being ilA] safety, 
stopped to see what he would .do. : The dreamer 
then began stabbing .that part of the bed .where his 
jOQtmpanton had lain, and. Hervey, not without na* 
son^ thinks he had been promdentiaUy kept awaken 
In all probability, it opt only saved bis own life but 
^he. dreamer's .al&o, who jn^oidd have found it haf4* 
to have escaped, by laying the death to a dream. 
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' ^' Upon this subject, I need riot remifid * yoii of 

Simoriides, vi^hose life Was pres^i*ved by being merely' 

called out of a room, a minute befbfe the roof fell in' 

and destroyed those that remained." ^'' 

' ^^ In these instances," returned Tremaine, *^ I* 

grant the seemihg reconcilement, because here is ilo' 

meddling with the laws of nature;' but upon that 

part of the argument you have not touched. I re-' 

member, indeed, - your respectable old Sherlock en-* 

deavours to build much upon* this, but never, in my 

mind, could succeed, because he proves too mucbv 

He tells you in terms that, to be sure, the geheraf 

laws' by which the world exists, the motions of the' 

heavenly bodies, the seasons, and a long et csbtetay 

cannot - be intaTUpted ; that fire must burn, and 

water drown ; but then again, that there are things 

of- less consequence^ sitch >as the winds, and (he 

rains, and the thunder, the application of wliich! 

God reserves to himself, in order to infiuen<^e meh's 

conduct by punishing wickedness and reWardmg 

virtue. There is also chance and accident, which' 

be sure is Heaven's special province, because dis<» 

ttnct from all rules, to be used for the same purpose* 

I own I did not expect from a man so learned, and 

not a bad reasoner upon the whole, to condescend 

to such refutable positions. They are not even! 

specious; since a child with only a smattering in 

physics, would tell you that wind, and rain, and 



t)»under, are all governed by imma table Jaws, all 
proceed from known and regular ct^uses^ which,, 
therefore, will produce regular effects, and these can, 
no more be uncertain than gravitation itself, fie 
quotes, I think, Sennacherib, whose army, on arri- 
ving before Jerusalem, was all destroyed, or ren- 
dered useless by one night's rain — as if the rain 
would not have fallen exactly where it did, and at 
the time it did, whether Sennacherib had arrived 
there or not. 

*^ As to his chance and fortune, they are no 
better ; for they too are always the effect of known 
causes, only, fron^ not having been foreseen, ' they 
are called by those names. That they operate of 
themselves, without assignable causes, it is even 
blindness to assert." 

^^ Yet it was to this chance and this fortune that 
yOU attributed our recent escape," observed Evelyn.: 

*^ True," said Tremaine, and was silent. 

** With all this," proceeded Evelyn, " in which I 
pfirtly agree with you, the Dean may be right in the 
main." 

" Now this is more than I expected from yaii," 
said Tremaine. 

" My exposition is very simple," returned Ever 
lyn.; *^ for though I am really not natural philoso- 
pher enough to know so exactly, the causes of raii^ 
ft^d wind, as to pronounce what it id that encreas^ 
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or diminishes tfaem ^0 irregularly 09 they are m'^ 
creased or diminished^ and I am therefore not pre- 
pared' to say with you, that this is childish in the 
Dean, yet I will meddle not at all with yonr laws of 
physics. I allow that the tradfe-wind must blow, fhe« 
rain probably fall^.. and certainly your old ruin 
totter, without waiting for Chartres, if the course of 
nature has arrived at the proper point. I want no 
miracle to alter that course. But you have not 
adverted to the possibility for the Almighty sq to 
dispose of the conduct of perfiOns who are to be; 
afiected by these regulair phenomena in physics, as 
to bring them within their scope precisely at the; 
given moment, when the effect intended to be pro** 
duced by them will be produced.'* 

^^ This is new," said Tremaine, thoughtfully. 

** Take the old invader, Sennacherib, for e»«' 
ample," pursued Evelyn ; " you may speak true,- 
though I know it not, when you say the rain would 
have fallen on the night when he arrived at Jera-^ 
salem, whether he had arrived or not. But you 
know not how that arrival was brought about ; what 
lurking, latent cause, unknown perhaps to himself^ 
operated upon the spirits or understandings, the 
passions or views of him or his captains ; in short, 
you know not the thousand little accidents, produ- 
cing a thousand di&rent motives, yet all tending to* 
one point, which, by quickening or retarding his^ 
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mftrch^ did, in efiect, produce the arrival in question* 
exactly at the timie it did. 

' ^* The consequence, thenj is cleat*, and all the* 
difierence between Sherlock and me is, that he 
makes, or seems to make Providence send the rain 
to destroy Sennacherib's army, I send the army to 
be destroyed.*' 

♦ i^ You have still to make out," persisted Tre- 
maine, but very thoughtfully, "the little latent 
causes which influenced so many persons in directing 
this eventful march." 

•' ^* That is not my business," replied Evelyn. ^* I 
atti merely called upon to relieve Sherlock's difficulty, 
and all the way through, I again beg you to recollect 
that I am not bound to prove what I can know 
nothing of — namely, the governing principles which 
impel a man's conduct in a given case — ^but merely 
with a view to our pointy' the possibility that ati event 
may be regulated by Providence, without interfering 
with the laws of physics or the free-will of man." 

f " You have cleared Slierlock - better than I ex- 
pected," said Tremaine, " and will clear him quite, 
if you can do away one other difficulty, which 1 
own has foiled me whenevei* I have approached it." 

. Evelyn was all attention. . . 

' " It is," continued Tremaine, "that drawn from 
the apparent miraculous interfei'erice with the ordi- 
nary course of things which." must always' be supposed,: 



\£ the iztent infiiieniial cBXLseB you have Wluded to 
(lAbt merely in the case of Sehnacherib, but in any 
other), are the immediate . effect, of God'» willy and 
would not otKertsAse have taken efiGbct. If they >¥Oiild' 
otherwise, have existed, there is an end of the 
ProftidenceJ^ " . > 

I ** Say ritther of the immediate interposiiioti inter- 
ferixig with the. ordinary course of things, in other- 
words^ .of miracle,'! replied Evelyn; " yet I tfust this^ 
difficulty will be transient, provided we go but deep^ 
enough." ... 

<^ As deep as you chuse to lead me," siud Tremairie. 

- ** From the attributes, then, of the Deity, which* 
you have admitted," pursued Evelyn, ^^ I need not ask' 
you :whether you have any difficulty in allowing that* 
the whole.map of what we call Time, is always before' 
hiniy.and jtbat from the moment that time to us began,* 
tp.the now in which we are speaking, every thing was' 
known at once, in all its relations and bearings, all its ' 
ipam'ediate e£fects, and all its remote consequences." 
^' I am willing/to allow this," said Tremaine. '^ 

^ ^ ^ You also, of course, allow the whole trai n of second 
caii|aes,,oi)e succeeding and producing another, and all 
without miracle, from the remotest time, in other 
words, from the final cause of all,V observed E^velyn; 

: V I do this also," said Tremaine. . 

^VWell, then, the. causes of even that leaf which is 
lifted by a breeze of wiod.frpn) tbeshoro yonder, might* 
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be traiced^ had v^ faculties todo it^ up to theiliiiBl utii* 
Tersal caiuie^ as fiu: back as wIicti tbeii^iTerie bagan*" - 

^^ An intricate auppoflitioB^!' dbscnred Tremaiae, 
'^ but poeatblj I might admit ertn tbiB.'' 

^< Much moce then/' continued ETelyn,^^ or at least 
quite as soon, you will admit every motion of the 
mind, the consequence . of teyery thing by ikAhcIi mind 
can be aoyed ;.' in other rwords^tthedatent influential 
causes we are di^ussing, at whateyer time they may 
hfippen^": , . 

^' For the sake of argument, agreed, " said Tremaine^^ 

"Then," observed Evelyn, -^ o«r; subject is c6ti- 
cliJidc^ ; for. tbe;Supreme First <?ause liavii^ all coiise* 
quences, throu^out aU subsequent^ titae^^. before biiti" 
^t the original creation or institution. of things, nlay 
so ftame that institutioh as to produce, even in the 
mere course and order of natuire^aad without miraele, 
exactly what efifects he pleases at anyg^ven epoch of 
tinsel." .? .s 

^^ The field you open is immense,^' cried Tremaine^ 
" and the excursions wide, wild, and uncertain i^' ' 

<^ Wide, if you will, but not wild or uncertain," 
Qliswered Evelyn; " I should rather say they were 
certaiui" 

ff Suppose I grant this? " said Tremaine- 
*^ You will then grant every thing," rejoined his 
fiiend; f'for no one latent or unperceived motive 
ev^ii nqwy arising from whatever cause, whether moral 



or physidtl, whether to a£^ct the spirits, and therefore^ 
the vrilt aifd jodgmenCin man^ or producing^any event 
in nature, -for exampie,. ihe mardi of aa army, or a 
storm overtaking jt'—noibing of this, happen when it' 
will, but^usl hove been cast in thebeginning of time, 
and the very laws of imtiire perhaps framed with a view 
to bring k:ttbom l'^ . 

•** The BUpporitidn is stupendous," exclaimed Tre- 
maihe. 

** But far from impossible, and if possible, why then, 
tliere is an end of miracle in ihe combination of second 
causes," said Evelyn. 

Tremaine folded his arms, became silent and pea« 
si ve, ieyed all the landscape of the Loh*e, and (or a time', 
seemed lost; till, at last, breaking silence, *^ Do you 
know,'* said he, ^^ your exposition has delighted meF 
It ia new, and, to me, cogent; at least I have no 
answer at hand, and I am sure I seek fbr none." 

<^ This is, indeed, a great point gained," returned 
Evelyn. 

^^ But as to the chance and fortune which Sherlock 
insists upon," resumed Tremaine. 
. ^< Nothing can be more true than what you have, 
said of them," replied Evelyn ; ^^ but, at th« same time, 
that which produces them is susceptible of the same 
conversion to particular ends, as the phenomena 
of nature we have been discussing. You called our 
eS9:ape from the bullet and from the dog lucky; I 

M 2 



S68 TRBMAlKBo 

felt it to be pravideniial. Yournoap right notion of 
chance^ which is another word for luck, but which you 
▼ery properly say, means only a thing not intended, 
and therefore not foreseen, arising out of things 
that are i ntended and foreseen, confutes yourself. For, 
though it could not be foreseen that a snake should . 
cross the gamekeeper's path, and n^i^ke lum miss his 
aim, and the act of the snake's creeping there was 
no miracle, yet, in the manner we have discussed, it 
might be the original act of Providence, and both the 
free-agency of the gamekeeper and the law of physics 
preserved. . ,^ 

^' So, in closing the gate as we did, if we had been 
two yards fc^rther, frpm it than we were,. that a^i 
might have been prevented, but vtre know not by what . 
secret operation of the Almighty's goodness on tb^ 
x^tural faculties of the^dog, or op.om q^o^tW^^rriv^d. 
at the gate just in time to clpse it." ^ : . :> 

*^ I might agree to this," saidTremaine,, *^ but for 
one great difficulty, which strikes me here, bvttkot. 
certainly for the first time." 

« Name it." • i 

. ^^ You tell me of the government ofa q^an's conduct, 
by perhaps secret motives, and I allow, froin what you 
have explained, that it may be /?rort«fciitffl/. without 
being miraculous^ But whether open. or, secret, if 
these motives are instilled into us by the*Almighty,. 
whp knows the effect they willhave, you at once destroy 



the TBiy freedom of will you are upholdiiig* For, 
though there is no outward or perceptible force, yet 
diere is an inward and imperceptible force, and 'the 
man being equally under force, is equally bereft of 
freedom." *^ 

/^Theansvv^r," returned Evelyn, "is still the same. 
Attion may be'cbntrotled^ yet the will left free. For, 
though I say that motives may be instilled, it does not 
follow that the will is not freely exercised in bein^ 
swayed by them. 

^* Knowing your temper, for example, I may set 
cerCaiti arguments before you, with a view td'persuade 
you to a certain cdnduct; or I may lend you a parti- 
cular book, or send you a friend, with the same 
view. I succeed ; yet would you' hold yourself 
governed^ or allow that, you had not exercised your 
own discretion in agreeing with me, on the object 

proposed?" 

,** I should not," said Tremaine. 
' « Well, then ! in the same manner, may not the great 
Disposer proceed to offer such motives; as he knows 
may incline the free judgment of man to a particular 
d6ciBion,-^eading him to do, or refrain from doing, a 
particular act ? Here the act is done, or let alone, by 
a will perfectly free, yet the end of Providence is ac- 
complished, as much as if th^ will had had no discre- 
tion. The mode of doing this must for ever be un^ 
known to us; but never taking place except through 
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second causes, it is not miriEicuIous, and no force'b 
imposed." 

** Will you amplify this a little more," said Tre- 
raaine; ^^ it demands much reflection." 

** Were I to do so," returned Evelyn, ^' tt is incon- 
ceivable what a number of petty oibtives, trifling ac- 
tions, and trumpery passioiis, might be brought ifito 
review. Ic would almost make oiie l^d one^s self to 
Walpolje's flippant retiif^rk ihat a quarrel between two 
bed-chamber women brought about the p^ace of 
Utrecht/ It is certain that whil^ old Sarah was af- 
iecting to despise th^ ^ ragged boy^ Hill^ and tuming 
up her nose at her quoodan^ creli.t^ire.afid cousin Abt^ 
gail,* she kneyir not how it conduced -to place a weak 
and jealous inistress^ in thq* bands of an intriguing 
$tatesman^t who without it probably could' niri^ have 
overset the Prince Marlborough^ and ^ven peaoe to 
£urope. If that statesman himself had not fekaf;" 
iironted and undervalued by hid quqiidadi colleaigues, 
probabfy he too woi^ld npt have been ready aliiddesir*^ 
f»us ^o sei^Q uppi^ the v%$aii( p09ee^<>nof the Queen* 

r • . • « • ' 

^ • The reader here, is not .to, be tol4 of the rivalry between the 
€0^8m8> ^e Duchess of Marlborough and Mrs. Abigail Hill^. mar; 
Jica-to Mr:Ma8ham/*aftenirai^8lx)iaMMh^ of Oats. Colonel 
ion, ber brother^ whom the 0uche88, in allltte vi^^lgari^ of a woman 
in a j^assip^,; calls a ijagged bpy, aiSbrded by his forced pnaaotioa 
the first proof to tiie world df Marlborough's decline, 
,-...., t LordQxford,, . ,. , . t 
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'" **ObBerve," continued Ehrelyn, seeing Tremaine 
Prepared to contest it^ - ^^ I do not say that this Was 
'dtber the only or the chief cause that governed good 
Mrs* Morley^* but it greatly assisted as a second 
cause; and many such causes^ to use the language of 
BacoR) which I quoted just now, ^ confederate and 
liidi:ed together/ produced the disposition to peace, 
least ^ekpected in England; and this (in the same lan- 
guage) drives the mind ^ to Providence and Deity.'' 
* ^^1 wish I could make this out," said Tremaine^ 
' ^^ You had no difficulty in the case of Sennacherib/* 
MtUmed Etelyn^ ^^ and it wpuld not be a hard, 
thoiigh I altow it. wpuld be 4 speculative. task, to 
imagine by what influential second causes the bloo<i(y 
imd. spirits, and passions of the Duchess were moved 
io ih^ predse point which disgusted the Queen* We 
<anfiot difleeet pur minds, but ^e know that 

• . •lathesonl 

... . Al9 ma^y leraer fecuUiei Hmt serve 

Reason as chief.< Among these, the fancy next 
^ . H^ o$ce holds; of all ezten^al things • 

'Which the fire watchful senses represent. 
She fonns imaginations, aeiy shapes, 
^w! ' ^Jffipdli rdinflpi }oioing or disjoin!^ 
. . , , ' yAD what ;ire affirm, or what deny, and eaU 
Onr kni^wledge, oar opinion.* • , , • 



"- <. 



; ^ ihe prifiRt<f.liam'e wMch Queen Anne, in tlie days of her iih 
manee'mtkjb&e'Piichesy,' assumed in her letters:' the Duchessj, in 
the. sam^ si^irit, ealHog herself Mrs. Freeman. Charming mo- 
ments! Bikt they were moment!. Do not laugh at them, Reader, 
yon hare had tikiem yourselt 
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{• * " Thus you see that fancy excites, for reason to 
determine ; and though you tell me (as perhaps you 
.will), that fancy is nothing but the physical effect of 
.the wanner or colder temperament of the brain, 
exercised upon what we have seen or heard ; until 
you also pfove^ to me that all this was beyond^ the 
control of the all-foreseeing Deity, when he b^gan 
.the history of the. World, you cannot be satisfied that 
motives are not presented to us, which though ^^ 
are perfectlj/ free to adopt or rgect them^ so as to 
make our conduct our own, yet are they all the jvhile 
conducing ' to some great scheme of government, m 
.which, while we seem to manage, we are but subor- 
dinate actors." 'i 

^^ There is certainly much in this,*' isaid Tremaine^ 
^^ and the more it is illustrated by cases, the better." 

" It would, take us too long," ; replied Evelyn ; 
^* but I cannot do it better, perhaps, than bj^eferring 
you to the business of the House of Commons, in 
which you were once so eager." 

*<This will be, at least, remarkable,'' observed 
Tremaine. ^, 

^^ Why, on how many occasions, night after night, 
have members upon members, particularly of party 
men on both sides of the House, yourself among them, 
voted upon things (I must, of course, say according 
to your consciences) which would never have been 
thought of, because never presented to you, except 



from tUe management oT one or two, or at most half 
tt dozen leaders'. These have already settled (out of 
the House) all that shall be done within it; yet, men 
Uke yourself have ali^mys felt independent in your 
votes." * 

' ** No doubt !" said Tremame. 

'^ So man, in chusing or refusing," replied Evelyn, 
"is liable to be led, yet free to determine." 

" You have made out this,' too, better than I ex- 
pected," proceeded Treihaine; **but if I understiind 
you, we must at best fall back upon our old difficulty, 
since you prove all to be the act of Heaven, the leaijer, 
not of man, the ledi^n^^ For although you guard your- 
self by the salvo that the will is free to determine, yet 
if the motives presented are sufficient to produce, the 
determination, I see no difference between that and 
positive force. In yoUr illustration, you supposed a 
few leaders to propound all business of the House of 
Oemmohs* They, then, in effect do that business ; 
land if so, though those' who adopt it may in fact be 
free, yet the junUt alone are pnncipally and really re- 
sponsible. The efiect of this upon our que^tioi^ is 
obvious ; for, from your own account, it is Heaven 
that moves us, though we think we move ourselves, jn 
the same manner as I toss an apple before a child to 
make him move in the direction I wish him. Thus, 
then, all our acts are God's acts ; and though, spite 
of the mechanism you have supposed, some responsti 

V 3 



bility roayaHachupoD'^ydt^ in e&et, ail tbat }s 
dpike^ hbing doiie by Hei^v^o, the evil arid sins of the 
mowl^ ha^ Hefl^reII Skc their ine^tigatori. This is fear- 
ful^ ao(l £rom yoi^ t Isbked for a. &i dU£ferem exr 
position." 

<^ This is no moreihan'trtiat Ieiq)eiitl3d^ni one so 
keiefki.iB o^ectibn," replied Eveljf^.r :<^Nay, I Vill 
own to ybuy I ihidc it ihe \ jgteatiGist i diffictilty in tli& 
.wbclQ!9«:t'bjeet* . S^titt I think* it fday^beadvedJ^ * 

r^Mf it cat); you 'will have ny.eieffnal ikanks," saii^ 

<< At I^st be aissiii^dy'.' continued Erelyn/^Hbat I 
mean no. sucb impiety as that H^ten is the audior 
fsl* sin. . l«i order to ihis^ I woald bej^ yoti fer ever to 
k^e^p iqi. mind, that thiere is a'bi^oad and marked dis<^ 
linctioA between an eoent^ and tke m&rplcfmduct that 
prikdufi^s^ ik 'f he event, a«dordifigitb us^ iwost always 
*be'Q(»d% >eitber by his^wiUnigv or sqfferkig it to be 
iHQCHight Sabotit; the jnasmercf. bringing^ it about 
^ay be f^Hirely the agent V'. 

. .^< This is impoctant^^' said 'Tremainev * - ; * 

f' ^gaii^ tbe agsncy may .be.of; a nature either vtre 
tuQus 0r iviciousy according, to the character of: the 
^gent eiaploy^d; which character is his own, and is 
not defected from tlie mere circumstance of his being 
U9ed as an agent*. A physician may use violent or 
gentle n^BQ^diesi as best suits the nature of) the case^ 
yet is hes not the author of the poison or .the ^eoiol^- 
lient which it may be necessary to administer." 



' ** Proceed,** 8aid Tremaine. 
'* ^^ If a poison, therefore, be to be administered as 
a medicine, the physician does hot make it more a 
-poison by mixing it np, or giving it to his patient. 
So, if the Almighty, in his wisdom, chuse to remove 
even a good man from the world, or, for impenetrable 
purposes of his own, to occasion his downfall, or try 
him by any severity of discipline, (of all which we 
can never be the judged,) should he dd this through 
the in^rumentality of Wickedness, and a man v^ho, in 
bis firee-agency, has become ripe and ready for this 

instrumentality, " 

'- ^^ I see your meaning,'' said Tremaine ; ^ and allow 
that Heayen^ though it ordain the event, does not 
^lise (he wickedness/' 

'» ^^^ On the contrary," returned Evelyn; ^^so deter- 
Mh^' might the iDeitybeilo leave man perfectly free, 

^uit in cAsting the schema of his dispensations when 

>■ • • • 

'life'origtMHy created mankind, he might, according to 
9iiy theory, from foreseeing what every man would do 
in given circumstances, have originally shaped his 
own government of nature accordingly.*' 
' '^This would allow him even to alter, or accommo- 
date his plans; but is it possible,'^ said Tremaine, 
**thatyottJcan mean togo so fiir?" ^• 
J- « It is clear firom all that we see of the powers of 
Oody' replied Evelyn, ^< that nothing can happen 
without him ; and also so clear, that he has led us 



free to.determiDeof oujrselves upan oorMtionB^ thit 
^ am ready to go any length, not , amoun ting taim** 
possibility, in explaining tijie seeiniog/iiKronsisteQcy." 
^^ Do you mean then/V.asked Tremiune^ ^^ that if 
.any. very /wicked man, Borgia, for example, . had 
chosen in bis free-will to. be yirtupus^ that thexQ^rse 
of things origi^oaUy in the Divine mind, would have 
been affected by it ?" .,-.,: . 

, ^^ I go all that length," said Evelyn* . : > 

, ^^ This is the roost extraordinary doctrine I ever 
;heftrd," observed Treniaine, yet seriously revolvi^ 

the train to which it led. . - . 

, ^ It is not altogether new," returned .Evelyn ; ^ at 
iei^t^ there is a very; curious dialogpjs.of Laftfeqliw 
Valla, quoted and enlarged by Leibnitie in^Jhis^ essay 
upon the Goodness of God, and the Free-will of Man* 
In ' this, he supposes Sextus Tarq^im^s to ocmsult 
the Delii^ic oracle as to his fate. It is predictiedb 
He complains. The orade refers him to Jitter and 
the Destinies; to whom he bemoans himself,; and 
^ysj, they might have made him hap{^ if (hey had 
pleased. Jupiter answers, it is you who determine yoor 
own lot. You chuse to go to Rome to be a king, and 
I know best what wiir happen there if you do. 'Give 
up going to Rome, and the Destinies willspin another 
thread for you* Sextus does not see why he should 
give up the chances .of being a king, and thinks he 
^ay avoid the evils of a visit to Rome, and be a^od 



-ttonareh' nbtwttbiltAnding: He goes^ and' is uh-> 
done.'' 

<<This is d1na9iiig9" si^id Treniaine; ^^but how 
'doeffthis'coin^ up to ydar doctrine?" 
. . " The story is not ended," observed Erelyn* " Thc- 
odosias, the *high-)>riest and favourite of Jiipiter, 
fB a liule shD^ked at the- answer to 'Sextus, and sub- 
jQsissively begs to know whether he migiit not hav^ 
)[>een lallowed to hiB a good king as he dedired. Jupiter, 
through Minefva,; shows him. the palace of the Des- 
tinies, in which ate the pUuis of many worlds, vary- 
itig.accptding to. the cfbdice and actions x>f men. In 
some of these, he ^ees' Sextus, under another clmce^ 
exceedingly happy; but he had chosen as above 
stated> and the ' {dan * of the world he' was in was 
sbaped-accordingly." . . * 

f 'f This is a profound speculation," observed Tre- 
maine.'^' » ^ ■ • ■ • / 

. ' ^>-It is so," said Evelyn^ ^^ but I wish you to pursue 
it. It will show you that men who have chosen ill 
may be used by; the Almighty for his'owh purjboses, 
yet they, and not Heaven, be the alithcirs of their o^vn 
sia.^ Having choseh sinfully beyond redemption^ 
God may then make use of them, and for a vehile 
appear to let them prosper till his' purpcMses are 
answered. It is in this sense that many a scrip'tural 
phrase of seemitigly dangerous ambiguity id to be ex- 
idained,' where God is supjpoaed Xif harden men in 



-> 

aheir sins;: ta haTe- hardened PhAmohV heoifty dk 
inatance; than whtcb, without such explanation^ few 
«xprewkms: caii-be so liable to abuse.'' 

'< This account is not without pati^ction," said 
-Treniainej ^^for I own tliis very point has often pro- 
.▼oked, as well as baffled my enquiries/' 
•- *'You;mll observe," continued Evelyn, ^Hhatl 
bstri supposed the^ case o# a witfering good man de- 
stined to trial. Liet us now imtiigtiie a wicked maa 
destined W punishment. Here^ it is obvious, sin may 
be made use of to punish sin, without his being the 
cause, who dii^cts wUefe itshall Ml. As^ if a tyrant 
fMr>|MfiTaee villain be cut 4^ by enother tyrant or 
private villain•■^ 
i <^I wtBh'thiiiekplained,"saidTirefnaine; 

** I do it thus," replied Evelyn ; ^* Suppose a mftfi 
prepare his Weapon^ideteritiined to murder A, and 
way-lay him for that purpose* God, by his- secret 
agency^ influeneiee A'nbttofM^ that way, but impels 
B^ a very sdnfol niian, to do«o,-^who is mistaken and 
jmnndere^ by the original plotter. Here the sii^ of 
muvder was already eom{dete in the assassrn^s mind, 
caused by his oiyn> firee-wiU alone^atid cannot* be 
attributed to Heaven^ though the fall of the blow 
wbere it did fall^ may be soaCtribat^d, atid justiiSed 

^^Thi* is i^«Ulgibl&," said Tt^njtiner <^ but strp-» 
pose the case of the good ^iBat¥ai!l off bylhie eeciet 



iafi#eii€€ lyrer tbe:»9Cfaaaio« For e^tanlple, could we 
sopjNifie the. aknlra^m dugger off Miu:j[>elh real^ ahd 
seeitmltrdhiUtnghiditbe way ^p Dunean) must wb 
wimlbeiv pity: bis weakme^s, and Buppqs^ him blirdly 
dealt with in being so t^oifitedb'^ ' . : 

• ^^EHi^ 4bing feneied by lihe great B^rd ia ao das- 
ri^y'86 aaeved^?' YefdilBd Evdyn, ^^ tbat.i cannbt be 
durpiiaed at yoiir- wannlb-r^Ir might : eYen join in it*^ 
But» accordihgitb .our. principles^ efen^lhis case is foot 
an exception. Macbeth was atreaciy:c6i|yiemQed9'past 
redamption iasiiv hy JUsihaTiHg lislefied to the temp- 
tations of the wekrdr staters^ otad;thi? ^badiilgs of hia 
i»fe. He might^thctaferef/beselecAedyiad thep^o{^ 
iMtmmdtit of Heavei^s purpdse, if khoiit its^enhaiic^ 
inghis sinin tbeeyebf iheDeityJ : He had sacrificed 
to the devil, and renounced God; what wondef that 
God should rehonhoe him^ cn^ siippdsing tbese beau* 
tiful horrors true^ pevmitthem^* : ' . :- 

: 'By ^streng[tb''of -their iUQ^oD^' 

To draw him on to his confusion^' . ' *. 

^ ** This, however, fa. an imaginary case, and respect 
for Shak^are alone has made' me stop to answer 
your question upon it. ' If really thiere were such an 
air<lrawn dagger impellibg a man, not othermse so 
inclined^ to murder; depend upcm it, it 'would not be 
the work of Heaven,— which cto never instigate to 
sMsk^nbr ^n .^he s^(;ret influences I have mentioned 
h^ U8e'<io|h9^wifiefbc^n for goodness and justice* For 
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iii8Caiic6) in the case t supposed aboVe^T^here A re- 
golfing to waylay and murder B, Heaven secretly in* 
flaences B not to tak6 the road he intended/^ "» 

'• ^ If it influence at all, why not for harip as welt as 
for good ?^' asked Tremaine. • 

* *^ Simply, because every thing we see andknoWof 
the Deity^ the whole frame and cQxiBtttutioii of things^ 
every contrivance of nature, prove 'him to be good 
and just. Throughout his worlcs aU is instituted (or 
good,'nothing for evil.'' 

• ^< Tet he nmde man," said Tremaine^ ^^ and conse-^ 
qaently the evil that belongs to him." ; 
. ^ nere is no scheme or contrivance Jbr this edl 

in his composition^^ replied Evelyn. ^^.It is, therefore, 
adventitious and his own, as I have shown yooJbe- 
fore." 

^ How it could spring firom himself without Heaven, 
is the question?" obseryed Tremaii^e. .. 

^^Milton will answer you better than I," returned 
Evelyn, 

'Whenlutt \ 

By unchaste looks, loose gestuiesy aad fopl talk. 
But most by lewd and lavish acts of sin. 
Lets in defilement to the inward parts. 
That soul grows spotted by contagion, * 
. . ImbodiM and iBOanrtes, till she quits lose 

The cCvine property of her first being/ ;. . j 

^ Tht& finef doctrine of Plato he goes on with; as * 
you know, to account for the unwillingness of such 
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self-depraved creatures to quit the sensual world they 
love^ even for Heaven; and hence, he says, - 

■* Those thick and gloomy shadows dainp> ' 
Oft seen in chamel yaults and sepulchres. 
Lingering and sitting by a new-made graye. 
As loth to leave the body that it loved." 

'^ Beautifully terrible!*' exclaimed Tremaine. 

^^ And well reasoned as beautiful," said Evelyn^ 
^ allowing it as mere allegory or illustration. It shows 
how easy it is for the mind, left to itself and its own 
free-will, to be self-corrupted, self-degraded, till fun- 
moulding reason's mintage,' it converts men into real 
brutes, while they, 

* So perfect is their misery, 
, Not once perceive their foul disfigurement, > 
But boast themselves more comely than before.'' 

^^ This is charming language,'' said Tremaine, 
^^ and accounts too well for much of the wickedness 
that exists, without accusing Heaven. Still, upon 
this secret power of influencing, if it lead to a specific 
crime, I cannot feel satisfied; for with all the wicked- 
ness of man, the individual crime must be Heaven's." 

" You will recollect," replied Evelyn, ^ that our 
disquisition is under a difficulty that always attends 
generals, when we seek satisfaction as to a particular 
case. Be assured I nowhere pretend that if even a 
wicked man be instigated by Heaven to a very 
wicked act, which he xoould not otherwise have cer-- 



40i9iljf'commified, be ' wOuId be mad^. r^sponsitile for 
that act. But we have beeq all the \tay through in 
the regions of &ncy, or rather of obscurity, of uncer-* 
tainty as to facts, and of hypothetical contingency. 
Your dramatic case, therefore, can admit of no. 
absolute demonstration. Still, if I am allowed to 
command my possibilities, (as PameH in his hetmit> 
^iny principle, if it is sound, must be capable of 
proof.'^ 

• « Thi« it is but feir to allow yon,** said Tremaine. 
• ' ^ Why, then, even in the air-drawn dagger of 
Macbeth,'' safd Evdyti, ^^I could suppose it might 
send him, Heayen-marshalled, to the chamber of 
Duncan, and yet the blame be all his own/' 

** This, itideed, would be ingenious," cried Tre- 
maine. 

,..« jldmit,'^ continued Evelyn,^ that Duncan, for 
#ise and proyideiitial purposes, not to be scanned by 
us, might be destined a sacriftce. Admit that Mac-* 
beth,fl;fter an atieastititended and believed inter- 
bourse with hell, had determined upon that sacryke* 
Adroit, therefbre^ that the sacrifice was to be made, 
iridby hlW|- 
" ^'WhatthehKifited Tr^nialne. 
' ** Why, then^ the ttianner 6f it hii^hl be Heav«n*s, 
VetTiotthesin.*' * i •'^•* ^ - 

^ Cbuld the manned Dlakeany di19erence,'| cri^ 
IVieta&ine, " so fts to iastifV the ihterpodtion T* 
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.^^ V k»ow Bot," replied Evelyn, " and At best^ we 

arOi as I said, in the regions of fancy; but' if fancy 

could suppose it, I have a right to make a^upposif 

tioti." 

** Agreed," said Tremaine. 

^ ^^ Why, then, can I imagine that, if Duncan wc^ 

to &Il> and his throne be usurped ixy a wicked mv^ 

derer, U might very much rai^e the horror of the 4^^, 

so as to kindle the desire of vengeance that followed, 

and .accomplish the restoration of hi& fiimily in the 

way Jt was acqomplished^.if'he fell, as he did'^t, 

under tbe roof of the assassinr. withwhom he was 

. ,. ^ • 

, , 'Ja double trust, u 

first as Ms kinsman and kis subject^ • , 

Strong both against the deed ; then as bis bost> 
Who isbooldagalast bis murclerer sliut tbe Joor; 
Not bear tbe knife bimsdf.*' '* ' ' 

. **'I confess tins is at least ingenious," «aid>Tre- 
maine, ^^ and for Shakspearc^s-^ake, I could altfiost 
believe it." 

'<< Ceqld youfollowa better guidei**^ asked Evelyn. 
^ Indeed he goes oh to say, that the virtues of Dun^ 
can. .■•-"■; •'..". •••■ • ••• ■'./. •■ • ". . 

\ . '^tSU pletd^like angpels^. ttumpet-tDngued^ against 
The deep damnation; of his taking o£fV 

; ; ^^ You deligly;^.TOe,"jsaid<T^emarn^ ;^^Vf}>r tbougln 
ap jpu say, 'this is {}ut an imaginaiy cai0> y^ it 19 
tfllty to' extend it by.'appUcati^ to pther cases that 
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^ " We know in point of fiu^t^" continued Evefyni 
'*^ tbbt th^ manner of an action has odeti produced 
consequences disproportioned to wb^t might be eic- 
pected from it : the deaths of Lucretia and Virginia, 
for example. You see, then, that it is possible even 
for our finite and vety blind understandings, (uhin-^ 
formed of a hundred millionth part of what is known 
to the great Disposer of all, looking at once into 
past, present, and to come) to fancy cases where the 
Disposer may lead^ and yet b6 the author of no sin* 
If this be so, how much more may he lead, where 
the leading is for jgood, for safety, for protection 1*^ ' 
<^ Again, I would wish you to come to some praC' 
tical illustration,*' said Tremaine. ] 

^^ Supppse you take the. story of Stmcmides -we 
mentioned,^ obseryed Evelyn* 
.^**I tem^mbet it beauttfiiUy told in Cicero," re- 
tumed Tremaine. ^^ I think he was employed to 
write a poem in praise of Scopas. He wrote, but 
pnly half his terses were . in praise .of Scopas ; the 
other half eulogized Castor and Pollttx. They werQ 
recited at supper, and Scopas gave the poet but half 
the sum agreed for, telling him, Ca&tor and Pollux 
might pay him the rest. At that instant, Simonides 
was called out of the room, by a message, as it wftd 
said, from two young men, who wanted him at the 
gate. No sooner had he lefl the company than .the 
roof fell in, and crushed them all, and by this Pro? U 
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dejQCe was tl^e poet paid. ' You surfely, however, do 
not; desire meito bdieve this nurse's tale. ^ You might '. 
as wel) require me tP believe that Castor and Pollux 
were really hatched from eggs, by Leda,' and that; 
Jupiter really was their father^ in the shape of a 

SrWaii*.,, •...■'.« 

; " I do not do this/' said Evelyn, " yet I should . 
not cfdl the tale of Simonides foolish, if only taken' 
as an illustration,. which is what you ask for. . That 
Simonides may stand for any good man, falvoured by ; 
Heaven^ is clear ; that he might be called out of a* 
room just before the roof fell in, and so escape de»' 
struction, is equally possible : it is only suppressing > 
the incident of the verses, and. the jeering of Scopas, 
and changing the twc^demi-gods into two common^ 
persons, who may^ however, be secretly moved by . 
Heaven, and the story is complete, whether for Jew, 
7ur)c, or .Christi^^n. For my own pa:rt, thus changed, r 
I am fre^ to avow n^y belief in its possibility, and if 
p^asitile^ il is an answer to your triuinphant'^ question 
from; Pope, ' whiether iEtiHi slmll fbtg^t to thunder,: 
or/griivitation cease, oc some nodding ruin suspend; 
its fall, till some good; man h^s passied by, and a bad 
one come within their range. ^Tis in fact a complete 
answer to the difficultiies, which you have certaioly 
made the most of, drawn from what is called the 
^Medianic^al Hypothesis/' 

" At what have we arrived ?- ' said Tremaine, after- 
a pause. 



^ At OrleaB$i'* returned tbe Doctor, smiKiig 81 
hi0 own joke; and the boat ranging alongside the 
mcfaarf^ the two friends landed^ and proce^d^d to the 
palaee- of tbe Bishop. >. . 

Tren^aine was, however, atiy thing tmt prepared' 
for a visit. Every one of his opinions, or rather bis 
doubts, upon, the great subject that liad occupied 
him, bad received a shock, fraught with the most im* 
portant conscfquenc^s. All that he had ever rdied 
upon as TaUd in his scepticism, had been made ta 
totter, and new and heavenly light seemed to4>urst 
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througli the brea«^hes that he felt had been effected in- 
o{Hiilons wbich he had thought impregnable; • - ^ 
To do him justice^ the prospect which this let in 
to him was very sweet tohis heart, atul his natural 
reverence for the Deity enhanced in a tenfold degred. 
the impression thus made. iPiety seemed suddenly 
regenerated ; and only proportionably stronger fronr 
the long, suspension of it which his mind had sus«- 
tained. . He followed hi? friend, therefore, with a. 
slow pace, and in silent musing, wlien a stream of 
liiusi^of the most sacred character stole upon his' 
ear, at first &int and dying in the distance, but en-' 
creasing in power even to grandeur as be approached^ 
it, in the very moment when his soul was most cal-- 
culated by previous preparation to feel its influence. 
AH this, however, must be accounted for in the next 
chapter* 
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CHAP. XV. 

A MASS. 



'* What hmnooj^ \» tU&y my. ^^o^ fn^nds ? Havk V 

SHAKSPEARS. 



EvERfr one has. iieard the Chacone of Jomelli ; 
cich^. solemn^ flouring,- majestie^yeifi^I^of sweetness^ 
Music nev«r hftdsiKh ti triunipb in'its power to kin- 
dle* veneration; The: sotil is rapt in a sort of expeo 
tation of > something preternataral,' some impending 
mystery,, some concealed wonder about to be wet* 
veiled. YetNit is felt differently, according to the ^ 
Ciar and taste^ the. character and ' sensibility of the 
beianen . As these lead^ so. is the heart affected. A 
personof a religious heart in particular, is ready to- 
admire, deprecate, or sympathise, in all the fervour of 
pure and perfect devotion. Even Lady Gertrude^ 
who had a feshionable ear, had felt these notes of 
grandeur ^ long drawn out*' But she only knew 
them as the music of the Castle Spectre. The name 
of Jomelli she had never heard, or fbi^otten i-t, if 
heard ; and at any rate, though she felt something 
amounting to terror when it was performed in the 



theatre, it was only, or chiefly, because il wfts inC" 
companied by a ghost. 

Very different was." the composition of Tremaihe. 
He never heard the Chocone, but his whole heart 
was arrested; he drank every note with all the mixed 
sympathies I have been describing, and spite of phi« 
losophy and scepticism itself, he felt as if something 
of sacredness had shed its influence over his soul, 
and inade him dream of .Heaven. 

What was his surprise on entering the cloisters'of 
the Cathedral, which, as' we have said, led to the 
Bishop's palace, to hear this identical compost tichi,' 
pealing through . the aisles, more solemn and impres- 
sive than ever he had heard it before^'^for it was 
accompanied by voices in full quire, of eacquistte 
harmony, performing an anthem in honour of the 
auributes of God, and the' course of hit dealings 
with men; After, this came the Te Deum of Graun, ' 
-:fiwhich if any one ever heard or can hear without, 
feeling his: soul transported to the very gate c^ 
Heaven, I can only say, I envy not his compqsifeioii. > 
, *Twas the whole chiapter, assisted by all the cleify, [ 
regular and secular of Orleans, celebmting a high 
niass;^ on' one 6f the highest days,: and formti^ «n 
union of two. orrthree choirs together, with thead-: 
dltion of several fen^le voices, remarkably sweet, • 
and equally. skilful. . . . : ; i 

/fhef two. friends stop{^d the moment their esrs. 
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v^ere thtis greeted, and drawing near to' a side door 
of the church, which opened into the cloister^ kept 
in. their 'breath^,' ahd placed each his fingier on ills 
mouth, that he might not lose a note from the intec* 
ruption of the other. 

s, A chorister in a surplice passing that way into th^ 
chapel, civilly presented them with a copy of the an« 
them, which was extracted from the 50th Psalm, of 
which the following is' a part in our English version : 
. ^^ The Lord, even the most mighty Grod bath 
filpoken, and called the world fix>m the rising up of the 
sun, to the going down of the same. 
. ^^ Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence* 

<^ Uffer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows 
unto the Most High. 

- *^ And call upon me in the time of trouble; so will 
I hear thee, and thou shalt praise me." 

The majestic solemnity of the music was.admirably 
fitted to set off the imagery and sentiment of these 
words, in the heart of any one endowed with the Com- 
monest feeling either for music or religion. But after 
the late discussion, and with a mind teeming, as it 
were, with these very sentiments ; impressed also^ as I. 
have observed, anew, afler years of$adapostacy, with 
their force and beauty; — ^Tremaine was particularly 
moved. He felt that every note had a peculiar poorer 
over his heart, as it rolled off the organ, and, with the 
^companying voices, filled .the vast concave of the 

TOL. III. o 
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ckurdby and die ^ high embowed rooP of the 
doifiter. 

Bm when the Toices returned at intervals to the 
verse whioh formed the burden to the anthem, set to 
the passages which may emphatically be denominated 
the Chacone, the power of the music was at its 
height^ and thrilled his very soul. 
.. The verse was,*- 

^< And thqu thoughtest, wickedly, that I am such 
an one as thyseli^ but I will reprove thee, and set be- 
fore thee the things that thoii hast done. Consider 
this, ye that forget God. '^ 

The crowd of spectators^ that thronged the church, — 
the. body of whicb was filled with the population of 
Orleans, all of them seemingly moved, some of them 
with wonder,some with hope, sotiie witk dismay, many 
to tears, — added potently to the eharm of the scene. 

Had Tremaine been Bolingbroke himself, he could 
not have been insensible ; for even of Bolingbroke it is 
recorded, that he was once so much moved by the ce« 
lebration of the Host at Paris, lis to Exclaim, after 
some minutes musing, ^ If I were King of France, I 
would suffer no one to perform this but myself/ 

How then was it with Tremaine? His prejudices 
beaten down, his reason much convinced, his objec- 
tions removed, or in a way to be so, with a soul ori* 
ginally pious, and at any rate, of the keenest sensi- 
bility, he seemed fixed in admiration ; his eyes and 
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evtr% were overpowered, his counteaiance beamed, he 
breathed quick, and his flesh seemed to creep. 

He was not unobserved by his friend, who measured 
his impressions by his own, till the obset^ation of him 
(with so many reasons &r it)^ became much the more* 
absorbing interest of ttie two; The music was almost 
forgotten in the contemplation of its efiects. 

In fact, full of hopes, from the conversations that 
had just passed, and the candid admissions of Tre- 
maine, Evelyn could not help watching the impres- 
sions of this imposing service upon him with peculiar 
interest, as the most unerring index that could be 
afforded of his real state of mind. 

But when, the anthem over, a prayer and thanks- 
giving ensued, which required all present to kneel, 
and he beheld him the first to bend in that attitude^ 
and saw that he was hot merely moved by example, or 
a wish to comply with the habits of the place, he 
hailed this sil^entpromise of a future-conversion with a! 
joy which he had some difficulty ifi keeping concealed. 
It spoke every thing h^ could wish, and more than 
Tremaiiie himself in words could have confessed. 

It was not that a man of fivelyn's discrimination 
could be content with what mi^t, he knew, prove a 
mere temporary ebullition, the consequence of a warm 
imagination, operated upon by a sudden and imposing 
scene, and excited to almost passion, by the charms of 
music. Kp I he saw the realization of his hope, (con* 

o2 
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ceited fipm many passages of the arguments thenar, 
selves most relied upon by Tremiune in defending his 
scepticism,) that this scepticism was solely of the 
head, while genuine religion and natural piety, had^ 
at least, originally possessed his heart. 

And so they had — for in them had he been nursed, 
with them had he been happy, and for them, after 
they had abandoned him, had he often and ardently 
sighed. 

Thi3 a}sp mi|st explain to the reader, what other- 
wise would promise but little real satisfaction, in the 
prospect which is now attending Tremaine* For had. 
he been a determined, rugged infidel, unijnbued frona^ 
th^ beginning with any religious feeling ; had he even 
ever arriyed at ^a)t wicked hardihood in scepticism 
which corrupts the heart as well as the understanding ; 
it woiuldbe trifling with common sens^ and inexcus- 
able in us as biographers, to attempt to persuade the 
w<H'td that this was a fiiir or reasonable conversion. 
No performance of die most exquisite sacred service 
coiild ever have moved him, even engrafted, as it was 
on a two day'^argtunent; and though 4hat argument 
might have convinced his reason, nothing in fact 
could* have removed prejudices so inveterate. ; ; . ) 
But it must be remembered that bis natural bias- 
had been the other way; that it was his understand- 
ing only, not, his heart',.that had been perverted, and 
that from the beginning he never had been able to 
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Escape into absolute disbelief though his refinements 
in reason, us well as eyery thing else, had. plunged 
him into doubts, from which he had in Yain tried.to 
extricate himself by his own powers. It must be re- 
membered, also, that for more than twelve months 
he had himself been laying the train for all that Eve^ 
lyn had been enabled so forcibly to impress upon him^ 
and that if he had not succeeded in convincing him* 
self^ he had often gone far towiArds it, and was familiar 
with the arguments vfhicYi were to convince him. He^^ 
combatted these arguments, indeed, with all the.fbrce 
he was master of, but it was in order the better to be 
satisfied with their confutation, where he allowed they 
were confuted. When, therefore, he landed with Eve. 
lyn from his boat, and walked with him to the clois- 
ters, where their progress had been thus unexpectedly 
««fld pleasingly interrupted, he was already a proselyte, 
and more than half prepared for that impression, which 
a. superstitious person might have traced to the imme- 
diate fii»gei* of God. 

: ' But Evelyn wait not superstitious, and if be hailed 
the emotions of Treinaine, as a proof that his mind was 
retunliiig from error to the right path^ it was not 
because he thought any ceremony, however solemn^ 
could efi*ect this, but because all that hadbeen passing 
fer the last three days, added to all that had passed* 
for the last twelve months, gave him the fairest hopes 
^^t ^ WM right, or in a ;way to be so. We may 
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«gua8» tSeaefaie^ with what pleasure^ when the aertic^ 
was ow^ be lo<ik bia arm i^nd entered ibe bishppVi 
'gBLKdeu which diVidedthe eath^ral fipm the palace. 



CHAP. XVl. 

JOUR BE rare. 



'« nrame your mAnd to nrfrtk ioid mMtinfteB^ 
Wlddk ban a tJwwad banosi and ^eilgjthtps life." 

• . SHAKSfBASX* 



^ It has been good fer ns ' to have been hete^^* said 
Erelyn, ^^ eren though ainidbt the emks of popeiif. 
Ii at least, never heard tikis Bublkne tan^c ao ilo|tae8- 
aively performed." : ^ 

^^*Tis an impreetfon/' obserred Tremaine, after 
some moments musing, ^^ that will not easily wear out. 
The sounds seenf stiil^ to float in ihe air, and. I «onld 
^tth not to part wkh them-so soon.-' . J 

At that instaht A ^ihestic, whom they %i|d denied 
to announce their Tistt, returned wUh a ttiessagefimi* 
Mtonseigneur, that be iltrasncit yet disengaged -'fhwi 
Ihe occupations of the churchy but h<^d to see them 
Hater.' 
• " I am n6t sorry for it,'' said TVwiame : ^l "Ms 
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nev^r so little disposed for a visit, and would mu^ 
leather for a time continue where we are." >^ 

^ I suppose that is in our power," observed EvfAjQi 
ioentioning their wish to the domestic^ 
. " Monseigneur would be too happy ^t any iinjfe," 
replied the servant, ^^ but to-dc|y is a fSte for the whol^ 
town, making no leave necessary;" and he point^ita 
an avenue into which . the people of thf place*, wejrf 
entering in crowds. 

The avenue was a long and broad waU; of beauti- 
ful acacias? that led £rom a fountain in a gay patlef f6 
to one of the principal .streets of the city, into whidi 
it opened by laige. massive hron gates^ tlia$ w:er0:9Uf^ 
mounted by the armsxjf the See, in burni&h^d g$din|^ 
These gates on high days, such as the*pre9ent|:wei<t 
thrQWU iKide ibr Messieurs et Mesdanies of Ofleans 
to e^ter and take tbeir.fecreation fpra cei'tiHti isdmliec 
of hours, and this they were now doing isi all tk^ 
plenitude of liberty and enjoyment. 

The bo^iaurgeois with ^bedr^wives and dap^hMiiN^ 
artioans^and gciaette? in their best attire^ ami (hOiigb 
old-iashioned as compared to I^aris, with anak Isf 
smartness wholly ;ui^known by tbesame wiik in Eng* 
land \ xhildren with their honn^Sf and be^uf9, whMt 
are nevcsr &?pid wanting in France,, laven in pktilji^ 
who took to the side benches, or ran up and downla 
mount in the, garden, according as the mopd Aey 
were in prompted them. To none, who were ^^ibe 
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least decency of appearkncci was admission denied, 
ft*id the two porters at the gated seemed never tired of 
returning the salutes of the numbers who flocked to 
enjoy the good prelate's garden in a holiday sun. 

The gentry of the place, &r from flying the happy 
throng, added to it with a glee almost equal t6 the 
wildest ; and the whole scene had an appearance of 
busy active happitiess, which must have pleased Dio- 
genes or Heraclitus himself. 

' ^^This is a gay sight indeed/^ said Tremaine, 
^ and one is happy to see so much happiness in our 
ieUowKrreatures. Tet, in the humour I am in, 
Jtinclled by far other feelings, I could have wished to 
bftver had this broad walk and these fine acacias all 
to ourselves.!' 

^We^hall, at least," replied Evelyn, "have the 
consolation of observing one proof more, that man 
H not an unhappy being. I think I never saw greater 
hilarity." 

■' ** What a contrast to the cathedral," cried Tre- 
raaine, "yet I suppose some of these motes were 
there." » 

"All of them, I'll answer for it,'* said Evelyn; 
**but there was a sun-beam in the cathedral as weH 
as 'here; I never saw a large congregation so atten- 
tive, or so impressed." . .i- ■ 

" Yet here," 6ried Tremaine, ^<all unbent, all for- 
getfbl." . . ' 



^ l^erimps not the last/'^obs^n^ E^yiU >; ^ 

^ Strange, at least, if it were so," said Tremaittf^ 
^ so near as we seemed to a. positive intercG^urse ^ith 
H^tTen;" and lie again fell into musing, andk41iis 
friend to a more retired part of the grounds, to wbich 
the Bourgeoisie had not access^ .. " ' 

. ^^ Depend upon it," resumed- Etely%.^^ these gaod 
folks only enjoy themselves the more for the service 
of the moniing. Their ^cheerfulness would not be so 
pure, if they thought it was not pleasing to ihapt 
'Beaveh with which they have just had communica 
tion— a communication, too, which only iraises cheeir* 
fiiiness. • Never was there such ,a mistake as the Sup- 
position that religion makes a miin sqiir : waqtb^it . 
may do so." ^ • A ^ 

.** My. good friend," said Tremaine^ ^* yo« pirofcfe 
too severely ;" and his brow became overcast. 
^* My dear Tremaine,'? cried Evdyn, « I meant it 
not for you." ^ 

** Your observJation, however," resuvied Tremaine, 
^^ hits me, and the more so, because I believe it cor> 
T^t. -Yes !" added he, after some further delibera- 
tkni, ^^ I allow my happiness,: nay ey&i my; temper, 
has been often much affected by the wreck I sustain- 
ed of all those treasures which you have preservedrr- 
not only. preserved, but improved* Would I had 
beenlike you !" . ..,../ /i 

•* It is by no means yet too late," said Eveiya; 
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and lie spokcttiil MtmtMif'i)^.iBOBtL conieti^ ebeer* 

fiftkUMHk . - * 

.iiffllhirtbihe:c{iiMdoQ/'waft^^ ^U 

iftMosCi^BUln JlbiiskediiLtiienvQrld^iift L^i^ spoiled 
lqr)ii^;>iLiiA/tboicjk}ubtsi 1^ to b^^b^iine be* 

coming troublesome, ImlModkibofanikP cwniiiQt^ 
teir wfafll. S th^m^l Jiht ^onaifsl ii^fe^^iii. order that the j 
ipigjhti Mt ioiei^fove mA ^o^ita {Hsutouitfi. rvvas ^^ 
vnjQ^'oianAed.io lUnk tbttd^iiprqiidice^, pfrovUkd they 
.trilled ifita:€eriaiiitjF-"^w . 1 ' / . 
j^^fiA«enl»ifet|^r!inleimpledEvel]rri> ^^whtcb^ I will 
veoAncev^b jajf^'yottfiibfer eredtted/' - 
. ..^^ jltemr^bijdkjaoi^'AprMfieded Ti-emaiile. ^^ It its 
jU;^eifllr.'evtdeot.:ta' my ixfm beari;, that^ however 
Btrongly I may have laid before you the arguments 
jtkat 6^ mocb shook: fAe^vl n^^nlally gave you every 
aasistmkoei fromi|6?eling and.vtri^hie^y v^l^ch you your- 
4^f «oi)l4 desire, in, enfia^rcitig tbe powerfbl answers 
you have given to my doubts." 

• .•f Have they been'powerfiil ?" lEisked Evelyn, with 
interest. ^' . 

. ^^ Most 3of them, ultimately, I hope, id iconyiction," 
answered Tremaine ; ^^ all of them weighty enou|^ 
-td>h««e itaggesed me where I thought myself stro|ig« 
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f ^^ I ball tbi6 coirfbsion with the truest joy^V replied 
Evelyn, " nor would I have it for tht present either 
mi^fiinpleot more decisive.'' ■* 
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" You are right, my friend," obwrved Tremaine; 
" The opinions of almost twenty years, although ne- 
ver well settled, neTW entirdy^ppted^ cannot be torn 
from their hold in a moment. But all is loosened, 
bowed, and bending ; and though the prospect is yet 
somewhat obscure, somewhat confused, the shadows 
that flitted round me are viubly retiring, and I be* 
liere aa welt as hope, that ere long a &ir morning 
wilt arise and let in the day." 

" This is beyond my expectauon," said Evelyn, 
" nay, almost beyond my hope; and I shaltever love 
these towers, these gardena^^his nver, in short, this 
whole venerable and classical ground ; but above all, 
that.jntereiting, though' deserted, St-'Jnl^ that 
caused our extroordiAary meeting, and restored my 
friepd to hia)Bel£;'Vr . . ' i. ' <■ . ■ 

" Sonethio^ hoKevAr, yet TemauErs to be dotW) and 
t^atbynonM^n^.tbeismidlcBtm importance or dl&t- 
jpulty," B»id Tremflintf. 

. 'i\ &Ar-apthitig)" cried tbe'Dbcrar, " ailer btiving 
cot>quei»d R bfydra." • :• ■; ;■; .i: ", . 
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CHAP. XVII. 



PUTURE STATE. 



« • 



gHAKtfPBARE. 



« Thb gardens of the Episcopal palace at Orleans 
are large and umlnageoiis, fuid the metry thtong that 
had been let in from the town being confined to a 
particular eoclosure^ thesa "mm jei space enough elae- 
.where/or even the thoughtful and serious niood of 
Tremaine to indulge itself without interruption. He 
was quite alive to Evelyn's observation on the cheer- 
fulness of religion ; and the scene be witnessed vtould 
have convinced a spleen daricer than his, that there 
might be a great deal of happiness in the world^ if 
tV^ world knew how to enjoy it. If he avoided this 
scene, therefore, and sought out a more secluded part 
of the garden, it was not from gloom of mind, but to 
. give loose to those higher thoughts which the last 
Important hours had generated. 






** I liad a thing to say'—btit let it go ; 

The fan it Ib the Hekren, and the prnnd day j 

Attended with the pleaanres of the woiid, i 

It all too wanton and too fiiU of gauds. 

To gire me audience." 
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There was a retired gtove of limed on tbe other 
»ide of the ground, between wbich^ and the moving 
scene under the acf^cias, the whole of the buildings 
called tlie Palace intervened. Into this he hurried 
Evelyn by the arm-— who, at any other time, would, 
perhaps, have resisted, for the sake of his &vourite 
contemplation of a holiday sincerely enjoyed by those 
to whom a holiday was valuable. But, .on this oc* 
casion, Tremaine was commandant for the day ; for 
it is not easy to describe the hope, and consequent 
pleasure, that had begun to expand his firiend^s mind 
on the subject between them. 
; And yet, reader, I dread another argument, for 
you as well as for myself; and nothing but the task I 
have»^ndertakeo, and the end I have pix>pounded in 
setting these notices to paper, could make me go on. 
^ At any rate, you may read or not, as you please. 
But if you do please, my love for Tremaine and my 
respect for Evelyn tell me, your pains will not be 
thrown away. . * 

. ^^ What you say/' said Tremaine, as they entered 
the grove above-mentioned, ^^ is very true: you 
cannot give up your visit as you have announced it ; 
but as you did not tell the Bishop I was with you, 
. you may leave me here, and I promise you my 
thoughts will have full employment till you return.'' 
.. ^^ Felix &ustaque sit," said ; Evelyn, taking his 
leave, and following the; servant, who had been sent 
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to ttonounoe fiuU the pndAto^ was Rt leifiure^ and 
l||fp«d to Me hiiB» 

. IVemame almoel rqbic^d 40 be alone^ bo tumul'* 
tiilGiir and seatcered* were ^itsidead, and so necessaty 
wati k'^Q nardbal them into some sort of order, be^ 
^Bvehe oottld say 'to hilnaelf w&at ^prnibns^ be Mid 
MaUy 4^bme to, what oonclusioiis wete true,* what 
dMbt&l) Mihat to be eiidi^ly rejected. Vhat new 
Ughm seentecl lb haye broken in upon hiiny ortii^li^i' 
Ifcat ihe long tbtckening ckrkneas which had obscured 
origina} Ti^bt hiad be^ pierced and penetrated/ so fES 
to be in a fiur way of beings dispelled^ was a'disco^ 
teiy-wbicli' eten bis halhrtual "prgwiideat ie^utd'tiot 
disguise '; ihd he hailed is with pleasure. StiHy thai 
aifuU'coiyTietiqn illdoiinated him, Coo^d not b^^^d ; 
and it was vmhipain that he:6till smote his breast as 
wit^ a faunied step he coursed the . Walb, w threw 
himsdfiocKste. of ^ aeats, imploring '<ffi^' h^ now 
actually implbmd k. of the Ahnigbcy), thai he might 
be still farther enlightened. 

He had been already oh his kiiees in the catheklral ; 
diongfa that^ in.isome Utile measure, had been frbm 
sympathy. Hefiew,.fccnn«beep, prone, and confiding 
hope, felt dt9po8e4 toresoibe that attkudi^,' and ad^ 
dcessr himself to Heaven for asflisfiance^' 
^ And this hk actually did I beliete yAo may, and 
tdl it who MR in the woriid'of tk^itt or fishion^ 
wiiere h^ liad mt^ biaaed in a light and colouting 
so very, very different 1 



»W^ l^^e^ fermi^ H sort 4tf labyriath in 
4116 9ide of ib0 vmlky composed 'm the old fashion c^ 
bornWooi Qiid cUpt y^^i^, so thick andiretired ^ lo be 
imperyfipud %o A^,0j^ jsaaH a}mps| to the mm it«el^ 
though glowing at that n^oment. Jnto.ihishe rft^ 
ti^eft^ i nor dre w^:A9b4m6d to mlate^/tha(; on 1iis 
koee^ a^drin^H.^neerUy and fervonr pf hettjfv Jfe 
.pi»yed for knowledge, 3^4 perhaps witboat knowing 
it) (or grace iiselfi^ -^ 

It ig sektott^ gii^l>, ppay^ arc^ unayMjiiig. It U U 
leadtooly where ; the heart is hardeni^ to- the core, 
.lh^ the fiupplicanit, liJge M^e murder-spiled king in 
Hamlet^ is <rf>liged jto confess/ , 

^ My TOrda % lip, niy thongjifs ireiiiain below, ' 
^ , Words without thoii^ts ncicer JUi Heaven- can go/ - 

The heart of Trc^inaioe wad indeed something l-e- 

UfTed by this act of dftrbtien, but he ftlt not.^ret the 

-reward which generally friends it, nor was it with 

ligbtoess of spirit (hat b^ returned ip the walk which 

^C€mtin^ed lo be abandoned to him by all the world. 

rForall the world was still flpc^ing toih^ h<4iday- 

tijfcklng.pf^ the other ride of the gardefi, thongUfthe 

hMC v*s so cpptessiye from a sultry sun, new above 

arn hour )>eyondi it^ mtt^idian, Ih^t toolal^reath ofair 

could be felt to &B a leafa the' yery Wfds slunk 

in, distress to trbdit darkest epveit i abd . all seeded 

theipeJace of feUenee, save wheie- a wpi^retwed hoi^ 

\<Jr^Vtft BOW. %nd^be«l ^tredttha^lifeiahd animation 

.-avere iiot «baohitdy extihcl-^ f 
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' ftfeauiine iti his then h&me of mind reqnii^ tliift 

dbiolate sdllnew, to whkb he gave himself up with* 

oat reserve ; — forming a- remarkabJe contrast^ could 

Any one have seen it) to the gay multitude within a 

ilirlong of his retirement. 

' Bat his thoughts were by no means yet aatis&ctory. 
Nothing can be more true than what he had himself 
MO' recently observed to. Evelyn, that the opinions 
of twenty years, though never well settled, never 
entirdy rooted, could not be torn from their hold in 
aaioilient.' It was a great point indeed gained, t^ 
have so won upon his fH'gadices upon the great sub* 
ject, as to have deprived them of their wonted power ; 
witness the act of devotion in which he had just 
indulged. But prayer for direction here, did jpot 
with him imply a life to come; which had always 
proved his most unhap^ doubt, and upon which, 
however long and even satis&ctory the recent argtt* 
ment upon providence, nothing in poiqt of fiict had 
been yet attempted. We must not therefore be sur« 
prised if his diflSculties — his cruel difficulties upon 
this part of the subject, still floated - throtigh his 
bmin, nay were almost encouraged to present them* 
selves to his recollection, as if his mind, astonished 
at the change it had experienced, was fearful that 
•t had been taken bysarprise,andnot&irIy dealt by, 
tind had therefore become wary and suspicious of 
•what seemed too great a benefit to be so suddenly 
conferred. A sort of reaction w^is thus generated in 
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fkvour of those of his old tenets, which at kwl had 
not yet been discussed. Nor is thb, spite of his 
ple&sure in the prospect of the complete recorery he 
had hoped) either new or wonderful in the buinaii 
mind. After a violent storm, though a calm succeed 
and all is fair, the undulation of the subsiding wwres 
Will continue for some time on the sur&ce. . 

Thus it was with Tremaine, who though almost 
satisfied upon providence, wasrby no means out. cif 
doubt as to ah hereafter; and who^: as has beeaob* 
served, from the very surprise at the change he felt 
upon other points, was the more jealous to receive 
satisfaction on this. 

That all and every thing is and nmst be witMn 

the power of the All-knowing and All-supreme, can* 

not be denied, said he to bis own mind ; that there 

may be and perhaps is another state, nay innnmera* 

ble other states and other beihgs^ is no more tten 

likely ; that metaphysics may proves as fiur as such 

dark, * uncertain, and at best probable coojecturea 

'can prove, that our souls are immortal, cannot Aiirlj 

be denied. But is this, after all, more than feiy 

f^Rned gues9esy vtpon which many fine, perhaps un* 

answerable things may be said, without any absoluie 

satisfaction remaining behind? How many tUngs 

ajre th^re which we cannot ^ answei^ yet do not be- 

' Ueve ? The birds and beasts of the fi^ perish, and 

* do hot, cannot live agiiin. In what are w^ so mn^b, 
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M V^ much better than tbey^ that we alone are to 
think osnelviaB immortal? In bow many thingji 
baTe wa 'Only a common "nature with them? Oar 
6nii% O0ilititotiQ%.Ufe9 n^echaaisiKi, apd thejEneaoa 
faf which att are.cmaiedy ^upported^ and destri^ed ^ 
leven t^eamnalefialUjrf wd th<r«&i;f it should seam 
the immonaUty of <ot|r aqula) (if they are immortal>^ 
alU ally efettjotti^ jreaac^ fkre t^Bame wiih^thfafs^ 
jNUomng 'HMpdfi to <Uvemty of figufei &euU]^ 
^and degree. And YfbMi i is th^e^d i^ thin Teason/ tbi^ 
iioasted characleriatic diffinvBCf^ t0 iqake wf^emm^ 
<oi|ifiehres'soki&itteljr mo^^/faryopredx that wbile timjf 
perish we cannot die? 'Tis true n^;. friend baa fW* 
<*oii«H'«M4;«^iP^TAd#,ficey^'an rin^s^tjpn, fL gcn^m-* 
4iieat«bgr iborl^asttHigba ,>9-as8ist , qui^ mostipip^- 
Aet^and d^ifg^PQuii/rfliaaoftiv aod' tbar^ to He^yeni 
4uidf:UBariie «a9^|i&nw»H> I ^^bink I\i9ay say 1 1^ 
^uptm^Ahia sfili^e^ly ^^viif re ,l4iad, .^nce , deipiiiffd;^ 
satisfiMU^*. Heligio% . 4h0i»fi>r% ^ f^r^ af(<tl|» 
l^flMMSf haa;iel«inMl; (and ^w^lj) , tormy iieaf^. , Pge 
to Dte agftia) XoJ^ Ji^i^U) accent. hereMter|.|p 
^ judg^ iii^a^ fi|t^r€tvg(ate,ii>r ajl^.w^ hay^^nei?i 
Ibia; m Afr^4^jpy9pf ;^ea;7fi|^^ or th^ punisbo^t 

o£Ml4-ntsKhieve)f|h^!nfM^ i?f»^ wbtip 

hiaat nor ca^i sm IWfl^J ifw? ifwW.ff?*' ?a^W^ 
(l%hu laneneatisigr «l^ ^ '^a^^V W*^ ^Wn tt4» 
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tuo^t orufel point of interne, who^ everir^ without the 

gOflpel^ would be an infidel ? 

No one, 09QttQued Trenmine in his soHloquji no 
.006 has yet fetilrned iirom the oth#r world to assure 

Hi of its existence^ Of if it exists^ which probably it 
. does, thftt it does-so for us. Here W:e sec that all ia 
•^moFtiA. > T<Mlay aalou^ed}' to-morrow a clod;: to* 
: «Uy sparkling^ to-^moffrow : cmmbled* Such i» th|tt 
.poovdirdt aad he^laoki^.at a d^^ad lifinet which bad 
flieto leftjn jthe.iFalk« Y^tt;>lit a lew hopr% a|id 
itdMgrlKidavheart, and it breathed ; a wsilU^^ and 
it Jonxi ) xAQtipni: and; it Aeyt^ it Wfia capable ^f 
^li^ppittesto^, and -happy; and n^wtioinor^. if this 
other tfaitti 49kir o^ft biatciry J beginning injoy^rcon* 
tUftoing * la ' action, aaAng . in oblivion. In what« 
Jlien, ahreiwe difl^enlf from ih^ linnet ? or becansie 
wm.Me^ direcied.byi reason^ he iby instincily ^wm 
tlmigh FmYidence gotembofii, < why is d^oth obli- 
vious to him and not to me ? '' r - : . : 
^Riese w6ra,«Bud'treflaoU0n$|- and eomiog in the 
irain ;6f rsuek happier feelings. atf had begnn to 
possess him^thcgr aatoriished even hifn8elf>.and:fijybed 
^him'mth dism|^ \It was thei?efiMre i^t; ?^tfaout 
wosiial {deasfBrey.iaitfi : a -sansatiote ioi, lEelieQ: that, 
-afterafew ihihutBsmore of niiisii:^,:notvat.^j8ipi|i|k 
Jfaetofy, he hahekl the letnra of JBtelyn frgmlhi^ 
•^it^i^uliminfidiately joined hiou * [ 
^ Upon being, af^fised^of thM ]revulsio9 mM wejTji^ 
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'in the miBd of his fKend, the Doctor, a little UiAsasjr, 
questioned him as to the state -of his opinions on the 
sgreeki points they had already discussed. 

** They are where they were," said Tremainc, 
** when you left me ; that is, there is an approxima- 
tion between us not more pleasing than unexpected* 
' But although I allow my prejudices as to the go- 
^ vemment of tlie world by providence, as to all.ihe 
metaphysical arguments on the nature of matter and 
spirit, and above all as to your great argument from, 
innate feelilig, are much beaten down, if I may not 
toy they are removed ; although too, I can say with 
• confidence, my feelings are all newly and. strongly 
'awakened on the side you would wish, instead of 
« being blunted and deadened as for years they we^e ; 
•till the belief of all we have discussed does not 
-seem incompatible with the disbelief of a futufe 
'State) and the proof of that state seems as much 
as ever wanting." > . . •..^^/ 

- • •* I thought," said Evelyn, anxiously, " we had 
^yesterday settled, that ibr us to be such machine as 
' you had supposed, was absolutely impossible." [ 
/ '. ^^ You argued it admirably," replied TremaiM, 
1^^ and most certainly proved to me that materialism 
'was an absurdity. You also showed^how presum* 
able it was> that to be spiritual was tp be in^mortal. 
But even you allowed that .this depended upoptho 
^ill of Heaven j end your whole argument, ^as JL 
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observed to you, applied ta brute arid beast, as weH 
as to man. That they too are to live again, that 
any scheme of the Almighty' in creiattng the universe 
is to embrace them in any other part'of it, you will 
scarcely contend ; and the step is but a short one 
'frbm them to its. Wbatev^ our place in the gene- 
ral order of things, wblttever the end and object of 
bdr being, (quesiioris for ever inextricable to human 
intellect), why are we to suppose that we alone,- of 
all sublunary creatures, are not to continue sublu- 
nary," oir obey 'the general lot of destruction ? *Ti8 
true we have reason ; but does that do more than 
elevate us a little in the scale • . • • •" ^ 

" A little in the scale !" interrupted Evelyn* ^ 

" Heartrie," said Tremaine, " be assured you will 
find me a willing listener in return.^' 

The Doctor was silent.' 

'' Does reason then do more for us," continued 
Tremaine, ^^ than raise us a little in the locale ;— en* 
al>ling us as it does, inferior in ofiaiiy things, to ob- 
tain the mastery of all : to move the mountain, 
clear the forest, and tame or expel its inhabitants, 
nay enlist many of them on our side i in short, to 
resist the eleihents, and almost direct the storm } 
That we are kings of the world, (and I agree withr 
you under the guidance of Heaven), is a demon-^ 
strated fact ; but' will this take us beyond the boun*» 
dary of our kingdom, where all our actions arecorh 



fisitfd) and to vhichinre are, for any thin^ ihfkt^ ajh' 
pears, m much ckained Us* any of our fitibjecf^ 
ammate or inanimate ? 1 ask you to complete 
the ^at, the benevolent work you have b^gtin, and 
give me your proof that my fears ar« unfounded." 

^ Easily could I do this^" returned Evelyn, ^ if 

yott vnW only give the argument fidr play, nor ex^ 

pact more than the nature of the subject permits;" 

. ^^ Be assured I will ool^" said Tremaine: ^^ but 

to what limits do you confine ine ?" 

^^ To feeling and common sense," replied the 
Doctor; *^ I want no more." 

" Agreed," cried Tremaine. 

^' You will promise, then," continued Evelyn, 
^ that i^ this, as in the argument on providence, you 
will not demand proof of which the subject is not 
even susceptible ; that you will not expect geome- 
trical demonstration of wht^t can be no object of 
geometry." 

" I will," said Tremaine. ^* On the other hand^ 
you will not expect me to be swayed by simple con* 
jecture, or admit i|S demonstrated what may be 
merely a speculation." 

*^ This is, at least, not my design," -said Evelyn ; 

^^ and yet where all we see proves only that there is, 

and must be, infinitely more than we see^ who can' 

sit down content to go no farther?" 

- *^ I know not your exact meaning," observed Tp©^ 
maine. 
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^< That the woild dioald hare had a be^nning— * 
that is, that there should have be^Bii a time ;whefi it 
was not — impli^ that there was some design iti its 
creation, beyond - merely that- it shotild ^xist in the 
manner it does, and thefl be destroyed. Fdr ether- 
wise we approach -the impiety of supposing the AlU 
wise to have bestowed his pains and attention in 
tainy or, at best,*to amuse the spfice of a^moment-^-if 
we can venture so to talk as tp suppose amusement 
an object with such a Being. The child raises his 
house 4of cards for the pleasure of knocking it down 
again, or he employs himself' in making toys which 
fbr the time interest him,- but, as soon as made, in« 
terest him no longer. Can we, dare we impute 
such conduct to the Deify? ' ^Yet such is our sup* 
position, if we belike there ts no final cause ibr our 
existence beyond ' >w?hat we sec This cause it 
wholly goes beyond^ our unassisted faculties even to 
guess at. It surpasses reason, or even imagination* 
But of this we may be 8ure,-^that sotne end there 
is fbr our being here, as well as fof all other animals, 
all thie vegetable productions, and even for stbcka' 
aiid stones. Can we think that all other kihds wefe 
made for human kind ? If soj why a lion? why a 
monkey? Yet I own I am baffled whenever I think 
of a lion or a monkey. They have clearly no con* 
nedtion with man, and must have some purpose of 
their own, that caused their creation. 
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^ Reasoning is well as we can from the obfects of 
nan to the objects of his Maker, (which^ at best, is 
most imperfectly), we fibould sajr that it is not a 
usual object for which to erect a stupendous or ela- 
borate woifc, merely that it should exist, without 
any &rther end. The question has often been 
asked. What is the .final end of the creation ? Dif- 
ferent answers have been given. The glory of the 
creator has been the general one. I own I never 
understood this; and the answerer has, I think, 
been* fairly asked,' Is God then proud ? — The hap-, 
piriess of the cfeation, is a better answer* But, 
alas! this is broken in upon with so many cruel in- 
stances of the reverse of happiness, thiit, unless th&re 
is something farther, at best the account is doubtful. 
A third is, that we belong to a system, and that 
man and all other animals have their place in it. 
This is your famous Bolingbroke. Does this inform, 
still less does it satisfy us one whit the more ? Does 
it give us any knowledge of our end or aim, of the 
nature of the system we are plajced in, and for* 
what purpose placed — pa:rticularly if all is to end. 
here, and we are born only to die? Yet this is. 
your ailment; and you not unfiiirly refer me to 
the mean^^ animals, who seem so bom, and ask 
why theira may not be our &te ; or if they appear,, 
as they do, of too little ccms^uence to live again, 
whether the difference between us and th^m, because; 
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we have 'speech and reason, with ten thousand 
crimes and corruptions which they hiaTe not, is s6 
great, that we are to be translated to some bther 
part of the system — they not?- 

'^ ThiSf I grant you, is &trly asked* Nothing 
tran be&irer than your staHement," said Tremaine. 
• " My answer is," obsenred Evelyn, " that, what- 
ever the object of the creation of meaner anichals, it 
seems fulfilled here, without going farther. TTiej/ 
have no responsibiiity^ and - from this circumstance 
alone, it should seem that futurity to them is Shut 
out. If the sort of happiness, therefore, which' they 
seem to enjoy, \^ the end of their existence, they have 
it, and the end is accomplished. But not 'so with 
man." - » 

"And why not?" 

" We have so inuch more, and so much less, than 
we want," replied Evelyn. " Futurity lies open 
before us, could we but open our eyes to look at it; 
and though Bolingbroke rave ever so much against 
the ravings of those who disagree with him,: the 
whole human world will never (because. they cannot) 
desist from endeavouring to make out the prospect.^ 

" Has. any one succeeded?" asked Tremaine. 

. " I know not," said Evelyn, " nor is it vital to the 

ai]gument that I should* It is sufficient that what I 

observed is true; the world is never satisfied but in 

the. attempt. Baffled^ thwarted, disappointed^ mor- 

VOL. HI. p 
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ljfi«di^.HMa^ fine 4i«dUi And ihom^b the pro^pea 
9mj n^nm teir^ hian 4f«incUj aeei^ apd tbe Poa4 
Mtwr cwipWieljr <^iie^ yet all ibat eyer weiie bom. 
Mid almost |is soon as boni^ take fi>r gtaOjIed that 
lher9 i^ this piroqp^t,, and ruflb. into die road, inrbich 
th^ tbiol^ iqual lend to kg ia tbe saoie opianner as 
ky^ tiy ihtir -^fioff^ or b.i»>ting dqg^ tbebr acent, 
fit>m tastina aloM* 

<^ I ask/fvbj this shoidd be J &r I presume yp^dp 
Ml di%MHe tha ^O.*' 

^< PerbapB oot," said Ti^maiae* 

^ Tbe% wl^tbis &ct? wlyr tbia d^fpositjoi^ neaer 
eiadid^ still b^inniiigy tbroiigbout the ^wi;T«^)f9e of 
JhiillMip. nati>r% iff all thase tpainsi this rasdessoess, xhh 
conviction of something to come, though we may pot 
discover it, be implanted in us for notbifig<?^ 

^^. B«i vsby ^not ^discover it ?'* said Treraaiaa^ 

<« Tbai ia <u>t for me to t^*' sef^Kad Etdya^'' ba^ 
ingamystery qf the cresilion, which, likea niliion ^tf* 
othar mysteiie% itia aal given aa tia tiarafd» Tbust 
ihen^ contenting m^f§»lf ytkh ibe^cirit is aol un^ 
ftnnoiiable to piasimif it aMiy ba onaof tba ^wy^fdans 
of our natum, that are ahaaM only JaaL ocaainQed 
there if this fatajriigr» witftaittlibaiiig fdlcywfdatasably 
to. behold iu Maw, aa anara do^s 4]f aanfa, this 
notion or fteliagli toofiaiich ; whife, faoAiinfc stiM^ 
notion or &d&ig^ and tiiat vte are narcrlD oijogitdt, 
is^^oalittfaBb 
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'^ ThtS) then, is one> though only one, of manjr ifli« 
portant di&reiieds b«iween*n»niMl the brute cDttAion, 
-«^oin wUeb jour fetrs w irll not pern^t you fen fib* 
tbiguish iiSr You p&owi indeed, that reason it a 
cfaaracterislic dittincliotv buit otdy as the daws of a 
lionarechMract^ttc.cf adiitinctioa of speeipn; and 
the utmoBt benefit ckf thb reason, is, according to yo«, 
to enable us to enslave the rest of the ivorld. I had 
hoped there were more things, even upon this earth, 
much more in Heaven and earth, ^ tlian are dreamt 
of in your philesephy;^ 

<^ l^ittingty wraM I'bear the pnxif of tbera/^ said 
A fvmaine* 

^This very conYersation proves ^hem,** answered 
Evelyn. 

** I know your meaning,** cried Tremame, ^'and 
sea alt to whtch this concentrated observation leads." 

^ No man better I will answer fer it,*^ observed 
Evelyn. 

^ You woiild tell me,** continued Tremaine, ^bat 
to be able to discuss this very question of a future 
state j to have those aspimtiohs after it which many of 
• uabave ; tooontemjdate aCreator in hi^ works, and, 
above all, even to aitempi to unveil theiinal purpose 
of the crcation,^ though we ftll,---prove8 there is 
soowthing beyond die present, to be knoum only 
heisafter.** 

**Yov pereeive my meaning exactly}** observed 

f2 
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Evelyn ; ^^ and I would ask why man is not only 
endowed with this, when no other animal so much jsg 
dreams of it, but is also so restless, so persevering, so 
intent upon it, from his cradle to his grave, (and only 
the' more intent as he approaches that grave,) if this 
were a mere philosophical speculation, like the sokr • 
system, electricity, or the philosopher's stone ? 1 1 ha^ - 

been forcibly said by the religious poet, 

• • • • ' 

' Who wuhtt G<^ immortaly proves it too/ 

''This is no more than sound argument. The, 
very wish, above all, being so universal in man, yet 
extending to no other creature, proves the whole 
subject* y^J ^ ' Because it is the voice of nature 
~-a voice that never yet was raised in vain. 

'^The approach of tieath apiials, the hope of im- 
mortality kindles, no animal but man* The ox grazes 
totlielast, — ^placid, happy, andj ignorant; the lark 
sings to the moment when she is hawked ; even the . 
very hare, when unpursued,^ though*>the hounds may 
be abroad, frisks and gambols in her covert. Till - 
the last blow is struck, not these,' but the whole, of 
animal life, when not actually threatened, is free from , 
tl)e evil,, the misery of apprehension. But we, al- 
though thesword 8leep,and a Trajan reign, nay, even ♦ 
frolic, with youth and health, we Can never deliver 
ourselves from the fear^ not so mucht>f death as what . 

is to foUow'after. And why this, if nothing is to 
follow? 
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^^Upon this simple question, thete" three or four 
little words, ^ Why^ if nothing is ta follow/ I would 
almost rest the whole case. Search nature through ; 
examine all instincts, all feelings, all propensities, all 
ends proposed, all means supplied^ all objects^ pow6is , 
faculties, impulses; the passions, the fears, thehop^, 
the ambition, the attachments of man, the' incite- 
ments of brutes, the reasons for love, lytte, joy, or 
anger. Examine all these, and then tell me whether 
there is not some fit end, for the benefit of the 
creature, or the general - advantage of the wis^lcl, in 
every one erf* them? 

^.^I pause for your answer.^ 
- Trem{iine allowed there could be no- dotibt of itbis. 

t^ Then tell me, if you can, why this feieltng, this 
restless curiosity as to something that is to follow 
death, this shrinking of the soul back oh he^lf, this 
startling at destruction ? I may add in the same 
forcible and beautiful language, 

* This pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality.' 

% 

^^ Tell me, I say, why all thisbelongs to man'afeue, 
and not to bird, or beast, or insect ?" i 

. ^^ It is a powerful question/' allowed Tredmine^ 
'' and I have sometimes asked it myself." - * 

" Have you ever answered it?!', demanded Evelyn. 

"I havenot.'V 
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^ Thfm be aMired you «oiiU aot, a<iy more dian 
Aftt oa wlutfh it ip founddd^-'^ DcM nature ever act 
Ml vaiB ?' Bui ah 1 meckef y t pkikas, rtitbl«^s^ wone 
tlMA uigiMl^ iOBKilM^) tymiiiioua oaoekery^if afieridl 
lo 1m decfiiad I If tbedaMra of fiuura Ufe is ikD- 
qoOMhabky and if tlie fear ^f ibe uocerlaioty of 
our ilia ia, in ilaelf, iwibeaiiab^*--«a that Uopey sweat 
and er^f q^agutgy eyar b^uoyant, aan alone support 
llie darinaiogsoul against if,— what can we say lo 
JhiiiojWiQOf ihiB incopBist^n^y in Hiia who is ail 
jM^ti^ all consisten^r^, to have iveenf^d such a mi- 
serable illusion for one only bein^^ aad to plaoe that 
being at the head of the fcreaManl May Ijiot.&gain 
ashf 14 lli^laaiguage of the sama veligious poaty*^ 

' li jMt ikb tovMUl, la Ibe fii«»k /9C joy f' 

.Aodmajl not add) 

* O^ I for whaH tdmefWofnttMal Lorep^y 
Dettrm thy scliem« the whole o^ huoMui xsce ? " 

Tremaine, not a little moved^ allowed, and hefiai 
with pleasure, that he could not answer these quf9- 

" Believe me," observed Evelyn, " they are deeply 
teadeiL They aie the anchoring idaces-of the mind 
in all her doubts. Other topics may, I allow, be 
(Wgad with fbrca, with doquenoe, with impressioip, 
and may finisii a coaqueat orar a willing heart, id* 
vaady half won. But these must bend the most stub- 
bom. They may be rejected, but cannot be aiiswered. 



'Tbtey require no rhetoric to Bet tliem off; and as long 
as you allow man to. be nobler and better tkan the 
brutes, so long must you my it would be gross cruelty 
as weTl as inconsistency in Iris Creator fwfatch cannot 
be), to have made him, in the moat essentia! potfit of 
all, so much therr inferJor.*' 

•* Perhaps I might allow this,** said Trenaine^ 

^* I thought you would,** said Erelyn ; ** and ha- 
ving laid this ground, it no more than natttfally pre- 
pigres us fbr another, afmost, though, I IviH allow, 
not quite so conclusiTe.** 

** What is that l^ asked Tremaine. 

<^ I mean that Ibnd clinging of the soul, iil its 
most afflicting moments, to a hope Which has been 
always its eflScacious, and almost Its never-ftiiling 
support, when support would otherwise' be lost I 
mean that hope of rejoitiing IKendft^ parents, and 
children, all whom our hearts held dear, when God 
in his dispensations has deprived ur of them here. 
Wliy in this are we made so differently fh>m other 
animals f Why dread the losing them — why lah- 
giiish after them when lost — why coniide in the 
thought of seeing them again, — if all be illusion? 
Without this thought, this hope, to which we cling 
with a constancy in many instances interminable, th# 
loss of our favourites here would sometimes be be- 
yond dur strength." 

^ Is this the exact account, or do yoit bM it lini* 
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v^rsal?" asked Tremaine. ^^ Does it last longer than 
a time^and with time do not all of us recoTer ?" 

** I grant you we do/' replied Evelyn ; " nor would 
the lot of humanity be bearable, did not Time shed 
, balm and healing |rom his wings. Bur how recover ? 
How are we healed ? Is it more in many cases than 
to .escape from the immediate paroxysm of grieG 
which, if it lasted long, would assuredly kill us. And) 
as it is, how many are there who actually,- in secret' 
never do cease to wail the objects of th^ir fondness, 
until their hearts waste and wither away, as k is sup- 
posed under other diseases ? At best, we are long, 
long- in- recovering, and though competent to all- the 
functions of life, may even never resume that light- 
ness of spirit, that buoyant pleasure we enjoyed be- % 
lore. We have heard of nursing our grief, of even 
the luxury of woe, till, like the raving Constance, we 
call death amiable and lovely, and wish ^ to ring our 
fingers ia'.his household worms.' It is hence that, 
uiider these' heavy afflictions, numbers havQ ab^tacted 
themselves from the \iorld ; and the walls of the Pa- 
raclete or the Chartreuse have witnessed many a si'gli 
of anguish after those that are gone, which would 
not ^. be exchanged for the gayest scenes the world 
could; offer. 

' Ask the futhful youth. 
Why the cold urn of her >hom long he lored. 
So often fills his arms, so often draws 
His lonely footstepti ftt the silent hour. 
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To pay the moiumfal tFibu'te of ui leart ? \ 
Oh ! he will tell thee that the wealth of worlds 
Should ne'er seduce his bosQm to forego 
. That sacred hour." 

Here Evelyn 9Coppe€(, and both he and Treinaine 
deemed much aflfected. Soon the Doctor proceeded : 

*^ And yet I grant you that I count not upon ^^his 
argupient as I do upon the other two— drawn from the 
Tear of death as a gate p unknown terrors, or, at 
best, to some unknown farther existence, and from 
the hope of living again. The thought of rejoining 
friends may, with many, as you say, wear , out with 
time ; the hope of living again only encreases.'' ' 

^^ This is but candid," said Tremaine ; ^' but jet 
is it not extraordinary . that this hope, this longing, 
which I allow is universal enough to entitle itself to 
t>e called' natural^ should yet have nothing precise, 
nothing certain, attending it — ^that few can even give 
a reason for it, and that they can only say that it is? 
Did it imply the certainty, of things so important^ 
would not the rationale be more evident, and better 
understood ?*' , * , 

^* Yet how many other things are there in nature, 
particularly in physics," answered Evelyn, " of , the 
rationale of which we are utterly ignorant, though vyitli 
the fact familiar. Magnetism for one. The needle 
points always to the Pole : why she points^what is 
the attraction — for what ^rther and greater purpose in 
the creation than to guide man across the deep — no 
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one caa lay* bot ibat ibere i« » jomecbing existing at 
the Pole^ to which the needle points, and between 
which and the needle there is some natural and ne- 
cessary connection — who can for a moment doubt ? 
Thus there is analogy ; and analogy, as ai^ument^ 
^Qu will not reyecu" 

^ Certainly not,^* said Tremaine. 

*' But our very imperfections here^'' continued 
Evelyn^ '^ furnish another argument, equally irresisv 
ible 'm my mind* I set out with observing^ we have 
^ much more, and so much less than we want^ if al- 
ways to be 

' ConfinM and |»e8tered in this pinfold here/ 

^^ Let us again reason from analogy* A kind and 
considerate parent prepares for his son the education 
suitable for his intended occupation in life. Is there 
no choice in this education ? Is the intended scholar 
sent to learn handicraft^ or the mechanic, Hebrew? 
What should we say to a young man sent to college 

with trunks filled with the tools of a watchmaker, or 

* 

any other art? What to a sailor, with a collection 
of law-books, instead of maps and charts i On the 
other hand, if the young man know not for what he 
is designed, except from his outfit ; if the outfit con- 
sist of books, will he not say he was intended for 
study? if of weapons, for war?. if of spades and 
axes, for labour ?'* 
** This is easily granted," said Tremaine. 



« Then why/* cotitinufid Evelyn^ <^ wby nmke 
man 90 fbrfn«d fbr oonieoiphtion) and emimnily for 
ihe contemptatioti of Ood^ of HeaTen^ and a fu- 
ture state ? Surriy) if diere is no future state, this is 
a most untieeeseary pan erf* our coastttutidn I Surely 
we might be not mertly as happy, but infinitely hi^ 
pier without that insatiable, restless curiosity, in re- 
iq>ect to a subject neTer to be understood, and after 
en object never to be attained i Why is this subject 
the most interasting, t had almost said the most dii(- 
tressing, though, at the same time, ever during, of all 
that gives food for the enquiry <^ man ? Fomll other 
subjects there is a reason. Arts, sctencesi WAT, po« 
Ihics, agriculture, medicine, commerce ;—^aU these 
eaerctse tmr naUtre^ and all these mey be more pr leis 
attained, as the beaver and the bee exercise tkHr ito^ 
litre when they build htits, or gather hOney. Whj^ 
then^ the contemplation of the €k>dhead, and our r^ 
lations with Heaven, fer us, and not for them ? Ree^^ 
son^ you will say, is necessary to admit it-*-*rea8on, 
which they have not. But why should rWm eaptend 
so far, if really for no result ? The reason, too, you 
will observe, not of three or four persons only ; of a 
sage here and there scattered in a cenluly^ as gems 
and ornaments on the bosom of Time ; but the ma^ 
son of eirery man, however simpb, however uoedu«* 
oated) that ever was bom since time began. 

^ If you answer, it is mer^y the result of the think* 



ing. &eulty, which cannot be cootroUed — I deny the 
impbtsibility of controlling in him who created it. 
If ypu say it id at best a.gratuitous curiosity, I say 
that curiosity was never gratuitous, but always pro- 
posed utility for its end. ; Here, however, where there 
19* no . result, there can be no utility, and the whole 
being frustrated, is worse than useless... We have 
•too much knowledge to be quiet, too little to be satis- 
lied- Thus, the brute with his instinct is infinitely 
niojnfe perfect than man with bis reason; infinitely 
ha.ppLer, because never deceived ; infinitely more in- 
dependent, because withouf religion." . 
- " Without religion ! ! ". \ 

'^ Yes ! You are surprised, but this is no paradox. 
For why should lA&n be religious, how indeed can, he 
-be so, if all end here ? - Only to know enough of God, 
to long to know more; only to think he exists, yet 
not for us; to feel responsible for right or wrong, yet 
nowhere to be called to account; to love God,' to 
wish to (d^se hitti, to feel always acting in his sight, 
yet never to know whether he accepts our love, whe- 
ther we succeed in pleasing him, or he approve or disr 
approve our actions ! This ! this is, indeed, paradox. 
Who could sustain for a year, a month, a day, much 
less a whole life, such tasteless effort, such heartless 
exertion, such gratuitous slavery ? Now what answer 
does the flimsy Bolingbroke (excuse me for being so 
irreverent) tell you to give to all this? tVhy, that 
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we have no business with it at all, still less with God, 
whom we were never intended to know. I allude to 
his lines, (for they are his) — 

' Know then thyself, jtresufM not God to scan. 
The proper study of mankind is man.' 

^* If this is more than mere jingle, I never yet de* 
tected emptiness under a pompous outside. As if 
man, with all these dispositions, these powers of con- 
templating futurity, these unrepressed and irrepres- 
sible impulses to know his Maker, which no otbeir 
animal has, in order the better to act up to the inten* 
tion of his Being, could possibly study himself, With« 
out studying that Maker at the same time ! Now, 
what should we think of a than, who, being called 
upon to study, much more to expound a law", gravely 
tells ypu, that you are not to enquire who was the 
law-giver, or what his intention. Yet such i» this 
famous maxim. A child would be ashamed of the 
assertion, though the philosophical fop who made it, 
no doubt, thought it an oracle. You see I attribute 
it to its true author, not to poor Pope, who wad 
gulled by him, ^nd frightened out of his wits, when 
he came to learn what he had really vended as true 
philosophy; like Fear striking the chords of the lyre, 
and scared 

/ E'en at the sound himself had made.' 
No! no! This is not, cannot be the scheme of an 
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iU-wiie Creator) who never gave an incitement to 
aetiamf wkhoui a propariiomae endn It were to con- 
tradict his own wi«e purpose to give ihis knowledge 
of himself, and give no more." 

Observing the Doctor to pause^ Tremaine said he 
felt all this, if it could not be done away, to be most 
important, and intreated him to go on* 

^ Sensibly, therefore, it has been asked,*' purso^ 
Evelyn, *^ Why man alone should be condemned to 
die universal torture of fearing death, unless there 
was some important object to be fulfilled by it ? Now 
that object is evidently, by convincing us that there 
is something to come, to force us to set a guard over 
our conduct before it arrives. I have said, that if 
there is no future state, the beasts withthdr instinct 
are more perfect than man. - Surely it is more perfect 
to have a visible object, visibly answered, and there 
an end, than both to have the object obscure, and 
not know whether it be answered or not. If all 
finish in die grave, I repeat we should be more per- 
feet if our en<|uiries and curiosity never went be- 
yond iu" 

The Doctor pausing here, Tremaine allowed that 
he had put these arguments so forcibly that it would 
be difficult to overcome them. *^ Nevertheless/' 
added he, ^^ there is an answer, of the soundness of 
which I am indeed not perfectly sure, but which I 
should be glad to hear refuted.** 



^^ Yoor answer?" said Evelyn. 

^^ StfUply ihis : It i§ niQH (rue thaCi firom the kope 
and fear a& to futurity which the icfea of death- al- 
ways inspires, it may be presiifnaible, and many may 
SeA oonvineed^ that that futurity must be« But you 
say, it ia beeau^ no end can have been proposed in 
the infusion of such hope and fiaar^ unless one or 
other be realized.*' 

« I do." 

*^ Now. may not there be ihi$ end, even in tUs 
wofid, ij^iibout the reality of a world to come i Hope 
is in itself a posiiive good, even though never realized 1" 

"Admitted." 

^< Is not Hopei th^n, part of the constituuon of 
our nature? Is ii not our every day's practice to 
eognge in the most difficult pursuits^ to encounier the 
most menacing dangers, to persevere under the most 
oppp^ive toil, supported only by this sweet and 
powerful instigator, Bometimcs even happy in her ile* 
Ucious iUusidns, and yet fiiil at last in every object 
thai kindled our ej;ertion{" 

" I grant all this," said Evelyn. 
. " Were I to pome to particular cases," contimied 
Tremainci " what voyages have been undertaken and 
Ipjrdsbips vohintarily sufieredi with no other incen* 
tive but hop0? AU hiMi been frustrated; and yet 
during the action, the hope of succeeding has kept 
every thing right, every thing well.; and the passion 
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iuelf must be considered as a positive good, perbtipd 
as great as the &ilure in the end was a misfortune/^ 
> ^^ This may also be true," said Evelyn. ' 

. ** Why, then," pursued Tremaine, *' may not this 
hope of an hereafter, even though there be no such 
thing J be a mean, ordained by the Almighty, to in- 
cite us to good in this our earthly pilgrimage, though^ 
as in the voyages I have supposed, the thing expected 
fail in the end ? Thus, then, the positive good which 
you admit tliis hope to be while .it lasts, is a com« 
plete answer to your question founded on our cling- 
ing to it in the agony occasioned by the loss of those 
dear to us. It assuages that agony, and renders it 
supportable until time finish the cure. But, as ap- 
plicable to our general subject, there is even a marked 
and &vourable difference in the hope we are discuss- 
ing, from that in the every day business of the world, 
to which I have compared it; namely, that in the 
jir;t, none of the disappointments on which you have 
so much rested, supposing it to &il — ^that is, suppos- 
ing there to be no hereafter— can possibly be expe- 
rienced." 

" I understand you," said Evelyn; " you ipean to 
say, that death having occasioned a total insensibility 
and oblivion, the truth or falsehood of the expecta- 
tion .fostered, can never be determined." 
. ^* That is my exact meaning," observed Tremaine* 

" Your very question overthrows your whole argu- 
ment," replied Evelyn. 



"How?" ' . ' \ '•'■ ' ' : : .■ v/ : t 

'* Because you bring the whole into positive doubt; 
and positively to doubt, is to cloud the whole pros* 
pect; it is in itself a practical disappoihtment."* 

^^ I see tiot this," said Tremaine, •* since to doubt, 
is merely not to feelBure, atfd hope itself* would not 
be hope, welre the thitig hoped for an absolute cer- 
tainty." " ;m ,1 :«•..; . -i • . ^ ^".i ■ 

"This; as a general propfosittoh,"^ siiid Evelyn, 
** is* true. But yon have assumed ^as at least likely, 
all that' makes for you on the oth6r *ide. '■ F%r ydi&r 
answer supposes, (or it is no answer at all) that to 
give this hope without gratift/ing it^ is a part of the 
scheme of the government of the world by the Crea- 
tor.'* .J 

** I put it as a mere question," observed Tremaine, 
" not whether it is, but whether it may not be so."* 

**:! so uhderstftnd you," said Evelyn, " and I re- 
ply, that- to suppose even that it md^ be so^ dofcs 
away the incitement to good* oh ^hich ^on have 
rested." • ' ^ ' 

" I wish for more light on thi^," said Tremaine-' 

'* Why, what should* we'= say," answei^ Evel^n^ 
" to the case of a body "of adventurers, encouraged 
by their Prince to undertake some- important expedi- 
tion, some colony; or Toyage;' in the strong hope held 
out to them of reaping honours^ rich^,^and happinefiB.r 
The Prince has at least never been knoiim to break 
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his word to hit tnbjects, or wilfuUy to tAidead tbem 
witb fiJtfft bofMk" 

<' Wbiu ikcn?" adced Tremafaie. 

^Oa a sudden a paaic breaks out ambng them; 
cither from tome emittary, or tb^ own naiaml, but 
anaccountabla Jaelings. Smpickmt arhc of He 
haticBi mlenttMit of ikeir Prince; they belieTe, with 
no odier proof than that it it barely possible^ and 
chat they cannot j9r9Pt the negative to a d^^donstra* 
tioa, that thdr soveieign, hitherto to good and^- 
cete^ mny be cheating them with a fidse account of 
thit eKpedition, which ia reality fna^ be nadc^laken 
ibr na purpose, poesibiy a bad purposei or at best' to 
keep ihem peaceable for U time, and then get rid of 
them* I ask what beoomet of that blessing of hope 
which fiiBt prompted them lo undertake the adten* 
tuier* 

^< It is poisoned,*' said Tremaiiie. ^ Bot yet if 
tha Prince peraiit these siMf^ions ' V 

^ That it not the question/' interrupted Evelyn. 
^ I only ask as to the state of the hope as art excite* 
ment to action ! is it even compatible with the ex- 
istence of this suvpicion^ or the suispicion with the 
continuance of the hope ?*' 

** Go on/' said Tremaine* 

^ Bat'what shalt we say of the Prince htmself,^-^ 
especially if he be such as I have described him, 
benevoleiit, jutt, and sincere, and partScularly studi- 



out of ihe intefests of his 8ttbgcct8,r-HdMmld he really 
intend to deceiye them inta good behaviour bjr pnh 
mises he never laeani to p^orai; — oooteni in thhik- 
iag' their &te will ovf rtake ihem belore they cm either 
djiicover or suffer from the deceit?" 

^^ How can this be?" said Tren*ine. 

^ Suppose some such case as ^his^" jwaw e gs d 
Evelyn. ^^ in order to secure quiet and happiness 
among his peoplq, and Utisting to their opiaion of 
his fidelity to his promises^ he holds out to aU who 
have deserved well |o a certain age> that they shall 
be conveyed to sooie happy place in another jiart of 
his domiaioBSi there to pass the rest of their lijves m 
perfect prosperity. They trust him, eiid set ottty^asid 
are led by him or his ofiicers to soma Upas tree, where 
death, without even the apprehension of it, overtakes 
them; or to seme water of Lethe^ where thinking 
pleasantly to slake their thirst, they fidl into an ob- 
livion of all that is past, and die in either case^ 
without discovering the dieat* We vdU suppose, 
too, that no one else discovers it ; will that latter 
cjfcumstaaof excuse the Prince^ or make it one wfaii 
the mori^ reconcileable to the chamcter of a iair^ 
dealing ruler, which I have fimcied for him ? Is it 
most likely, even with the good end he had in view, 
thei such a Prince should puieiie it in thisdisingenu* 
ous and crs&y manner i or that he should propound 
iome other less cofqilicated and more consistcait 
mode of accomplishing his point ?" 



332 TREMAINE. 

" Certainly, the last is the most likely," said Tre- 
maine. . 

" Would you, then, if the question were put to 
you, (and always supposing the character of. the 
Prince to be what I have represented it,) decide for the 
first, merely because it was within a possibility of 
being true, that is, because the negative or impossi- 
bility of it could not be demonstrated?" 

^> I should not," said Tremaine. . 

" Yet this is the case you baveisupposed," observ- 
ed Evelyn* ^^ You are eVen astute in evading the 
consequences of the argument we began with. .Now, 
as a logician, I do not say. that astuteness may not 
on some occasions be &ir." 

T«maine, smMing at his eagerness, asked him to 
explain. 

5* Why, where a thing is well made out, and prov- 
^ to all satisfactory conviction, should any thing 
iqi/iareit^(^ inconsistent with it be started, the utmost 
ii^enuity, (by which I mean remote conjecture and 
fancy )^ are ho more than fair to get rid of it. But 
here the astuteness i^ yours, against the whole weight 
of our preceding argument^ against all analogy, nay, 
figainst all that you have yourself allowed to be the 
probable truth. In shorter language, what you do 
iiot, cannot, and wish not. to resist, you would escape 
from, because of the impossibility of proving abso- 
lutely the negative of a possibility, however impro- 
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bable. I do not mean to say, that because hope ex- 
ists, it musi therefore be realized, but existing as the 
designed inceniixe to good conduct, the suspicion that 
it is to be disappointed,' does away the design. To 
suppose it, therefore, a stimulus, yet take the stimu- 
lus away, is to suppose a contradiction/' 

» ^ 

" There is much in this," said Tremaine. 

' . .. ' " ■ * 

- " But if this is so as to Aope," added the Doctor, 
*' what will you say to fear ? That, at least, though 
it ma; be groundless^ is not a positive good." 

*^ It is a positive evilj" said Tremaine ; ^* yet sup-, 
posing my conjecture, probable, it . also may be a . 
mean of moral government, by deterring men from 
vice, although groundless in the end." 

** The possibility of which, the moment you 
broach, and can win believers to your side, that mo- 
ment you do away its terrors. My dear Tremaine^ 
this is but sad wild work, and surely unworthy the 
character of argument. I should be glad to know 
the force of that man's virtue that is kept in order 
by a fear, which he thinks, or is told, is only incul- 
cated as an inducement to that order, but that as to 
its reality, he is safe." 

■ " What if I give this matter up?" said Tremaine, 
^^ satisfied that the preponderance at least of the 
evidence, both as to hope and fear, is with you." 

*' We may then proceed from' the point where we 
left off," said Etelyn, gladly ; "which was, that 
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these two master jmmoDM^ ^pplM as they are to 
induce the belief of a iiuiue stiney are the best 
proofs that natiue has gi Yea lu of the existence of 
thatstate^ and that if this ia not true, the beaM<»f 
the fidd aj» better off dum we. Qne^.aaU oidf one 
supposition, can explain this otherwise*'' 

Tremaine eagerly aaked what that was ? 

<< It is," said EvetyOa ^ tliat the Aliii\ghty fega- 
hirly and visibly takea upooi him to gpxem mm in 
his conduct here upon thia earth, in ibeaame^maniiec 
as, for a tipne, he goTemed the Jews of old. That 
is, that he calls us t<> account in our present iife, 
judges of our action&.to our &ce9, and r^twards or 
punishes^ as the civil magiatnite rawarda and pu* 
nishes. 

'* Whether or not he does thia, is what I need nol 
ask of you.'* 

'^ Certainly not>*' said TimnaiiMu 

^< In this, the meat onhocbxK will agree with 
you," rq>lied Evelyn*; ^^ fiir 

< F<Uea U tl^r tl«imie».0 hmtll 
The fire frora.HMT«A thftt led Uwe 
Now lights thy path no loorci I' 

^^ Eveo^ then,, without those ^eafnifig|» of oatnre 
after farther existence^ but aa mere ccJd spcciilfiloss, 
we 9ay that the appapcni irregularities in the Frovi*. 
dence of the world, and th^ uobeodinig nakwreof 
eternal justice, would ajone prove that jthere imt9t he 
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S9mr Other stale, some fottire eiMfmry, some future 
change, to bong alt «imige Tight tbat are now wrong. 
HnA if t!kmt ie no such nate, no midi enqiririr, no 
cha n f c^ no jodgaaenf, how miserably, Kow craelfy, 
aaiadl ms impeiiSatily^ mte we oonsdt«ted-<-to )m in 
pe«petiiri feairiof them, to apprehend something in 
death worse, infaiitely worse, than death Itsetf! 
For nothing mnis ever more accurate, as well as 
sttbltme, thmn the horrors detatted by Hie great 
raasMr of natim, in his account of the fears of the 
gttilty Chuidioi, even frwn the mere uncertainty of 
Itts.&iisBre fiuet 



die» to g9 wt kn&w net where ! 
Or to^ be v«ra»'tlutt «mt 
Qf Uiofey tb«t Iswlfft and wuwnaim tW>ugto> 
Timiging howling I 'Us too liorribl« ! 
'Hie weariest and most loathed woridly lifs 
Thatage, ache, penury, or Imprisonment 
Can lay en. nslBfe^ Is » paradise 
Ta what v«>ir te ^uA \" 

Tremaine did not ansffrei;, bul evidently, by his^ 
countenance 4Md ^otttnres,. felt nU the fotoe both of 
the reasoning and the poetry. 

^< W/s might, oenaioly, therefonK^*' continued 
Evfilya, ^^ haxre been so fbrmed that dearit mi^ 
have none of these tenoi^ wA the wish to live 
^gain Jbie absolute midoeia^ Who wishes w inhabit 
0^ msm^ wa^ a luoaltc? If ibare i» no hew 
aftsffy who wnuld feat it but oeie equally mad I" 
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Tremaine again sii^nified that he felt this to He 
true, but lisked how it could be remedied* * - 

" Easily/' answered Evelyn, " for we might hAve 
been so constituted, as to lose friends the most afiec- 
tionate, and children the most beloved, without 
thinking of them again ; and as to ourselves, we 
might have carried on all the business of life, per<» 
formed our fair duties, and .answered all the then 
puiposes of our creation, without that extent or 
refinement of reason, that view of. futurity, which 
how belong to us. Speech, and some little more 
than the sense of an elephant, or the imitation of a 
monkey, would have done very well. We should 
have tilled the ground, bartered its produce, and 
governed by laws and the gibbet, in the same man- 
ner as now, or rather infinitely better, by having less 
reason, and less free-will, it is reason and firee-will 
alone that confer upon us responsibility, and respon- 
sibility is nonsense without a fiiture judgment." 
"' Here he made a considerabli^ pause, and Tre* 
niaine, whose attention was at its height, waited in 
silence for him to go on. -, 

' ** I have done," said Evelyn, " for I have pro- 
mised you to content myself with what I deem proofs, 
and not to travel into conjecture. I therefore pur- 
posely avoid many beautiful reflections, as well as 
branches of argument, which are cogent enough as 
auxiliaries, but which I leave but of the case, '- 



iiecause 1 am willing to *^preds' tiothlng upon yoii^ 
bat what even a rhetorician, arguing for victory^^ 
cannot in my miiid answerf " . - ^ 

>^ One auxiliary, however, there is, contiAu^d 
•JSvelyn, " too imposing^ if I may not say too corv- 
Vincing in its fabric and colouring, to let it pasfl 
unnoticed in an argument of this kind ; and thisi{ 
4nust therefore be forgiven if I lay before you, in ali 
its beauty, and all its warmth." ■ ' . j 

• **To what do you allude?" ^aid Tremaine. • 
« *^To that melancholy, but^too interesting lamenta^ 
iion of Wollaston,'upoh the disappointed lot of mah'^ 
i^ after all he has been allowed to enjoy, and expect 
as well as enjoy, he is to be levelled with the brutes^ 
who never knew, never were allowed to entertain a 
nation of their Creator, or a hope of joining him. 

"Fancy,' says he, fa man walking in some re- 
tired field, far from noise, and free from prejudice* 
Would such meditatibhs as these be unjust ?—* I 
know .'that I am neither a stdck, nor a stone, nor d 
yegetatirig plant ; .1 can reason^ as they, or even tha 
4Sehsitive animals cannot do. I may, therefore, pre* 
tend to be much above these things. From what is^ 
and has heen^ I can gather what may ie, dnd^ hy 
thinkings can almost he said to get into another ZDorld 
beforehand; and whether J shall live agaiuj I may 
be certainly said to be capable of such an expectation^ 
and am solicitous about it; which cannot be said ^ 
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lAtffe €hdi mid hruia* But cati I be made capdUi 
of sikA gtesit expectations, ¥rhich thowaniniala kooir 
nothing of (happier by fiur, in this regard than I, if 
we Bftnst die alike)) only to be disap{)ointed at hist? 
thi|8 placed, jnat upon the confines of another better 
ivorld) and &d with hopes -of penetrating into it,aad 
enjoying it^ only to make a dM>rt appeamnce hcsisi 
and. then be shut out, and totally sunki Hmfc]^ 
then, when I bid my Saat farewell: to these wiklks^ 
when I close these lids, and yonder bliie regions, and 
all this scene darken 'Upon mieaadgaout,— noittst I 
iben only sense to fiirhish' ^dust, to be mingled with 
theiaabtes of these therdsf and plants, or with ibis duftt^ 
vnder my feel i \ Havel been set so fair above them 
in li{e> only to be. levelled with them 'at dbath f ^'* 

Tremaine allowed both* the beauty, and argument 
contained fin these passi^^es, biit hesitated j fbr he 
thotight of • Bolingbroke.' 

^-And. what- says the .noble philosopher," asked 
^ndyn^ .> ^Uo »4hese glowing* sentiment^? That all 
this if nonsen$€y proceeding from * the ctelirimn of 
metaphysics;^ that the. author is a ^whining phi* 
loe<^er,'.a < learned lunatic'' 

^y The epithet might certainly have been spared^^^ 
jsaid Tremaine^ . . - 

<^ It is^ intmtli, dowmright scolding,'^ returned hie 
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friend^ .^^a polis$onn€rkp ^caXUng p£4)anM%4« t^Niy 
bodjr'a powei:».tkQugb, noiat jaUL.ttncoannoa. wU^mmut 
iiobje phUo3q)bQr«.: He bere,it musuJ>6 owiM4rA 
little forgot himself, and. that faighrbveeding^jRrhicU 
even .Lord Chest«rfi^ld celebrates^ but wbifcliyiiin- 
forUuiifitQlj^. wbat^er^it might bave -^eeii .ia tthe 
dra.wiogrrooiQ) ^eias lalwi^; to have beea forgi||Mti 
ia the .study.'*, t 

^^ Allowing this,*' observed Tremainey ^^tbere-vmn 

at least, anoth^. answeiu' ! . 

« 

^^ You shall stato it," cried .£valpu.. 

f^ I remember \t well^t'.. said Tremaiiici|^.5^and I 
owr^.tb^t it once. mu^imprefkaedjoEie. It is^diat «» 
mi^t(^ubaiit(to Qur.natnre^v^batever it is, and •tfaan^f 
Vfe are doomed by God to be trod into dirt ttlih 
others, our fellow-animals, no indignity is cast upon 
us; that we are removed, indeed, above them by our 
intellectual faculties, but only in ^legree, and above 
some of them in a very small degree; that we in 
other respects partake their nature, nay, the 
nature of mere vegetables, and those very clods to 
which WoUaston shows such a horror of being re* 
lated. All, however, is a drama, in which -we are 
appointed actors as well as they, and resigna* 
tion to our fate, which we can neither sit in jm4s^ 
roent upon, nor comprehend, is the only duty we 
have to perform; — satisfied to live again if we may, 
to die if we may not, but certainly satisfied that 
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God knows best wliat is good for us. Thes6 are the 
answers which Bolingbroke would have given Wol« 
laston had he walked with him in his retired field."* 
> ^^ And do they satisfy you ?'* asked Evelyn. ' ' 

^^ I own not now, though I also own they once 
did, so fiir as to harden me against what I thought 
Bolingbroke had demonstrated to be the ejacula- 
tions of a melancholy spirit, rather than aigu- 
tnent." 

'^ That such a mind/' replied Evelyn, '^ should be 
misled by so egregious a coxcomb !" 
* Tremaine almost started at this attack upon one 
who, for the fineness of his parts, and the attraction^ 
'of his style, was still much an object of admiration 
with him. * 
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CHAP, xviir. 

BOLINGBROKE. 



« What says King Bolingbroke ?" 

'' ' ' ' * SHAK8P£AR£. 

V. ' •• ■. . • • • • .. .;".;' ' 

*' His reasons are like two grains of mustard seed> hid in two 

bushels of chaff; yoii shall seek all day ere you find them; and 

-when yoa%a7« thein, they are not worth the search." '* ^*»^' 

. . / SUAK8^$AiliS«- 



*^ I ALLOW his fine parc%'' observed Evelyn, "and- 
I «ai not ill disposed to allow a certain attraction iit 
his style, particularly in his political writings, and 
most of all in his official correspondence. I am als(> 
iiot unwilling to say, that in the midst of such turbu- 
lence as an ambition almost frantic produced in his 
life, Vacarc Uteris^ (to use his favourite expression), • 
and to have addressed himself in seclusion, to sub- 
jects of such higli import to the mind and heart oF 
man, was alone a considerable praise. 
^^^ There is somethings in this so engaging ao 'fit- 
realsearcbet after truth ; the very notion of a philo- 
sophic retirement is so toothing to the soul; that I 



will confess to you I formerly^ both in England and 
France, (in which last kingdom he prepared many 
of his philosophical works,) rode^several miles out of 
my way to view the seats of his leisure at Fontaine- 
bleau and Dawley. rjAttfae'fant'in particular, which, 
with pardonable afl^lation, he had painted over 
with rakes, and forks, and other rural emblems, 
(fond as he was of calling it his faro),) I lingered 
with. .iQlei9^t« I fancied him there, ordering the 
motto oTer his hall*door. ^ SuHs beatus rurit lumori^ 
hu9^ of which, he said at least, he was so fond. . I 
saw him, with Pope in his field, running after hts^ 
caiX>: (while Pope wrote between two hay-cocks,) and 
viewing a rainy sky with-a.fiupmer'6 anxiety** I fol- 
lowed them to the house, and listened to conversa* 
tpon» which no taiiid imbfiedwith any &ing«ltkelc)as« 
aical impressions can imagine. Without fedii^gMat 
ifUerest for Uie speakers. But harviDgteid t)iis,>h«pe. 
I^lajke i|iy lea'Ve of him." 

. <' Youbave almost madetaitieiids by ^tlic)ile*ndhn{s« 
SIMS," ivetumed Trainaine, ^^fiir the^hard woidyM 
^ve. him Just now." 
.<<^ Iicaqnotiioliiictrit," lepUfeAJBmlyta:; f^rfor wHk 
dl l|ii&>attilifim^ntajand :lo?e*0fietiliirfii^ a*iMr<Mgn* 
f^ous coxcomb ne»ar!pK(l«BdM4otlie fate oTphtlo* 
ai|>hgr. The «me lidi fiitaliiy wUdi ahaaadldHa^ 

« • • 
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flttd tun&ed bis polilacid life, seems to hare punned' 
ktm.kere; and though, ms I haye siaid^ I aUovr^the 
fineness of his genissi I cannot lUsguise my contempt 
iiir him as a reasoner.V 

\ f^ Aifejtoa quite sure/' asked Tremaine, ^^tbat 
tliere isnp prqudice in this ?'' 

« No man can be thus sare/' replied Erdyn : ^^ but 
t"0ta% be quite sure both that bis arguments^ as to 
«9ieBtiiils^ were a tissue of mefe pompous nothingSi 
•ttd>that bis self-suffideticy and affectfition made hini 
fly epffinsive in his mode of putting them, as they were 
weals when put/^ 

< '< And yet/''m[4ied Tremaine,'^* no ikian brought 
^wa|d> either more learning or more eloquenise in 
«uppQit<of bis system." . . , 

\^ He htfd no system;'' answelred Evelyn, *^ nor has 
teisrerijpl^tended to any. Though I will do hiitt ch^ 
jAsUee-^to'belife^ he would have set one up, had he 
fcn'<)^Mfi how. He id; t^re&re, singularly obliged to 
jitietdx giving him what he never could give him* 

^^ He 'was keen in exposing error,^' said Tremaine, 
<^ tfttd supported his attacks with an erudition that 
ftstonkbed the world." 

^ There are two worids," retumedi Ehrelyn, driSy, 
^ tlie learned and the unlearned. The last, perhaps^ 
t^^mJgljLt.astQnish. He had, at least, much pride, if 
I may qot rather say vanity> in displaying this leatn- 
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ing of his. He most certainlj never lost i, cdstoriier 
for. want of exhibiting his goods. Like a small capi«< 
^ist, his wares were always arranged to the best; 
advantage, in the show-window of his shop, for pas«« 
angers , to admire..' Tet what was said of him by 
Hunter, a blind and ob'scqre, but learned paraion ia 
Chi^hire,^ was no moire than true: ^ His erudition 
vaa neither deep ncjr exact.'* Bishop Newton, too^ 
\ think, convicted him of gross mistakes in his quota**.^ 
tjo^& of authors, such as attributing the Codex Alex> 
andfinus to George the Monk, a man. who knew ; 
nothing about it ; such as that Virgil might, have/ 
g^ven the palm of writing history tp the Rofnans 
^bove the Grecians, and proving it by Livy and: 
Tacitus, one of whom had not begun to write, nor 
the other to live, when Virgil died. To be sure any 
one else might make these mistakes, bat any one else! 
who could make them, would never have usurped the 
l^igh tone of insolence with which he seems to issue. 
his decrees on all subjects, from his. literary chidr. ^ 
Infallibility itself could not justify this, but fallibility 
so detected, and* of which a school -boy might be 
ashamed, ought to have been at least more modest,'*^' 
" The insolence you talk of. never struck me,**; 
said; Tr^maine ; " nay, he was ^elebra,ted for good 
breeding." 
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^ Yet all vbo differed from him^^' replied £VeIyn^ 
<< were whiners, or madmen. Wollaston, we see, wa^ 
i)otIi'; and Clarke, whom he has the presumption to 
call ptesumptuous, together with most of the ancients^ 
particularly Plato and Socrates, were the lasti . He 
thinks, too, had Aristotle's works been destroyei^ 
learning and truth would have been better advanced^ 
If this allude to Aristotle himself^ never was there i, 
tnore unlearned or sillier observation* This, how<^ 
ever, is mere foppery, and despicable enough| partv^ 
cularly as I doubt his powers of understanding; Aris^ 
totle, at least, in Greek. At the same time, forbid 
QWn presumption, I need only refer you to the decent 
qptihets which he scatters, with so full and miudd]p 
a band, upon all, whether old or modem, sacred or 
pro&ne, who ever cultivated the ethical science, or 
as^Hr^d to philosophy before him. He says, all are 
mad, fboliah, dreaming Noctambules^&t patients fot 
Monroe; rogues and impostors, liars or drivellers,---; 
particularly the divines, who, be sure, are alwaya 
Coupled with the atheists. 

, ^ lYollaston asks impertinent questions^ because* 
he ventures, against materialism, to demand. If mat/ 
ter thinks, where it begins to think ? And yet, p^* 
baps, a more obvious question never presented itself 
on such a subject. And for what all this abiise i^ 
Fo|[ presuming to have had opinions, which. thi^i 
paragon Lord does not approve/' ; . *> * 
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<< Vbq sorelj do ilotfSMiil dM ha #9iidtaaii»iin?' 
MHii fiipiid Tmaikint* . 

. . << AU, OB mj word» Biit^ n&i I cdrr^ mysdl^ ftif 
tkte rtal 8ilettt% Mid somv'few vMoit tlieis^ ire 
MfepML DeaMcrit«% EpktMus^ MtS tUe ^toimts 
^TtlMt 0choot*Hiiid Hobbe% Mid'solMf of Us ftU6# 
nlodcfM;-Hl»e9^ ittuttriooB ftrw aM* not disreopttt-* 
lii% spoken of. But f<Mr SbcrateBf Pkl6y Aritldtr^ 
Ciom), and siaoh ScioliiCs, of^ oonred fi^ Paml, and 
Oie Falber», and all CImeiMf Fotenms^ Mrite* 
bmnclM^ I>t»€!iurtes> aad«96n^ id wtfie hntaifieds) 
Xocke, uracil noiietlie irrefbtgfele ClaAe, amdiSli^ 
eseeBtm WoU^astcNQ^-^theae sore mere jigaAwin 
hkOffiAtdfj^' oc msdoiDy compared With tbnr tikniSAe 
JjotA aad scholar, ihh prime of pUlosopheB soi** 

^ I will ^anc you there was presutaplioti/' said 
Titenainef with a little mieasiiiMs $ <^ i>iie aAbr 'a% 
araafeKWafitot measure this bf hio reai anaintiMift^ 
aod weigh Jiis pretensions by his' own wortii^** 

" Nothing more fair," replied Evelyn; ^*«iid<oP 
that wotth: r^lrould widi to take' measme; .Of his 
beasted learning I have already given a' hint^ thoo^ 
I mean^not to undiervalae it. Clotnidering his busy 
Ii(%:and the Iteadloag pasinon described byChester-' 
field^. with: whichrhe gave himself tip to tblr> mo^r 
UceAtiottsipIe0nire8^-as m«11 m^jb the toilrtif'ati am* 
bition that was absolatsiy inslttie, his aeiyiitcilieiitsf 
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vef&AfitoBiskingi . Bui ikmy vrwatMi^ all. diAt tiicy 
appeared. I repeat, I believe be had Uitle ovliio 
Greek, if o|ily bedtnee he does hot i^uete that ikm- 
giiage ;-**wliich: he would have 'been «too pfoud^lb 
have done if he *Y)ould. ' I|i8.o^iik>n of <Herodo|as, 
iivho, according to him, wq^. a tMt^ McNry^telkr, %ho 
even professed no object but taamose, is ataaiiance 
Ivith the judgment of al} real scholars. But ^his 
Lordship was a great gleaner ; a great and adfmt 
/^iler of pasiagas. which ive Wiell knew how-to use. 
JHiis memory (his chief gift), made that his own wbich 
ibelonged to other people, -^n. quotations ave w 
often, the. qttotati9ns of. quotations, as ori{{iaaL.:«He 
jMimetimes confesses the citation of a philosopher^ or 
a tenet, from the logic of Port BoyaL ^Cndwoitfa^ 
^hile he was actually priticising him^ gave him 
ffiiuch, nay,: tnost^bf what he bad^ and .old Jlfoaiaq[ae 
not A little. Thus, biis discoveries were botvowed 
iroin preiceding >naviga^rs; arid their errors as 3mR 
AS knowledge, .were alike made bisi6xwn. . ImniediiE^te 
purpose was every thing. ' What most anlnoyB m is 
ihe waste.of his acquisitions* Affecting the£ne.gea» 
4leman,ahd.to hold pedaatvyJn contempt, he isihim- 
eelf ^he most sovereign of pedantsi^' v 

- Trenudne smiled at this warmth, but did not .con- 
Aradictt the assertion^ '• - 

• . '^ it has been well said of him^" continued Evelyn, 
i^^ihat he overwhelms himsdif and his reader wilk 



nAaei and opinions ; and half hi« displays are to 
combat dreams of ancient writers who dream, na 
'lndre« ' As curiosities, they 'may be read, but nobody 
-follows them. Who now cares for Plato as a guide, "^ 

any more than ibr Bolingbroke himself 2" 

; , " In this last part of your critique^ I agree with , 

you,^' said Tremaine, • * 

*< But 1 have a worse quarrel with him," proceed* ' 
ed Evelyn. 

f^ l«et ui hear it iail," said Tremaine, half smiling. 
.. ^^ He has presumed to call such a man as Clarke 
presumptuous. Do you recollect tlie ingenuousness 
with which he states 'some of this presumption ?" ' 

<' I do not," answered Tremaine; ^* or at least not 
.what you point at/' i 

^* He misriepr^sents," proceeded Evelyn, ^ not 
^eirely Clark^'but almost the whole body of divines 
mho presume, against his Lordship, to believe the 
.'course of human affairs not quite so.uniformly marked 
vnth justice in the difierent lots of virtue and vice, as 
-to preclude the necessity for something different in a { 

world to come. This he converts into aa absolute 
•railing against Providence, though it in fact is the « ( 

reverse. But this we could forgive*. What I complain 
-of, is not merely a misunderstanding, but a misquo- 
tation^ and that a very gross one, of Clarke's,. I wiU 
not say sentiments,' (for these he might noc under- 
.stand), but his language, which every one is .bound 
to set forth in &irfiess.'' 



, ' « That Ja so cl^r,*' said Tremaine, ^ £hat I shall 
ll>e surprised as well as sorry if you make it out," 

** Yet he observes," tJbntirtued EVelyn, " tliat Clarke 
complaiaa that thei'evare not, in 'many ages, platn 
evidences enough of the interposition df divine Pro^ 
vidence, to convince men of the 'wisdom, any more 
than of the' justice and goodness of God.* 

^^ Will it be believed, that this is stated as a. real 
representation, and the very pages referred to as 
prepfsl" , ; ; .. 

" In what are they not?" asked Tremaine. 

^^. Judge for yourself," said Evelyn. "What 
Clarke really says is, that atjirst sight it may appear 
strange that in physics the use of every thing, fronx 
the star to the pebble^ seemi^ plain at once.; while ia 
morals, there seem not in many ages plain evidences 
to convince men of this wisdom, justice, and godd-^ 
ness^ ^ But if,' he continues, * we consider the mat-^ 
tet more closely and attentively, it will not appear sor 
strange and astonishing/ ^ 

" He then goes on to compart this world to a great, 
complex, fine*wrought, and admirable machine ^ of 
which^ if a man examine it by parts, he cannot, he 
saysy be a fair judge of the whole, though he may 
understand the immediate use of the parts ;^ and that 
|he whole wiH o^ly be revealed to us ,* at the pon* 
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;eliiridft.0f! this pnwent mm»^ #lien /Mm ^wilf &^ 
smpriMid wiik tkeanmi9g mMi^HaU^m qfjuiiki 
aid faodnet$r mhich vMt lAm 4tppear t4 h&oe run 
Unrngk^tike ^^lokok series a/Shi's goDermneni of ike 
mmnlsiarU.^ ^ . 

'' H«0e let m pause)'* said Evelyn^ • '>*<^ 
^ I flee all ihe comment you are incUned to madKi,'^ 
triad Tremaine, *' and I am wiUtog to spare tn^telf 
the pain of thiaking how accarately you have brotight 
home your charge against a man I had thought at 
least mom correct." 

• i^'Tou see he is absolutely fabe^'' coMiRued ^retyn . 
^.Me u frke in saytngCIarke * compk^nsi^' He ts^fake 
in suppressing that what did seem, tq appear ^^vage^ 
m^fy did sa-at first 4ight/Mkd he U particularly fakde 
in representing Clarke to say, that there ^e Aot pfariii 
evUkdceS enougli of justness and goodness ^ of ^hich^ 
in the end, he actually jays,' the whole moral govem- 
meat <^the world will appear to he fuU^ when all are 
considered together/' 
^ Thisis but true," said Tremainei -■ ■** 
^^ Such/' continued Evely% ^' isliis repress tatton 
of others. No w> as to his own tenets. If WoUaalen 
whined or was lunatic, be Boling^die -s the praise.of 
firmi)ess and of common ^nse^ who reduces us.afi ta 
gmvel in our instincts,— dcaying^us' the power, 4>y 
abstract reasoning and inducticm^ to arriTe at the na* 
ture of the floul^ 80 fiur as tobelieve in what we hope-^ 
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hv' mtkdrUUktj. Be hia the ptmm of itpi \skitt^ lible 
to contemplate any thitig bejaoA hb oatimiid seos^ ; 
Ikod b&ii^ ready^ tlieMfore,.to tink m deaifa wiCb his 
felkwrbrates^ uiimtntUUbc^ his IVXakeit; and at beet, 
kidiflkrent whether he is. minded hy Hi'iii*'^ *' 
:/' I should flay thm was not a just asccomit^^ ob- 
served Tremahie^ ^^ Ibr he ahrays adniti€4''tlid(6 
n^f A^ ie a fatare state^ and as such .prescribed the 
hope ofU." 

: *< For which h6pe,V in fei t o p ted JKhrelyii^ ^^ be not 
only never gave a reason^' beyond that it wasvndti 
impossible, but attacked all..seas0ki8 thsiVeftiiwum 
given fer it by others^* with a rancour wfaroh was oh^r 
tfaermore remarkable fbr ihase very shaUow. dogmata 
qf his own, on which hijs enmity to others' was 
fbunBded.'' 

' <^ I know not your exBetaUttsibn," said Tpsthaiiie. 
^ I mean/' replied Evelyn, ^^ those wonderful diB« 
coverie^wfaicfa he detdikrwitfa'such dignity, that what: 
has eadstenc^ exists, and what has no existence «)d«tS' 
not; that sensual objects arethe objects ef sens^; anA. 
<^ject8' kiiowable,' are objects irfr knowledge/ This 
one could bear, aswhat I have* catted: it,, a pompeits 
nothing; but when he ^oes' on,:a;iid 'sums ap ail his 
adfmisstonsai to the Deity^ into^a sens^ ofhis power,^^ 
denying any proof : of his goodness and eth^r moral 
attributes,— we know not which to do most^ hau^ 
such ingratitude, or deride sneh emptiness*" 



' << With my present feelingi,'' observed Tremaine; 
^ I can allow you to say this." 
^ "But pray bbsenre the reasons," continued Evelyn, 
^> of ihU wonderful reasbner, who was to beat down 
all reasonekiB that ever went before him. He goes oti 
to. tell you,, that you are to enquire no farther than 
what i4>pears,-i-contene with phenomena; tbataplaiir 
man^who is your only true philosopher, presumes not: 
to affirm any proposition not affirmed by those pheW 
nomena^^^which cannot lead him fiir in his enquiries 
about^irit, though very far as to corporeal natujne ; 
and that if he mIcs, why? he will give himself tbisi 
plaki answer, that men have as to. the one, means in 
their power, proportioned in some degree to the end ; 
but they have them not in the. oilier, in atiy degree f^ 
though they proceed jpAantosfica//^ as if they Jiad."*. 

^. Thus, all the high reasoning,* the grand, the 
intense interest which agitate the soul as to its beinjg^^, 
its operations, and its ultimate fate are, according to., 
this Lord, this in&Uible, and, indeed, only discoverer, 
of truth»a mere phantasma." 

. ** Are you clear that this is so," cried Tremairi^^^ 
^^ or have I so misread or so forgotten him,' as ever 
to have believed otherwise ?" 

>f 1 am very clear," said Evelyn, " for he proceeds ; 
with his plain man> and observes, that if he is adced ^ 
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^tii^ther he tlbinks matter can be pleasure or pain, or" 
feel desire or aversion, or have ideas, the plain maif 
^^ri only answer, that he cannot conceive how matter 
becomes capable of all this, any more than how many 
other things are as they are; ^ but that he haspufked 
enquirj^ as/br as the true means of enquiry are open; 
thai iSf as Jar as phenomena can ginde him; that he 
cannot draw any other conclusion from them than 
this^f-rihai aU animal systems are material^ andlhdthe 
must cofitent himself with this, unless some other can 
he drawn from the same phenomena *r^And this is the 
sum of his boasted philosophy !" • 
^ i\ Yet he allows," said Tremaine, " that thought 
could hot be matter; and so far you agree with 
him," 

, ** I do," replied Evelyn ; " but you will recollect^' 
he also denies it to be spiritual, — with a view, of 
course, to get rid of its immortal nature. And he' 
solves the diiSculty, it must be owiied, with most ad- • 
mirable proof.'* 

^ " I know not what is coming," said Tremaine. - 
• " Why this wonderful stickler for sensible demon- 
stration; this enemy of all hypothesis; this stern and 
stubborn demander of evidence, who rejects all argu- 
ment from foelin^and derides aU those who presume 
to trust any things to supposition,— tells you, that 
■^ihe faculty of thinking, in all the modes of thought,- 
may have been superaddedi' by OnmipoteAce to cer«4 
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tain systems of matter ;\ and thi% in aU th^ dignity 
of the dogiBatism heso abuses^ he adds^ it is iK>t less 
Uian bla8plieinQU3 to deny*'' '. 

*' I remember tbia," observed Tremaine, <^ nor can 
I even now see be is wrong*" 
. ^ Agreed^:- said Ev^lyn^ " and I allow the posai-* 
bility;(and that i^ aU),.to^hicb this amounts. Bet 
i»p^HbHiij/ ^hen, after all^ the wbple of thes<^i>oofiled 
discox^ies ? - Possibility unsupported^ and nfot even 
attempted to be supported^ 1 vyill not say by .sAga^ 
ment, but by any thing, {s it fbi; this that BoKng** 
brd&e is canonized? ' This possfibility, observe, is not 
that matter thinks; but Uiat thoi^ght ma// be mptt' 
%dded to matter* And isthb giant wha tB to de^tltoy 
all systems, founded upon ever so much seeming ^Nfo* 
babiiity, such, uni^erfal ^nd ifitejfis^ feeling in e^ery 
roan's heart,, is her hilQti^frtb be ^ let off wUb a 
^.majf he J founds upoi^ nqthing? Is this the ddc* 
trine which is to overturn all we so fondly h9pe> aad 
put down all that has beeti so excelletitly jreasoiled;' 
to convict Cla;rke of .pr^saiiipliQlv W<rflastoil ^of 
impertinence, and all di tines of hypothetical drekm- 
iag ? , ; ' •^. • 

^^\ 'Qwt that I know heriaeitfit the reverse, I shotdd 
say tjiiat in this,, hj^. eveu agreed wit^iti^# .' Fociwliat 
(|a we hold ip additi<»il to.the tn^aps^ibtittji^Qf matter's 
thinking, but that tbetre is.ai\ uriitin.of two distinct' 
substances, matter and spiiTit* mysterious and vn* 
knowabie, and only certain in its effects V\ 
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\ TueimioQ f^em^dto ai^seift, and Evdya vr^nt qq ; 
, ".Whftt I chiefly, howeyei:, m^Uoii; thU §lr, 
(OQ^t to the wish, .aa I $^id, of taking me^ur^.of 
ihta Lord'a wonderful ; discoveries), was to ^w th^ 
extriMordioary right he has to quarrel i^ilb: pthorsy 
^ {joresuming to rely upon supposition, although 
neyer so warranted by fact. In particular, I M^uUt 
wifiih to correct' by it his arrogant taunt of [Wollas* 
ton, where he observes, how little it becomes bim or 
%ny pAan to presume to ui^e;|n4ef^nc^ of bypotbe* 
fk% tba^ ^ many things af^ by^Vi^ayi^ which we^can^t 
litiden^andnf Let bia own ^ may' W ftnsw^ ite/' 

Treo^ine, in . aoid^e s^tation, and 'after; two or 
three i^uestipnings, allowed that he found Evelyn 
¥»s<right. ' 

J ^^ Areyou ^atififi^,, then,''* pui^ued his friend) •* I 
will nptj^y to ^e the brulehe make^ us, (&r tbai 
ngt QUf^ WQuId be th^t could help it), b|it to b^tieire 
'%r.prwed thsx you ar^ so^ by eyrdenee ^o clear, by 
iMNMoniog $9 profound, by Buperiocity to all inleUect 
aikLaUleiirniogi sp ^m^ni&st and so consummate?" 
. <^ You triUlijpb," said Tremain^. 

^ 'No ! not absolutely triumph ; but I own I wiah 
tp. j^rove . that ][ am not unjust in the contanipt 1 
have pf ofesd^d fpr this very shallow,, and vety ^ self^ 
sufficient Lord. When he comes to bfoa<^h)bi9: own 
pirllicipif^ I give his peq (dl th^ cnedk you can claim 
^r hia well-turned periods; nay, I will own, he 19 
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f^werfiil in sifting and overturning the errors of 
others ; but with such personal vanity as swells him, 
such affectation of wisdom, such real weakness, maj^ 
I not be permitted to bestow upon him the ver^ 
epithet he does not jblush to apply to Seneca^ whonf 
he calls a stoical ^/bp-^himself the prince of all 
fcps?'' 

- '^ Still you think too meanly of him/' said Tre« 
maine. 

' '' I think him/' replied Evelyn> ^' as I have said^ 
a flimsy sciolist, with all his learning; nor can we 
wonder at Burke's exclamation, * Who now reads 
Bolingbroke ? — ^who ever read him throughout f'- 
i « My dear friend,'' said Tremaine, " if I allowed^ 
you to go on you would become a railer.. You 
almost already efnulate Warbiirton, aiid but' that 
yott are not absolutely so coarse, I should have 
thought that divine had uttei^ many of the se^t*^ 
t^nces I have been listening to. Ypu must not be 
surprised if I am not at my ease to se6 a onci&' 
dazzling authority so broken down, andhis acqutst^^ 
tions (admired and acknowledged by all) so under- 
valued. At any rate, I own you beat me out of eXl 
guard and fence. • I must ever admire St. John, 
but I can no longer shelter myself behind him m 
an authority.'' 

* ^ Let us compound, "^ said Evelyn : " I will jdin' 
you in the admiration of his piirts, and you shall 
give him up to me as a philoso|^er/ 
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CHAP. XIX. 



PREPARATION. 



^\ I dare not say 
How near the tidings of our comfort are." 



BHAKBPEAJLE, 



The noteft from which I have formed this history 
supply: me with little more of the philosophical or 
religious discussions between our two friends; cer- 
tainly,, with no more that occurred in the Episcopal 
garden at Orleans. 

In fact^ Tremainc^ is. described as having become 
^lent and abstracted during the rest of the excursion, 
and as scarcely uttering: a sentence during the row 
back to Mount St. Jules, at the foot of which Eve- 
lyn landed htm, and they took leave- of one another 
with emphatic and meaning looks, though almost 
without a word. Each was nearly: exhausted, and 
stood in need of repose.^ Here, however, Evelyp 
.had all the advantage ; for to see, and be greeted as 
he was by Georgina, after so many hours absence, 
was repose enough. 
. It was late in the day when he returned^ and his 
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daughter, with opening arms and a beaming coiin«» 
tenance, was at the little garden-gate to welcome 
him, after what she called a loi^, long delay. ,■ 

Such greeting could not &il to dissipate the air of 
seriousness which hung still upon his brow — ^the con- 
sequence, not merely of the deep discussions in which 
he had been tried, but of the various plans which he 
had been revolying during the passage from Orieans, 
for which Tremaine's silence and sel&meditation had 
gtTen him ample leisure. 

In all his reflections, however, there was now 
something consolatoiy* Whatever difficulties still 
remained to be smoothed, it was evident he. had 
gain^ a sincere victory in essentials, over the scep- 
ticlilm of Tretnaine. The whole fabric of xhm, 
friend's doubts had been undermined, and. they toi^ 
tered to their foundations. It was scarcely posMble, 
after his frequent and candid, we may say his. joyfid 
admissions, that complete recovery was not ai hand, 
aldiough time might certainly, and surely not uii- 
naturally, be required to seule the many compli- 
cated topics which had employed him, into something 
like order. In. the main, howevjcr, Evelyn..saw 
enough had been done to open ^ wide passage to all 
he so devoutly wi&hed. He could not butiaeineniber 
the important pp^ition from which Tremaine .had s^t 
out, two days before, that if the difficulties presented 
by natural religion, by metfiphytncs, and the phiio*^ 
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lophy which, through Bolingbroke, bad for 8o many 
yeaM'Bway^d him, could be got ovel", the admission 
of aR those ifiiportant postulates which Pal^y prefixes 
to his ISvtdences of Revelation, would soob follow^ 
and Ithen ^ ! 

AU tht^ had flashed through Evelyn's mind, with 
the t^AdSkj of thought when it obeys otfr happiest 
hopes, our fondest desires; and though he allowed 
as-mueh as any one for the return ^ old feelings, yet 
he recollected that still older feelhigd, in'^ort, the 
earliest, had been ofa c6ntrai7 cAst. -Can we 
wonder^ then,'if this^ good lather, iiaturally confiding^ 
and even sanguine in his nature, fond of Tremaine^ 
and actually admiring him for the utmost delicacy of 
honour, Bhould airea<ly have conceived hopes that att 
he so wished was upon the eve of being accomplished ? 

WhM he met Georgina, therefore, at the gate, be 
had shaken off his seriousness, and greeted her with 
more than his usual happiness of smile; and when*— 
half jest, half earnest— she complained of his very 
long absence, and asked what he had been about^ 
that had sa detained him, he replied, '^ I won't be 
catechised,^' with so much of (almost) playfulness 
mixed with his decision of tone, that, though her 
curiosity was raised, all uneiBfiiness was put to flight. 

A second attack upon him was parried by a decla^ 
ration that he was so cravingly hungry, it was imt 
posttble he could give any account of the fine servioe 
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he had Attended in the cathedral, or the fiM hoKdajr 
Jie had been witnessing in the Bishop's gardenjt till 
after dinner. Lisette had told Georgina that it Was 
a grand jour de fiSte at Orleans, with something like 
a sigh that she had not been able.to attend; and had 
:8aid 80 much about the grand ceremonies, and gmnd 
music, and the promenade afterwards in the palace- 
jrarden, and Georgina had been contriving bo many 
plans to gratify her, though all had proved abortive; 
4hat, in truth, a less guileless youi^ woman than herr 
self would have been content to lay the blame of her 
.father's absence entirely upon the occurrences of this 
f%te alone. 

And now the Doctor, having got rid of all theOr*^ 
leans dust, with which tlie sand of the Bishop's wc^lk9 
had plentifully supplied him, and having, moreover, 
in the few minutes of his retirement, taken bis reso- 
lution how to act, rejoined his daughter, — determined 
from that moment to prepare her for all the wonders 
he had to relate. He sat down, therefore, to his re« 
past, in the highest good humour, both with himself 
and Georgina,' whom he complimented on improved 
looks,' with peculiar pleasure. He was %oon, how* 
ever, pressed into the service of relating all he had 
seen in the chapel and the palace, not a little to the 
discomfiture of Lisette, whose waiting was com* 
pletely spoiled by it. - T-he regret, indeed, of having • 
(Hissed ^' un si grand bonheur^" entirely got the better 



of her, and, after two or three mistakes behmd 
Georgina's chair, she exclaimed, in all the bitterness 
of a French girl's despair, ^^ Oh! mon Dieu! ioxift 
la- viUe, et je n'y fus pas ! " ■ 

The Doctor, to console her, said they should all go 
in the new barge to Orleans the next day, when th^ 
sei^yice was to be repeated, and the promenade tqo. 

f.*.I thiiik you so improved^ my dear love^".said he 
to Georgina, ^^ that even you might enjoy it^ if the 
weather, as is likely, continue." 
, ' Georgina sighed at the word enjoy* , * . 

When they were alone — "I agree, my dearest 
Georgy," said her father, ^^ to enjoy is much for us tp 
expect ; and yet, from my own sensations, I am not 
without the hope that joy is not yet extinct for either 
ofus." 

^^ I could almost suppose from your manner, my 
dear father," replied Georgina, " you had made some 
discoveiy that was at least agreeable." , - , 

She said this with enquiring, if not anxious eyes, 
and. she thought of h^ general situation, rather than 
of Tremaine particularly; though, if an indistinct 
idea of bis image flitted across her imagination as 
she said it, you who have ever knoigrn what it is to 
love, much more to be forced to banish the object of 
your affections, say whether you can blame her ! - 

^\ Not tO'keep you in suspense, my sweet Georgy," 
replied lier &ther, " I confym that I have discovered 
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ibiiigs at OAeans mther of more eons^uence thtti 
Jonelli, or the happy Bourgeosie I hare beto de« 
teribiiig." 

** Yoa will tell it me in your own good time," cried 
Oeorgina, strittng Co suppress agitation which b^n 
to be too strong for her. 

Her fiither, who watched her critically, then said^ 
<^ To prevent too great expectation, I wiH tell you at 
oncej dear love, that you may soon expect to hear of 
your pretty friend M^bdnie." 

The joy with. which this was received was certainly 
not unaccompanied' by disappointment, and even by 
something like Texattonr. -£velyn'sfaw this, when, in 
return for his communication^ she expressed the plea« 
sure it gave her, andrnked particnlan^ perhaps not 
with so much eagerness as, at another time, she 
^vould haveshown; 

^ One seldom goes into a Continental banker^s 
shop," replied he, '^ whhout picking up something 
besides money:* so I have brought away the news- 
paper, with an account of the changes of quarters 
in our army of obiservatibn in FVance, in which I 
naturally looked for any thing that might concern 
Colonel Osmond and his bride/' 

" They are at Gambrai," said Georgina. 
" They were at Cambrai,^' returned Evelyn ; ^ but 
the Cambrai leUer here says, * We have lost our com-* 
mandant, who has adced and obtained leave of ab« 
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isauffi for two months, to visit, with Us beftutifiil 
bride, the inheritance of Mocmt St^ Jules, near Or- 
leans, to which Ae has so recently beea restored/' 

*' Good Heaven !*' exclaimed Qeorgina, with ea- 
'ffimeBB§ ^^MouhtSt*' Jules i This is indeed a won- 
/der no one could. have expected." 

^^ And why not?" said tbeDecton <f Where is 
the woDder> that alady should succe0d to an estate, 
enlaikd t^n her by her grandmother^ or visit it wbm 
duly put in possesion by law ?" 

** But that Vie .should be here, in her own very 
hoQse^ and know nothing of its.being her's. *•- !" 

*^ How OMiM wei" returned Evelyn, ^^ when it 
is only a bankes that knows any thing, and it was 
only tOKlay that I otw Monneurd'Oisaiit and bis 
newiqiaper ?" 

" Ah ! my dear fiither^ it cannot have been without 
design you brought me hither. In thispretty place 
your romance seems to have revived, and even re- 
velled* It accounts lor your long absences at the 
chateau. You have known this secret long, and only 
kept it ftom me in eowndwation of my weakness and 
my...." 

At this she stopped, a deep sigh escaped her, and 
her nerves were bqrinning to be unstrung. 

** On my word," said her fiither, moved by her 
emotion, ^ I knew not, till I first visited the diateau, 
to whom it belonged ; nor, till Monsieur d'Oisant 
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told me, how soon our little fiiend and her gallant 
hiksband might be here.'^ 

" Tell it me all/' said Georgina^ thinking now 
only of M^lainie. 

The Doctor then recounted, with some care, lest . 
he should be caught tripping, arid not, as he said, 
wkhciut^ a little cheating of the deyil (a fevourite 
phrase of his), what he had learned from Tremaine, 
the Banker, and the Bishop ;' that old Madame de 
Montauban, the Count's mother, had been the heiress 
of St. Jules, which was settled, on 'her marri^e, 
upon her second son if she had two ; if only one, on 
.her eldest daughter; failing which, uponihfe children 
. of her heir, in the same manner ; that, leanng nhe 
Count her sole heir, the estate descendecf to M6lainie, 
in due course of law ; and that, afler .'a long and 
liopdesB interruption, occasioned by the Resolution, 
the return of the. old order liad invested her with this 
agr^able inheritance, >vhich, in company with her 
husband, she was hastening to visit, without the least 
knowledge of who were in the. neighbourhood.., 

^* And when inay they be expected ?" asked Geor- 
gina. ^ t 

" To-night, to-morrow, or next day,— -any day, or 
any hour,?' said Evelyn. " Monsieur d'Oisant has 
hiirried on the furnishing, .and has announced that 
the chateau wpuld be ready by the time they could 
arrive ; and to-day'^ newspaper, you see, tells us they 
have set out." 
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c « My dear Melaimei" cried Georgina :— *^ But 
she will find itie much altered.'' 

" I trusfc you will alter again, my love," obaervedl 
her father, cheerfully, though thoughtfully; *^and 
then my fevourite line of prophecy will be realized—' 

' The liqmd drops of tears that you hare slied * 
Shall come againy transform'd to orient peail." 

So saying, he ettibraced her, and, without knowing 
why> she'felt much so6thed. 



CHAP., XX. 

DISCLOSURE. 



t A 



* "* What did he when thou saw'st Mm ? What said he f How 
loo^L'd he ? What makes he here ? Did he ask for me ? Where 
remains he ? And when shalt thon see him again ?" • 

•, 8HAK8PEARE.; 



^ PsAlkAPfl I need not inform the reader of what 
his i^^ination must have told. him, the moment 
M^lainie was mentioned — that it was the connl^* 
tion of Tremaine with his excellent friend Osniond 
that had seated him in the retirement of the chatead 
of St. Jules. 
. Recluse as be thought himself at O^ford^ and as, 
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indeed^ fijrfeTeial montbs be actually bod bdsn, be 
caugbt a sadden alarib at die sighroPcbe superscript 
CfoQ of tbfe letter from Mr. Dayenport to Ef^rjn, 
ivhiclt baa been mentioned. Hiti resolCitioil^ bii» 
tbcfogbtSy occupations^ and studies, vfete all oyeitum-'^ 
ed by it : and be fted> almost the next day. At that 
moment^ he received from Osmond ah ticcount of 
lI^bunie'Biestablisbment in ber i%ht8, adding sd ro- 
mantic a description of tbe duttetni,''vrbich "he Ja» 
mented that bis duty prevented bim.from inhabiting, 
that Tremaine caught at it, and only the more for its 
deserted state. He asked and received the loan of 
it from bis friend, whose- steward he offered to be 
till he wished to inhabit it ; fitting up only a room 
£>r himself. T^is, Osmond, who knew and indulged 
his humour, instantly conpUed with. 

Hence all that has been related, both as to the at 
first denuded state of the.hous% and the busy busdo 
that instantly succeeded, to make it habitable. 

Upon bdng acquainted with the particulars of 
M^lainie's succession, Georgina became remarkably 
dftPughtfuL Her'joy at the expected me^titig V^as 
wmt sincere ; biit Uer thouglkts^ wandered^' • Noi* wa# 
Evelyn much less raeditfttive and absent. 
' '< AtldngtH, after a pause, <^ You b^r this, deai 
love, > ' said he, <^ less well than I had expected.*' 

^ I hope not,'* replied Georgina : " I am sUre I 
r^oiceto think such gobd^fKends^ near; but I 
own '* 
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** What does my dear Georgy own V\ 

^^ I am wondering whether Colonel Osmond ^^U 
not bring 'ns some information concerning ■< . l iiy 
we hayelost,'' fiJtered Georgina^ 
. <^ Perhaps he will,'' replied her &therj as coolly a^ 
he could. 

^* 'Tis at least natural he should knpw something^'' 
said the anxious girL . ^ , . . .: 

^^ Notlung so natural," rejoined her &ther< ? 

" And yet, when you wrote to the Colonel," obr 
served Qeorgina^ ^' he knew, or would tell, nothings" 

^^ That was a long time ago," said the Doctor*. 

Georgjii^i looked in her father's face^ to see if there 
was any thing there that gave a meaning to these 
words, more than their simple import; -and, in her 
anxiety to know, she thought she cpuld discover there 
was something still behind, that he was desin^Mis, yet 
hesitatii^g to; telL 

/' My deadest fiuher will not> I am sur^, deceive, 
nor ev^n conceal fro^ir me. any thing I ought, to 
koQW," said Georgina^ ^' only tell me that aUi^ 
well, or at least not ill, and I will be, satisfied." 

But hereemoiion got the better of her, and her 
quick breathing, which always created alarmJn bei: 
anxious parfnt^ for a time made Jiim. repent his too 
sudden design (as he began to think it) pf disclosing 
^11 he knew.' ' , » ... r ^ 

ftig, indeed, with so many important objects and 



^i^lings, he was scaroelylessTnoved himself; an4 \m 
'eyes more than glistened wheii he told her thai all 
Vas not only not ill, but, as he hoped, well. - 

GeoTgina, astonished, begged him to go on, — de» 
daring she was particularly calm ; and^ to prove it, 
gare him one of those smiles which always forced 
htm to do whatever she pleased. 

But here, reader, I must stop, and crave thee to 
help me in what remains of my task. It is not easy, 
neither would it peihaps amuse, or even interest^ to 
tell thee in detail, what thou must long ago have fore* 
seen, and what, if thou hast a heart such as can taste 
this history, thou canst imagine better than I can tell 
it thee. 

• • • • • 

In fine, Evelyn, perceiving that his daughter was 
in such a state of suspicion, of raised expec^ition, of 
hope, doubt, and fear, that it would really do her 
more harm than good to leave her longer in ignorance 
resolved, whatever the consequence of discovery, to 
^o on with his design ; and he did so the more rea- 
dily, I may say the more cheerfully, from the con- 
viction which he assured Georgina was on his mind, 
that the errors of Tremaine were fest fading away, 
if not entirely cured. 

Georgina's vras, as we have seen, a firm' mind- 
firmer than roost ; and it must be owned, it required 
all the finnness she possessed to bear this commiini- 
cation^ so as not to be entirely overset by it. The 



v' 



embraces and slootliing of Her father^ and bis cancoti- 
ragement of her, not merely to talkj.but'to'give vent 
to her feelings,' were at last 'attended with what b^ 
desired, — a soft ' relaxation /of that pent-up effiirt 
which sometimes is too much for our liatur^. "! 
/ He was,' therefore, not ill pleaded to ^ee^ instead 

' of violence and hysterics, her eyes overflow in preci- 
ous drops, which might truly be compared to a ^^eh- 

" tie rain from Heaven,' if the' paleness of her cheeky 
and the agitation of her .features, had not rather 
likened them to what the same inspired painter has 
called-ir . " " 

* Hie honey dew upcm a gathered lily.' 

It was, indeed, long, very long, before she Was 
sufficiently recovered to speak with common' <^onebt- 
edoess. 

That Tremaine— the admired, the loved, the re- 
spected^ (respected with all his errors)— should be so 
near her,* nay, have been so for three whole days~ 
approaching so fiist, as her father said, to all they 
both wished, so as to remove the ^hole cause of (hat 
dreadful mental and bodily suffering which had al- 
most reduced her to thegrifve; — that h6 should hive 
preserved all his love, and, what was almost of as 
much importance, cleared himself of those senibtan- 
cesof upkiiSdness:On.hid^retrea;t,' whicb hf^d^ mUch 
added to her distress ;J^that all this^hoald be, seeitt- 
ed indeed a dreau), if not a nuracle; and the task of 
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her fitbfir/ta keepli^ calb, wtf^ With all hit Cfttition^ 
difficnic indeed. 

Gkiod M^me ^rcrniiled,«flil resigfiatms, vhibh dftM 
tuppliesiCB place whem ic i» ikH» U^ttM/liow <iocild 
they fail? Th« «ryeiiin^ mni^ not fiir advaheedy wheii 
■f^rtjra had the delight of finding Jiel'-ineliti^ to 
walk) and, thoogk agitated, yet. not enough so ib 
alarm him: ibr her, whllb qifefilidfting faiin ietren to 
niiniitencas upon all ih^ great pdints that- noiV iri^ 
Tolred ber dMurest intel^td^ 

We:«ia} suppose tlvi great point of all was not 
fbigotten ; nor can we be surprised that, on this, her 
fitther*s asserted satfifetff%>n ^vras sufficient warranty 
fbrher^ - 

^ I thklk we may depend upon it,^ said her father,^ 
'^ that his pride is beaten down ; and his masters hav-* 
klg \6m, iheir authority, nature and natiiral feeling 
hav^reBttmed' their power oyer him. In truth, he W 
no longer the^ame person. I had a fear, ihd^df, but 
it was dissipated almost as soon as conceived.^* ' . 

Qe6rgina somewhat an&iottsly asked the nattireo^ 
that'fear. 

^^ I feiamt that you, or the hope of you, might have 
Iisd:to6 much influence in the change ; but t aiu con^ 
vinced it is not so. Indeed the obsdhacy, or rather 
perthmcity, with which he defended all his doubts, 
pro?e« this: fi>r he i^as armed at alt points, and so 
poweiftilly^ iiM I assure you I scarcely wondefkt his * 



raflislaacei or the hold which error had taken of him. 
His very ienthufiiasin (ibr I.thinkhis feeling amounled 
to it)y made. him only the more obnoxious to mistake. 
No ! much as he loves you, I aid quite sure that even 
you have had nothing to do with his r^iunciations^" 

^^Did this appear?" asked Georgina, with some 
curiosity. , 

^^ It more than appeared/' said Evelyn; ^^ it was 
solemnly asserted by himself; and I am convinced 
that what he intimated was true — ^that; his veiy 
jealousy and suspicion of himself^ in this particular^ 
have only^prqlonged this singular contest. But for 
this, he would not have fled, from Oxford — ^perhaps 
even would have returned to us." 

.^' He will return now?" said Gepr^oiL, hcAta- 
tinglf.. 

<< I have but.tohold up iny ;fijiger>'*' answened Eve*. 
lyn^^^jHidliNiwiUbeatyoac&^t^" .. ..; . 

Geocgina ' trembled, ; aiHl J^iiod more closely &d 
her fiutber, who felt he had gone as &r a8.herittate 
WNild periaiti 

. ' ^^ Be not alarmed^ my love," added he.; ^^iyou shall 
yottrielf <be the arbitrefB of his^^pcoba^oo; I only 
give you leave to make it as short as your feelings and 
your strength will permit^" 
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CONCLUSION. 
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« Tkui day tbdl be a lore-day." 
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" I do BOt shame 
To ten yoa what I was, since my conversion 
' So Mrtedy tastes, being the thing I am." 

SHAK8P£Af:E. 

.^ r IK . I 



' All tbe bdfties in Orleans, and one or two clathers 
to boot, that reared their little heads between the citj 
and Mount St; Jules,' had been ringing IheirMiearts 
out for full an hour, beft>re Osmoiid and *8a belle 
kiMtidrey en barouche k cinq chevaux,' .arrived iat 
Monneur d'Oisant, the baiter's, and, after partaking 
a collation offered them by that welUbred gentleiiiatt, 
^l>arke4 in a barge he had prepared for* them, 
iii :<}rder to proceed,^ by water, to their newly-fitted 
phaleau. . . 

An attendant, barge, filled withmusic, the horns of 
which excited^beautiful echoes on both sides of the 
river, accoi^mnied them on the way; and: the ac- 
clamations of a cloud of peopk styled Its pamres de 
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la i^thy Mikotig Whom Osmond had oi^ei^ed iBfty louis 
t^ be dfsfributed, raised A ory of joy, not the least of 
those satisfactory sounds which welcomed M^Iainie 
d'Osmond^ n^e de. St. Jales (for that was now her 
designation), to the s^t^bf heritfatestors. '' - 
' The scene was so gay, so gilded, so happy — a tht- 
tuous (are we not to add, a romantic ?) uiiion seeliied 
so perfectly crbwned^ — the boatmen were so prbu'd*of 
their. pretty mistress, and the vessel seemed so proud 
of Itself— it danced, indeed, so buoyant oh* the waters 
-^tbiat we -who saw their '[approach thought of some 
of the most bea^tiful passages of Gray, without their 
threatening conclusion : — . ■ i ' 

' 'Tiur laughs the morn, and n>ft tka zephyr hlDws, ' ' 

f* ' Wliik, pKNldly riding o'ev the Junire realm, - ^ ^ . 

f* , In gallant trim the ^dedTess^l goes,— ^. .. 

^ Youth on the pro^, and pleasure at the helm.' 

.So it seemed, andso.it was;, for happier people 
netrer existed than Osmond and his bride. But there 
were others ashappy^ : «. . > 

« It will be recollected that Qeprgina,vtoo,;had a 
boat, not so fine, indeed, as Monsieur d'Oisaat'saii- 
T«ntiirepowershad'made.thebridar couch (for such 
W8S«^ its V French taste) of.M61ainicbut still a very 
plea8ure*giying4boat ;.! and. this Jiad pulled«up to the 
stairs of the fishingThouse but a few minutes before 
Tremaine led bier (for he .actually /.did lead her) 
through the walk that was bounded by the riv^r, and 



m9bt:iis^ wiifi ber afnd Imt fiitber to maeit ibeit 
fii«»d% whqai they ^w jiidgad to b# ml4w|Qr fiMi 
Jficant to the d»teaa> 

. 9m, M I haiw obeeryed, I nev^r ¥m (tood et li 
jeeite, though I can relate yAmi is told «ie wWh 
fi^fUtj^ enough, ilnd this must be my excuse^ if 1 
hate passed oTer a much mote . touehin^ aa/^ell as 
important one» than the oieedBg .of these, good 
fnttidsy which yet I mean to p^ssoy^ too». 

TremaUie had receiyed that b^okm of Evelyiij 
whit^ ]be uU^ of making when Geocgina piNrmifted 
iti;lin4 th^ cpnsfequence was exactly ai^fifdynb^ri 
piophesied^ — ^fbr^ in a veiy.&w.niinUtfS indeed aftev 
Tvemaiqe roceived jlho suaumms, be ws^at her feet; 
not, howeyer, to be unqualifiedly happyr^for the wan 
and worn countenance he beheld struck him with 
dismay ; nor was it relieyed by the sweetness of that 
bsfurenly sinile which *we haye so often endesrtow^ 
lot niakiB the .reader &d* In trudb^ the contrast .only 
made both more afiecting : for if he thought Heayea 
opened upon him, it was only to fisar that* it ^as 
about to close fi>r eyer* . • 

1 And ytet a ddicious confusion tinged for a fnomenir 
with loae the waanesB whicli ai^;»alled him;-t-J»it 
aaly<fei a^momei^ t for it was ihe rose pf . joy, iodeedy 
but Bdt of health ; too sad^ as well jastod beaulifaliaii' 
illnstration of a beamtiful de8C$iplU% I tfai^,: by 

' And friendaUp gires wbat cruel health deniei.' 
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irejoiced 1^i9 hedLit ; ibrv as raitiauic^^ankfety^ «iHi;ailt 
certainty wore off, ease Jiad eVeh : chee dk ln^ nriini^ 
ed) and lie had tUe bliss of recogninrig toinediing 
lite a renotation tif those rumts looks^ and that da# 
lightflil sw^etnete^.wllich, as he. thought^ no other 
coiincetiance i^er cbtUibited« . ' ^ 

' Wef nfe^y suppose fiirtherdxplanatibhB wMfaeM 
with Etelyiij and^ through hiai^ (fbrhewbnhtalfai^t 
hdne from Tretfiaine himseif,) if ith Georgiim'; f>ttl I 
will nol'meHtionF otie c€ them. : It is 'MSBOBttt thai 
all Evelyn's hopes were realizddj and that liealiMdy 
felt full conviction that the terms ori^nally pmpoaefl 
by Tfemairie might now be acbepted, witli thb moet 
perfect reliance upon not nierely a Tatni'e, but a 
speedy sattsJiictioff^ upoh etetypdinti * 

Yesl upon everj/ onil Kor, < Vain wfadofls^»'«Eid 
^ felse philosophy' being now beaten, down^ how eai^, 
as well as how consol'^ng was the belief of berehittori! 
—and if Locke, if Newton, if Bacon, if Boyle were 
Christians, because wiser than all othorr iar mi\A 
physics, as well as physics, and pr&ftRmdly hAb^ in 
the very points of what Bblitigbroke' sO dtfiodj^y' 
dettiaiids— ^A^dm^no^, tvhat^OMl^r if Boliagbroke'a 
pupil, his misukes setYigbt, felt obliged to ffilldw 
them? 

And follow Hkkftik B^ diit, e?ett their whrfe leh^h^ 
and wi tit lite w&oleheaM; and, almos( by thetiniaF 
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that ll* led his rich reward, his lordy bride, to the 
akar ; certainly before he had been long the -baplpy [ 

hodbttad he afterwards became. . . v^» - 

. In fiMt, the.'argamehts^ that have beeiti related, 
pondered o?er and over again,^ led htm to this:-^ 
that there was no xontradictioh^biit on. thecdfitriii^ 
that every thing in natural, led to the support of 
repealed religion : and that the very doubta and/di& 
ficttlties which attend the one, are the strongest rear 
sons (always supposing contradiction removed), to 
ndnee the belief of a.neoessUy for the other* 
V Ihave-littlfiiaore'tosay; nay, I have done: for 
the total change of that mental feeling, which'^had {{ 

been the sole 'Cause of Georgtna*s decay of health, 
soon produced that other change which it pleased 
Heaven not to deny; and it was with- deKghl, 
esquire as had been his misery, that -fivelyn saw 
the opinion of the physicians cdnfiitned, that bodily 
disease had not irrecoverably spread* < .. ^ . . 
«' Near two months spent in absolute bliss at St. 
Jules, where she daily: gained strength, proved this 
to all'their hearts' content ; after- which 4t' bad been 
settled that they should return to England,- and in 
a month more that our admired girl should be estab- 
lished' mistress at WoodingtOn,- as she had long been 
enthroned queen in the heart of its owner. c 

All these tidings wevetdalyj communicated to one 
whom we hope the reader has not forgotten; that 
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tniMy, n>ug)i,:but exodleni frimd^ thai SMJaloiitj 
bmiliiig, and original piece of Yorkshire, that type 
of honesty and all good ftehagy Jack Catdette, who 
has been but too long oot of sight. . His .affiicCfon 
at losing his friends had been so great, that he fidii 
would have accompanied them, notwithstandtngihU 
hatred to France; and this perhaps was iNily^ for- 
bidden by Georgina's weak atate, whidi nade^her 
$uhar fear iso robust a cfompanion* . : ^ w > 

To him, howev^, every thii^ that might be deem* 
ed, incident, was now communicated ; — the stpf^ng 
at tiie fishihg-hbuse, the meeting with .Tvensaine in 
the jg^Uery of St.. Jules, his sojourn there, his junc* 
tion with the Evelyns, his oBer^ and his acceptance. 
Not da I know that I can.bettejr wind up th» ^^Iris* 
tory, than with the answer of this genuine son of 
•nature and Yorkshire, exactly tranaciibedasfolfowss 



Bathtlw'9 Haliy AuguH^. 

** My dear 'Squire and Doctor, 

^^ I never was so surprised nor so overjoyed 
in all my whole life, as at. the receipt of your kind 
letter. I was so happy for dear Georgy, 10 think 
she was better, and you so hopeful she would get 
well^ berides them other extraordinary things you. 
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{(ettUhput^ ted all that wfoi.to be^ tfaiit id. sh^f 
widd eM MQ ditmer yeatevcUiy, tbovgh my «^^er 
1VM opt tb9 iffote fi>r iu 

^^I.hqjaldid not do wvong in tilling Beeky a 
gMttt dwl) hat^ indeed^ .the poor woman ;diougli€ 
dear Qeatfj 'worse, aoong I cpold tiot* eat, and 
b0|^ to talia on lo^ tlyat Lwas obliged 4o<give her 
a Ut tf oomibrt^. 89. now ihe wkble^own -hM i^ ^^ 
tbe bells at Belfbrd^ Eveljro^ and WoadifigtoiV m 
all riilgtng as if it was Statnle ftir^ . 

^^ I hanre set a barrel of beer a^running^ and am 
just OQsna out .of thecdkr with half a dozen botdes 
of wine for Becky for dtnnev, fbr I ha^e sent to 
Checkers for John Cbri8Unas.aad Mary, and to Bte-^ 
lynfor Mairgaret> gard«ier, butler, and cook^ and 
went myself to Wbodington, to inform Mrs. Wat<^ 
son, and ask her to the feast; but the old jonl d^ 
clined, telling me that it was not the way to thank 
God. She, however, cried enough, which I suppose 
^mt&Jifir way, and an' odd onp too. I also nabbed 
landlord of Hound and Horn, who happened to come 
in, just in the nick, and them and the farmer and.his 
wife, and any more as I dare say I shall see that loves 
Geprgy, will make it n)imy enough* I am not sure 
^t 1 i^U not take a bit with them iayseJf—wby 

S^ldHlKtl? 

''■¥. Every body is mad with jpy at yoiw aH being 
•e^lCiifdi bettier, wkieh #eems to me, however, ra^r 



■1 




oditif »flie ivay ia Tegard lb the plac^ Pdt*^I oflen 
wcHidcr^by it IB tliat-sfck people no ofteft get well 
in France,^ when they cah't do bo in BnglaUd, ni9t 
even in Yorkshire. Howsoever, I caire Mt how it 
is done, If my deflfr'Geoigy is really belter, and 
tkotghl amto Joee my little wit^^ 1 1N>nH tsAxi^y if 
htfibr lier good, which • to te suie it Is^ for Wooding^ 
ton ^Sqoiie iis a noble felloWyWttE all his eratftuttfs^ 
don'tiell th6\ Aft to yoiit liceonnt liow it alt eame 
a&ocmthat is the nfOsi wbnderfifl of all. Itsecfrnft 
downrig^ eobjiMtioii^ and I should slty R^ctoi' wai& 
bamming,- if X did Qotknow he would scorn to do 
so with such a friend as me. But, indeed, it was a 
little queer that you should have found 'Squire where 
yon did, a*top of an old tower wftb a" little staircase. 
And yet it is just-like one or two he has got here in 
his own hall ; so that it makes it more surprising 
that he should ruh the country and quit Yorkshire 
to be married in France, in a castle belonging to 
Bonaparte — that is, it would belong to him if he was 
still Emperor. For if the 'Squire and Georgy were 
to haye made this spatch, ^it is marvellous, dear 
Rector, that it wHs not done long ago in the West 
Riding, where both lay so handy to it. 

^^ However, I should be glad to know how the 
trout bite in that river you mention, where I own 
the fishing*house stands comfortable enough ; but as 
for the castle, I do hope it will not make so fine a 



380 TBEMAINB. 

feltow as Colonel Osmond forget old England, tho* I 
believe he is but Lancashire. Tou will please to 
B^ive my humble serrice to him and the 'Squire, whom 
I can^t but say I envy a bit. 
'^ Who would have thought it after all ! * f '- 
^ But 1 must give over, for clock has struck two, 
and I never wrote so much in all my life, no/ not 
even to Fanner's Magasine, where, by*the-by€f, my 
last account of fittlening pigs on ntash^ turnips tras 
thought so good, that Editor says, I slmll always be 
welcpme, so (Mray make, haste home with yiMir dumt 
girl, and gladden us nU again by the sight. 

I am. 

Dear Doctor and Friend, 

< ' Your's, till death, 

* - • ■ M 

J. CARELESS;" 



THB END. 
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NOTE. 



The Author wishes^ not so much to correct, as to alter, an assertion 
in the Argument a priori, as it is called, in the Ninth Chapter of this 
Voliime, on the natural Inunortality of the Soul. Jt is in Page 99, 
where it is stated that the hridn is dissolved once in every forty- 
c%ht hours* Though undoubtedly the Author did not venture' tlos 
assertion except upon what he thought good authority, yet as , he is 
aware how difficult it must be to prove it, and it has excited remark 
in very sensible men, he would rather incline to the argument as put 
by the late learned and ingenious as well as pious Mr. Rennell, who 
contents himself with stating, that, from the faet of the existence of 
absorbents in the brain, there must be a periodical change in that 
organ, and tiiis change, he collects, must at least be once in every ten 
years (a). Now, however great the diffier^ice between ten years and 
forty-eight hours,- the consequence drawn from the argument against 
the Identity of the brain is altogether jthe same. The Author, is 
therefore the less anxious to rest upon it in the extent to which (rely- 
ing upon the authority he followed,) it was carried in the £cuiner 
Edition. 

This part of the general Argument was written long before the 
Author had the good fortune to see Mr. Rennell's Treatise. 

(a) << Remarha on Scepticitm.", 
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